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-SERMON®«1L 


On the goodnefs of Gon. 


MATTHEW. XIX. 17. 
THERE is none good but one; that is God... 


A TRUE conception of divine goodnefs, 
7 en neceflary for a right underftanding of 
Gop’s infinite nature, and of his eternal govern- 
ment. .The. goodnefs or love of Gop, means his 
holinefs, his whole rectitude, and all the moral 
perfections of his nature; which we defcribe by 
different names, from the various effetts produ- 
ced in'the ftate. of creatures, by the divine ac- 
tion. Every thing in the moral charaéter of 
Gop, may be refolved into his goodnefs or holi- 
nefs. _ Acts of juftice, are alfo atts of goodnefs. 
Gop is as good in making a connection between 
fin and mifery, and in punifhing impenitent 
tranfgreffors ; as he is in giving life and immor- 
‘tality to the holy. 

Tue idea, of there being fome kind of oppofi- 
tion between the goodnefs and juftice of Gon, 
; Biz’. 


10 ” The goodnefs of Goo. Serm. 1, 


arifes entirely from the unholinefs of men. If 
there had been no depravity in creatures, fuch 
an opinion Would never have entered their minds, 
and they would have afcribed every event of the 
divine government, to unmixed and moft glori- 
ous goodne’s. 

Ir is very common for thofe, who live in fin, 
to pleafe themfelves with the attribute of good- 
nefs, and on this account think there is fafety 
for them, while they are exceedingly afraid of 
juftice ; but if Gon’s juftice be a part of his 
goodnefs, thefe pleafing expectations are but a 
delufion. From the beginning, Gop hath and 
ever will, follow the di€tates of goodnefs in his 
government. The divine love cannot, therefore, 
be admitted as any ground for fecurity i in fin 5 
for eafe in an unholy life; or for the negleé&t of 
experimental piety. Goodnefé when rightly un- 
derftood, denounces terror to every finner. 


ALE will allow, that the love of Gos was dif. 
played on the crofs of Curist, to the higheft 
degree ; on the crofs alfo we fee his feverity a- 
gaint fin. . The crofs of love, furnifhes the moft 
folemn warning to finners, who delay and tranf- 
grefs; and the preacher of terror to ungodly 
men, will go to Calvary, for his moft ferious 
admonitions. It is from a very falfe idea of 
divine goodnefs, that any make it the ground of 
their fecurity ; for if Gop had not eftablithed a 
connection between fin and mifery; if he did 
not punifh fin, and keep up this connettion in his 
government, it would be an eafy thing to ite 4 
in contradiGtion to our text, that heis nota vet 
being ; and if not a good being, not Wort orthty of 
love, adoration and cbedience. — 

Ir will be univerfally conceded, that ‘diode: 
demption of finners, arole from the oa of 
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Gop ; and it ought alfo to be received, that the 
punifhment of impenitents, arifes from the fame 
perfection. Itis as much a part of infinite good- 
nefs, by no means to clear the guilty ; as it is 
to be the Lorn, the Lorp Gop, gracious, mer- 
ciful and long-fuffering. Men in the practice of 
fin, are apt enough to hope from the goodnefs of 
Gop; but it would be much more for their ad- 
_ wantage to fear a continuance in fin, from the 
fame caufe. 


But why, it may be afked, fhall we give this 
terrible appearance to the goodnefs of Gop? I 
anfwer, to whom is it terrible? To none but fin- 
ners who do not repent, and fuch have no right 
to any but terrible things. And.why is it terrible 
to finners, who do not repent ? Becaufe their 
whole temper is. wrong ; and wrong tempers and 
practices ought not to be foothed, and to do it is 
partaking in the fin. _ If it could be proved, that 
goodnefs. when juftly underftood, doth not con- 
tain a warning to finners, of great danger to 
themfelves ; by the fame. proof, it might be 
made evident Gop is not a-good being. It is, | 
certainly, a part of goodnefs in a Supreme Gov- 
ernor, to frown on every thing, either of temper 

or practice, which, in its nature, tends to def- 
_ troy general peace and happinefs. Whatever 
hath this tendency is fin. It is this tendency 
which makes it to be fin. The goodnefs of a 
Supreme Governor, requires him to frown on it 
by the moft efficacious marks of his difpleafure; 
and if he fhould not do it, our evidence of his 
pat oe moral rectitude, would be greatly 

minifhed. After thefe general remarks on the 
fubje&t, I propofe the following method. 
_ 1. ‘To defcribe the goodnefs of Gop, as it ex: 
ifts in his own infinite mind, 
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Il. Wuat evidence we have that Gopis good 
—to be followed by fome inferences from the 
doctrine. Kiya 

I, To defcribe the goodnefs of Gon, as it exifts 
in his own infinite mind. aes 

THE goodnefs of Gop, confifts in his love of 
the greateft fum of happinefs, in the kingdom of 
which he is the head and fupreme fovereign. 
His whole government, from firft to laft, con- 
duces to this end. For this he created, rules, re- 
deems, and will forever reign over angels and 
men. by tela #Ebet: 5 
Tue definition I have given of goodnefs, I 
think, is agreeable to holy {cripture, to reafon, 
and the common fenfe and feelings of men, in 
all cafes, where they are not prejudiced to the 
contrary. We cannot call any being good, who 
prefers mifery to happinefs ; aor infinitely good, 
if he prefers a leffer degree, to the greateft pofli- 
ble fum of happinefs. Difpofitions and’actions, 
become morally good or holy, from their ten. 
dency in their own nature, to produce happinefs 
or natural good; and if they have not this ten- 
dency, according to the conftruGtion of the in- 
telligent univerfe, and its connection by «focial 
bonds and obligations, they cannot be called holy. 

Happiness is valuable and a fit objeét of be- 
nevolent defire, according to its quantity, and 
not from its being enjoyed by this or another 
perfon. A fimilar degree of happinels, is as re- 
ally valuable in one perfon, as in another; in one 
‘country, age or world, as in another ; and the 
goodnefs of Gop difpofes him, to make by his 
government the greateft fum of happinefs.in the 
whole. chia 9, 

Ir may be afked, how then can any intelligent 
creature contend with Gop’s government ? All 
intelligent creatures love and feek happineds, and 
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“if the nature, laws and government of Gop, feek 
the greateft fum of ‘happinefs, how can they re- 
bel? If divine government feeks the greateft 
happinefs, and creatures are feeking their own 
happinefs in all they do, why is their temper for- 
bidden and punifhed as a fin? 
' Tue queftion, for its importance, deferves an 
anfwer ; and»it leads us to a direé fight of na- 
tive depravity. ‘The anfwer will equally illuftraté 
the goodnefs of Gop, and the fin of creatures. 
Divine goodnefs defires the greate{t {um of hap- 
pinefs in the univerfe. ‘The finful creature’s de- 
fire of happinefs is limited to himfelf, and that he 
may be the moft happy poflible whether he be - 
deferving or not, and whatever effect his own ex- ~ 
-altment may have, on the glory of Gop and the 
good of others. He feeks himfelf in all he does. 
To himfelf his defires are limited, and here all 
_his motives center and terminate. By defire, he 
puts himfelf in the place of Gop, and his whole 
kingdom ; and in this confifts his idolatry—his 
-unholinefs and odioufnefs in the divine fight. 
Here arifes the impoffibility of a union be- 
tween Gop, the head of his own kingdom, and 
finners; until their hearts are changed by. his 
fanctifying fpirit, and made conformable to him 
-in a love of the greateft happinefs. 
_ «Ir hence appears that pride, avarice, a love of 
 fenfual pleafure, and all the fin of mens hearts 
and lives, arife from a temper, that is directly 
_ contrary. to the goodnefs of Gop and the intereft 
_ and-happinefs of his kingdom.—They are not to 
_ be condemned for approving happinefs, for this 
ought to be approved and defired. The fin is 
in loving themfelves and their own happinefs {u- 
premely—in undervaluing the real excellence 
and happinefs of other beings—in making their 
- own willand defire the meafure of right and rule 
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of action, i in oppofition to the nature of Gon, 
_ who is perfectly excellent, and to his will which 
feeks the greateft fum of happinefs. 

Pxarn as this truth is, to thofe who have felt 
in their own hearts, an affection conformable to 
the divine goodnefs; it is ftill very difficult, to 
give to thofe who never felt, a fuitable idea of its _ 
nature or even of its reality. Having never felt 
fuch holy affection in themfelves, nor feen its true 
glory in any other being, it is with difficulty they 
fuppofe it exifts, or that there is any temper dif- 
ferent from the felfifhnefs, by which they have 
ever been governed. Even in their conceptions 
of the moft holy Gon and his government, they 
are prone, from this réafon, to fuppofe him a 
felfifh being, and that when he punifhes he acts 
in paflion, in revenge, as felfifh, felf-willed finners 
do. Whereas, in truth, the punifhments and 
afflictions with which he “vifits creatures, are the 
fruit of goodnefs, and the effe& of a fcheme of 
counfel, which will produce the greateft fum of 
happinels, i in the kingdom created by his power, 
and governed by his wifdom and goodnefs. . 

In the end, it will appear there is the moft 
happinefs poffible, and that infinite power, wif 
dom and goodnefs have not labored in vain. 
Gop himfelf, whofe boundlefs nature doth now 
and ever will contain, infinitely the greatelt part 
of being, will be moft happy and glorious ; and 
in the created fyftem there will be the greateft 
pofible bleffednefs. A. love of this, is the divine 
goodnefs ; to accomplith this, is his defire, Bt fs 
the ultimate end of every event in his i ah 
ment. This is the love that compofes his r 
the goodnefs afcribed to him in his word ; th 
tender mercy that is over all “his works. 

We find many inftances recorded in the 
{eriptures, in which ats of feverity and p 
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ment are afcribed. to the goodnefs of Gop, as 
much as his bounties and the offers of forgive- 
nefs. Gop is often praifed in his word for his 
righteous judgments on the wicked, and thefe 
judgments are confidered as evidence that he is 
a good king. . ; 

Gop told Mofes he would caufe his goodnefs 
to pafs before him ; and in naming this good- 
nefs,he fays, Gop gracious, merciful, long-fuffering, 
and that will by no means clear the guilty. In the 
exxxvi. Pfalm, the fmiting of the firft born of 
Egypt—the deftrudtion of Pharaoh—the ruin of 
great kings, and the flaying famous kings, are 
traced up to the glorious fource that his mercy 
and goodnefs endureth forever. Tho’ punifh- 

“ment implies pain to the perfon who endures it, 
it doth not imply any want of goodnefs in Gop, 
or that it is not his fupreme delight to be good. 
On this ground we are commanded to rejoice al- 
ways and evermore. There may be many cafes, 
in which our own fituation, if confidered by it. 
felf, would be no reafon for rejoicing ; but there 
is no cafe in our own fituation, confidered in 
conneétion with the whole, which is not neceflary 
for the general good ; and thus there is always 
room to rejoice, that Gop is good—that he 
reigns—and by every exifting event is promoting 
the fum of general happinefs. 

- In this fenfe Gop always rejoices in his own 
government, tho’ it be in many inftances puni- 
tory; not becaufe he delights in thofe punith- 
ments feparately confidered, for feparately cone 
fidered they are difagreeable; but inconnection - 
with the fyftem of divine counfel, they are the 
moft direct, and only poflible means of the great- 

‘ eft happinefs., 

' Tuetremarks which have been made on the di- 
vine goodnefs, may be fummed up inthe following. 
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Tue goodnefs of Gop comprehends his whole ~ 
moral perfection, and his infinite: rectitude, in 
which he is glorious, and worthy of all loveand - 
adoration. It confifts in a love of the, te: 08 
poflible happinefs in intelligent being, and to — 
make this he created and governs nature. Every. - 
moral perfe¢tion of his nature, however. named 
by us, is a part of his goodnefs. “Every a& of . 
his government, thro’ an eternity paft and an: 
eternity to come, will lead directly to his main - 
defign ; and the incapacity of finite underftand- — 
ing to comprehend. the ways of Gop, is not a 
fufficient reafon to doubt of his love. Nothing — 
lefs than the greateft fum of happinefs can be the 
fupreme object of a holy goodnefs. The pains 
endured by creatures, and the punithments i in- 
flicted by Gon, are as truly dictated by goodnefs, — 
as the beftowment of particular favors, becaufe 
they are defigned by him for the general advan- 
tage}; therefore Gop always rejoices in his own 
government, and the command to creatures, to 
rejoice evermore, is reafonable. 

-* 

SEVERAL important inferences flow from this’ 
part of the fubject. 

ift. Ir teaches how worthy the Lorp Jeno. 
VAH ts to be adored and ferved. ; 

He is a Gop all goodnefs, oa here all 
glorious. It is only to moral perfection or good- . 
nefs, that excellency or glory are to be aferibed.- 
Knowledge and power may be great and afton- 
ifhing.; but de not neceffarily imply glory as 
goodnefs doth. A being who poflefles. power; 
which furprizes us, may be very inglorious and: 
dreadful. Jewovan is both great and good. 
His goodnefs appears more wonderful, to thofe - 
who fee it juftly, than his power doth... The 
amiablenefs of his character {wells on our view, 
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until it becomes glory inexpreffible by the lan- 
guage of creatures, and inconceivable by finite - 
minds.—The whole of his vaft government is the 
work of goodnefs.—None will deny the bleffings 
of creation, providence and redemption to be 
fuch; neither ought they to deny his punith- 
ments alfo to be fuch, for they are neceffary in 
his kingdom to produce the greateft fum of 
happinefs, as his bounties are. Thro’ an eter- 
nity paft, and an eternity to come, all has been, 
and will be, goodnefs in infinite action, to pro- 
duce a moft blefled kingdom, and the greateft 
good thro” an infinite duration. 

Ty thinking on this fubject, our hearts ought 
to be warmed until we can fay, eye hath not fen, 
ear bath not heard, neither hath the heart of man 
conceived, the caufe we have to adore and love 
Gop. The motives of divine government being 
once juftly underftood, wherever we go, or what- 
ever we fee, adminifters reafon to rejoice and 
adore the Lord... If called upon to produce the 
reafons of our rejoicing, we may appeal to all 
the bounties of providence, and all the bleflings 
of redemption ; yea more, to our very trials and 
groans, for tribulation worketh joy to thofe who 
receive it right, and even its effects on the obfti- 

- mate will make the caufe of Gop more glorious, 


adly. From the goodnefs of Gop, we learn 
the duty of cheerful fubmiffion to all the works 
of his government. 

_ Tue works of his government are always right, 
as they always tend to the fupreme good. He 
hath infinite power and knowledge, to execute 

yurpofes of infinite love ; and can never be 

nin the courfe to be purfued, or fail in 

choofing the. beft and moft direét means of ac- 
. ree C ; 


—a Gop, who from the beginning, hath cr 
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complifhment.. As this is. the moral character, 
and thefe the natural powers of Gop, there can 
never be a reafon to murmur, or think he doeth 
unwifely. Our incapacity, to fee how all events 
are the confequence of infinite love, is no evi- 
dence againit the fact. Every day gives new evi- 
dence of this truth, and it will be accumulating 
thro’ eternity. Who by fearching can find out 
Gop, or perfectly know the wifdom of his ways ! 
—Every repining thought is impiety ;—and every 
with that the pri-ciples of his government fhould 
be changed, is oppofition to his nature; for his 
law is an expreflion of his charatter, and his 
providence is his nature acted out, by external 
notices, to the knowledge of his creatures. 

Gop fuffers us to pray for deliverance from 
evil, and makes it our duty to ufe the means of 
prefervation ; but if our prayer be denied, and 
the means prove unfuccefsful, we ought to ac- 
quiefce in his holy and wife ordering—to blefs 
him under affliGion—to fay, ho’ he flay me I will 
trujft.in him, 1 will adore the goodnefs which or- 
ders all events, without defiring his throne to be 
fhaken, or his counfels altered in the {malleft 
particular. . 


3dly. Tue goodnefs of Gop fhows that fin is 
exceeding evil, and will forever be without ex- 
cufe. 

AL fin is an oppofition to Gop. If we op- 
pofed an unwife being—-a being who is malevo- 
lent, and an enemy to the greateft good, there 
would be-an. excule for the oppofition, and | our 
confciences would fapport us. But whom i 
we oppofe? A good bemg—a friend of happine ; 
te 


and governed to produce the greatelt,, 
happinefs—a Lorp, whofe requir 
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have a natural tendency to make the moft bleffed 
kingdom, and to make us partakers in it, if we | 
do not oppofe him. ~ What excufe can be made * 
for this oppofition? Shall we fay it pleafes us to | 
oppofe and difobey? The very excufe will con- 
demn us, for the more we are pleafed with oppo- 
fing a fovereign, who is good in his nature, in his 
laws, and in his government, the more guilty we 
are. The tranfgreflor’s pleafure in finning, is 
the proof of his guilt, and the only proof which 
will be needed in the day of trial. Shall we fay, 
‘we loved our fins more than the fpiritual duties 
of religion ? This love is the fin, and pleading it, 
is in a fenfe pleading guilty. Who will ftand on, 
our fide, when our fin appears to be a direct op- 
pofition to the infinite love of Gop? No crea- 
ture, whofe temper is right, will juftify us. Our 
very companions in vice will condemn us, when 
‘they can no longer profit by our fins. Even our 
‘own confciences will condemn us. — Self-con- 
demnation isan awful ingredient in the punith- 
ment of fin, and it is one from which the guilty 
can never efcape. If they could fly away from 
all other accufation, from this they can never fly. 
They muft remain felf-condemned fo long as in- 
telligence lafts. And the more evidently they 
fee the good character of Gop, and the tendency 
of his whole work to produce the moft happinefs, 
the more miferable they will become by felf-ac- 
cufation. 


 4thly. THe nature of divine goodnefs is a 
proof, that felfifh and unholy mihds muft be 
miferable, until there is a change of their temper. 
“Tue good government of Gop is purfuing 
oné end, andthey another. Gop is feeking the 
greateft fum of happinefs, a general good ; and 
they are feeking their own happinefs, a particu- 
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lar good, on the: principles of exclufive advan- 


tage to themfelves.—A confcioufnefs that the 
power of Gop, who is oppofed to them, will 
overcome, muft be a fource of conftant inquiet. 
ude. 

In every refpect, fin lays a foundation for for. 
row and punifhment.—Moft of the finful paflions 
are painful in their very exercife—they eaufe an 
accufing confcience—they contend with Gop, 
who muft overcome—the conviétion of the fin« 
ner, that he is wholly under the power of Gop, 
whofe purpofes run counter to his own defires, 
muft fill him with the utmoft defpair, after he 
hath finned away the day of grace. 

Gop is love—Gop is a confuming fire—Thefe 
two defcriptions of the fupreme nature, are per. 
fe&ly confiftent.» That fight of infinite love, by 
which holy minds are purified and made happy ; 
like fire will pain the felfith and unholy, and the 
goodnefs of Gop will feab their unhappinefs. © 

How evilis the nature of fin, which renders 
creatures oppofed to the general good,and wretch. 
ed in themfelves! How full of majefty is the Lorn 
our Gop! Good in his own infinite mind, and 
building up around him a kingdom of holinefs 
and everlaiting glory. AMEN, 


“ 


rs 


Be tive 


setae Shere PEPSI OOO E 


—-* 


SERMON IL 


” The evidence of divine goodnefs, 


MATTHEW XIX. 17, 
THERE is none good but one, that is Gon. 


EF a preceding difcourfe from thefe words, two 
things were propofed. 

I. To defcribe the goodnefs of Gon, as it ex- 
ifts in his own infinite mind. 

~ IL.) Wuar evidence we have that Gop is 
good. 

To an inquiry for the evidence of divine good- 
nefs, or that Gop is a holy being, we will now 
attend. It has already been obferved, that the 
goodnefs of Gop includes his whole moral per- 
fe€tion, all that rectitude, which makes him wor- 
thy of love, adoration and obedience. 

‘Tue evidence of divine goodnefs is derived 
from two fources. Firft, from the light of na- 
ture and reafon; or in other words, it is known 
by the judgment, which a rational creature may 
form, from the evidence contained in creation, 
and the government of the world, and thofe' mor- 
al agents who inhabit it. 
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Tue fecond fource of evidence for divine good- 
nefs is in the revelation Gop hath made of him- 
felf, his will, and the ultimate defign of his gov- 
ernment. Each of thefe fources of evidence are 


fufficient to fhow, that Gon is good or holy. By _ 


the firft, the heathen who have not a revelation, 
are rendered inexcufable for their fins ; by the 
fecond, impenitent finners under the light of rev- 
elation, which contains the greateft evidence of 
goodnefs, become the moft guilty of mankind. 

No one will deny, the evidence of Gop’s 
goodnefs to be increafed, in a very great degree, 
by his word ; m which his character is drawn, 
his purpofes and counfels made known, and his 
motives for appointing mifery fully expreffed. 
Some of the moft plaufible objections againft 
the goodnefs of Gop are completely refuted in 
the {criptures, and the dark parts of his govern- 
ment explained to the underftanding of men. 

Ir is alfo allowed, that the light of revelation 
makes the natural evidence appear with more 
ftrength, than it could without a written word. 
Alfo that fome of the inftru€ting effects of a rev- 
elation, may have been found among moft people, 
either by tradition or through fome other means. 
Notwithftanding this, it is conceived, the works 
of creation and providence, do contain an evi- 
dence diftinét from revelation, that the author 
and governor is good. ; . 

In men’s inquiries on this fubject, they are apt 
to mingle two queftions, which ought to be kept 
diftinét. | | 

Tue firft is, Whether there be natural evi- 
dence of Gop’s moral character? The fecond, 
Whether men in general have feen this evidence, 
fo as to be convinced of divine rettitude. There 
may be evidence, which is not fought afte 
received. Ifa man in chriftian lands, doth’ not 
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read the books of revelation, or is fo immerfed 
in fenfual purfuits and gratifications as to negle& 
the means of inftruction, he will be ignorant of 
the revealed evidence of divine goodnefs. ‘This 
is actually the cafe with the greater part of per- 
fonsin chriftian lands. They negle& reading 
the holy fcriptures.—Their thoughts are wholly 
on the amufements and interefts of the world and 
the gratification of their own lufts.—Even in their - 
attendance on public worfhip, their thoughts are 
in the ends of the earth. Such perfons fhow an 
amazing ignorance of Gon’s moral character, 
ftill this is no argument again{ft plenary revealed 
evidence of his rectitude. So with refpect to 
thofe, who are without revelation; though the 
books of nature and providence lie open, they 
have never read them. Perhaps not one in a 
million of fuch perfons have attained to a knowl- 
edge of divine goodnefs, but this doth not prove 
the total want of natural evidence whether Gop 
be a good or eyil being. 

_ FuRTHER, it is certain that the glory.of truth 
is hidden from all unholy perfons, though they 
have both the natural and revealed evidence ; 
and a fight of the glory of truth is perhaps a 
fource of higher conviction to the mind than any 
other. 

Tue following are fome of the reafons for an 
opinion, that there is fufficient natural evidence 
of divine goodnefs. 

ift. Ir there be not evidence antecedent to 
revelation, both of the being and goodnefs. of 
Gop, it is not feen how there can be a certain 
reliance on the truth of {cripture. 

_ Ivis always required we give evidence from 
creation and providence, of the being of Gop, 
before we attempt to prove a revelation is from 
him. It alfo feems proper, to evince his.good- 
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nefs from the fame fource, before we sa 
mankind to receive his word as infallible truth ; 
for if he be not a good being he may take delight 
in deceiving impotent creatures, and having great 
power, he might carry on the fraud through ma- 
ny ages, by miraculous operations, and by pre- 
dicting and fulfilling his own predictions, to 
make a final difappointment the moft diftreffing. 
—It appears, therefore, to be fit men fhould 
have prior evidence, both of the being and moral 
character of God, before they are called upon to 
receive his word as infallible truth. 

adly.. Tu {criptures do in many places, either 
directly or impliedly, refer to creation and the 
governing providence of Gop, for evidence of 
his goodnefs and moral perfection. When Gop 
looked on creation he faw the whole to be good, 
both fitted to the ufe for which it was made, and 
to fhow the goodnefs of the creator. If the crea- 
tion appeared fitted for a good defign, this was 
evidence that the creator was a good being. The 
holy fcriptures do continually appeal to the 
works of nature and providence, as evidence of 
Gon’s moral perfection and our obligation to 
ferve him. David, in calling on men to praife the 
Lorp recapitulates the works of nature, and the 
events of divine government for evidence of the du- 
ty; but thefe muftalfo be evidential of goddnefs,in 
order to fhow that we ought to praife Gop, fora 
being deftitute of goodnefs cannot, in any cafe, 
have a right to our praife. Or, if any confider 
the works of nature, as evidence only of Gon’s 
natural perfection, his knowledge and power; 
this is infuflicient, for natural perfection of the 
higheft degree without goodnefs, is not worthy 


of praile. vr? 3 
‘THE apoftle Paul, clearly decides this point, 
in the firlt and fecond chapters of the epittle 
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the Romans. He is exprefsly treating of the . 
immoral character and guilt of the heathen, and 
confiders the circumftance of their having no 
written law or revelation to teach them: (Chap. 
i, verfe 19, 20.) Becau/e that which may be known 
of Gon, is manife/t in them ; for Gon hath fhowed 
it unto them. For the invifible things of him from the 
creation of the world, are clearly feen, being under» 
Stood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Gopuean ; fo that they are without ex- 
cufe. 

Te claufe, fo that they are without excufe, fixes 
the apoftle’s meaning. The invifible things of 
Gop, and his eternal power and Gopueab, 
which are faid to be clearly feen by the things 
which are made, muft include his moral as well 
as natural perfections ; otherwife, they would not 
be without excufe. Men cannot be inexcufable 
for their fins without knowing a moral law, for 
_ where there is no law there is no tranfgreflion. 
They cannot know a moral law without a knowl- 
edge of the lawgiver. A knowledge of the law, 
and of the lawgiver’s character, mutually imply 
each other. Knowing Gop’s power only, never 
could have acquainted the heathen with a moral 
_ law, and being ignorant of this, they could not 
have been inexcufable. 

Tuis idea is confirmed by what the apoftle fays, 
(Chap. ii. verfes 12,14, 15,) For as many as have 
finned without law, fhall alfo perifh without law : 
and as many as have finned in the law fhall be judg- 
ed by the law. For when the Gentiles which have 
not the law, do by nature the things contained in the 
law, thefe having not the law are a law unto them- 
felves, which fhow the works of the law written in 
their et their confcience alfo bearing witnefs, and 
their thoughts the mean while accufing, or elfe excu- 
Ye D 7 
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Jing, one another. By having, or being without 
the written law, in this paflage ; is meant, having 
the law and inftruétion of revelation, or being 
deftitute of it. He confiders thofe who have not 
the written law, ftill as having the law, and a 
condemning or acquitting confcience. How 
there can be a knowledge of the law, and a con- 
demning coni{cience to juftify Gop inthe day of 
judgment, which the apoftle alfo mentions, is diffi- 
cult to conceive, unlefs there be evidence of his 
moral character in creation and the works of 
providence. 

In the {criptures, the heathen are often defcri- 
bed as finning againft light and knowledge—as 
being wilful in their fin—their idolatry in wor- 
fhipping ftocks and {tones, and the hoft of Heav- 
en, and in departing from the true Gop is char- 
ged as a great crime ; but it is not feen how this 
idolatry could be fo great a crime, if they had 
not evidence of Gop’s moral perfeétions, and 
fuch evidence as they would univerfally have 
feen if their hearts had been right. It is the 
moral perfections of Gop which entitle him to 
worfhip. It would be as unreafonable to worfhip 
an infinitely evil being, as it is to bow before 
ftocks and ftones. . In this manner, the fcriptures 
bear teftimony, that the goodnefs and rectitude of 
Gop are evidenced to human reafon, even with- 
out a revelation. by x 

gdly. Ter is a general tendency in the ftruc- 
ture of nature, and government of providence, to 
reward moral virtue with happinefs and to punifh 
fin with mifery ; from which, we infer the divine - 
goodnefs. rh 

Ir Gop be not a good being, why is the hu- 
man body in all refpects adapted to the cor 
ience of the pofleflor. Why is the worl 
with objects to fatisfy our neveflary 
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Ys material nature drefled in fuch a profufion of 
beauty ? An evil Gop would certainly have {pread 
it rouud with the curtains of deformity. Why is 
there a conftant provifion for the wants of man 
and beaft. Why is there a preparation for all 
the focial relations, which with the aid of virtue, 
would make the human {tate happy indeed. 
Why, in fhort, is there a natural conftitution to 
make the good happy and the finful miferable, for 
this is the cafe in both. 

THE wages or confequences of fin, are pain of 
body and mind, unhappinefs in the focial con- 
nections, and death. Intemperance is followed 
with difeafe and torment ; difhonefty with lofs of 
reputation, and mens abhorrence ; the gratifica- 
tion of finful lufts, with wars, fightings and infa- 
my. Enmity and hatred are proper names to 

-exprefs the inward torment of the finner, and a 
condemning conf{cience, is certainly found in the 
finner’s own breaft, whether he hath a revela- 
tion or not. The moft pleafing finful enjoy- 
ments are followed with diflatisfaction and a re- 
maining fenfe of want, which is not a {mall de- 
gree of mifery. Take the moft profperous fin- 
ner, one of whom the world will fay he hath ev- 
ery thing to make him happy, he {till remains 

unhappy, thro’ innumerable wants and defires of 
an unfatisfied heart. Mifery is prepared both for 
immoral actions and an unholy heart ; and fuch 

a mind will forever remain unhappy. 

On the other hand, there is a tendency in na- 
ture and providence, to reward moral virtue with 
_happinefs. . 

Temperance and induftry promote health 
and mental vigor, and give us the neceflary com- 
fortsiof time. ‘Truth and integrity obtain the 

- confidence and love of mankind. A religious 
temper and prattice produce peace of con{cience, 
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and happinefs in all the focial relations; and 
where the objects of religious love are chofen, 
peace of mind follows. ‘This general {truéture 
of nature and providence will appear to a perfon 
who confiderately examines; and if there be 
found a tendency to reward virtue with happinefs 
and to punifh vice, it fhows the creator to be 
pleafed with goodnefs, and having found with 
what he is pleafed, there is no difficulty in know- 
ing what his moral character is. 


Furtuer, the exiftence of natural confeience 
in all men will not be denied. Itis found in 
places where a revelation, in the common means 
ing of the word, never reached. Whence comes 
this judgment of natural confcience? It muft 
either be founded on furrounding natural evi. 
dence addrefled to the underftanding, or be a 
con{tant revelation to the mind; and ake latter 
is too abfurd to fuppofe. 


Ir is conceived, for thefe reafons and fundry 
others which might be mentioned, that the works 
of creation and providence contain evidence that 
Gop is a being of moft glorious goodnels. 

THE only reafon mankind do not fee this évis 
dence, is the finfulnefs of their own hearts. We 
know men have very different opinions of the di- 
vine character, and that vicious motives, and e- 
ven the enormity of fin have been attributed to 
the Gopueap. But is this confined to the pla- 
ces in which a revelation never fhone? By no 
means. In chriftian lands, a multitude of peo- 
ple, with the Bible before them, formas falfe nos 
tions of Gon’s moral perfections as the h 
do, and appear to be without-true coupe 
of divine holinefs. ¥ 
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WuerE was more grofs idolatry ever commit- 
ted than in ancient Ifrael, who had ‘the law and 
the prophets ; or than in the modern antichrift- 
ian world, poffefling the compleat cannon of 
{cripture? But we do not from this determine 
the holy fcriptures to be deficient in evidence of 
the divine holinefs, and his fole right to adoration, 
prayer and worthip. 

Tue light Poineth in the darknefs, and the dark 
nefi comprehendeth it not. This is the condemnation 
that light has come into the werld, and men love dark 
nefs rather than light.. One thing meant by light 

~ in thefe facred paflages, is evidence of truth. 
They were, perhaps, ipoken of revealed eviderice 
of truth, but apply as well to natural evidence. 
_ The abfurd notions men have had of the divine 
character, are no ground to determine againit the 
fufficiency either of natural or revealed evidence, 
» for the moral perfection of JeHovan. 

Sinrut minds do not feek evidence; they are 
prejudiced againft it; they do not fee the glory 
of truth; they try to pervert it, that they may 
gratify their own hearts, and live with a quiet 

confcience, at eafe in fin. All this is no argu- 
ment againft the fufficiency of light. In a thou- 
fand inftances, it fhines in the darknefs of an un- 
‘holy mind, and the darknefs comprehendeth it 
’ Not. . 

Suppose a creature of perfect holinefs were 
placed in the world, without a revelation; but with 
all the other means and opportunities to learn 

- Gon’s character, which men have. Itis prefum- 

_ ed, that from creation and providence he would 
~ learn the holinefs of the Lord—that he is oppo- 
“fed to fin and will punifh it—and would fay, na- 

' ture is fo filled with evidence that Gon is good, 

and fequires it in men, they will be inexcufable 
for all unholinefs, and cannot plead before the 
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judgment feat, the impoffibility of knowing the 


_ charaéter of their judge. 


Bur it may be objected, there is mifery in the 
world, and how do we know Gop doth not de- 
light in mifery, rather than in happinefs ? I an- 
fwer, fuch a holy mind as I have fuppofed, even 
from the miferies of the world, as they are ap- 
pointed and applied in the prefent divine govern- 
ment, would learn that the Lord isa good being. 
The pure and holy creature I have fuppofed, by 
means of his holinefs would fee the infinite evil 
of fin, the jultice of Gop in condemning, and 
in appointing the greateft degree of punifhment 
for the guilty; and when he come to compare 
the demerit of fin, with the mifery that aétually 
happens, he would even from this determine 
Gop to be a good being. Seeing how much 
lefs mifery there is than fin deferves—how many 
mercies are mingled with human forrows and 
pains—how kind the Lord is to the evil and un- 
thankful—how calculated his judgments are to 
warn, to reclaim, to prevent fin; and attending 
to all the circumftances under which pain and 
affliction exift, he would conclude the being who 
orders this, to be gracious and infinite in his 
goodnefs. The pains of another world will be 
retributive; but I think, that even without a rev- 
elation, there only needs a holy heart, to fee that 
the pains and miferies of this world, are fo alloted 
and mingled with alleviations and mercies, as 
prove the prefent ftate to be corrective and dif- 
ciplinary ; and if Gop appears to act rather as a 
correcting than retributing judge, thefe very pains 
are evidence of his goodnefs. . 

Ir may be objected further ; fin exifts,’ which 


Gop had power to prevent, and without a reves 


lation, this would make it probable he deli 
in fin rather than in goodnefs or holinefs! 


x 
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anfwer this let us again fuppofe a mind of per- 
fect holinefs called in, to judge of Gon’s charac- 
ter from the exifting {tate of things in the world. 
And what would he fee ? He would fee a world 
full of finners, creatures made by Gop, who are 
evil inftead of good. What befide this would he 
fee? He would behold Gop treating them with 

great patience and long fuffering—following their 
ingratitude with kindnefs—fending his rain and 
caufing his fun to fhine on the unjuft—he would 
obferve the general fyftem of nature conftructed 
to do them good, to reward every virtue with 
happinefs and every vice with pain—he would 
fee all things and events fetting the moft power- 
ful motives before them to be holy and good. 
_ From the general profpect and viewing all its 
parts, notwithftanding the fact of there being 
fin, he would conclude the Supreme Creator to 
be good; and that if he were not good, he never 
could treat finners as he doth, or fill nature and 
providence all around them with the moft pow- 
erful motives to leave their fin; and though he 
might not be able to account for the event, 
would {till determine it to be confiftent with infi- 
nite goodnefs. It is conceived, our own fin and 
prejudice is the only thing that prevents our fee- 
ing a natural evidence of Gon’s holinefs. 

Iuave enlarged on this branch of evidence 
that Gop is good, becaufe it is neceflary for two 
points ; to eftablifh the holy fcriptures, and alfo 
fully to expofe human guiltinefs, and fet the 
criminal nature of fin in fuch a point of view, as 
it will appear at the day of trial and final judg- 
ment. 

_ I xnow, that fome have endeavored to eftab- 
lith the fufficiency of a natural evidence of the 
moral character of Gop, hoping thereby to in- 
validate the need of revelation ; but I am not in 
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the leaft alarmed by the attempt. As a friend of 
revelation, I will thank all who oppofe it, to” 
affift me in collecting natural evidence of the 
goodnefs of Gop; for the more they colleét, 
the more they will eftablifh its truth, and not at 
all detract from the need of its being given. The 
more alfo, they will prove themfelves to be vi 
guilty finners, and in need of fuch a falvation by 
fovereign and fandtifying grace as is taught only 

in the holy fcriptures. 

Wuetuer Gop be infinitely good ; and 
whether infinite goodnefs will ever fave finners, 
and if he will, how it muft be done, are queftions 
diftin& in their nature, and ought not to be 
mingled. For the affirmative of the firft we have 
both natural and revealed evidence, which fhows 
the infinite evil of fin, and the tranfgreffor’s de. 
fert of eternal punifhment. For the laft, whether 
infinite goodnefs will ever pardon fin; and if he 
will, on what terms and by what expiation, we 
have only revealed evidence, the teftimony of — 
holy {cripture. 

Our szconp fource of evidence for divine 
goodnefs, is in the revelation Gop hath made of 
himfelf and his will. Though there be a fufficient — 
natural evidence, to render finners inexcufable 
in the day of judgment ; the revealed is more 
cledr and explicit. The character of Gop is 
drawn in the beft manner to affift us in conceiv- 
ing ofhim. All holinefs is attributed to him. 
The unity of his nature and counfels are aflerted. 
The doctrine of the trinity, moft important in 
the fcheme of redemption, is revealed. The 
harmony of his perfections, which men conceive 
feverally, is ftated. The promotion of holin 
and happinefs, is told to be the great defign of — 
his government in all its difpenfations. ne 


‘ . —_ 


Serm. Il. Evidence of divine goodnefi. 33 
mutability of his nature and councils, and per- 
fect harmony of his defign, in all he does, is il- 
_ luftrated. Many ofthe myfterious parts of his 
providence are opened to the under{tanding of 
creatures. ‘The final rewards of his moral gov- 
ernment, are placed before the hopes and fears 
of men, fo as to act moft powerfully upon them. 
And the inquiry, whether and how he will fave 
_ finners is determined beyond room for doubting. 


By the character of Gop, which is drawn in 
revelation, we learn him to be all goodnefs and 
love—Good in his mercies; in the afflidiions 
which he appoints to men; in forgiving the pen. 
itent, and in finally punifhing the impenitent.— 
All appearance of contradi€tion or partiality, in 
the exercife of mercy to fome, and the execution 
of ftriét juftice on others, is removed ; and the 
good of the whole, which is the only object wor- ~ - 
_ thy of infinite love, is declared to be fought by 

Gob, in all his counfels and works. 


THovucHu there be natural evidence of divine 
poednct, infinite wifdom judged a revelation of 
is true character to be proper, for many reafons. 
Sundry have been hinted, and the two following 
ought to be particularly mentioned. 

1. Ir gives great additional knowledge of the 
nature of Gon’s holinefs or goodnefs, andthe {pir- 
itual purity of his law ; whereby thefe who with to 
fervehim, are affifted in doétrine and practice, and 
wilful finners are more apparently inexcufable. 
It is a dictate of goodnefs, that the nature, both 
ef holinefs and fin, fhould come into moft plain 
view. ‘The increafe of evidence, increafes knowl- 
edge. The increafe of knowledge tends to pro- 
mote more eminent holinefs in the obedient, and . 
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thows the exceeding finfulnefs of fin) in. tran. 
greflors.. By the union of natural and revealed 
light, Gop. will become very glorious in the re- 
wards he appoints. Efpecially, the guilt and 
juit condemnation of finners will be feen with 
convincing clearnefs, when it is known that they 
tranfgrefled, both againft great natural evidence, 
and the full blaze of revealed inftruétion. 
2. Bur the moft important purpofe for which 
a revelation was given, is to determine the quef- 
tion; Whether infinite goodnels will fave finners, 
and by what means redemption is effected. From 
a fimple knowledge that Gop is good, though i It 
‘be on the greateit evidence, we cannot determine 
finners will be reclaimed, forgiven and made 
happy. ‘The law which forbids fin and denoun- 
ces eternal punifhment, was ordained in good- 
nefs ; and human reafon, from natural evidence, 
never could be certain any tranfgreflors would 
be releafed from this condémnation and punifh- 
ment. Reafon could not fay, but fin and mifery 
muft be eternal, in every inftance where they 
commence. No difcovery could be made of any 
means, for glorifying Gop and advancing the 
happinefs of his kingdom by the pardon of wick- 
ed creatures. For this knowledge we are whol- 
ly indebted to the fcriptures, and therefore-it is 
faid, that by zsus Curisr, life and immortalit 
are brought to light, that is, a holy and glorious life 
and immortality. Gop, in his word, has affured 
us fome finners fhall be faved from their fins, 
and confequently from the miferies of the world 
tocome. He hath taught us the method of re- 
demption, by the life, obedience and death of his 
Son; by a fatisfying atonement, and the fan di- 
fication of his Holy Spirit ; by a gracious forgi 
nefs, and title by free promife to the 
bleflednefs of another world. The wh 
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of gofpel doétrine confirms this grace, and 
teaches us how the unworthy are taken from 
guilt and reigning fin and brought to glory. 
When we confider the manner of redemption ; 
the connetted do¢trines in this wonderful icheme 
of grace; the character into which his people are 
formed by a divine influence; the evangelical af- 
fe€tions and duties of real chriftians ; the motives 
of divine wifdom in that mixed variety of events, 
‘which take place in this world ; together with 
the defcriptions of future glory to the faints, 
exprefled by the higheft images of prefent na- 
‘ture ; the whole ferves as an additional and the 
higheft evidence of divine goodnefs. All moral 
perfections in the Supreme Naturg, fhine with 
“thew evidence and a great degree of manifefta- 
tion, by revealed grace through a Saviour. The 
moral glory of JeHovan, is feen in the face of 
Jesus Curist, by men and angels, beyond what 
it could have been without a redemption of fin- 
ners. All this is conceded ; but from this it by 
mo means follows, there is not natural evidence 
of Gon’s holinefs. We have alfo reafon to fup- 
pofe, that evidence of Gon’s true and glorious 
character, will be increafing through eternity. 
It is now, ‘greater than it was under the Mofaic 
difpenfation ; will be greater when Gon’s church 
fhall fill the earth; greater ftill at the day of 
jadgment, and continue growing through all 
the ages of endlefs duration. 
From the fubjec&t we may infer, 
iff} Ari, who deny a revelation, on: the 
_ ground of fufficient natural evidence for the 
“moral perfection of God; allowthat, which proves 
their own guilt and mifery, and leave themfelves 
without a remedy. 
Stnners are individuals. The object of infi- 
nite goodnefs is the greateft fum of happinefs in 
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the whole, and this doth not certify us that all 
individual finners will be made the moft happy 
they can be. We could not have known, that 
one of them would ever have been forgiven, if a 
revelation had not contained the good news, 
Persons who deny a revelation, do thereby 
deny agofpel. From the goodnefs of Gop, they 
infer there is no danger for them, and thus live 
without fear of wrath to come; but they might 
as well infer, from the infinite goodnefs of Gon, 
there never had been any mifery ; which being | 
contrary to fact fhows the manner of reafoning 
to be falfe. Thofe who rejeét a revelation, in 
order to free themfelves from a fear of punith- 
ment to come, and to avoid that holy life which 
the {criptures command, becaufe they think there 
is a fufficiency of natural light concerning Gop’s 
character and the duty of men, ought alfo to re- 
member ; that they have allowed enough to 
condemn themfelves and fhow the juftice of their 
eternal punifhment, and have. left themfelves in 
a ftate of forlorn mifery and guilt, by denying 
Gop’s word, which alone contains evidence of a 
redemption thro’ the blood of Chrift. Is there 
natural evidence for the infinite goodnefs and 
holinefs of JEHovan? We allow there is. . The 
fame evidence proves men to be finners, guilty 
beings, who deferve punifhment for rebelling a- 
gainit infinite rectitude. Without the feriptures 
they are proved to be guilty, and nothing ap- 
pears but they muft be forever unpardoned. 
The more this argument is ufed againft revela- 
tion, the more certainly and juftly the perfons 
who ufe it appear to be condemned. It is ftrange, 
that any who believe a fufficiency of natural evi- 
dence, for the perfect holinefs and goodnefs of 
Gop, fhould with to banifh.a revelation fromtl 
world. To help themfelves in one way, they fhut 
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. out help in another, and leave their own eternity 
- under a’ moft awful gloom. But perhaps fuch 
perfons, by the goodnefs of Gop, do not mean 
his holinefs, juftice, and high difpleafure with fin, 
They may hepe the goodnefs of Gop is a per- 
feétion diftinét from his other moral attributes, 
‘and that its tendency is to make every creature 
‘happy whether he be holy or unholy, malicious 
or benevolent. If they have fuch an idea, they 
are miftaken in the nature of goodnefs.. Good- 
nefsand holinefs are two general expreffions, each 
of them denoting the whole infinite rectitude of 
Godhead. All fuch as from inattention to the 
fubject have thought differently are defired to ex- 
plain how an unjuit being can be good. Is an 
unjuft being good to the perfon to whom he is 
unjuft? Or can we call an unjuft being a good 
‘moral governor of the univerfe? Certainly not. 
In every cafe, what juftice admits, goodnels 
admits alfo, and Gop is good becaufe he is 
holy, juft, true and righteous ; and without thefe 
he could not be a good being. One way in 
which the gofpel declares Gon’s goodnefs, is by 
evidencing his juftice. He is juft to himfelf, 
maintains his own right, afferts his prerogatives, 
claims the honor due to him, is Jjutt to his law, 
and to his rules of government in a univerfe of 
intelligent beings. If the gofpel faved finners, 
in any way that did not preferve the rights of 
juftice moft entire, it would not prove Gopa 
good ‘aia Juftice is not only a part of good- 
nefs, ‘but if one part be more effential than anoth- 
er, this is the bafis on which infinite goodnefs 
flands. 

THERE is toom to fufpeét, that fome who al- 
low'a natural evidence of Gon’s goodnefs, do 
not Mean to include in it the juftice which con- 
demns and. bia fin; but to fet fuch perfons 
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right, we ought to convince them that infinite 
goodnels contains condemning juftice on impen- 
itent finners ; and not relinquifh the natural evi- 
dence of Gon’s perfection to filence their un- 
founded cavils. 

adly. ‘THe fubje&t fhows the greatnefs of light 
which fhineth, and the weighty evidence there i is 
of all moral and evangelical truth. : 

In the fame proportion as there is evidence of 
the divine character, there is alfo of moral truth. 
What could Gop have done more to inftrué us? 
Nature and all its parts are filled to teach us his 
holinefs. The laws of nature contain much in- 
formation. Moral good and evil are taught us 
by caufes and effects in the natural fyftem. The 
fcheme of creation, as it comes to our under- 
ftanding, leads up to a Gop, holy and Almighty, 
who is pleafed with moral virtue, and difpleafed 
with fin. We cannot look either on the day or 
night ; on the {table earth, the animated fields, 
or “glorious heavens ; without beholding evidence 
of the creator’s charaéter, who is. the pattern to 
be imitated. Doth not our confcious unlikenefs 
to him condemn us? 

His providential government of nations and 
‘individuals teaches the fame truth. “The hiftory 
of kingdoms and men contains a hiftory of Gop’s 
counfels and reétitude. Divine revelation fhines 
with a brighter light, and teaches us how Gop- 
the Son, came from heaven to earth to prove the 
holinefs or goodnefs of the Father. - Naturaland 
revealed evidence confirm each other, and in un- 
ion contain the highelt fum of inftruétion, which 
the prefent period ofbeing admits. An increafe of 
evidence for any truth does not fhow, that there 
was not previoufly enough to convince an n 
prejudiced mind. It is often inquired why Gon 
gives increafing evidence of truth, and his 
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is equitable in his treatment of creatures. For 
doing thus he may have many reafons, and there 
is one that is neceflary in the nature of things. 
The degree of prefent evidence often depends on 
paft events. What Gop and men have been do- 
ing fince the creation, directs our prefent judg- 
ment of his character, and thus there will be an 
eternal accumulation of evidence, for truth that 
hath always been witnefled fufficiently, to con- 
vince an unprejudiced mind. The ignorance of 
Gon’s character, which there is in the world, 
comes from the depravity of mens hearts. Evi- 
dence will not inftruct all individuals in a finful 
world; for tho’ it be fufficient the heart oppofes, 
and this oppofition is againft both the light of 
nature and of revelation. 
3dly. Tue fubject teaches us that all who are 
finally impenitent will be inexcufable before 
Gop. When they are in the prefence of the 
Holy Judge, as we all fhall be after a few mo- 
ments more ; when their appetites are reftrained 
by their fituation, and there is no longer a pofli- 
bility of poflefling worldly objects of fin, they will 
be furprized at their own {ftupidity while mercy 
was offered. The greatnefs of light againftwhich 
they finned will prove their guilt. Through a 
confcioufnefs of its being the greateft poffible, 
their mouths will be ftopped, and they will be 
felf-condemned, as perfons who have finned a- 
gainft nature, providence and revelation. Toa 
perfon in this fituation how dreadful muft a prof- 
Hi of eternity be! How piercing the reflection, 
ere I exift, and muft exift forever, a miferable 
creature ! My heart is at variance with my rea- 
i and con{cience, and the conflict muft be e- 
ternal! Here lies the gnawing worm in my own 
bofom ! Outward afflittions for fuch an endlefs 
duration would be dreadful, but this inward pain 
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who can bear! Every objection I. offer ~ 
Gop or his government becomes evidente.of 
my guilt and sean I can neither fle 
change, nor endure! I accufe myfelf, and ftill 
love the fin I accufe! If there might be an end— 
but eternity feals my defpair ! 

Ir any in the pleafing fecurity of fin fhould 
chance to read thefe lines, they will probably clofe 
the page, call the writer an enthufialt, and fay ; 
in thefe days we are not ufed to fuch a {tory, 
once it would have done, but now it is too late 
to affrighten men. But ftay, my fellow mortal, 

i. beg hee to confider, It is for thy own good 
this is requefted. Haft thou examined the fub- 
ject thoroughly ? Art thou certain thy own hopes 
are well founded ? Doth not thy own confeience 
fometimes upbraid thee, and fay it is poflible this 
may be true, and if it be, my condition is bad in- 
deed : If thou wert on a death bed, would it be 
poffible to put by thefe reflections ? Andis it not 
folly to poftpone uatih the hour of dying, a prep- 
aration for eternity? This is of all times the 
moft unfit, and there. is little reafon to expect, 
that Gop, who hath been long negleéted, will 
then fhow mercy. Let the goodnefs of Gop, in 
which we all fhare, lead us to repentance. Our 
means of in{truction are great... If the ight: be 
refifted it will be a favor of death unto death ; 
but if faithfully improved, will guide us to ‘man. 
fions of glory in the nadane God. AMEN. | » 
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The juftice of Gon. 


REVELATIONS XV. 3. 
— usr and true are thy ways thou King of faints ! 


le juftice of Gop is a moft amiable per- 
fection.—Our text is part of the fong of 
Mofes and the Lamb.—Mofes gave the law, and 
the Lamb of Gop gave the gofpel of peace and 
reconciliation. The inhabitants of heaven fing 
an anthem, in which, law and gofpel unite to 
praife Gop for his holinefs and juftice. Great 
and marvellous are thy works, Lorpv Gop Almighty £ 
Fujft and true are'thy ways, thou King of faints ! 
Who Shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name? For thou only art holy : For all nations fhall 
come and worfbip before thee, for thy judgments are 
made manifé/t. 
 Tuis is {ung by the holy inhabitants of heav- 
en, introductory to the feven angels going forth 
with the feven laft plagues, the vials of divine 
wrath, to be poured on a finful world.—-We are _ 
Ws E 
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probably now in the midft of that period, the 
forefight of which caufed the holy mame 
of heaven to’ blefs Gon. 

Tue fong concludes with thefe words, i na- 
tions {hall worfbip before thee, for thy judgments are 
made manifeft. The punifhing judgments of 
Gop upon the wicked, are here afligned asa - 
proper caufe for worthip: and praife.—Thofe who 
are perfectly holy, fee a fitnefs that the judg- 
ments of Gop fhould be executed upon the wick- 
ed, and it is an amiable part of his character that 
he doth it. Every thing in Gop’s character and 
government is rational and excellent, and there 
is as much propriety that fin be punifhed, as that 
virtue be rewarded with happinefs.—In the Rev- 
elations made to St. John, we often find the holy 
faints of heaven, praifing and blefling Gop, for 
his judgments on the wicked; and it is folely 
owing to the depravity of our hearts, that we 
have not the fame view of his juftice, in’ punifh- 
ing fin, I fhall endeavor ta illuftrate ihe fol. 
lowing doérinal truth. 


Tue juttice of Gop in punifhing fori is an 
amiable perfection. vu 
Aut are willing to allow hide juftice is sc 
ble both in Gop and creatures, when it promotes 
their interefts ; and doth not carry with it either 
punifhment or a denial of their defires. So far 
as this, we may find the moft finful and felfith, 
allowing the amiablenefs of juftice. But in fach 
cafes, it is not the holy amiablenefs of juftice 
which they approve; and even their acquief- 
cence in this divine attribute is as finful, as. their 
own hearts be.—Indeed, it is not the. real j ju 
of Gop, as it exifts in his infinite mine 
difplayed in his government, which th 
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-’ I wave limited the truth to be confidered, to 
the juftice of Gop in punifhing fin ; becaufe the 
anthem of praife, from which our text is taken, 
appears to be predicated on his punitory judg- 
ments; and alfo, becaufe, it is this part of the 

_ divine government, again{ft which the corrupt 

heart moft apparently rifes, and judges to be un- 
amiable. 

NotTwiTHsTanviINne the frequency of fuch 
apprehenfions, in this finful world, we have the 
beft reafon to determine that none can be faved 
by the gofpel of Curist, until they fee the ami- 
ablenefs ot divine juftice, both in forbiding and 
punifhing fin. Salvation by the grace of Gop 
in Jesus CurisT, implies a ftate of the heart, 
which feels the juftice of condemnation, and 
knows that Gop would be very glorious in pun- 
ifhing, if he faw it to be beft. With no other 
views, can the creature fincerely pray, Gop be 
merciful to me a finner, who have no right to plead, 
and whom thou mighteft glorioufly fubje<t to the 
full penalties of the law. 


' Brrore I proceed to fhow the amiablenefs of 
divine juftice in punifhing fin, it is proper, I 
fhould make a remark or two to prevent mifcon- 
ception. 

We mutt diftinguith between the amiablenefs 

of divine juftice, and the amiablenefs of the im- 
“mediate effects produced by it. A punifhment 
confifting in pain, either of body or mind, is the 
immediate effe€&t produced; and this, in itfelf, 
«can'never be defirable. Pain or unhappinefs, 
confidered without regard to the confequences 
flowing from it, is alike undefirable both to good 
and bad minds, and to Gon himfelf. 

» Ir wasundefirable to the holy Jesus, in his 
own. cafe; ftill he prayed to the Father, For this 
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cauje came I to this hour, that 1 fhould-fuffer. Fa. 
ther glorify thyfelf, in caufing me to fuffer. His 
fufferings were undefirable ; but he faw an infi- 
nite amiablenefs in the juftice of Gop, which 
brought him to the hour of pain; and it was a 
moft amiable temper in him, cheerfully to fub- 
mit to his paffion.. 

A man, in his own cafe, may very rationally 
prefer a natural evil, for the fake of a greater 
good to follow. The moft holy governor of the 
univerfe, may appoint unhappinefs to the finner, 
which in itfelf is undefirable in his fight ; for the 
fake of a greater good in his kingdom, This 
is nothing like delighting in mifery ; ang thofe, 
who conceive the punifhing juftice of Gop to be 
of this kind, have never formed a true apprehen- 
fion of this glorious attribute. mm 

Ir is, doubtlefs, a very common thing, for men 
to have this falfe notion of Gonp’s punitory juf- 
tice; and from not inquiring into the true na- 


-ture.of the attribute, they find difficulty in recon- 


ciling it with goodnefs.—Goodnefs never delights 
in unhappinefs for its own fake, neither doth 
punifhing juftice. In this refpe&t, goodnefs and 


Jultice are agreed, as on examination, we fhall 


find they be in all others. The reafon men are 
fo prone to form this falfe notion of juftice, is 
their own finfulnefs—They have the depraved 
exercifes of hatred and revenge, and it a 
them to fee the pain of theirenemies. The holy 
and good Gop is never, in this way, delighted 
with the unhappinefs of finful creatures. It is 
not ftrange, that thofe who form an opinion of 
divine juftice, on the model of their own bad 
pafiions, fhould find reafon .enough to faultwit. 
While their own deformity:is hidden from thet 
fight thro’ felfifhnefs, they can in anoth 2 
fee it to be unamiable, if oppofed to their d 
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~ or intereits—We mutt go to very different four- 
ces, to difcover the amiablenefs of juftice ; which 
I fhall now attempt, in the three following par- 
ticulars. 
I. Tue juftice which punifhes fin, as it exifts 
in the divine mind, is an exercife of goodnefs. 
II. THe execution of juftice produces the beft 
effects in fociety. 
IL. Ir treats the finner according to his true 
character and deferts. 
I. Ir is amiable as it exifts in the divine mind, 
becaufe it is an exercife of goodnefs. The juf- 
.tice of Gop, which inclines him to punifh, is 
part 6f his goodnefs. Tho’ it produces different 
effects, in the condition of the creature who is 
punithed, from what would be by the exercife of 
grace; {till as it exifts in the infinite mind of 
Gop, it cannot be diftinguifhed from his glori- 
ous love to himfelf and his holy kingdom. Gon 
hath the fame motive to punifh fome finners, as 
he hath to forgive others. The whole divine 
rectitude moves towards ‘one ultimate end or 
object, and neither’ his counfels or works are 
divided in their final tendency. One great de- 
fign runs uniformly through his eternal counfelsy- 
and the execution of them by creation, govern- 
ment, redemption, the glory of his faints, and the 
-punifhment of finners. ‘his defign is to make 
the moft happy univerfe—the greateit fum of 
holy felicity. ‘Lhe punifhment of fin, like all his 
other works, leads direftly to this end. So that 
juttice, as it exifts in Gop, is goodnefs. Puni- 
. tory juftice is as neceflary to make him a being 
of infinite goodnefs, as his difpofition to forgive 
and glorify repenting finners. ‘Vhis infinite good- 
nefs and juftice hath no private end, or partial 
defires. He fanctifies and forgives fuch as the 
general good requires ; and leaves and punithes 
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fome for the fame end. If Gop’s general mo- 
tives be the fame, in the exercife both of punifh- 
ment and of grace; his character is as amiable 
in one asin the ether. To omit either would be 
an infringement on his rectitude, and he would 
not be a Gop of eternal holinefs. 

Tue inhabitants of heaven, reprefented in the 
Vifion of John, had this apprehenfion of puni- 
tory juitice ; or they would not have broke forth, 
in a rapturous anthem of praife, on feeing the 
feven angels go forth, to execute the feven a 
eit plagues ona guilty world. 


Il. Tue execution of juftice, ins oe phinith- 
ment of fin, produces good effects in fociety. 

Ir is the good effects or confequences which 
come from punifhment, which caufe infinite love 
to choofe it. The benefit of divine judgments, 
in {uch a itate as the prefent, are very apparent. 
If there were no punifhment, the earth would be 
filled with violence.—Sinful -men, who are not 
drawn by love to think of Gop and feek him, 
would foon forget and give themfelves up to eve- 
ry vice.—Every thing w vould be dire&ted, by the 
outbreaking pailions and appetites of wickednefs ; 
and a fenfe oi moral obligation, either to Gorar 
men, would be almoft wholly effaced from. the 
mind.—The condition of things would be wholly 
unfit for a {tate of probation.—It is probable, if 
there were no punifhment here, but whatis found 
in the very exerciie of finful palinaeiecienaes 
be more miferable through an excefs of their 
paffions, than they now are with all-the jody: 
ments inflicted by a righteous Gop ; fo chases 
fidering the nature of fin, the prefent punifhments — 
of Gop, do on the whole leffen ‘the quantity « 
unhappinefs in the world. » This is ade oy 
ithment and the fear of it, acting asa reftr 
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thofe finful perfons who have no love of Gop 
and his law. 


Bur we ought not to confine our view of the 
fubject within thefe limits. 

Tue prophet Hofea faith, “* Thy judgments are 
as the light that goeth forth.’ By judgments are 
here meant punifhments. They are a light in 
time, and will be through eternity. A light, 
without which, the full excellence of holinefs can 
be neither known nor felt by creatures. They 
are a light to teach the holinefs of Gop—the 
determined rectitude of his nature—his abhor- 
rence of fin—his determination to fupport his 
moral law and government, by which myriads 
of creatures are made bleffed. They are a light 
to fhow the evil tendency of fin, for a great part 
of the punifhment, flows immediately from its 
yery nature and exercife. The greateft happi- 
nefs in the created univerfe, is made by feeing the 
true character of Gop ; but how could this be 
feen, if he did not punifh fin. If punifhment were 
feparated from fin, it would go far to involve the 
moral fyftem in darknels, and thus take away the 
greateft means of intelligent biefiednefs. 

Ir any fuppofe, that the punifhments of another 
world, are defigned only to gratify {ome paflions 
of the ‘Supreme mind, fimilar to the vengeance of 
finful mortals ; they have indeed formed a debaf- 
ing opinion both of Gop and his government. 
Thefe punifhments are defigned to be a fhining 
light through eternity, and will be neceffary for 
the beft good of fociety, on the great {cale in 
which it fubfifts—Admit the exiftence of fin, 
and this is a fact which cannot be denied,and pun- 
ifhment is neceflary for the general glory and 
good ; and the juftice of Gop who inflicts it, is an 
amiable part of his | character. There never will 
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be an inftance of punifhment in the divine gov= 
ernment, that is not folicited by the moft benevé= 
lent motives. When the attention of men is ar- 
refted by the mighty power of Gop, they will fee 
this truth fo fully, as to filence thofe objections. 
which now rife againft divine juftice. "Though 
the heart may remain in full oppofition, the tongue 
will have no argument to plead; and it will be 
one great ingredient of mifery to have a heart op- 
pofed to the Supreme governrhent, without a rea- 
fon to fhew how itis wrong. 


HL. Tue punifhing juftice of Gon treats the 
finner according to his true deferts. ?, 


Ir is known, that if the finner did not deferve 
punifhment, the divine charaéter would not be 
amiable in executing it; but there isa full defert 
of all, that is or ever will be endured by the 
wicked. site 

Tue finner is oppofed to that holy temper, 
law, government and practice, which are abfo- 
lutely neceffary to make the univerfe moft hap- 
py. All the principles of fin are oppofed to fos 
cial good, and we can confider the fyftem of in. 
telligence in no other view, than a great fociety, 
under the government of an infinite king. So 
much abhorrence, as is due toa fet of principles, 
which have a natural tendency to deftroy all hap- 
pinefs; the fame is due to the principles of a 
finner’s heart. And how fhall this abhorrence 
be expreffed, by a good mind and a good goy- 
ernor, except it be by punifhment ? Let the man, 
who can fhow any other way, come forth and 
teach the world. eee n,. i 


Bur it may be inquired, is it poffible the ‘i 
ciples of fin fhould go thus far? Dosim 
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mean this by their vices? Have they this enmity 
againft Gop and the univerfe ? Let {cripture 
anfwer. The friendfhip of the world is enmity with 
Gop ; whoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world, is the enemy of Gop. Jamesiv. 4. Su- 
preme love of the world and of felf, is enmity 
with Gop.—Is not this fupreme love of felf and 
the world natural to men, or do they love Gop 
more? Let their actions tell. Let their daily 
appearance, their devotion to time and forgetting 
of Gop tell. Let their prayerlefs lives and op- 
pofition to the kingdom of Curist tell. Leta 
review of their hearts and the fubjects which 
have occupied their meditations tell—Let them 
confiderately, and in the fear of the Moft High, 
anfwer this queftion ; Haye I loved Gop more 
than all other things with the chief {trength of 
my heart and mind ?—It is enmity and an injury 
to.Gop to deny him that which the infinite 
_ perfection of his nature deferves, or to love the 
world and ourfelves more than we love him ; 
and there needs nothing but an extenfion of 
thefe bad affections in the heart, to wifh and at- 
tempt the higheft rebellion againft heaven. 


Bur do finners mean this in all their evil ac- 
tions and affections? It is poffible they may not 
think of this in all they do; yet they mean to do 
that, which feripture and confcience tell them to 
be wrong.—They will purfue this, fo long as it 
promotes their own defigns; and add opportu- 
nity and power to their hands, there would be no 
check to the immoral difpofition. A luft to in- 
jure another, is the very principle which ends in 
killing ; anda denial of one divine right, implies 
a denial of all. Hence the apoftle James faith, 
. He that offends, againft the law, in one point is guil- 
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ty of all. ' This isthe nature of an unholy tem- . 
per, and that evil heart which is natural to man. 
No one will deny that it deferves punifhment, 
and who can fhow that eternal punifhment is be- 
yond the defert? When we confider, that it is 
atemper directly aimed againft an infinite and 
eternal good, no lefs than the whole happinefs of 
Gop and his kingdom ; that it never {tops in its 
claims ; never gives up the throne to Gop, to 
whom it is due, but repines and is uneafy ; never 
ceafes coveting, nor can ceafe, until a univerfe is 
{wallowed up in its defires ; that no motive of rea- 
fon or equity, no new light of doétrinal informa- 
tion will alter this difpofition ; thefe things being 
conceded, who can defcribe the greatnels of the 
finners defert of punifhment? Defert of punith- 
ment, doth not confift in a certain quantity of re- 
venge being due to a certain quantity of fin; but 
it arifes from the finners relation to a holy Gop, 
and the great kingdom of intelligence——By fin 
he hath loft all claim to good and is expofed to 
evil: and the evil deferved, is juft fo much, as 
general good requires. When we attend to the 
nature of fin to deftroy the greateft good, and 
the infinite object againft which it is levelled ; 
human imagination cannot conceive a greater or 
more durable punifhment, than the public good 
may require, and Gop who knoweth all things, 
hath been pleafed to tell usitis withoutend. 
On thefe grounds, it is fuppofed that the juf- 
tice of Gop which punifhes fin, is an amiable 
perfection. It is an exercife of. divine benevo- 
lence ; produces the beft effects in fociety; and 
is according to the finners true deferts. The 
fcriptures bear abundant teftimony, to the excel- 
lence and amiable glory of Gon’s juftice. They 


call on men to love and ferve him—to ife 
confidence and truft—to fear and praife him— 
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becaufe he is a‘juftGop. Indeed, if the juftice 
of Gop could be rightly impeached, in the {mal- 
left inftance, it would overthrow the foundation 
of creatures happinefs. 


A SERIOUS improvement may be made of this 
fubject. 


1. Iv teaches us the danger of fin, and the 
certainty of punifhment on thofe who do not re- 
pent. 

Ir fhows that Gop doth not {peak capricioufly 
‘in his threatenings, nor act under the influence 
of fuch paffionate hatred as men often feel. If 
this were the cafe, finners might hope he would 
relent and pafflion fubfide; but as the cafe now 
is, all the evidence of his being good may be ad- 
duced to prove the certain fulfilment of his 
threatenings. Goodnefs, infinite goodnels is the 
fame juftice ; which threatens, condemns, and 
will execute. ‘To what can the finner appeal ? 
If he flies away from juftice, to fome perfection 
of JeHovaH which he thinks more mild; infi- 
nite love will anfwer, it is I who am executing 
this, and if I fhould defift, I could not be good 

to myfelf, and the immenfe creation around me. 
My juttice, with which you are rightly terrified, 
is that goodnefs which fpread the heavens, found- 
ed the earth, peopled the univerfe, and governs 
for their happinefs. There is no perfection in 
Gop more mild than juftice ; no compaflion dif- 
ferent from it, to which the finner whois finally 
condemned, may addrefs himfelf for efcape. 
* -FurtTuer, when the finner comes to fee all 
thefe truths, as they will at laft be exhibited ; it 
will fix the feverity of that part of his punifh- 
ment, which arifes from felf-accufation, and will 
complete his defpair of aremedy. ‘Tho’ he can. 
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not fee the beauty of holinefs, as it is feen by 
Gop and holy minds; his reafon will be con- 
vinced it is the goodnefs of Gop which paffed the 
fentence, and that the re€titude which condemn- 
ed him is the foundation of heavenly blifs. As 
the evidence of Gon’s goodnefs increafes to his 
knowledge, which will probably be the cafe thro’ 
eternity ; it will at the fame time be evidence of 
the perpetuity of his own fentence. _ The accufa- 
tions of confcience accompanied with defpair, in 
fuch a cafe, muft be extreme mifery. It is a fear. 
ful thing to fall into the hands even of a good 
Gop, when he comes forth as a condemning 
judge ; and the terrors grow in proportion to the 
infinitude of his love. In view of this, Gop in 
the character of a Saviour addrefling himfelf to 
prifoners of ope, exhorts us to immediate. re- 
pentance, and without delay to efcape for our 
lives. 


adly. To affift our felfexamination, it becomes 
us to inquire, whether the juftice of Gop appears 
to us an amiable perfeGtion ; and if we think it 
doth, on what ground ? 

Gon’s whole charaéter appears amiable to the 
holy. They are not difpofed to feparate his va- 
rious perfections in refpect of beauty, as men con- 
ceive and fpeak of them under different names.- 
His juttice, his fovereignty appear as lovely as his 
grace. Finite creatures mult confider an infinite 
mind by parts, and all the parts to a fanétified 
foul appear lovely alike. He doth not fay, this 
perfection I admire—of another I am fome afraid 
—and a third, I with were removed from the fu- 
preme nature. Any thing of this kind in our 
feeling, fhows a want of conformity to Gop, 
that his fpirit doth not dwell and reign i 
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Tue faints of Gop love his juftice, becaufe it 
is neceflary for his glory and the good of his 
kingdom ; for tho’ it may diminifh their own 
happinefs, it increafes the whole. 

Ir we think ourfelves friendly to divine juftice, 
let us enquire on what ground our friendfhip 
ftands !—The heart is very deceitful, and fin hath 
a blinding power. We may havea very {trong 
hope, that our own fins are forgiven, fo that 
juftice will never injure us, and that all its effects 
will fall on others while we are fafe. If this, be 
the only reafon of acquiefcing in Gon’s juftice, 
we are hypocrites. A holy approbation of juf- 
tice is not altered by any felfifh confideration ; 
but can cheerfully fay this is a glorious attribute, 
and will forever remain fo, whatever its effects 
may be in my own cafe. 


gdly. Ir is neceffary finners fhould fubmit to 
the juftice of Gop in condemning, and fee the 
fitnefs of the fentence he hath pafled, before they 
can be benefitted by the grace of the gofpel, and 
accepted thro’ Curist. They muft come as 
penitents and mourners for fin, and they never 
can be true mourners for fin, until the juftice 
which condemns them appears right and amiable, 
and worthy of an infinite and perfect Gop. 
Coming to Gop and Curist, in the gofpel way, 
is a friendly exercife of the heart—friendly to 
Gop himfelf—to the Mediator—to his law and 
- gof{pel—and to his government. The object to 
- which we are friendly, whether it be divine or 
human, appears amiable. Sinners do not come 
to Curist the Saviour, until he appears glorious 
in all his perfections ; in his juftice, as well as his 
grace. ‘he rifing of our hearts againft the fen- 
tence of our own condemnation, not only proves 
our want of holinefs, but a want of that renova. 
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tion, which muft precede our coming to Carist 
ina faving way. When finners have feen the 
fitnefs and the excellency of juftice, they will 
loathe themfelves—will mourn for fin—will be 
pleafed with the gofpel plan—and with the char- 
acter of Chrift. ‘They will come, receive, truft, 
and glorify him; and none of thefe exercifes can 
take place, until there hath been a reconciliation 
‘of heart to the juftice of Gop. By thefe ob- 
fervations, we may bring our hearts to very ftriét 
examination; and all will do it, who have true 
apprehentions of the confequences depending. 


4thly. How great will the glory of Gop ap- 
pear, after the conclufion of the prefent ftate, 
when all moral agents in the creation, of whom 
we have any knowledge, have received their por- 
tion ! 

‘How glorious in all his attributes—in creating 
goodnefs—in redeeming grace—in his patience 
and forbearance with a world of finners—in for- 
giving, fanctifying and glorifying the guilty— 
and alfo in the execution of juftice. Juftice is the 
attribute with which men are moft ready to con- 
tend, for they are afraid of it; but it will in the 
end appear both glorious and good. Enough is 
now feen to fix deep guilt on the tranfgreffor, and 
more will be feenin the progrefs of divine gov- 
ernment ; fo that the fong of Mofes and the Lamb 
will be forever fung. It will be feen, that to be 
jult is to be good; andin the adminiftration of 
Gop, thefe two names of his character are never 
feparated. All holy creatures will agree in this, 
not becaufe they delight in pain, or have a pleaf- 
ure in natural evil, for this is far from their 
hearts.—It is becaufe they delight in good, and 

fee the glory of goodnefs and juftice to a 


fame. 
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sthly. Tue defcription that hath been given 
of divine juftice, fhows the perfect harmony of 
the law and gofpel. 

Ir is very common for men to fall into the 
unfcriptural notion, that the law and gofpel of 
Gop are in fome way oppofed. The reafon of 
fuch an opinion is, that the law condemns finners 
and the gofpel pardons them. ‘This is truth, 
ftill the gofpel doth not pardon them in a way, 
which oppofes the law. Grace doth not abound, 
in fuch a manner, as accufes the nature of juftice. 
Mercy and truth have met together, righteou/ne/s and 
peace have kiffed each cther. Where is the glory 
of condemning juftice, fo fully proved, as by a 
gofpel of grace ? If juftice had not been amiable, 
‘Gop would not have given his fon to fanctify its 
claims. If Curist had not feen an amiablenefs 
in the juftice of Gop and the law, he would not 
have borne the curfe on the crofs. The gofpel 
is a moft full difplay of the glory of the law, and 
the forgivenefs of free grace magnifies condemn- 
ing juftice. Thus Gop glorifies all his perfect- 
ions! Thus grace and juftice will ever harmo- 
nize! Thus both the falvation and punifhment of 
finners will make Gop to be adored forever and 
ever |———AMEN. 
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SERMON IV. 


The fovereignty of Gop. 


LUKE X. 21. 


Iy that hour ‘esus rejoiced in fpirit, and faid, I 
__ thank thee,O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou haft hid thefe things from the wife and 
prudent, and revealed them unto babes : Even fo, 
Father ; for fo it feemed good in thy fight. 


E fovereignty of Gop in the difpenfations 

of nature and grace, is one of thofe truths 
im which all who are good will rejoice. The vir- 
tuous delight in it, the evil are oppofed to it. 
The virtuous choofe a fovereign Gop; the evil 
with him to be removed from the throne. This 
prejudice againft divine fovereignty, fhows both 
the wickednefs and folly of finners.—It fhows 
their folly as much as their wickednefs ; for the 
only poflible hope of tranfgreflors ftands upon the 
fovereignty of JeHovaH; and if he were not 
fuch, it would be eternally impoffible,that a guilty 
creature fhould ever come to the holinefs and glo- 
ry of heaven, 

H 
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Tuus our Saviour viewed the doétrine. In _ 
fight of it he rejoiced in fpirit,‘for he faw it to be 
right, and he always rejoiced in right things ; he 
faw it to be for the glory of Gop, which was 
dear to him ; he fawit to be the broad, the fure 
foundation of finners redemption, and that a 
{cheme of grace could {tand and be executed, on 
no other truth.—For thefe reafons he rejoiced in 
fpirit, and faid, I thank thee, Father, that thou haft 
hid thefe things from the wife and prudent, in their 
own opinion; from thofe who take on themfelves 
to judge better than thy word, and to know by 
their own reafon what theLord of all theearth may 
and will do; from thofe, who trufting to them- 
felves and their own works, cannot fubmit to the 
foul humbling terms of the gofpel. I thank thee, 
Father, that thou haft revealed thefe things unto 
babes ; unto thofe who are weak, ignorant and 
guilty, and in every fenfe without ftrength; for 
{uch are all, whom the fovereign mercy of Gop 
faves, before they are fandtified and enlightened 
by his {pirit. ‘ 


Curist might alfo have a fpecial reference:to 
the character of the difciples,, who had then re- 
ceived him. They were babes in all external, 
worldly advantages, compared with’ the feribes, 
pharifees and fpiritual lawgivers of the jewifh 
nation, from whofe eyes, the glory of Curis 
and the gofpel was hidden by their own fin. 
To the difciples there was a revelation, through 
the renovation of their hearts, of the fpiritual 
glory of Gop—the preciouinefls of Curis, and 

the fitnefs of his gofpel, to redeem finners.* 
Even fo Father for fo it feemed good in thy - 
‘Thefe are words of great emphafis ani 
ing, in Curist’s addrefs to the Father, 
preceding claufes he had:acknowledge 
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“efficiency in hiding from fome and revealing to 
-others, and had praifed Gop for this efficiency ; 
and in thefe words, he traces up the diftinGtion 
that was made between men, to the fovereign 
council of Gop, and acknowledges the fitnefs of 
it—Thofe who fee the divine character right, 
will know it to be a fit and defirable thing, that 
Gop fhould act fovereignly in all his appoint- 
ments, and in the diftinctions made between 
men, in the prefent and future difpenfations of 
his government. P 


IsHALL attempt to illuftrate the following 
truth. bs 


‘Tue fovereignty of Gop, in all cafes, is glo- 
rious for himfelf, and a reafon of rejoicing for 
_ creatures. 


‘Tue following definition may be given of the 
divine fovereignty. } 

Ir is his all-powerful acting, according to his own 
will, and by motives derived from within his own 
mind. 


To his purpofe and adcting there can be no ef- 
fectual refiftance, for he is Almighty in all things; ~ 
and the ineffectual refiftance that is made to his 
will by finners, arifes from his permiffion, is 
wholly under his. control, and managed by 
_ him, in all refpects, as he pleafeth. 
- Tuat Gop hath in faé this fovereign action, 
and that creatures ought to rejoice in it, are truths 
to which the holy {criptures bear the moft full 
teftimony ; and they are truths which arife from 
the nature of an infinite being, who is the fole 
creator and preferver of finite exiftence.—To 
fuppofe the contrary, would be the fame as to 
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conclude, he is not the fole creator—-The Lord 
in his word, every where claims this fovereignty 
to himfelf. The counfel of the Lord ftandeth for- 
ever ; the thoughts of his heart to all generations.— 
For Gop is in the heavens ; he hath done what, oy 
er he pleafed.—I form light, and create darkngfs ; 
“make peace, and create evil : I the Lorddo all the 
things.—Who worketh ail things after the counfel of 
bis own will. Gop challenges a fupremacy over 
the whole creatioa—the luminaries of heaven 
and the earth—the feafons—the laws of nature 
-——kings and empires—the minds of men and 
angels—the good and the bad—the paift the pref- 
ent and the future. He {peaks of thefe as his 
agents, which are purfuing the deftination of 
his councils ; and reprefents in the moft forcible 
language, his high independence of any thing. eX- 
ternal to himfelf. 

He afferts the fitnefs that this fhould ee the 
cafe, and afligns, “‘ Thus faith the Lord” as fut- 
ficient reafon, for the higheft creature both to be- | 
lieve and obey. | 


In comforting his people, he afligns has own 
fovereignty, as a reafon for their trufting and re- 
joicing in him forever more ; andreprefents their 
blefiednefs, ftanding upon the independent good. 
nefs of his nature. 

Axso in threatening finners with punifhment, 
its certainty is urged, by his being a fovereign, 
and by the impoflibility of any releafe from. his 
hand, or foreign influence on his determination, 


Tue whole law and gofpel harmonize in thefe , 
ideas of divine fovereignty—take this away from 
the divine character, and it breaks the obligati 
of the law, and difunites the do&trines of 
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pelfcheme, fo that they muft become ineffica- 
cious for falvation. 


Due abfolute fupremacy of Gop, is one of 
thofe doctrines, againft which the unholy heart 

” naturally rifes—Pride is mortified ; a wicked 
‘felfifhnefs is crofled by it; and the finner fees 
that his only fafety depends on the entire fubmif- 
fion of his will. Further, this fovereignty fhows 

_ the abfolute neceflity, either of choofing what is 
not loved, or remaining under Gon’s difpleaf- 
ure; fo that the doétrine becomes alarming to 
his fears~—Hence, as might be expected, hath 
arifen many objections and mifreprefentations of 
the doctrine ; efpecially, that it gives a gloomy 
and unlovely view of the divine chara&er, and 
makes him more an object of dread than of de- 


light. 


Yo difpel the miftake; filence the objections 
ofa bad heart; and more fully fhow, that Gon’s 
fovereignty is glorious for himfelf, and a reafon- 
able ground for creatures to rejoice, the follow- 

‘ing things concerning it ought to be confidered. 
1. Tue fovereign determination and acting of 
Gop is not without motive and fyftem, nor is it 

the excefs of bad paffions. 

INDEED, we cannot conceive, that Soitlligent 

_ beings fhould, in any cafe whatever, ac without 
“motive; but they may act without fyftem.—By 
acting without fyftem, I mean acting from the im- 
g pale: of prefent paflion, without a regard to what 
is rational and right.—This, in a great meafure, 
is the cafe with all finful beings. In ufing the 
word fovereign, we fhould diftinguith between 

_ its meaning, when applied to guilty finners, and 

when applied to an infinite and holy Gop.— 


’ ant. 
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Sovereignty, in the hand. even of a holy creature 
would not be defirable, becaufe he cannot have 
knowledge to direct its operations.—Let his heart 
be ever fo good, it would be dangerous to the 
univerfe, through a want of knowledge and pow- 
er to exercife it in the beft manner. 


SovEREIGNTY, in the hands of an unholy 
creature, is dreadful in all refpects ; for he hath 
neither under{tanding nor a heart to do wifely. 
Such fupremacy as evil men often exercife, hath 
raifed a prejudice againft the word in fome 
minds, who would rejoice in the afcription of 
fovereignty to Gon, if they underftood it right 
in this high application—In the fupremacy of 
guilty men, there is tyranny, oppreflion, a wan- 
ton exercile of power according to the prefent 
impulfe of paflion, abfurdity and mifery. Reafon 
is difregarded ; right is forgotten, and jealoufy, 
enmity and rage act in the place of calm delibe- 
ration.—There can be no confiftency in fuch a 
fovereignty as this. Thofe who aé under it 
know not how to obey or pleafe; or whether 
they fhall meet the capricious fmile or the war- 
rant of death. ‘There cannot be the order and 
confiftency of fyftem, in the paffions of fin. They 
flow from a felfifh fource,and act from the paffion 
of the prefent moment.—If omnipotence and in- 
finite knowledge were given to a finful mind, he 
could not reduce the exercifes and practice of 
fin to a confiftent and fafe fyftem of aétion. He 
never could gain perfect happinefs. Perfeét hap- » 
pinefs, arifes from the enjoyment of an object, 
commenfurate to the capacity of enjoying; but. 
the finner never can find this in himfelf, nor in 
all the creatures, though they were by an infi- 
nite power, fubordinated to his wifhes.—The na- 
ture of minds and of the creatures doth ii 


\ 
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it. The fovereignty of a finful creature muft ne- 
ceflarily be dangerous to others, difappointing to 
himfelf, and without rational defign. 


Far different from this, is the glorious fove- 
reignty of Jenovan. He is a Gop of order and 
fy{tem—propofes to himfelf the higheft objec, 
an object reaching thro’ an eternity paft and to 
come—and in all his aétions and commands, 
keeps this object in view,fo that the infinite ener- 
gy of his working is here centered. ‘There is 
the moft. perfect order and fyftem in his fove- 
reignty, and the fame forever. His moral char- 
acter ; his fupreme object, and all his counfels 
leading to this fupreme and ultimate object, have 
the whole harmony of reafon and order in them. 
There is nothing that anfwers to the idea of paf- 
fion and caprice, as they are applied to men. 


Remove imperfection and fin from the word 
fovereign, in its high application to GopHEAD, 
and it goes far to fhow that his fovereignty, is 
glorious for himfelf, and ground of rejoicing for 
creatures. 


2. THE fovereignty of Gon is infinite goodnefs. 


Tue glory and defirablenefs of the divine fu- 
premacy, depends entirely upon his being a good 
and holy being. If Gop were an evil being, his 
fovereignty would be the moft gloomy and ill- 
boding doétrine, that could be {et before his in- 
telligent fubjects ; but in the fame proportion as 
-we have evidence of his holinefs, it is matter for 
Fejoicing. 

“Goopnzss delights in doing good—in doing 
the moft good—in doing the moft good with the 
leaft degree of evil, that is compatible with the 
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" object fupremely fought—and in doing good to. 
the greateft number of individuals, that ‘can be’ 
admitted as fharers without detracting from the 
general fum of bleffednefs. All this will doubt. 
lefs take place under the government of Gop. 
There will be the greateft good or fum of happi- 
nefs with the lea{t evil, and extended to the 
greateft number of partakers, that the nature . 
of things admits. This goodnefs of Gon, will 
be affifted by infinite power and knowledge. ; 
To fuch fovereignty, what can be objected, or 
what is there in it unamiable? By this deferip-— 
tion, it is in the bet and moft powerful hands, - 
and here every honeft and good mind will choofe 
it fhould remain. Evil minds have no right to- 
object. Good minds will not with to objet. 
‘They choofe fovereign power'to be in fuch hands ~ 
as will make the belt ufe, and apply it to the” 
moft cood; fo that the fovereignty’ of Gop is | 
the ground of their rejoicing: OES Oa 


3. Tue fovereignty of Gop is éxercifed with. - 
out partiality and refpect of perfons, and there- ~ 
fore glorious for himfelf, and fafe for the rational — 
univerfe. In exercifing that power over crea- 
tures, which the holy feripture compares to the 
power of the potter over the clay, making one 
veflel to honor and another to difhonor, Gop is — 
moved by motives of general good. In choofing _ 
forne'to’ holinefs-and falvation thro? feelers 
and juftly leaving others to perifh in their fins, 
he atts like a good Gop; and the general caufe — 
of holinefs and happinefs, is as much promoted by ~ 
leaving fome, as by pardoning others. In this 
fenfe, he is no refpeéter of perfons; that is, doth’ 
not treat-them differently, thro’ any previous o1 
finifter attachment’ to one and -averfion ‘tox 
other ; for he grounds his different treatme 
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a general utility, which includes his own greateft 
glory, and the higheft good of the creation, con- 
fidered as a collective and intelligent fyftem. 
Creatures ought to praife Gop far this fove- 
reignty. - 


4. THERE is no injuftice done to any creature 
by the divine fovereignty. 

HE impenitent are not treated contrary to 
jultice. The redeemed ones of Gop, are accept- 
ed by free grace, in a way confiftent with the 
juftice of Gop and his government. Thofe who 
are left are rewarded, in all refpects, as juftice re- 
quires ; according to their temper, and their ac- 
tions, and as the good of fociety requires ; fo that 
the fovereignty of Gop, hath all the glory of infi- 
nite goodnefs and infinite juftice. If creatures 
cannot rejoice in this, it fhows their hearts to be 
bad, and oppofed to right. 


5. THe ignorance which thereis, in unholy 
minds, of the glory of this doétrine, and their be- 
ing unable to rejoice in it, is no evidence againit 
the truth advanced. 

So long as the mind is altogether unholy, it is 
unable to fee the true glory of any divine perfec- 
tion or moral truth. A rational conviction of 
truth doth not difcover its glory—The apoftle 
fays, “‘ If our gofpel be hid, it is hid to them who are 
loft’ We here means the glory of the gofpel, 
and of Gop’s character in this manner of treat- 
ing men. 

ir is not to be expected that unholy perfons, 
“will either fee the glory of Gop’s fovereignty or 
rejoice in it. They cannot rejoice, becaufe they 
are oppofed to it; neither doth the mind ever 
fee amiablenefs, in a truth, an event, or a char- 

I 
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acter to which it is oppofed. So ines ah fin ; 2 
‘bounds in the world, it muft be expected, per 
fons enough will be found, to deny the glory o' 
the doctrine advocated ; del if it were not thus, 
fin would contradi@ its own nature. Let all 
men be made holy, and conformed to Gopin a 
ofpel temper, the praife of divine fovereignty 
would be conftantly on their tengues; and the 
fupremacy of the divine government, sahesisig be 
the higheft ground of their j Joy. ‘ S 


6. THe fovereignty of Gop was. ascuaies be 
** His all-powerful a€ting according to his ow 
will, and by motives derived from within bias own 
mind.” Tet 


- Iv is evidently implied, in the facred repre-. 
fentations, that his motives for acting as he doth; 
are derived from within himfelf.. Itis in fuch 
expreffions as thefe, ‘* according to the counfel 
of his own will—according to his own good 
pleafure—becaufe it feemed good in his fight”—= 

with a vaft multitude of fimilar paflages, aes 
carry the human mind, to conceive all motives 
of divine. ation, originating in Deity himfelf. 
And whence could Gop’s motives arife; unlefs, 
it be from within himfelf ? Antecedent to all ex- 
iftence befide his own, there could be nothing 
without himfelf, to influence him by way of mo- 
tive. Certainly, therefore, he mutt find the mo- 
tive within himfelf to create; to create fuch a 
fyftem as he hath; fuch creatures as exift ; and 
all the circumftances of their. exiftence. if any 
thing exifted independent of his creating fulnefs, 
and beyond the reach of his governing control, 
he might have motives to a¢tion, external or 
out himfelf; but fo long as it is allowed, th 
are dependent on him in the moft abfolute 


Serm. IV. The fovereignty of Gop. 67 


ner, it muft alfo be allowed, that all the motives 
to his fovereign action, are from within himfelf. 
His fovereignty, therefore, is of the moft perfect 
and abfolute kind ; and the more abfolute, the 
more glorious for himfelf, and the greater reafon 
for creatures to rejoice. 


Here the’proud heart objetts. 


Can this be caufe of rejoicing, that I am in 
the hand of a moft abfolute fovereign? Is this 
confiftent with my dignity as a rational creature, 
and a free agent ?—Truly it is. If thy reafon 
be exercifed right, all its dictates will be in con- 
formity to the fovereign counfel and atting of 
Gop,—lf thy heart be oppofed to infinite reafon, 
or prejudices thy reafon, it is the depravity of thy 
heart, and not the fovereignty of Gop, which: 
degrades, and takes dignity away from thee.— 
Neither is thy dignity as a free agent leffened. 
Art thou not as free in finning, as the holy an- 
gels and holy men are in loving and obeying 
Gop? Isnot fin thy choice? Doft thou -not fin 
becaufe thou loveft fin? The fovereignty of Gop 
will never deftroy thy freedom as a rational a- 
gent, but an evil ufe of this. freedom hath made 
thee bafe, and without repentance, will be the 
means of thy mifery forever. 


-. 6. THe fovereignty of Gon, is the ground of 
all our bleffed hopes of forgivenefs, and complete 
redemption. 


. Tue holy fcripture always traces back the fal- 
vation of guilty finners to the free, rich and fove- 
reign mercy of Gon, and to the riches of good- 
nefs within his own mind ; to the purpofe which 
he purpofed before the foundation of the world. 
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sabes {peak of Gon, as being moved to exercife 
kindnefs for his own mercy’s fake, and his. own 
name’s fake ; and not for the fake of thofe who 
are forgiven. —All hope for finners arifes from 
the divine fovereignty.—Take this away, and the. 
foundations of the gofpel are overturned.. Where 
elfe can the hopes of a guilty finner ftand? Does 
he deferve falvation ? Hath he merited deliverance 
by fuch coftly means, as the gofpel reveals? Can 
he fave himfelf by paying a price? Can he fandii- 
fy himfelf 2) Can he .make any claim, or fay it 
would not be juft in Gop to leave him in the 
mifery of his fin? All thefe queftions muft be * 
anfwered in the negative; fo that nothing but 
the fovereignty of divine goodnefs remains, asa 
reafon for hope. Well might Jesus Curis re- 
joice in fpirit, confidering the fovereignty of 
Gop, which hath revealed truth and grace to 
the babes of his flock.—Well may the church 
fing the praife of Gon’s fupremacy, and fay, The 
Lord reigneth let the earth rejoice, and let the multi- 
tude of the ifles be glad. Not unto us; O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name give. glory, for thy mercy 
and for thy truth’s fake. Our Gop is in the heave 
ens ; he hath done whatfoever he pleafed. . 


Tue fovereignty of Gop muft therefore es 
confidered, as glorious for himfelf, and matter 
of rejoicing for creatures, 

We may improve what hath been faid on this 
fubject, to try the flate of our own hearts. 

ift. Can we rejoice in the divine fovereignty, 
and fay as our Saviour did, I thank thee Father, 
for fo it feemed good in thy fight ! ! \, PEG 


Ir the fovereignty of Gop be according. 9 
reafon; if itbe holy, juft and good; if itfe 
the greatelt fum of happinefs in the kingd 
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intelligence; if it be all the hope of fallen and 
guilty creatures, every good heart muft rejoice 
mit, and all feelings of ee difcover a 
criminal badnefs. 


; Br this rule of trial the holy and unholy hears 

will ‘come into view, In examining ourfelves 
we ought to let the rule - have its full extent. 
Our fubmiffion, to be a gracious one, muft extend 
toall events of tht divine government.—An un- 
holy heart may rejoice in its own gain and pleaf- 
ure, and of courfe in a fovereign providence ; 
which in all things gratifies a worldly ambition 
and love-—Our Saviour faid, Jf ye Jove them who 
love you, what reward have ye? (2? What: evidence is 
this, that ye are delivered from the felfifh cor- 
ruption of human nature?. So we may fay, with 
trefpect to fubmiffion. If ye cheerfully fubmit to 
that fovereign providence, which gratifies all 
your earthly withes,and fubmit no farther; what 
evidence is this.of a holy love to Gop, or a de- 
lightful reverence of his nature?) Gracious fub- 
miffion extends to all events; both to  profperi- 
ty and adverfity; to afflicting evils, and the 
frowning difpenfations of heaven ; to pains, re- 


proaches and poverty, if it be Gon’s pleafure to 
- appoint them. ‘Thefe trying events are as much 


the direction of infinite rectitude, as earthly blef- 
fings are ; they are as right; they are as necef- 
fary for Gon’s glory, the good of his creatures, 
and the beft government. He appoints them, 
not through a pleafure in looking on affliction, 
feparately confidered, but becaufe they are right 
and beft ; andthe fame reafons which influence 
his righteous will to appoint, will make a right- 
eous creature rejoice in his fovereign determina- 
tion.—If our hearts are good, the fovereignty of 
Gop, 1 in its whole extenfion, will appear to us 
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glorious for him; and beft for che Manele 
neither will affli@ions change our fontisnientesias 
ruffle our hearts. th 
THIs opens to our underftanding, one of the 
many reafons, why a Gop of infinite wifdom 
hath appointed fo many afflictions to his people. 
—It affifts them in examining their own fate, 
and if they be fincere, gives itrength and peace 
to their hopes. The day of affliction is much the 
beft time for felf-examination, and is commonly 
a feafon of moft lively exercifeia grace. “There- 
fore the apoftle faith, ‘* We glory in tribulation al- 
fey knowing that veibudattion worketh patience ; and ~ 
patience, experience ; and experience, hope ; and 
bope maketh not afhamed, becaufe the love of Gop is 
Shed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoft sd 


is gt ven unto Use. 


. Ir our hearts are oppofed to the fovereign- 
ty a Gop, it fhows us to be in rafiate both finful 
and miferable. 


_ Ir mutt be finful, either to refift or diftruft a 
fovereignty that is always right. It is alfoa 
moft miferable {tate to be in. What more mifs 

erable, than to be oppofed to that irrefiftible 

counfel and power, by which the univerfe is 

governed ? To feel a will, rifing againft the divine 
will ; which cannot be changed or fuccefsfully re- 
fitted 3 ? Do we not all know there is. mifery ina 
difappointed will, and in beholding a fupreme 
government, in all its operations acting counter 
to our defires ? This muft be the mifery of thofe 
who oppofe the fovereignty of Gop ; neither can 
they avoid the unhappinefs. They are in his 
hand ; they depend. on him for their all ; thei 
refiftance hath no efficacy with it, further. than 
he fuffers them to go. If they appear for alittle 
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time to fucceed, he can in a moment difarm them 
of their weapons, and cover them with confu- 
fion. A confcioufnefs of thefe truths, muft make 
the minds of finners very miferable. ‘This is one 
of thofe fources of forrow which are thick plant- 
ed, in the nature of things, of fociety, and of the 
human mind, for the punifhment of fin. There 
is room enough in the nature of things, as they 
at prefent exift, for Gop to infli& a punifhment 
on tranfgreflion, equal to all the threatenings of 
his word ; and obferving this natural preparation 
‘for punifhment, is a {trong argument for the 
truth of revealed threatenings. ~ 


3. To obje& to the fovereignty of Gop is an 
implied rejection of the whole gofpel plan of fal- 
vation. 


- Aut our knowledge of gofpel redemption, is 
derived from the holy {criptures, which uniform. 
ly reprefent this deliverance to be from the fove- 
reign mercy of Gop. He hath mercy on whom he 
will have mercy. By grace ye are faved, and a 
gift of grace muft be at the fovereign option of 


the giver, and by motives derived from within 
- himfelf. 


Mew are often willing to have fome gofpel 
benefits, if they can attain them without thofe 
doérines from which they flow. The benefits 

_ would be agreeable, while the doétrines and du- 
ties from which they come are undefirable to 
their hearts. But is it not folly, to attempt a 
feparation of thefe things, which infinite wifdom 
hath joined together ; or can we expect fuccefs 
in the attempt? The gofpel is a moft glorious 
Acheme of wifdom and goodnefs ; a fuperftructure 


i 
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* 
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which ftands on many illars, one ‘of — 
taken Ubi the whole 3 Ils. 

Ir we ona human merit in the Gorse an 
atonement ; or deny the neceflity of perfonal ho= 
linefs; or the need of the fpirit to fanétify ; or 
the fovereignty of Gop thro’ the whole work of 
deliverance, the true gofpel fcheme is broken in 
pieces,and the hope of falvation thro’ a Redeemer 
falls with it. All muft foon appear before Gop, 
and all with to come into his prefence, with the 
beft hope of acceptance ; and is it not folly to 
mutilate the {cheme of divine wifdom, when by 
this, its whole efficacy for redemption is deftroyed. 
Many who are willing to be chriftians on their 
own terms, fhrink back from the fovereignty of 
Gop, and do not feem to confider, that by thus. 
doing, they cut themfelves off from the benefits 
of grace, and that it is ont of man’s pee to. 
give a new golpel, or change from, the 1 letter of. 
fcripture, which is already given. If Gop’s fove- 
reignty. be right, he will not be argued out of his 
own prerogative, or fuffer the purpofes of his 
counfel to be moved by the darkening of words. 


Caxuine the defrine a hard and uncomforta- 
ble one, will not alter the cafe. We know that it 
is uncomfortable enough to the proud mind ; to 
the finful heart; to the unholy man under what- 
ever deléription of vice he falls, to think he is 
in the hand of a Gop fovereignly holy. But 
whence doth the uncomfortablenefs arife, from 
his own unholy felf, or from the holy fovereignty 
of Gop? Doubtlefs from the former. Let h 
reigning fin be removed, and the doctrine willt 
uncomfortable no longer. Reigning fin bein 
removed he is become-a chriftian ind 
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greatly rejoices in a gofpel of fovereign grace, 
and that JeHovan will forever be fupreme. 


4thly. Tue fovereignty of Gop, is neceflary 
to make the gofpel redemption fafe and certain, 
for thofe who receive it. 


THE certainty of falvation now ftands on Gop’s 
own nature, and his acting by motives derived 
from within himfelf. This being rejected, there 
is no other fo fure ground of fafety. Placed on 
the creature’s own goodnefs it would be unfafe 
indeed. Placed on an action, whichis to be gui- | 
ded by motives derived from the creature, is ma- 
king it equally unfafe. After the moft thorough 
examination, we can find no other fafe ground of 
hope, but the fovereignty of Gop. In this there- 
fore, let us rejoice; and if we do not rejoice, let 
_ us know that our hearts are wrong. May Gop 
continue to reign, and bring us to be glad in his 
government, AMEN, 


K 


————— 


PROSSER Re a see ee I FA te TNT 


SERMON’ V. 
On Gon’s acting for his own glory. 


‘ ISAIAH xijii. 7. 


_=—For I have created him for my glory, I have 
formed bim ; yea, I have made him. 

TE. fubject to which thefe words apply may 

be learned from the feven firft verfes of 

the chapter, which I will repeat. 


Bur now, thus faith the Lord that created thee, 

O Facob, and he that formed thee, O lfrael, fear 
not ; for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
thy name ; thou art mine. When thou paffet thro’ the 
waters, Iwill be with thee; and when thro the rivers, 
they fhall not overflow thee : when thou walkeft thro’ 
the fire thou fhalt not be burnt ; neither fhall the flame 
kindle upon thee. For. I am the Lord thy Gop, the 
holy One of Ifrael, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy 
ranfom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wa/t 
precious in my fight thou haft been honorable, and I 
have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, 
and. people for thy life. - Fear not ; for I am with 
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thee: I will bring thy feed from the eafth oMiectlee 
thee from the weft ; Iwill fay to the north, Give up 3 
and to the fouth, Keep not back: bring my y fons from 
far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth ; 

Even every one that is called by my name: for I have 
created him for my glory, I have formed him ; yea, I 


have made him. 


Tue whole paflage is a oun to the church, 
and one of the moft glorious recorded in holy 
fcripture ; in which Gop declares himfelf; to be 
the creator, redeemer and _ protector, of his peo- 
ple. The title of creator, which Gop here 
claims to himfelf, particularly applies to the for- 
ming of his church, and the fantification of thofe 
individuals who compofe it. It does not mean 
his: original creation of the univerfe, but that new 
creation which finners muft experience before 
they belong to the true Ifrael or church of Gop. 
‘The word created is ufed in the fame fenfe, as by 

the apoftle in the following paflage— For we 

are his workman/bip, created in Curisr JESUS unto’ 
good works.”? ‘The change in mens hearts by the 
{pirit of Gon, is often compared to the original 
creation of the univerfe, and the making of ght, 
where before, there was darknefs, 

In the paflage recited, Gop declares his own 
fpecial agency in forming his church, thus faith 
the Lord that created thee—his right in ‘thofe who 
belong to it, J have called thee by thy name, thou 
art mine—he promifes efficient proteGtion, when 
thou pafjjt thro’ the waters I will be with thee, 
when thro’ the fire thou fhalt not be burned ; fear 
not Iam with thee—he alfo promifes a great in- 
creafe both in extenfion and numbers to his 
church, J will bring thy feed from the eaft, and gath- 
er thee from the weft ; Iwill fay to the north,\Give | 
up; andto the fouth, Keep not back ; men fe 


“ 
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from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth, 

even every one that is called by my name. In my 
text which immediately follows, Gop declares his 
defignin this great and wonderful work, For I 
have created him for my glory. \ haveformed my 
church, and the moral character of thofe who 
compole it, for my glory. 


Ir is clearly a fcriptural truth, that all which 
Gop does, is for his own glory. For this he 
created the world, made angels and men, and 
governs the whole. For this he introduced the 
glorious {cheme of redemption, -and will carry it - 
into full effect. Therefore he told Wrael, when 
he promifed deliverance and fantification ; Not 

for your fakes.do I this, faith the Lord Gop, be it 
known unto you. ButI had pity for my holy name ; 
which the houfe of Ifrael had profaned among the hea- 
_ then whither they went. Therefore, fay unto the 
boufe of frael, thus faith the Lord Gon, I do not this 
for your fakes, O houfe of Ifracl, but for my holy 
name's fake. In granting the promifed favor, Gop 
wrought for his own glory.—To difplay the riches 
of the glory of his grace, is often mentioned as his 
- defign in the work of redemption—When he 
comes to clofe the ftate of trial on earth, and judge 
the world, it will be done, that he may “ be glori- 
feed in his faints and admired in them that believe.’— 
There is no need of repeating texts, to prove all 
that Gon does is for his own glory, for the dili- 
gent reader of the fcriptures muft have noticed 
them. | ‘ 


Furtuer, creatures are directed to feek the 
glory of Gop in all they do. Whatfoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of Gop. or ye are bought with 
a price = therefore glorify Gop in your body, and in 
your fpirit, which are. Gonv’s. Though Curist 
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. Se, 
fuffered for the falvation of finners, he fill def’ 
eribes his attive obedience and his fuffering to be 
for the glory of Gop. All holy exercife in Gop’ 
himfelf, in the Redeemer, and his people, agree 
in being defigned for the divine glory; and 
this may bea rule, for the trial of our gracious fin- 
cerity in all we do. ar Oa 

Ir is doubtlefs true, that inall Gop hath done, 
or ever will do in the creation and government 
of the univerfe, he feeks his own glory ; and for 
juflifying any part of his conduct, it will be fuffi- 
cient to fhow, he was glorified thereby. In do-— 
ing thus heis nota felfith being, as creatures are, 
when they feek themfelves only ; but does it in 
infinite benevolence to himfelf, and the intelli- 
ger:t created kingdom, which flows out from his 
will. In feeking his own glory, he purfues the 
moft direct means to make himfelf happy, and 
give the greateft happinefs to creatures ; fo that 
there is nothing of the nature of felfifhnefs in the. 
fupreme mind, though the action of his gov- 
ernment is calculated to glorify himfelf. This 
is a fubject worthy of moft ferious attention, both — 
as it fhows the reafonablenefs of divine govern- 
ment and law; and convicts finners of great 
guilt in denying to glorify Gop, and in rhurmur- 
ing againft him when he glorifies himfelf. . 

I wiLu attempt an explanation of the follow- . 
ing points. 

I. Wuat is meant by Gop’s doing all things 
for his own glory. 

Ii. I wiz explain the reafon, why Gop makes 
his own glory the rule of his aétion. 

Il. ‘Ine divine acting for his own glory: 7 
the only poflible exercife of infinite goodn é 

IV. Tue great truth, that Gop in allth 
acts for his own’glory, gives us a Bt conc 
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tion of the amount of happinefs there will be in 
the intelligent univerfe, in Gop himfelf, and the 
creation under his government. 


I. Wuart is meant by Gop’s ia all things 
for his own glory. 


Tue glory of Gop fometimes means his ef- 
fential glory, or the unchanging fulnefs and per- 
fection of his nature, which hath been the fame 
from eternity, and can never be increafed or di- 
minifhed. 


An infinite glory, or fulnefs of perfection both: 
natural and moral, is eflential to the fupreme Jz- 
HovaH. He hath power, wifdom and goodnefs 
to the greateft degree. And if he had not thefe, 
at all times, he would not be Gop. Is the fame 
yefterday, to day and forever ; and as great and 
good in one period of duration as in another. 
This is the effential glory of Gop, and cannot be 
altered in any fenfe by the fervices of. creatures. 

Gop does not any thing to increafe the effen- 
tial glory of his nature, but all his counfels and 
works flow out from that glory, and are an ex- 
prance or notice by which it is made vifible to 

is creatures. Therefore in faying Gop hath 
done all things to promote his own glory, it is 
not meant to increafe his own effential greatneds, 
or fulnefs. Independent ofall, he ever hath and 
ever will exift, the moft bleffed and glorious Jz- 
‘HOVAH. The things that have been, that now 
are, and that will be, are Gop’s eternal fulnefs 
of glory exercifed in a wife creation and a holy 
government. 

As Gop doth not increafe his own effential 
glory, by his wonderful works and Almighty ae- 
tion 5 3 much lefs can creatures do it. If by any 
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of our fervices, we expect to incre divine 
bieflednefs, or the honor of his majefty exifting 
in himfelf, we are greatly deceived, for no fuch 
thing can be done. _ : 9 

adly. By the glory of Gop, the feriptures 
moft commonly mean his declarative glory. _ 


Tue declarative glory of Gop is the difplay of . 
his effential glory, and it is this which he feeks 
by ali that he does in the works of creation, prov- 
idence and redemption ; alfo it is this, which 
holy creatures feek, in all their words and ac- 
tions. The Lord Gop made the worlds, he gov- 
erns them, and he redeems guilty finners to dif. 
play himfelf, and the fulnefs of power and love, 
which are effential to his nature. ‘The heavens : 
declare the glory of Gop. They do not increafe - 
the effential fulnefs of his nature; but difplay or. 
manifeft it. His effential glory is ‘the caufe ; ; the 
created heavens are the effect, and the greatnefs 
of the effect, manifefts the greatnels of the caufe. 
This manifeftation, i is glorifying Gop declara- 
tively, and is done by all his works. A 

NaruRAt creation fhows the fulnefs of the. 
creator’s nature, and his providence is a contin. . 
uation of the fame difplay. The work: of re- 
demption g glorifies Gop more than creation, by j.2 
containing | a fuller difplay of what he is; the 
plenitude of his goodnefs, and'the nature of fev- 
eral perfections, which are all comprized inthis _ 
general name. The more plainly divine truth, 
juftice and mercy are evidenced to the under- | 
ftanding of creatures, the more Gop is glorified 5, shh 
and this is principally done, by.the purchafeand _ 
application of redeeming grace. This great wo 
of love brings the eigehitial glory of Geom 
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into view of “the intelligent univerfe with | the 
greateft clearnefs, A 


Ir is the declarative glory of Gop which crea- 
tures are required to feek. Our obedience, 
love and praile, are a declarative acknowledg- 
ment of Gon’s infinite fulnefs, by which he is 
entitled to the fervice of creatures. Thus the 
Lord aéts for his own glory in whatever he does ;_. 
and this is the motive of all holy exercife in crea- 
tures. To glorify Gop, is the thing moft defired 
by holy beings ; and tho’ finful creatures do not 
feek this ; through his overruling wifdom, their 
exiftence and all which they do and futfer, will 
be made to promote this end. The manifefta- 
tion of Gon’s effential glory will increafe thro’ 
eternity, and thus a foundation is laid for in- 
creafing bleffednefs in the univerfe of holy crea- 
tures. A . 


If. I am to explain the reafon, why Gop 
makes his own glory the rule of his action. 


Tue reafon Gop feeks his own glory in all he 
does, is to make his own happinefs, and the hap- 
pinefs of the created univerfe the greateft it can 
be. Seeking his own glory is an exercife of in- 
finite benevolence to himfelf and his kingdam ; 
and as truly to his kingdom as to himfelf. The 
phrafe, making his own happine/s the greate/ft it can 
be ; is not meant to imply an increafe of divine 
bleffednefs, as the difplay of his nature increafes, . 
neither doth it mean a defect of happinefs in any 
paft period of duration, for Gop hath been inf- 
nitely bleffed from eternity in the knowledge of 
himielf, and in the foreknowledge of thofe dif- 

\ plays, by which he doth now, and ever will, con- 
L 
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tinue to fpread happinefs around him. ~ Though 
the infinite bleflednefs of Gop, and the greateft 
happinefs in his intelligent kingdom, are not 
practically feparable, as will appear further’ on ; 
yet it may affift our weak minds in conceiving 
fo great a fubject, to confider them feparately. 
I will begin with the happinefs of creatures. 
‘When we have feen how Gon’s feeking his own. 
glory, in all he does, makes the greateft poffible 
amount of created good; it will lead us better to 
conceive, how it conftitutes his own infinite blef- 
Pievek 

. Gop fecks his own glory in all he does, 
that he may make the greatelt poffible created 
happineis. 

Ler it be kept in remembrance, that feckin g 
his own glory, means his declarative glory ; that 
it is difplaying, manifefting, or acting out the i in- 
ternal glory of his own nature. 


Wituour this, there could have been no 
creation ; ‘no exiftence of finite minds, to know 
and be happy, for all creation is the fulnefs of 
Gop atted out. So that our being, our power 
of acting, our capacity for knowing and becom- 
ing happy, depend entirely on Gon’s glorifying 
himfelf. There could be no happinefs of crea- 
tures, without an exiftence to perceive, to feel, to 
act and to receive. 


tee. The happinefs of creatures, de- 
pends on having an object of enjoyment; and ~ 
this could not be, unlefs Gop glorified himfelf, 
or made a difplay of the fulnefs in his own’ infi- 
nite nature. 

In aéting for his own glory, Gop hath made 
innumerable objects and fet-them before our un- 


‘ derftanding. Gop himfelf, is the oe ject ad q 
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_ equate to the utmoft defires of the created mind ; 
and he is known, only by his acting for his own 
‘glory, by which he manifefts his eflential fulnefs. 
So that all created happinefs, depends in the moft 
abfolute fenfe, on Gon’s feeking his own glory. 
If he had not done this, or brought his eternal 
fulnefs, into aétion and communication, there 
_ would have been no created being, or knowledge 
or object of enjoyment. The objection, which 
finful men feel, again{t his aéting in the moft 
fovereign manner for his own glory, if it could 
fucceed, would extend further than they with, 
- and ftop in nothing, fhort of the utter extinction 
of created being.—All divine works of creation, 
and redemption, through time and eternity, will 
_ bea difplay of the glory and effential fulnefs there 
is in the Supreme Godhead. Enmity againft 
this difplay, is in fact, enmity againft Gop and 
_ the univerfe; again{t exiftence, knowledge and 
happinefs. ‘The evil of fuch a temper muift be 
the greateft poflible. | 
2. In doing all things for his own glory, Gop 
hath a primary regard to his own happinels. 
» Tue effential moral glory or fulnefs of Gon, 
- confifts in love or communicative goodnefs. His 
_ benevolence to himfelf, is in proportion to the 
_ meafure of his nature, and muft therefore be in- 
finite. Being good in his own nature, and a dif- 
pofition to do good cannot be feparated, or 
perhaps they are the fame thing ; for doing good 
is an exercife of being good. 


» How can a being of infinite perfection, benev- 
olence and energy in action, do good to himfelf? 


Ir cannot be by increafing his own fulnefs, 
for that is already infinite, and admits no in- 
creafe. Doubtlefs one way of doing good to 
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himfelf, is by communicating from, or: ating out 
his fulnetsi in the exiftence, knowledge, holinefs 
and happinefs of -creatures.. This communica- 
tion of himfelf is a€ting for his own glory. ‘The . 
beftowment of good around him, is doing good 
to himfelf, becaufe it fatisfies his benevolence ; 
and the fatisfaction of his benevolence is his hap- 
pinefs. His own happinefs in communicating 
good is as much greater than all the happinefs of 
created minds in receiving, as the infinitude of 
his glorious nature, exceeds the collected quanti- 
ty of their finite exiftence. So that it follows, 
Gop is always doing good to himfelf, and fatif- 
fying his own benevolence, which is his happi- 
nefs, when he communicates good to others ; 
and the proportion of good which he doth. to 
himfelf,is according to his infinite nature. Gop’s 
doing all things for his own glory, implies and is 
the very exercife of his infinite benevolence, to 
himfelf and to created exiftence—difplaying his 
own glory, is the only way in which his benevo- 
lence can act for its own fatisfaction ; and with- 
out the difplay he would deny his own bleffed- 
nefs, and there would be no creatures to exift 
and be happy. [3 

‘We therefore fee why Gop always feeks his 
own glory. Itis to perpetuate his own bleffed. 
nefs, and enjoy his own fulnefs. He doubtlefs 
ought to have the higheft and a primary regard 
to himfelf in this, becaufe he is an infinite being; - 
and the prefervation of his own happinefs is the 
greateft poflible object, which can be tall tae - 
holy love. - 


Ir alfo appears, that the bieffednels of | . 
head and the greatett napeines of creatures 
can be feparated. 
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THOUGH we can conceive and fpeak of them 
as diftinét, and it affifts our weak power of con- 
ception to do thus, they cannot be prattically 
feparated ; for the bleflednefs of Gon confifts in 
doing good to himfelf, by the communication or 
difplay of glory from his own fulnefs, thus 
making happinels around him; and the happi- 
nefs of creation confifts in beholding, adoring 
and enjoying tle difplay. It is thus, that benev- 
olence makes an unchanging and eternal union, 
between JeHovaH and his holy creatures. They 
are united in character or temper ; they are u- 

-nited in the love of happinefs ; they ‘are united 
alfo in the means of happinefs, for the means by 
which ‘Gop enjoys ‘himfelf, are the only means 
by which creatures can be happy. 


Ill. Tue divine acting for his own glory, is 
the only poffible exercife of infinite goodnels. 


Tue heart of man, in its natural unholy ftate, 
is oppofed to the glory of Gop. There isa dif. 
like of him becaufe he glorifies himfelf, and an 
enmity againft the command which enjoins all 

creatures to feek his honor, in whatever they do. 


Ir has been faid in contradition to truth, that 
to reprefent Gon doing all things for his own 
glory, is defcribing-him to be a felfifh being. 

» ‘THoszE who make this reprefentation in order 


to difgrace a truth, which either they do not love, . 


or underftand ; fhow great ignorance, in what 
benevolence and feififhnefs confift, and that they 
have not yet attained juft ideas of this high and 
glorious fubjeét.. They judge the nature, and 
meéafure thequantity of divine benevolence, on the 
fcale of their own felfifhnefs and pride. Such 
perfons, generally, have not a true idea of what 


_ 
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is meant by Gop’s doing all things for his own 
glory; but fuppofe ittobe fomething thatis fimilar 
to their own engrofling temper. They feel their 
own finitenefs, and wifh to extend their quantity 
of exiftence, their power, influence and poffef- 
fions ; they feek great things for themfelves a- 
bove their worth; their attions are all for per- 
fonal exaltment. This is felfifhnefs indeed, and 
this they transfer from themfelves to Gop ; and 
then call it reproachful. They do not fee the 
reproach in themfelves; but after it is unjuftly 
afcribed to the divine character, they can fee it 
to be wrong. Such ought to be inftructed, that 
Gop’s aéting for his own glory, is wholly another 
thing. 


He knows his own fulnefs, and cannot with it 
tobe greater. Neither the quantity of his being, 
nor his power, nor influence, nor pofleffions can 
be increafed. Infinite cannot wifh an addition 
to itfelf, nor a higher rank, nor a greater pleni- 
tude of glory than is poffefled. The divine aét- 
ing in all things for his own glory, is acting out 
or communicating from his own fulnefs. ‘This 
is dire€tly contrary to engrofling or felfithnefs. 
It is giving of his own, to others, both their ex- 
iftence and their happinefs ; and not takitig from 
them, for the purpofe of felf-advancement, what 
was independently theirs. 


Bur, replies the objeéting heart, by feeking 
his own glory, Gop makes himfelf happy or en- 
joys himfelf, and this is his principal motive ; and 
is not this felfifhnefs? I anfwer, is it poflibleto — 
pleafe a heart which can make this objeGtion? 
The objeCtor will doubtlefs allow, the quantity of 
Gop’s exiftence, his energies of action, and his 
capacity of bleffednefs to be infinite, and there-: 
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fore greater, than the fum of created éxiftence 
and its felicity ever can be. He mutt alfo allow 
that happinefs in Deity is as valuable as in a crea- 
ture. Confequently Gop’s own happinefs, ought 
to be his principal motive; and no reafonable 
objection can be made againft it, unlefs from the 
manner of his happinefs. 


Anp what is the manner of his happinefs? It 
is not by engrofling, but communicating ; not by 
taking to himfelf, but giving away. It is by giv- 
ing to the objector his exiftence, and capacity for 

being happy; and if he will accept it, the eternal 
glory of heaven. Doft thou ftill object, and call 
Gop felfifh in making himfelf fupremely happy 
by doing good? If thou doft it fhows the bitter- 
nefs of thy heart, and an implacable hatred a- 
gainit all happinefs that is not thine own. The 
_objection fhows the exceeding finfulnefs, and irre- 
concileable and deftroying nature of fin, and that 
it is as the apoltle teaches, Enmity againjt Gop. 
While fianers endeavour to hide their enmity, 
and often deceive themfelves fo as to think they 
have it not, their caviling againft Gop and his 
government prove its exiftence. ‘The objection, 
that by feeking his own glory, in all things, Gop 
is felfifh; is fo far from having truth or force, that 
this is the only way in which he can be benevo- 
lent. If he did not communicate good from his 
own glory, and enjoy himfelfin doing it, he would 
-inftantly be called malevolent or felfifh. He does 
_ it and is infinitely happy, and ftill the fame ob- 
jection is continued. ‘There is no way to pleafe 
_ the finner, but by joining his own endeavours to 
put himfelf in the place of Gop. 


_. IV. Tue great truth, that Gop in all things 
ats for his own glory, when it is juftly under- 


3 


} 
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ftood, gives us a high conception of the amount 
of happinefs there will be in the intelligent uni-~ 
verfe, in Gop himfelf, and in the creatures under — 
his government. Our conceptions, on this fub-— 
ject, mutt fall below the reality ; and language 
mutt fall below our conceptions. Gop’s com. 
placence and delight in the fulnefs of his own be« 
ing; his benevolence to his own nature; his 
happinefs in communicating and doing good, 
whereby, if the expreffion may be ufed, his own 
eternal fulnefs is multiplied to himfelf; all prove 
his infinite bleffednefs. 


Tue communional bleffednefs of the Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoft, in the divine fulnefs, and 
in the ocean of good, which diffufively flows 
from himfelf in the produ@tion and bleffednefs of 
created exiftence ; is a fubje& on which the finite 
mind can but feebly look. The bleffednefs of 
Gop is as incomprehenfible as his nature. 

How great muft be the amount of happinefs in 
the holy intelligent creation! We can learn its 
greatnels better trom confidering Gop, than from 
any {peculation on the nature of creatures. Look- 


ing on the nature of creatures, how imperfeét — 


and dependent ! On the nature of men, how uns 
deferving and guilty! Confine the view here, 
without going higher, all is gloom, weaknefs and 
wretchednefs! But.raife the profpect higher, and 


as the Creator and Redeemer come in fight, the © | 


light beams, and glory and bleffednefs {pread 


7 


over the holy creation, whether it be compofed 
of thofe who retain their primeval reétitude, or ~ 


fuch as haye been new created by the fpirit of 


1’ 
' 


” 
met 


CuristT. ae og 


From the fulnefs of Gon let us learn the fu | 
nefs of created blifs. The happinefs of en 
tures is made by Gop, made for himfelf, 1 
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~ 
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worthy of his infinite fulnefs, made worthy of bee 
ing the means by which he enjoys his own plen- 
itude of love. How aftonifhing then muft the 
fum of created peace be! A fum eternally ine 
creafing! Tho’ it can never be infinite, it is that, 
by which, infinite goodnefs is expreffed, and ine 
finite benevolence enjoys itfelf. Gon’s benevos 
lence to himfelf, is the proper meafure of that ae 
mount of bleffednefs, to which the holy creation 
iseverapproximating; and tho’ afixed period can 
never be afligned, in which it will become ftri€tly 
infinite, yet the fubjeét, in this vaft extenfion, is 
as really incomprehentfible by us, as the nature of 
GobHEAD. ; 


Tuts is the confequence of our Lord’s doing 
all things for his own glory. It is the natural 
fruit of benevolence, by which he is difpofed to 
grant, and aétually enjoys himfelf in communicas 
ting good. Confider the excellent nature of bee 
nevolence ! Compare it with malevolence or felf- 
ifhnefs; for felfifhnefs and malevolence are really 
the fame both in their nature and confequences, 
and as men commonly ufe the words, there is no 
difference, except in the ftrength of evil exercife. 


Sexrisuness grafps all for itfelf; it knows no 
good but felf-advancement ; takes no delight in 
communicating or doing good to others, but en- 
vies their bleflednefs and hates their profperity, 
unlefs a perfonal advantage be derived from it. 
This is the depravity of human nature, and the 
embryo of thoile future torments prepared for all 
the ungodly. 

SELFISHNEss is malevolence; andmalevolence, 
in its increafe, by the moft unalterable laws of 

Alain ted M 2% 
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nature, goes far in conftituting the miferies of the 
world to come. reine ai 
Turn from this, and behold the excellent na- 


ture and fruits of that benevolence, which is the. 


moral fulnefs and bleffednefs of Gop himfelf, and 


the holy creation. This holy love, in the firftin- - 


ftance, enjoys all its own internal fulnefs,and then 
enjoys itfelf again in a diffufive communication, 
which is made without leffening its own ftore. 
Few perfons have confidered this fubjeé&t fuffi- 
ciently to fee how benevolence multiplies happi- 
nefs. Take,as an example, the mind of a holy 
creature, filled with the fpirit of love from Gop. 
Tho’ he be in himfelf frail, of limited powers and 
knowledge, and a limited capacity of perfonally 
receiving divine bounties; {till how amazing the 
field of happinefs, opened before him. — Firlt, his 
own perfonal wants are completely fupplied—ev- 
ery thing, which his rectified heart defires, is giv- 
en in the utmoft fulnefs, he can receive. He 
can fay, my nature, my whole heart and mind is 
filled—the veffel can perfonally hold no more 
good, than Gop hath poured into it, and will 
continue to pour thro’ eternity. It will be allow- 
ed, this is a happy creature, and that taking into 


confideration, the eternity thro’ which all his _ 


wants will be fupplied, his fituation is bleffed in- 
deed. But is this a juft or complete defcription 
of his bleffednefs? By no means. His benevo- 
lence ftill multiplies happinefs to him. He loves 
the happinefs of his neighbour as his own, and in 
beholding his good, re-enjoys all the bleflednefs 
a finite mind can receive; and in traverfing, an 
immenfe creation of holy beings, every one-he 


s 


meets, like a glafs, reflects back on his heart, a 


good which he enjoys, equal to the fatisfagtion of 
his own perfonal wants.. How different is themeet- 
ing of two envious, or of two benevolent min¢ 
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The envious {pontaneoufly kindle into all the rage 
and torment of hell. The benevolent reciprocate 
a divine bleffednefs, and each brings with him, an 
ingredient of heaven for his brother—each is 
‘happy in his own fupply—equally happy in his 
brother’s good. ‘They join in tranfport on be- 
holding the Redeemer’s kingdom. ‘They behold 
JeHovanH, whofe name is love, pouring forth 
from himfelf an ocean of felicity. An infinite 
nature! Infinitely happy in doing good to him- 
felf, by the communication of good. 


THEsE are the profpects fet before the children. 
of Gop, who are redeemed from among men by 
the blood of CurisT, and fanctified by his holy 
Spirit. It hath not entered into the heart of un- 
holy men, to conceive this bleffednefs. Their 
‘own want of benevolence, difqualifies them for 
conceiving the length, and the breadth, and 
height of the loveof Gop, All thisis prepared, 
and freely offered by fovereign mercy to his re- 

‘ penting enemies ; prepared for them while ene- 
mies, and hating both his character and gov- 
ernment. O the aftonifhing love of Gop! The 
greatnefs of the riches of his grace! Looking on 
the guilty character of men, we are ready to fay 
it is impoflible fuch grace fhould be; but itis by 
looking on Gop himfelf and the gift of his Son, 

that we fee the poffibility of falvation. I fhall 
cenclude this difcourfe with fome inferences. 


“1, None buta mott wicked heart, can be op- 
pofed to Gop’s doing all things for his own 


glory. — 


Acains? this doctrine of revelation men have 
a natural enmity. Many do not obtain juft doc- 
trinal knowledge of the truth, and are thus ex- 
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“pofed to be carried away with the cavils of error. 
A multitude more, will increafe in oppofition as 
the truth comes into fight. Where there is a 
wrong heart, doctrinal knowledge will notchange, 
but increafe the bitternefs of its exercife, Self 
ifhnefs and benevolence cannot agree. They 
are two matters of the heart, of oppofite natures 
and tendencies. —-One is darknefs, the other light; 
one is the principle of heaven, the other of hell, 
The divine acting for his own glory, in all things, 
has been fhown to be an exercile of benevolence ; 
fo that every good heart muft rejoice in it. The 
enemy of this truth, is the enemy of happinefs— 
he is the enemy of Gop’s happinefs, which cone 
fifts in a@ing out his own love—the enemy of true 
happinefs in creatures, which arifes from behold- 
ing and receiving the communications that iflue 
from the uncreated fountain of goodnefs.— 
‘What is more wicked, than to be thus the enemy 
of Gop, and the beft interefts of the creation. 
No plea can juftify, no pretence can excufe this 
temper. The finner’s own mouth muft be fhut, 
when the whole truth, in this point, is feen. 
WHEN men are convicted of a felfifh temper, 
or of an unwillingnefs that Gop fhould feek his 
own glory; itis furprizing with what fecurity 
they will anfwer, felfifhnefs is natural to man, and 
none are free.from it. This is allowed to be 
true, and a very threatening truth it is to finners ; 
but to what doth it amount? Is it a juftification? 
No. Is it an argument there is any right or any 
fafety in this temper? Notatall. It amounts to 
a condemnation of all men; is a confeffion of 
their demerits; a jultification of Gop in con- 
demning ; and an avowal of the firft principles of 
eternal mifery, in every mind of man, unleis fovee 
reign, fanctitying power is pleafed to delivers: © 
w wa ret 
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2. Ir Gon doth all things for his own glory, 
*we have no right to think ourfelves in a jafe ftate, 
-until our hearts and actions are governed by the 
_ fame motive. A right to falvation flands ina 
covenant union with Jesus Curist, which al- 
ways implies a union of moral character, and con- 
-formity te Gop in holinefs. ‘I heSpiritoi Curist 
_gives to his people grace for grace ; gracious’ af- 
fe€tions correfponding to his infinite moral per- 
fections. Gop and his people, love the fame 
objects—have fimilar defires-promote the fame 
interefts, and have a common fource of happi- 
‘nefs. ‘To make them his people, he communi- 
cates from his fulne’s, a benevolence like to his 
own, and a defire to promote his glory, as he 
has to glorify himfelf. If we have not this de- 
fire to promote his glory ; if it be not a principal 
motive with us in our ac¢tions, we are not real 
chriftians, and he will not inthe end own us for 
his. ‘Lhe difciples of Curist love their maf- 
ter’s glory, more than their own earthly pleaf- 
ure; and when it is feen how his honor and the 
intereft of his kingdom may be promoted, with- 
out confulting flefh and blood ora corrupt heart, 
they immediately fet themfelves to glorify their 
Father in heaven. Men may go a great length, 
in the vifible duties of religion, without any in- 
tention to glorify Gop. They may a& wholly 
with the fervile defign, to efcape the worm-that 
dieth not, and the fire that is not quenched. With 
this view, they may give alms of all they poffefs, 
and beggar themfelves to feed the poor, while 
they never mourned in fecret for the difhonor 
done to Gop in the world. ‘Thofe who think 
they are chriftians, and going faft to heaven, if 
they have not often put the queftion to theme 
felves, will this a€tion be for Gonp’s glory ? Or 
how can J difhonor him lefs and glorify him 
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more? are not fuch chriftians as will bear the 
trial of the judgment day. To fee the glory of 
Gop difplayed will be aheaven to the holy 
the more it is difplayed the more joyful their 
heaven will be, and if his glory be now forgot, 
‘it demonftrates them deftitute of the preparative 
principles of eternal glory. A vifible life of re- 
ligion is neceflary evidence of being in a fafe 
ftate; but if any think they have this and do not 
feel an ardent defire to glorify Gop, they are as 
a founding brafs and a tinkling cymbal, and all 
their works will profit them not. The people 
of Gop, feel a moft fenfible pleafure in the pro- 
motion of Gop’s glory; and they can endure 
trials with great patience, and even glory in trib- 
ulation, that the divine name may be honored. 
Let us examine and prove ourfelves by this rule. 
If there were more examination and prayer, there 
would be fewer weak and doubting chriftians, 
than we now find. The fincere would gain 
new evidence by the increafe of their graces ; 
and many who think themfelves fafe, would de- 
tet their own hypocrify. Let all rejoice that 
Gop reigns to glorify himfelf, and may this be 
our bleflednefs. AMEN. . \ 
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SERMON VI. 


Man’s depravity. 


ROMANS ill. 9, 10. 


—For we have before proved both Fews and Gen- 
tiles, that they are all under fin ; as it is written, 
there is none righteous, no, not one. 


fl Bes depravity of mankind, is a truth very 
_ clearly revealed in the holy {criptures. 
There is alfo a general conviction of natural con- 
- {cience that this is the cafe ; a conviction which 
extends far beyond any knowledge of the ehrif- 
tian revelation, and among nations of every reli- 
gion, which hath been received by any confider- 
able number of mien. ‘This fhows the chriftian 
revelation, to agree with the natural notions of 
men, and with natural confcience. Whoever, 
will take pains to examine the heathen fyftems of 
religion, will find they are not confined, to fuch 
doétrines and fervices as only imply praife ; or to 
fuch parts of prayer, as imply only praife and a 
fenfe of dependence, which would be the cafe if 
they had no confcioufnefs of fin. Their religion, 
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alfo, includes fomething that is defigned for ex. 
piation—to appeafe an injured being and make 
peace with him. This fhows the natural fenfe 
of confcience, that men are finful and guilty 
creatures, to be deeply written on the mind. The 
few [cattered inftances, of men whofe confciences 
are feared as with a hot iron, can be accounted 
for, on natural principles, without difcrediting , 
the general truth ; and the feriptures of Gop do 
fully account for them. 


We have, therefore, the higheft evidence, that 
men are under a moral depravity, which is com- 
mon to the race. It is teltified by feripture, by 
our own confciences, and the general conviction 
of the world. Infidels, who deny the truth of 
revelation, may talk as much as they pleafe, of 
fuperftition, and the prejudices of education ; but 
they cannot make it appear, probable or poflible, 
as human nature is, that the general opinion ‘of 
depravity fhould arife from fuch caufes. Self 
love will be allowed common to human nature. 
From this comes a love of their intereft and pri- 
vate rights, and a love of their reputation not 
lefs than their intereft. Superftition and the pre- 
judices of education are allowed to aye great 
power, over both the fentiments and practices of 
men; but they have not a power to refift the 
general impulfe of felf-love. It will not be pre« 
tended, that they have a power to’ make men. 
generally, renounce all their worldly interefts, 
and private rights. ‘The acknowledgment of 
depravity is-an acknowledged lofs of reputation, 
and it is not to be fuppofed there would bea gens 
eral confeffion of this; unlefs there be the pows 
erful teftimony of natural confcience, that i 
the cafe. . ig 
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Ir is a matter, of the greateft importance, to 
underftand the nature of this depravity, or in 
what it confifts; for without fuch knowledge, 
we can neither know the extent of our fin, nor 
the moft fuitable means of deliverance. Men 
may be conf{cious of fin, they may feel themfelves 
guilty, may be afraid to come before Gop, and 
fly to many fervices as means of appeafing him, 
_ while their notions of depravity, are very indif- 
ting. This is often the cafe thro’ inattention to 
the fubject, or from not faithfully fearching the 
holy {criptures, which give us the beft light. I 
believe, alfo, that depravity itfelf, indifpofes men - 
“ to acknowledge the thing in which it effentially 
confifts. 

In confidering this fubjeé&, it will be proper 5 

1. To colleé& evidence from the holy fcriptures, 
that all men are in a ftate of depravity and fin. 

If. Inquire, in what this depravity confifts, 
and how the feveral powers and faculties of the: 
mind are affected by it. 

II. Compare the defcription which will be 
given of our original and common depravity, 
with the apparent character of mankind; their 
conduét, and their treatment of Gop and crea- 
tures inall ages ; by which we fhall fee the fcrip- 
tural account of this moral corruption to be a juft 
one, and entitled to our moft ferious belief. 

I. Tue facred hiftory of human nature, gives 
us an account of the introduction of fin, foon 
after the creation. If there were no account of 
this and the point were wholly in the dark, it 
would not dilprove the depravity of mankind, 
which is difcovered by fo many faéts in gene- 
ral experience. — Still, the account of the intro- 
duction of fin, by which our firft parents and all © 
their natural offspring became depraved and guil- 
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ty creatures, isa circumftance which aidde, ert 
credibility and confiftency to the divine ftory. 

_. Arrer the apoftacy, Gop brought the Arte 

ders to trial, and pronounced fentence on their 
difobedience. Effects of the fentence have been 
found in every age 5 pain, diftrefs, mifery, and 
many calamities. In the hiftory of the ages im- 
mediately fucceeding the apoftacy, Gop charges 
all men with being finners, and proves the charge 
by their works. The earth was filled with vio- 
lence until the honor of Gon required him to 
cleanfeit by a deluge. Tho’ this was a neceflary 
chaftifement, to ftop the progrefs of vice, and bear 
a teftimony for the moral character of the fu- 
preme governor ; it did not regenerate human na- 
ture. ‘The nature of man remained the fame af. 
ter the deluge as it was before ; and the corrupted 
heart proved itfelf by corrupt actions. 

Arrer this, Gop feleéted a particular family 
and nation, to be the repofitories of his ‘word 
and a written law ; asthe moft eligible. way Of”. 
refifting the torrent of vice and fpiritual igno- 
rance, and of preparing the way for a kingdom 
in the world, glorious in divine knowledge and 
holinefs. . This was the beginning of the written 
word, which is now compleated in the canon: of 
fcripture. 


Turoucu the whole, there are Bees allu- 
fions and direét references, to the firft apoftacy, 
as the fource of thofe evils with which the world 
is filled. Men are reprefented finful and guilty 

_—departed from Gop—ignorant of his glory —_— 
indifpofed to honor him—without a love of 
holy nature and government—ferving rhentelyes es 
and the creatures in the exercife of divers luft 
—hating, biting and devouring one anothe 
when left to the practice of theirn natural temp 
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Tue hiftorical part of fcripture confirms this 

reprefentation, by innumerable facts, concerning 
nations and individuals; fo that the total de- 
pravity of human nature, is a fa& moft ftrongly 
’ proved by the facred hiftory of mankind.—This 
hiftory hath in it, all the marks of fincerity and 
‘truth, and the vifible fins of both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, are traced back by the omnifcient writer, 
to an evil heart that is common tomen. This is 
thecommon ftory of the Old Teftament hiftori- 
ans and prophets; and in numberlefs addreffes, 
inftructions, reproofs and warnings from Gop, 
the univerfal depravity of man is affumed as a 
fact, that is indifputable. 

~ WHEN wecome tothe New Teftament, which 
particularly unfolds the method of {alvation by 
‘the grace of Gop; the whole fcheme of doc- 
‘trine, and the evangelical duties required from 
finners, are’ grounded on the previous fact, of a 
total depravityin men. On this account a divine 
atonement became neceflary ; alfo the influences 
of the Spirit of Gop, to create men anew, and 
raife them from fpiritual death to a holy life in 
Cueist Jesus. Ifthe fcripture be true, the ut- 
_ ter finfulnefs of men in the fight of Gop mutt be 
‘allowed. Thofe who attempt to receive the 
fcriptures, or the gofpel, as being of infinite val- 
we, on any other ground than this, are bringing 
together two fchemes of fentiment, which can 
mever agree. ‘The facred writers in proving the 
need or fhowing the offices of the gofpel, either 
-prefuppofe, or prove the depravity of all the 
earth. ak 

' Paut confiders this fubje& largely, in the be- 
ginning of the epiftle to the Romans, preparatory 
to his {tating our juftification by the free grace of 
- Gop through Jesus. He divides mankind into 
two great clafles, Jews and Gentiles. The former 
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were Gob’s profeffing people, of the feed of A- 
braham, to whom his law and the oracles of 
grace were committed. Under the latter name 
of Gentiles, it is well known, that in the fcrip- 
tural ule of the word, all other people, befide 
the Jews, were included ; fo that Jews and Gen: 
tiles inclufively contain all mankind: =, 

In the firft and part of the fecond chapter, he 
confiders the univerfal character of the Gentiles, 
and enumerates the fins, which were a proof of 
the ftate of their hearts. He fays, concerning 
them, That when they knew Gon they glorified him 
not as Gon, neither were thankful, but become vain’ 
in their imaginations, and their foolife heart wat 
darkened.—T hat they did not like to retain Gop in 
their knowledge.—T hat they are without excufe— 
That they changed the truth of Gop into a lie, and 
worfbipped and ferved the creature imore than the. 
Creator ;—together with many other expreflions 
defcriptive of the greateft depravity. 

Tue fecond chapter includes the Jews alfo uns 
der the fame fentence of total fin. Therefore thou 
art inexcufeable, O man, whofeever thou art that. 
gudgeft : For wherein thou sudge/? another thou con« 
denneft thyfelf ; for thou that sudgeft dost the fame 
things—Behold, thou art called a Few, and refieft 
in the law (i. e. a revelation, or the ritual law) 
and makeft thy boaft of Gov. &Ft—Thou therefore 
which teach? another, teacheft thou wot thyfelf ?— 
—Thou that makeft thy boaft of the law, through 
breaking the law difbonorc? thou Gop? For the 
name of Gon is blafphemed among the Gentiles through 
you.— Afterwards, in the third chapter, the apoftle 
puts the queflion, What advantage then hath the 
‘Few 2? What benefit do they ‘derive from being 
the protefling people of Gop, if they be not ; 
people delivered from the depravity of humam1 
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ture? The anfwer is, Much evcry way, chiefly 
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caufe to them were committed the oracles of Goo. 
Their advantage, is doctrinal inftruction in the 
nature of fin and the way of forgivenefs ; but they 
came into the world with finful hearts, as the 
‘Gentiles do, and remain under the condemning 
guilt of fin, until fanctified and juftified by the 
grace of Gop. ; . 
ForTHER on, he comes to our text as a con- 
clufion of the difcourfe-—We have before proved 
bith Fews and Gentiles that they are all under fin 3 
as itis written, there 1s none righteous, no, not one :—— 
And healfoadds, There is none that underftands 
eth—there is none that feeketh after Gop—they are 
all gone out of the way——they are together become uns 
profitable—deftruction and mifery are in their ways, 
and the way of peace have they not known. This is 
Paul’s defcription of Jews and Gentiles, includs 
ing all mankind. 


I wis it to be remembered that a great nums 
ber of pofitive teftimonies, for the total depravity 
of all mankind, and which might be perti- 
nently introduced here, to prevent repetition will 
be referved to the next branch of the difcourfe, 
when we fhall inquire in what this depravity cons 
fifts. 


-Wuen the fcriptures fpeak of good men, of 
of any exercifes in the human heart, that are 
pleafing to Gop; they afcribe them to an origin, 
perfectly confiftent with the doctrine of a total, 
moral corruption of human nature. ‘The quef- 
tion is not, whether there be any holinefs in any 
of mankind ; but whether, there be any in them 
naturally, previous to the gofpel renovation and 
forgivenefs ? We know thereisa degree of holinefs 
and conformity to Gop in fome minds; but 
whence doth it come, and is it the natural chars 
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acter of any man? It eomes wholly from the © 
fanctifying grace of Gop thro’ Jesus Curist, 
and had no exiftence until produced by divine 
power. All thofe facred paflages, therefore, 
which afcribe the exiftence and every degree of 
holinefs, to the renewing fpirit of Gop, and fuch 
paflages are very numerous; are as much a tef- 
timony for the original depravity of men, as they 
be for the need of fanctifying grace. The whole 
Bible, may therefore be adduced, as evidence in 
point for the moral corruption of mankind, and 
that they a& wholly under the influence of it, ex- 
cept fo far, as a fovereign Gop is pleafed to re- 
deem and change them. J 

Tue hiftory of the apoftacy; the hiftory of 
nations and individuals in every age; the hiftory 
both of bad and good men; the hiftory of re. 
demption, in its progrefs, purchafe and applica- 
tion; the defcription of the fpirit’s operation, and 
the evangelical graces of good people; the hif- 
tory of the divine governnient, and its termina- 
ting in a ftate of eternal rewards ; do all fuppofe . 
and prove the depravity of human nature. It is 
in vain to fay, we need a greater number of par. 
ticular texts, affirming this faét, concerning ey- 
ery creature whois born into the world ; for we 
have enough fuch, and if the number were 
increafed tenfold, and exprefled in the moft 
pointed manner, the evidence arifing from thefe 
particular affertions, would not be equal to the 
general teftimony of fcripture hiftory and doc- 
trine. All thefe agree in this point, that man 
is a creature totally depraved and dead in tref- 
paffes and fins. Heed 


II, We are to inquire, in what this depray | 
confifts, and how the feveral powers and. 


of the mind are affected by it. a 
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_. Tur underftanding, is that capacity of the ra- 
tional mind by which it perceives truth, and 
judges the relation between different truths, 
The will, is that power of the rational mind, by 
which it choofes or refufes, receives or rejects, 
fuch truths as are perceived or known by the 
underftanding. Choofing or refufing always im- 
ply love or hatred of the propofed truth. Choof- 
ing a truth or an obje&, is loving it; rejecting, is 
hating it. Hence, the will, the heart, and the af- 
fections, may in moft moral and evangelical dif- 
courfles, be ufed as words of the fame meaning. 
A holy ‘will is a holy heart, and a holy heart flows 
out in holy affections, towards holy objects. 

1. THe primary feat of depravity is in the 
heart, will, or affections ; fo that if this be made 
right, a rectification of whatever is wrong in any 
other power or faculty of the mind, will of courfe 
“Follow. 

Tuis depravity, is fo effentially feated in the 
heart or will, that no kind of addrefs or afting 
on the other ‘faculties, will remove fin from the 
foul. The regenerating power of Gop, aéts di- 
reétly on the heart or will, and the moft powerful 
‘or long continued adtion, on the underftanding, 

“will not change the heart. A temper, difpofi- 
tion, inclination, tafte or relifh which are right or 
‘wrong, mean the fame as a heart or will, that is 
right or wrong. 

__ Tue word heart, moft commonly is ufed in 
‘the {criptures, denoting the will and affections, 
-and feems to be uniformly confidered as the feat 
or fource of holinefs and fin. ‘There are a mul- 
titude of paflages which fhow this. 

Tue law oF holinefs given by Mofes and by 
Crrist is, Thou fhall love the Lord with all thy 
heart—that i is, choofe and cleave to him with the 
ftrongeft affeétion, When Gop defcribes his 
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own fanétifying action on the mind, he fays, Then 


will Ifprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fhall be 
clean. A new heart alfo will I give you, and a new, 
Spirit will I put within you ; and I will take the ftony 
‘heart out of your fiefh.. ‘Thofe who hear the word 
aright, are fuch as receive it into good and hone/t 
hearts. Holinefs is defcribed, by.a clean, a right, 
a pure, a wife, and an underftanding heart ; and 
fin by the contrary, fuch as an evil, and a hard 
heart. In defcribing the antediluvian corruption, 
Gop fays that mens hearts were to evil only, and 
that continually. The prophets and Jesus Curist 
defcribe mens rejection of the truth, to their 
hearts being waxed grofs. The apoftle afcribes 
mens {piritual ignorance to the, hardnefs of their 
hearts. Gop charges mankind with having an 
evil heart of unbelief. CuRrisT in enumerating 
the practical fins of men, fays, they come out of the 
heart. It is faid of men, that Their hearts gather 
iniquity to themfélves—are corrupted—are hardened 
—that they commit all manner of fin in the heart 
that they imagine mifchief, fiudy deftruction, and are 
mad in their hearts. . acd 
Sometimgs the word zo//is ufed denoting the 
fame, Ye will not come to me that ye might have life, 
that is, your hearts are oppofed to coming. The 
fenfible exercifes of the heart and will are what 
we call the affections, fuch as love, delight, re- 
joicing, hatred, enmity, mourning, and all thefe 
are exercifes of the heart. aye. 
Mens depravity is often defcribed by their love 
of what is wrong, and their want of love or en- 
mity to that which is right and good. They loye 
fin—delight in departing from Gop—choofe not 
his ways nor his law, and endeavour to put far 
away his charaéter and the duties they _owe him. 
‘They prefer or love their own will, more 


his holy will. The law of holinefs is to 
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Lord with thy whole heart. The depravity in fin- 
ners is @ love of them/felves and the creatures, 
with the whole heart or fupremely ; and hence 
it comes that the friend/hip of the world is enmity 
againft Gop. And that, the carnal mind is enmity 
againft Gop ; for it is not fubject to the law of Gon, 
neither indeed can be. Enmity to’Gop, his law, 
and government is the neceflary confequence of 
their fupreme love being turned on themfelves. - 
TVhe natural ftructure of the human mind is fuch, 
that a want of love to Gop, terminates in a fu- 
preme love of himfelf, and the creaturesas they are 
adapted to gratify the lufts of a finful heart. Let . 
a love of Gop ceafe from the heart, and enmity 
to his character, his law and government, and the 
whole fyftem of holinefs will of courfe follow. 
So that the heart muft be confidered'as the pri- 
mary feat of man’s depravity. Here it entered 
‘here it reigns——and from this fountain it cor- 
rupts the foul. And as all the effects of the firft 
apoftacy,on other powers of the mind, proceeded 
froma corrupt heart; fo it is upon the heart 
that the power of Gop is exerted to bring us in- 
toa right ftate. Therefore the change of regen- 
eration is called being renewed in love, a renova- 
tion of the will and affeCtions, whereby there isa 
fupreme delight and choice of holy objects. 
_ Gop islove. His love is his holinefs. The 
highett fum of happinefs in hisown infinite nature, 
and in the ‘intelligent kingdom he hath created, 
is the objet of his love. He loves himfelf in un- 
ion with his kingdom, and his kingdom in union 
with himfelf ; fo that both make but one object. 
The creature, who is perfect in holinefs, hath the 
fame object, and regards himfelf only as a part, 
fubordinated to the glorious and eternal ob- 
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jet of holy affeétion. He loves, defines, and 
acts for an end infinitely greater than himfelf. 
In fight of this the perfect faints loofe fight of 
themfelves, and know their own worth only in 
union with Gop and his pure family. This holi- 
nefs exifts in the heart and affections. 

Tue depraved finner can love, but it is his 
own happinefs in folitary diftinétion and aétual 
oppofition to the happinefs and glory of Gop and 
hiskingdom. The holy and the depraved mind 
have, therefore, objects of love, entirely diftin& ; 
fo that there immediately {prings up an oppofi- 
tion of interefts, and this in its natural operation 
becomes enmity againft Gop, and a hatred “2 his 
law and of religious duty. 


adly. Tu word of Gop doth alfo defcribe the 
depravity of man, by ignorance, darknefs and 
blindnefs. If the will or heart be the primary 
feat of depravity, what is meant by thefe expret- 
fions, and how is the rational intelle€t or under- 
ftanding affected? In anfwer to this inquiry I re- 
ly, . . 
4 1. THaT by the ignorance or blindnefs afcri- 
bed to finners in the word of Gop, is not com- 
monly meant doétrinal ignorance, or any incapa- 
city in the natural intelle& to perceive truth, or 
judge of the relation between different truths. 
Hoty and depraved men, can alike perceive 
the truth or falfehood of propofitions which are 
placed before the underftanding? They can re- 
ceive evidence, and infer one truth from another. 
This is a natural operation of the mind, which 
was not deftroyed by the apoftacy, and doth not 
prove, either the exiftence or want of holinefs. 
If men had not the natural powers of underftand- 
ing, and of receiving doétrinal knowledg hey’ 
could not be finful. As an inftance, If men had 
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no dottrinal knowledge, of Gon’s exiftence or of 
his law, or the intellect was incapable of ‘receiv- 
ing it, they would not be guilty for attions of | 
difobedience. Currist told the Jews, Ye have 
both feen and hated me and my father. —If I had 
not come and [poke to you, ye had not had fin, but now 
ye have no cloak for your fin. Both thefe paflages, 
refer to doctrinal knowledge, and the perfons 
who faw, and who heard CuristT fpeak, were in 
the depth of that blindnefs, which is effential to 
depravity. 

Tuere are millions of finners, at the prefent 
time, who have juft doétrinal knowledge, and _ 
much clear {peculation on the gofpel ; who la- 
bor under the genuine blindnefs of fin, to as great 
a degree as the heathen. All unfan¢tified per- 
fons are under that ignorance and blindnefs of 
fin of which the fcripture fpeaks. 

I woutp not be underftood, that there is as 
much doétrinal light among finners as there 
would be if they were holy. The indulgence of 
their intemperate lufts, by injuring the body, may 
eneryate the mind and the vigor of natural un- 
derftanding. Alfo by the oppofition of their 
hearts to truth, they are indifpofed to feek 
for it; they neglect means and do not ftudy to 
be informed. From hence comes an amazing 
degree of doctrinal ignorance, in thofe who have 
the word of Gop and the beft means of inftruct- 
jon. It is furprizing to fee this ignorance in mul- 
titudes, who know that the bleflednefs or mifery 
of eternity is at ftake; and it fhows the prodi- 
gious diflike of their hearts to the truth; a dif- 
like fo ftrong, that it pains them to fee doétrinal 
light, and they fly away fromit as difagreeable. 
Still, even this ignorance, is not the thing, of 
which Gop’s word moft commonly fpeaks, in de- 
Acribing the fin of human nature, Doétrinal or 
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iithat light and ignorance, are diflin€’ things 
and it is fpiritual ignorance which is effential t to 
the nature of depravity. Where there is the 
greateft doétrinal light, there may be the greateft 
fpiritual blindnefs. Doétrinal light, is feeing the 
truth by means of evidence prefented to the un- 
derftanding ; and when feen, it may appear either 
glorious or hateful, according as the moral ftate 
of the heart fhall be. Spiritual light is feeing the 
’ glory of truth ; it appears amiable, excellent and 
lovely. Seeing the glory oftruth implies a good 
heart. Spiritual ignorance is feeing no beauty 
, and glory in truth, and nothing in Gop which 
makes him to be defired, . Doétrinal ignorance ; 
may be removed by the inftitured means of in- 
ftruction ; but fpiritual ignorance can be Temo- 
ved only by the power “of, Gop renewing the 
heart, and all means of inftruction are here nef 
feétual. When Gop atts to enlighten {piritu- 
ally, he does it, not by a revelation of truth 
which was béfore unfeen by the underftanding, 
or giving any new power to the perceiving facul- 
ty; but folely by changing the heart. In the 
heart there is a new creation, new moral quali- 
ties infufed by the holy fpirit, and this is re- 
generation. When the heart is made holy, the 
beauty and glory of holinefs is perceived; and 
until there be this change of heart, the finner 
whether he lives in a heathen or chriftian an is 
in total fpiritual blindnefs. ~ 
Tuis blindnefs is meant in the following paf 
fages, and many others. Being grieved for the’ 
blindnefs of their heart—Having the underftanding. 
darkened, being alienated from the life of Gon, ee 
the ignorance that is in them, becaufe of the blindnefs 
of their heart—And_ knoweft not that thou. art 
blind.— If our gofpel be hid, it is hid to them the are 
loft: Inwhom the Gon of this world hath blinded the 
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winds of them that believe not, left the light of ihe glo 
rious gofpel of Curist, who is the image of Gop, 
fhould fhine into them. —For Gop who commanded 
the light to fhine out of darknef:, hath Jhined in our 
hearts ; to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of Gon, in the face of Fzesus Curist. ‘The hiding, 
the blindnefs, the light fhining into the heart, 
which are mentioned in thefé paflages, applies 
folely to fpiritual light and ignorance. Ha- 
wing the underftanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of Gov through the ignorance that is in them, 
becaufe of the blir:dne/s of their heart. ‘Vhis blind- 
nefs, which is moft dreadful’ to human nature, 
is one under which men will remain, until Gop 
is pleafed to fanctify them for hinwelf; and all 
‘the means of inftruCton in the chriftian world, 
have no power to remove it, unlefs the renewing 
fpirit of God accompanies his own means.—For 
this reafon, the depravity of human nature, in the 
word of Gop, is traced to the heart as a fountain. 
There muft be a conformity of ‘the heart, to 
the moral character ef Gop and to the truth, in 
order to fee his glorious lovelinefs, and the fatif- 
fying beauty of virtue. 

Iv hence appears that depravity doth not orig- 
inate in the underftanding, but hath its primary 
feat in the will and affections ; and when thefe are 
perfectly rectified, the whole mind minifters to holi- 
nefg.— There are a great number of ufeful inferen- 
ces from this fubject, all of which, except the two 
following are deferred to a fucceeding difcourfe. 

i. Tue preceding defcription of man’s natu- 
ral corruption, fhows that the ufe of means alone 
can never remove it. 

Means may inftru@ and a& powerfully on 
the underftanding to give doctrinal light; and 
this is the whole of their efficacy, the whole for 
which they were appointed, by 2 wife Gon. 
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Lert us confider what the means of religion 
do, and their action on the mindofman. .s 

Trey fix our attention ; fet the character and 
law of Gop before us ; make us acquainted with 
our own character, and wants, and with the na- 
ture and confequences of holinefs and fin; and 
generally, they give doctrinal information; but 
beyond this, it is not conceived they have any 
power.—lIf the depravity of man confifted in doc- 
trinal ignorance, the means of inftruétion might 
fet him right; but this is not the cafe. The 
fuppofition, that means, by the moft diligent ufe 
of them, will remove the corruption of human — 
nature, implies that the heart is previoufly right 5 __ 
and that all fins are no more than pitiable 
miftakes, arifing from doétrinal ignorance—Let 
this idea be followed in its genuine confequences, 
and it really denies the fin of human nature. 
The heart, the will, the moral tafte can be 
changed only by the power of Gop.—Hence the 
{criptures {peak of a new birth—a renovation— 
a new creatiom—a new heart—and the neceflary 
action of the Holy Spirit to make the change. 
This may be illuftrated, in the inftance of feeing 
the divine character. The ignorant finner has 
doctrinal knowledge to a certain degree, 
and to that which is feen of Gop his heart is” 
oppofed. Let his doctrinal knowledge, by 
the ufe of means be doubly increafed. id ill 
this enlarged view of-what he difliked, make 
him love it? Common fenfe would determine 
quite the contrary. Thofe who depend on the 
ule of means to change their hearts, are denying 
the power of Gop and refifting the Holy Ghoft; 
and there is no reafon to expe he will help 
until they feel that they are in the hand of 
fovereign power and goodnefs—and that he mult 
work to fave them. Means were inftituted to 


_— 


Serm. VI. Man's depravity. 11t 


inftrua the underftanding, and fix the attention 
on truth. The Holy Spirit is appointed to re- 
new and fanctify, and the {piritual enlightening 
which he gives, comes from his prior action on 
the heart. But is there not a greater probability 
that thofe who diligently ufe appointed means, 
wil be fanétified by divine power, than if they 
omit the ufe ? Doubtlefs there is, and thofe who 
omit the ufe, have no reafon to expect that Gop 
will fanétify and forgive. In the falvation of his 
people, he does honor to all his own inftitutions 
—he may give the Spirit to whom he pleafeth, 
and he will not give to thofe who are regardlefs 
of his appointments—we ought therefore very 
diligently to ufe appointed means, and _ be at the 
fame time fenfible, that itis the fovereign power 
of Gop which changes the heart, removes the 
power of original corruption, and gives a begin- 
ning preparation for heaven. 

2. THe defcription that hath been given of 
man’s natural depravity, fhows that the igno- 
rance of which the fcriptures fpeak is no excufe 
for fin. 

DocTriNnaL ignorance may, in fome cafes, 
excufe from fin. Thus the heathen who never 
had Curist preached to them, are not guilty 
for the neglect of receiving him ; while in thofe 
who have the gofpel, the want of faithis a great 

fin. If men did not know the moral law, either 
by a natural or revealed evidence, this would be 
an excufe for thofe things in them which are now 
finful.— All men, have fufficient do&trinal knowl- 
edge of the moral law, to render them inexcufa- 
ble in the fight of the judge. 

Tuat fpiritual ignorance which I have large- 
ly deferibed, in no fenfe or degree, is an excufe 
for fin.—It all comes from fin in the heart, and 
is in proportion to the degree of fin. The more 
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fal the more blind. —-This blindnefs, inf 
being an excufe, is the index of aa evil ch 
and the degree of blindnefs meafures the 
of guilt ; hence the word of Gop confiders me 
blindnels as their fin and threatens it with pun- 
ifhment. . When finners come before the bar oe 
Gop, if they plead, that they faw nothing in is oa 
arate which delighted them—no glor im his” 
truth and juftice—nothing amiable in his Jan 
nothing lovely in Curist’s purity, and the holy 
do@rines of his gofpel—no_ excellency in 
chriftian temper and obedience—no ~ pleal are in 
the Rane of worfhip and the company 0 fi ODS 


ee they are guilty and 7ighnon mee 
demned. And fhould we not my reader in a fim- 
ilar cafe, judge the fame? Suppofe an unholy 
fon, pleading asan excufe, for his undutifulnels 
ae his difobedience. to the reafonable laws « ofa 
jut and good father, that the charaéter of the fa- 
ther difgufted him, and he could find no pleafure 
either in his charaéter or law; would this ex- 
cufe his difobedience ? Nay,. would it not be the 
aggravating proof of his depravity ? It cer-— 
tainly would. Let none therefore think, becaufe _ 
religion doth not appear amiable to them, that 
this will be any excufe. So far tothe contrary, — 
the more blind they find themfelves to the fpirit- _ 
ual glory of divine things; the more alarmed 
they ought to be for their fituation. —This 
cumftance fhows them to be exceeding finfe 
far removed from the kingdom of heaven. z 
May the Lord change all our hearts to de. 
light i in himfelf. AmzEn 
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Man’s depravity. 


“ROMANS iii. 9, 10. 


—for we have before proved both Yews and Gen- 
tiles, that they are all under fin; as it is written, 
there is none righteous, no, not one. 


N a former difcourfe from thefe words, evi- 

‘dence was collected from the holy f{criptures, 
that all men are in a ftate of depravity and fin. 

Inquiry was alfo made in what this depravity 
confifts, and how the feveral powers and faculties 
of the mind are affected by it. The underftand- 
ing ; and heart, will or affections were defined, 
From the word of Gop, it appears that the heart 
cr wil including the affections, is the primary 
feat of moral depravity; and the underftanding 
is confequently affected, but not in fuch manner, 
that the ignorance of finners is any excufe for 
them, or that doétrinal in{truction will have any 
power toremove the diforder. It was the heart 
which apoftatized, and Py this means, the under- 
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ftanding was made dark. It will continue dark 
while the heart is wrong ; which muft be changed 
by the holy {pirit, to illumine the foul with the 
glory of Gon, and the beauty and delights of ho- 
linefs.. As this blindnefs comes entirely from 
finful affections, Gop treats it as finful; and the 
degree of a creature’s fin may be known by the 
degree of his blindnefs. acta 

Tue diforder, in the finner’s heart, is a mifpla- 
ced love. His chief affection is taken from Gop ; 
from the general good; from feeking the great- 
eft glory and happinefs of the intelligent fyitem, 
and placed on himfelf. For himfelf alone he 
lives, defires and acts, The objeét of holy af- 
fection, is the happinefs of Gop and his kingdom 
inunion. The objec of finful affection, is felf in 
a ftate of feparation from Gop and his kingdom ; 
and this ftate of feparation runs direétly into a 
ftate of oppofition and enmity, from whence 
come all the fins of men againft Gop and his 
creatures, nor is there any perception of glorious 
beauty in holy objects. | 


Tue third thing propofed, in confidering the 
fubject, is to compare the defcription that hath 
been given of our original and common deprav- 
ity, with the apparent character of mankind; 

. their condu& ; and their treatment of Gop and 
creatures in all ages, by which we fhall fee, the 
{criptural account of this moral corruption to be 
a juft one, and entitled to our moft ferious belief. 

Bzrore J proceed to a comparifon of the doc- 
trine, as it hath been defcribed, with the actual 
conduét. of mankind in all ages ; it is neceflary 

‘that feveral things be premifed, to explain fome 
appearances, which may, otherwife, be relied on 
as evidence, in favor, either.of the purity of hu- 
man nature, or of a partial depravity. ~ 
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By the total depravity of man, is not ies 
that the heart breaks out into all poflible enor- 
mity of vice. 

We know this is not the cafe. An vanaf 
enmity may rife higher—finful objects may be 
loved more—and vifible crimes may be multi- 
plied. It is not meant that finners are as wicked 
as they can be, or as they will be, in fome future 
time, if they remain impenitent; but it means 
they have no holinefs, and all their affections, fo 
far as they have a moral character, are finful, 
without*anyymixture of true holinefs. 

Two finners of the fame natural capacity, may 
be entirely finful, and ftill one of them may be 
more finful than the other. The fame finner 
anay be totally finful, at two different times ; but 
more finful at one than the other. In this world, 
the wills and affections of men are under the 
reftraint of Gop, out of fayor to his own king- 
dom, and the ingathering of fouls to Curist. 
If all men acted out their hearts, in the full ex- 
treme of finful paflions and ations, it would 
difqualify the world for a place of probation. 
Thro’ mutual injuries, there would be no time 
for reflection, or opportunity to ufe fuch means, 
as the fpirit accompanies for falvation. But this 
reftraint is not holinefs ; neither, is there in it, any 
thing that approaches ‘towards the moral nature 
of holinefs. The reftrained perfon is {till totally 
depraved ; that is, all which is in his heart is fin- 
ful, and nothing holy, and without holinefs no 
man can fee Gop. 

Wuen evil men hear themfelves charged with 
total depravity, to appeafe confcience they often 
argue, in the following way. There are fome 
defirable things in the world which I have not 
coveted ;—-fome things I have coveted, which I 
might ina more wicked manner have taken by . 
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violence ; therefore, I am not totally depraved. 
Allowing this to be true, it is no difproof of tos 
tal depravity ; for the queftion is not, whether 
the finner be finful to the greateft extreme of ex- 
ercife, but whether there be in him any thing that 
is morally good or holy? . 

FuRTHER, in molt cafes, there muft be fome 
profpect of fuccefs to bring into exercife fenfible 
defires of the heart. 

_ MEN may not defire to walk acrofs the ocean, 
only becaufe they know the thing-to be impoffi- 
ble; whereas, if a poflibility appeared they would 
defire itinftantly. So-the finrier may fay, I never 
defired to deftroy the Gopueap and fit on the 
throne of the univerfe. I wiil allow, it is poffis 
ble, that no fuch fenfible defire kath ever paffed 
in the finner’s mind. StillI muft inquire of 
him, whether he never repined, or thought he 
was hardly treated by providence, or that things 

‘might be ordered better;? All thefe are ex. 
ercifes of the fame heart, which would defire 
to dethrone Gon, if the thing might be probably 
effe&ted. Total depravity doth not imply the 
greateft poflible degree of unholy exercife or ac- 
tion; but it means the whole want of what is 
morally good—a total deficiency of a right tem- 
per and affections, fo that the man, fo far as-he 
acts, is altogether a finner. fap 
Turo’ the ordering of fovereign wifdom, the 
circum{tances under which finners exift, make 
a great difference in the weaknefs and ftrength » 
of the affections. In the prefent world, things are 
ordered to reftrain fin, and keep the energies of 
its action within certain limits. The prefent 
good of Gon’s kingdom requires this. In a- 
nother world, it will be different, and divine 
glory may require all reftraints to be taken 
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off, that the odious nature of fin may fully ap- 
pear. This will be awfully the cafe. 


adly. THe ftate of things is fo ordered in this 
world, that many actions, which produce vifible 
eee effects in fociety, proceed from a heart and 

om motives, which are unholy.- 

A HEART altogether felfith, is totally finful ; 

but men with fuch hearts, may do things which 
are for the prefent benefit of fociety. Ambition, 
pride or avarice may make them diligent in their 
-bufinefs, fair in their dealings, humane to their 
neighbours, or intrepid defenders of the public 
weal, while all is for themfelves. Both the 
public and their neighbours, would be injured 
and hated, if from a change of relative fituation 
felf-intereft required it. How many fair words 
.are fpoken from a heart of bitternefs. How 
many friendfhips ftand on party alliances, which 
are finful in their nature and defign. How of- 
ten do finners patronize one another, carefully 
watching over their mutual reputation and inte- 
reft, folely to keep themfelves in countenance, or 
to find companions agreeable to their tafte, or to 
fecure fome good to themfelves. The world it- 
felf would not contain the books which might be 
written defcribing civil actions—neighbourly ac- 
tions—actions apparently humane and juft, which 
come froma heart and motives altogether unholy 
in the fight of Gop. It is thus, Gon ufes hypo- 
critical finners, to preferve fuch a ftate of order 
in the world, as the purpofes of his own eternal 
_counfel require. He makes ufe, even of the de- 
ftrudtive actions of finners, to build up his own 
kingdom. But let it be remembered, that the 
civility of mankind is not holinefs, if the heart 
and its motives be wrong. 
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Tus defcription may be extended, even to the 

vifible fervices of religion. Men may pray— 
hear the word of Gop—read the fcriptures—in 
fome fenfe keep the Sabbath, and regard gofpel 
ordinances, while in a ftate of total depravity. 
There was no holinefs in the Pharifee, who faid, 
I thank thee, Lord, that I am not as other men, for I 
aft twice in a week ; nor inthe young man, who 
told CurisT concerning the commandments, A// 
thefe have [kept from my youth up. There was no 
holinefs in thefe perfons, therefore, they were to- 
tally depraved. They did all thro’ felfifhnefs— 
thro’ a love of themfelves only, and a dread, rath- 
er than love of Gon. 

Tz ye love them who love you, faid CHRIST, what 
reward have ye? It is altogether finful. Per- 
forming a vifible duty, only thro’ dread of divine 
punifhment, is the fame as doing it wholly froma 
love of ourfelves, without regard to the excellence 
of Gop. So that the performance of many vifi- 
ble fervices-in religion, is no evidence againft the 
doctrine advocated. 


ALSo pity, compaffion, a love of our country, 
a zeal for its good laws, and many other things, 
which in the common language of men are called - 
focial and political virtues, may be found, fora 
feafon, in creatures who are totally unholy. All 
thefe may arife from fome real or fuppofed ben- 
efit to ourfelves, while there is no love of moral 
excellence.—We know the moft depraved may 
love their children becaufe they are their own.— 
For the fame reafon, they may love their country 
and its laws, and in many inftances pity the dif- 
trefs of a fellow-creature. The wonderful wif- 
dom of Gon is feen, in managing the wicked felf- 
ifhnefs of thehuman heart, and making itthemeans 
of preferving a certain degree of order in the hu- 
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“man ftate, fo long as he is gathering his own peo- 
pleinto the kingdom of holinefs. 


gdly. In comparing the defcription of human 
depravity, with the appearance and conduct of 
men, we mutt alfo confider ; that many have been 
reclaimed from the reigning power of their nat- 
ural fin, by the fanctifying grace of Gop. 
WHEN infidels attempt to depreciate a revela- 
tion, by fetting up the powers and attainments 
of reafon ; it is their cuftom to afcribe to reafon, 
much of that knowledge which originated in a 
revelation. So thofe, who attempt to prove, ei- 
ther the natural purity or partial depravity of hu- 
man nature, claim as evidence, all the good which 
there is in the hearts and actions of men, with- 
out giving any credit to the fanétifying grace of 
Gop thro’ Jesus Curist. There are many pi- 
ous people—there is fome degree of holinefs in 
many hearts ; but whence did it come? Was it 
natural to thefe perfons, or hath it been excited 
by the action of the holy fpirit? Afk the fan&i- 
fied, for they are the beft judges, and their an- 
fwer will be ; that if they have any holinefs, it is 
in {mall degree, and this {mall degree was not 
natural to them. ‘Thefe good perfons, are the 
_firft to allow their own total depravity by nature, 
_ and give all the glory of what there is right in 
them, to the fovereign and renewing mercy of 
Gop. If thefe who appear the neareft to purity, 
-in their temper and actions, claimed this as their 
natural character, it would give fome colour of 
_ objection to the doétrine ; but they are the firft 
to cry out unclean, totally unclean, in the fight 
of Gop. 
The advocates for a natural purity, or partial 
depravity, are found among fuch as appear to be 
fartheft removed from it; and tho’ fome of 
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them may be regular in their lives, they give no 
evidence of an ardent love of Gop—delight in 
the fpirituality of the divine law—pleafure in a 
life of prayer and devotion, or eminence in any 
of the exercifes which fhow a very fanttified 
heart. The truth is, they have no great fenfe of 
fin, and therefore think human nature pure, or 
but little debafed. | ; 

Tuese remarks will fully account, for fuch 
appearances in the character and conduét of men, 
as fome may ule to evince but a partial depravity. 
They teach us, that the doctrine of total cor- 
ruption by nature, is not rendered doubtful by a 
comparifon with matters of fad. 


I sHALL now mention fome things, in the 
general appearance of mankind, which fhow a 
heart by nature totally depraved. 


1. THERE is a natural and general forgetful. - 
nefs of Gop; and the few thoughts of him, 
which men have, appear to be excited by terror 
and not to flow from a heart filled with love. 

ALARMING providences, dangers, wants, pains, 
the inftituted means of inftruction, impel men 
fometimes to think of Gop. The ways of divine © 
providence, and inftituted means are wonderfully 
calculated, to remind us of the divine charaéter 
and government. All nature around us—all 
daily events, our mercies and our trials, are de- 
figned to make us keep Gop in fight. With all 
this provifion of means how little is he thought — 
of? The defires of the heart reft on the gift, 
without afcending to the giver. Mens thoughts 
{top on fecond caufes without rifing to the great _ 
firft caufe. All their difcourfe and adtions prove, — 
that other objects are more agreeable to the 
heart; and that it is with a kind of relu€tance, 
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they are brought to think of Jenovau. His pure 
charaéter—his holy law—and moft juft govern. 
ment, are not pleafurable fubjects. As young 
minds open to the evidence of Gon’s being and 
perfections, this doth not correét the evil difpo- 
fition, Objects of ambition, intereft and pleaf- 
ure engage all the attention. They look to the 
things around them for happinefs, and on thefe 
their difcourfe turns. Unlefs the providence 
or fpirit of Gop f{peaks, with uncommon energy, 
they go onin deep fecurity, devoted to them- 
felves and the world. 

Courp things be fo if there were any love of 
Gop? The law of reafon and revelation require 
a fupreme love of him, and who dare deny the 
_ juitice of the requirement? Could things be fo, 
if any, even a partial love of Gop, or as much 
as we have, for ourfelves and the creatures, were 
natural to us? They certainly could not. Nas 
ture impels us to think of the objects which we 
love. The heart is inquring and following them ; 
and if the love be fupreme it makes hatte to find 
them. No pains are too expenfive, and no 
watchings too laborious to find the objects 
we love; and when found every action and word 
is expreffive of joy. 

Is this feeking Gop natural to men? Do 
they come into the world, grow up and go thro’ 
life with it?) When providence brings his charac- 
ter into view, do they rejoice as in fight of a be- 
loved. object? Do they perufe and re-perufe 
his image drawn in his law, or appear to be 
fearching for him in the glorious works of na- 
ture? Whence arifes the natural dread of his 
prefence, and of coming before him by death, if 
his charaéter be loved, when it is a law of our 
being to feek the prefence of a beloved object ? 
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If there were not, a total want of) delight 
in Gop, and a natural oppofition of heart to his 
holy nature and government, men could not be 
fo forgetful of him, by whom they are clothed and 
fed, and of whofe infinite perfection, there is 
fuch clear evidence. ‘When we add to this the 
high crimes which are conftantly happening, and 
the actual fins of which every man is confcious, 
it gives great ftrength to the conclufions The 
character given of mens natural fate, by the word 
of Gon, fufficiently accounts for this ftate of 
things. 


edly. Tue conduct of men in all ages proves 
them to be felfifh creatures, and that their nat- 
ural love is only to themfelves. 

Can thofe who have thoroughly confidered 
human nature, and read the character of man in, 
his a€tions—in the conduc of individuals and of 
nations, in every age, have any doubt of this? 
Is not this generally confefled, by the watchful- 
nefs and guard men exercife for themfelves over 
all others? Do they not feel it, until a change. 
takes place in their affeCtions, which, after they 
have experienced, they are willing to afcribe to 
the fanctifying power of Gop? This. felfifhnefs 
or finful felf-love, is the very eflence of a total 
depravity, and there needs nothing more, when 
all reftraint is withdrawn, to make moft complete 
wickednefs. : wre: 

Ir is a dictate of common reafon, that all ra- 
tional beings and objects, and all the interefts of - 
intelligence ought to be loved according to their 
excellence. The glory and happinefs of Gop- 
HEAD is of more value, than all creatures-—of 
many creatures, more than of one—of the whole, — 
more than of a part. Thefe obfervations point 
gut to us the moral law of holinefs, as confifi 
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in a benevolence proportioned to the value of 
the object. Selfifhnefs or a finful felf-love is con- 
trary to this. The felfifh creature wifhes the 
whole to be fubordinate to himfelf; or if fuch 
a with hath not paffed in his heart, it was pre- 
' vented by the apparent imprattiecabilty of the 
thing. ‘his felfifh heart fhows itfelf in all that 
takes place around us—in mens grafping defires 
—in their feelings and actions to others. They 
with to be firft in influence, in efteem, in property, 
in power. ‘To this the heart is continually reach- 
ing. Dear felf-advancement is at the bottom of 
action. By this rule, meafures and events are 
judged—parties formed—worldly friendfhips ce- 
mented—and animofities kindled. By this, the 
man in his natural ftate, is excited to thofe exer 
tions which have many laudable effects on pref- 
ent fociety—he often advances the intereft of 
others as the moft direct way of advancing his 
own—does beneficent aétions to advance his rep- 
utation—adds the weight of his influence to the 
energy of good laws, that his own perfon and 
property may be fafe in a world of violence—lets 
others enjoy fome things, which he hath power to 
take, left the fpirits of the multitude, felfith like 
himfelf, thould be exafperated and wrench from 
him his all. He loves his family, becaufe they be- 
long to himfelf. If thofe children, which are the 
idols of affeétion, belonged to another, with the 
amiable qualities they now poffefs, he would have 
no affection either for their bodies or fouls. For 
the fame reafon he may love many other individ- 
uals, his neighbours and his nation. He may 
alfo be liberal, for who more liberal than the ty- 
rant often is—but obferve how he is liberal! On- 
ly to adminifter to his own fafety and pleafure. 
He is liberal to the flatterer who fooths his pride ; 
ver the defender of his fafety ; or to the fubordi- 
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nate finner, who is in fome way neceflary for him; 
or perhaps his liberality is from fear rather than 
love. : Wie 
NatTurAt confcience reminds him of the day 
of judgment, and he does many good aétions 
gladly, to purchafe his own fafety ; but felfith- 
nefs itill is his predominating temper,-and with 
all thefe he is totally depraved. This alone is the 
hinge on which his affections turn, and he hath 
no love of Gop for what he is in himfelf, nor 
of the divine rights, nor of a univerfe of -crea- 
tures, for the real value of their intelligence and 
happinefs. If he had this love it would be ho- 
linefs, and fuch as can with certainty find fome 
degree of it in themfelves, may hope that Gop 
hath had mercy on them. 

Tus the appearance and the conduct of man- 
kind, confidering all circumftances in this world 
of probation, as we may reafonably fuppofe they . 
would be ordered by a Gop of infinite power and 
wifdom, confirm the {criptural account of a deep 
and total depravity, which is the natural charac. 
ter of men; .and that this depravity is feated in 
the heart, will or affeGtions. ‘This withdrawment 
of fupreme love from Gop and his intelligent 
kingdom, which are the only objects of a ca 
love, and refting in himfelf, will account for.all ~ 
the wickednefs that can ever be prattifed by crea-. 
tures. It will produce enmity to the divine char- 
acter, law and government. It will produce ev- 
ery crime of heart and practice againft Gop and 
man. It will caufe an ignorance of the beauty of . 
holinefs—and it is juftly expofed to all the threat- 
éned punifhments of this and another world. . __ 

ift. Tris defcription of depravity, fhows that _ 
men may do many actions which are ufeful in 
the fociety of this world—may be vifibly 
fromicrimes—may attend on the public i 
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tions of religion—and difcover great zeal for 
right actions, while they are in the gall of bitter. 
nefs and under the bonds of iniquity. 

Paut tells us this—-Though I /peak with the 
tongues of men and angels——though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and underftand all my/fteries, and all knowl- 
edge; and though I have all faith, fo that I could 
remove mountains-—though I befiow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burn- 
ed, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
And what is this charity? It is love divefted of 
felfithnefs. It is a love of charaéter and truths, 
for their own excellence and value. It is a love 
in which felf is fubordinate to general good, to 
the glory of Gop, and the greateft {um of happi- 


_nefs in the intelligent univerfe.. This is gofpel 


charity, the chriftian holinefs. There is great 
danger of reliance for falvation, on fuch attain- 
ments, and vifible obedience, as may come from 
a heart deftitute of charity. This is the moft 
common mode of felf-deception. Immerfed in. 
the amufing and bufy fcenes of life, and without 
ferious confideration, pains are not taken to fearch 
deep into the heart.—It is not a pleafing employ- _ 
ment.—Such do not know their total felfifhnefs 

in all they do.—Though confcious of fin, they 
hope it is partial, and that there is fome little 
good in them.—Perhaps they are moral in their 
vifible a€tions—may be kind neighbours and 
fair dealers —On comparifon with the moft aban- 
doned finner, they find their characters much 
more fair, and hence draw the conclufion that 
they are not totally depraved.—They determine 


. to make fome amendments, and hope Gop will 


accept them.—Such perfons become prejudiced 
againft the doétrines of divine fovereignty—a_— 
total corruption of human nature—and the need 
of being regenerated and made new creatures. 
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Thus, they go wholly off from the true gofpel 
fcheme, and while they rely fome on CurisT 3 
they rely more on themfelves, and in their own 
opinion are going toa holy heaven, though def- 
titute of that renovation fpoken of in the ferip» 
tures.» Perfons in this fituation, have never feen 
the fin of their own hearts, nor the true -diftinc« 
tion between a holy and depraved temper. Thus 
their hopes may be confiderable, and every ac- 
tion, the matter of which is right, is eagerl 
feized as evidence of their own fafe ftate.-—Self- 
love, and fear may produce many fuch actions. 
They may even love Gop from a fuppofition, : 
that he loves them, while felfifhnefs is the central 
point of all their affections.—In this way hypo- 
crites are made.—Thus, mere 'moralifts are eafy ° 
in their fituation—Thus, the thorough doétrines 
of the gofpel become unpleafant to their hearing, 
becaufe the felfifh ground of their hopes is over- 
turned, and they wifh a bible and a preacher 
more tender to the felfith affeGtions.—It is for 
thefe reafons, felf-examination becomes fo un- 
pleafing, and fo difficult a work for fallen finners. 

In addition to thefe objections, it is alfo added 
by the felfith mind, I can fee no kind of beauty 
in fuch holinefs, as thefe rematks imply to be ne- 
ceflary.—This is a fa& which muft be allowed ; 
but blindnefs to this beauty proves their criminal 
condition, and it can be removed, only a reno- 
vation of the heart. | 

2d. We may infer, that the beipeisitan of 
mens hearts is to the true charaéter of Gop, and 
not to mifapprehenfion of him. Hei is oppofec 
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So long as they conceive him friendly to their 
felfith affections, they are friendly to him; be- 
caufe, it appears as though he had made himfelf 
and his government fubordinate to their will.— 
They love Gop in this cafe, from his fuppofed 
fubferviency to their interefts. This finful love 
of Gop is founded upon a mifconception of his 
- character ; for the moment his true character is 
feen—that he requires felf-confecration and a 
complete fubmiffion to his own will, the oppofing 
heart breaks out in enmity and difobedience ; 
fo that the oppofition of men’s hearts is to the 
true character of our moft holy Lord. Thofe 
who fuppofe a little increafe of dotrinal light 
will remove it, have overlooked the fountain of 

_ eorruption, and not feen their own hearts truly. 


3d. Tuts confirms the doftrine of Curist, Exs 
cept a man be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of 
heaven.—That which is born of the flefh, is flefh 3 
and that which is born of the {pirit, is [pirit-—Which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flefo, 
nor of the will of man, but of Gop. Fallen creas 
tures have no better principle, than this deprav- 
ed felf-love ; and it muft be the work of the Holy 
Spirit, to create them to new and holy affections. 
To refift or deny the Spirit of Gop, is {hutting 
the door of the kingdom of heayen, and deftroy- 
ing to ourfelves the efficacy of the gofpel. All 
thofe, who deny this work of the Spirit, make 
the gofpel as inefficacious for their own falvation, 
as if they were to deny CurisT himfelf. Be. 
tween thefe two kinds of infidelity, either deny- 
ing Curist, or denying the Holy Ghoft, how 
many fhut themfelves out from the kingdom of 
heaven. Maya Gop of fovereign mercy have 
compaflion to open their eyes before it be too 

late. AMEN, 
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SERMON VII 


Sinners under prefent condemnation. 


JOHN li. 18, 19. 


Bur he that believeth not, is condemned already, bes 
caufehe hath not believed in the name of the only be. 
gotten Son of Gop.— And this is the condemnation, 
that light is comeintothe world, and men loved dark- 
nefs rather than light, becaufe their deeds are evil. 


§ HE evangelift, in this chapter, relates a dif 
courfe of our blefled Saviour, in which 

fome great and important gofpel doétrines are 
brought into clear view. The converfation was 
with Nicodemus, a mafter and teacher in [frael, 
who tho’ he was in that ftation, was ignorant of 
a divine renovation of the heart, as neceflary for 
falvation.—Curist explained the dottrine to 
him, and‘moft plainly aflerted the need of fuch a 
change—the impoflibility of being faved without 
it—and the power and agency of the Holy Spirit 
by whomitis wrought. He faid that this change 
is not of blood, nor of the will of the flefh, nor | 
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of the will of man, but of Gop.—The Spirit of 
Gop is the author of it.—We fhall not reafon our- 
felves into a holy temper, nor gain it by any 
means or endeavours, unlefs the Holy Spirit 
works ; fo that to deny his agency, or to grieve 
him away when he comes to affift, is moft effectu- 
ally fhutting the door of divine grace againit our- 
felves. 

Beinc born again further implies, a holy prin- 
ciple from Gop put into the foul, by which it is” 
enabled to relifh, and tafte the excellency of all 
holy things.—A principle of moral likenefs to 
Gop where there was none before, nor any thing 
which bore a moral refemblance of him.—It 
comes from Gop, and makes thofe who receive it, 
in fome degree conformed to him. 


Havine ftated the need of being renewed, 
CurisT proceeds, alfo to defcribe the neceflity 
of a faving faith, which is that exercife, by which 
a renewed foul receives CuristT for his Saviour, 
and thus becomes entitled to the gofpel promifes 
of forgivenefs and final redemption.—Faith is 
here called believing in name the of the Son of 
Gop. And Curist illuftrates this grace by 
comparing himfelf to the brazen ferpent, which 
Mofes lifted up in the wildernefs, to which the 
wounded Ifraelites looked for healing. The il- 
Juftration is very inftru€tive. The Ifraelite felt 
himfelf mortally wounded, and in danger of im- 
mediate death. So the finner, before he will 
look to CurisT, mutt feel the mortal wounds of 
fin—that his fpiritual difeafe is a fatal one, threat- 
ening the wortt of deaths, and without a remec 
in his power.—After the Ifraelite felt himf 
wounded, the cure was effected only by looking. 
—~So the wounded finner, finds no efficacy to 
eafe a pained confciencg in what he does. All 


_ 
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his own works leave him under condemnation of 
the law.—The virtue which heals. is in Jesus 
CuristT, and he finds benefit by faith alone, 
which beholds, receives and choofes the Saviour 
and his falvation. Whoever thus looks is no 
longer condemned, being forgiven through Jez- 
sus Curist, who has fuffered and become. a 
ranfom for all thofe who are his. 


Havine ftated the way of falvation in the im- 
portant dottrines of the new birth, and a faving 
faith, in our text, he defcribes the unhappy cafe 
and the extreme danger and guilt of all fuch as 
have not been changed unto holinefs, and be- 
lieved in him, But he that believeth not, is con- 
 demned already, becaufe he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of Gopv.—And this is 
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darknefs rather than light, becaufe 
their deeds are evil. Among many important 
truths, which thefe words contain, there arethree, 


which I fhall confider. 


_ift. Aux, who have not a faving faith, are in a 
ftate of prefent condemnation.’ There is not 
fimply danger they will be condemned, in fome 
future time, but the fentence is already paffed. 

adly. Tue light which is come into the world, 
and the means which Gop hath ufed and ftill con- 
tinues to ufe, will greatly aggravate their guilt, 
and make his juftice in condemnation, very glo- 
rious. | | 

3dly. The only reafon, thofe.who have the 
means of information do not come to this light, 
and defive faving benefit from it, is the corrup- 
tion of their hearts. ‘They do not choofe fuch 
falvation as the gofpel offers.—And men loved 
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darknefs rather than light, becaufe their deeds were 


evil, 


ft. Axi who have not a faving faith, are in 
a {tate of prefent condemnation. 

Tue words of Curist are fo exprefs, there is. 
no way of placing on them any other fair and 
natural con{truction—He that believeth not is con- 
demned already—the fentence is pafled, and a- 
greeable to this the holy {criptures fay, that Gop 
is angry with the wicked every day, and his 
wrath abideth on them.—When he looks on 
them, as he doth every moment, and fees their 
fin—a wrong temper—a wrong practice, and a 
want of love to him, his difpleafure is perfect.— 
The original threatening was, in the day thou cat- 
eft thereof thou foalt furely die.—After fin was 
committed, juftice appeared and pronounced fen- 
tence upon'the finners, from which moment, they 
were in a {tate of condemnation.—All of us are 
in the fame fituation naturally, under the fame 
fentence, and there is only one way of being de- 
livered from it, which is by a holy faith in Jesus 
CuRIST. 


Ir is true, there is a fhort reprieve from ¢om- 
plete execution of the fentence, granted to us 
_ all; ‘but we fhould very carefully diftinguith be- 
tween a temporary reprieve from complete exe- 
cution, and a reverfal of the threatening. The 
reprieve extends to all men for a feafon—the re- 
verfal is only to thofe who have become vitally 
united to the Saviour of men, the Son of Gop. 
If the reprieved perfon go to CuRIsT, in the pre- 
{cribed way of humility and repentance, divine 
grace will declare him free from condemnation, 
and until he doth thus go, the fentence remains 
in full force as it would be, if there wereno Re- 
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deemer. Alfo,it remains moft certain, that af- 
ter a fhort delay, execution will commence on 
the impenitent, without allay. The reprieve 
confifts in two things. 


ift. THE extremity of the fentence is not yet 
executed.—Men are now fuffering much punith- 
ment for their fins, but it is not the full punith- 
ment.—Gop has placed them in a {tate of trial. 
The full punifhment of fin is probably fo extreme, 
as to be inconfiftent with confideration and trial, 
and would fo diftract the mind, that it could not 
hear the calls of divine grace, in the manner it 
now may. ‘Therefore, we find a partial fufpen. 
fion of wretchednefs, and only fo much is fuffer- 


_ ed, as warns and teaches us, that the wages of fin 
-are indeed forrow and death. It ought, by no 


means,to be concluded, that the penalty doth not 
contain fomething vaftly more bitter than what 
finners feel in this world. When the ftate of trial 
ends, extreme punifhment will be inflicted, for 
infinite wifdom will no longer have a reafon for 
fufpending. 

2d. ANOTHER thing contained in this reprieve, 


is an opportunity to efcape to the only begotten 


Son of Gop for an eternal deliverance, and com. 


plete reverfal of the fentence of condemnation. 


Gop is now warning us of our danger—invi- 


- ting us to come to him by repentance that we may 


live—and to begin a life of holinefs and true 
grace, and tafte how {weet and foul-fatisfying it is. 
Of thofe who truly come none will be rejected— 
Gop will forgive their fins, for the fake of his 
Son, and never bring them to fuffer fuch punith- 
ment as they have deferved. 

Tue whole ftate of things, in this world, is ev- 


idence,that thofe who believe not are condemned 
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already. There are innumerable punifhments' 
adtually taking place, and if execution is begun, 
it fhows that fentence is paffed. In how folemn 
a fituation does the confcious finner ftand, if fen- 
tence be already pafled—if execution be begun— 
and only a few days are to intervene before the 
full weight takes place. It is in fight of thefe 
truths, divine mercy becomes fo importunate in 
its calls to a fecure world, and fays, in the moft 
pathetic language of pity, Why will ye die, O heufe 
of I/rael? \t is in fight of thefe truths, Gop 
{peaks fo plain to us in his holy word. ‘The cafe 
is fo urgent, that infinite wifdom fees it to require 
the moft plain dealing—the moft plain addrefs 
to confcience—and the moft explicit defcription, 
of the endlefs ruin that will follow a mifimprove- 
ment of this fhort feafon. 

CERTAINLY the great and infinite Gop, 
who upholds fo auguft a ‘univerfe as this, 
and is the parent of reafon, cannot be a paf- 
fionate and capricious being. Neither is it fups 
pofeable that he would try to terrify us with 
groundlefs fears. And he tells us exprefsly, that 
all who have not come to Jesus CuRiIsT are al- 
ready under fentence of death. The awful fen- 
tence of the laft day will not be a new one, but 
only a repetiton of that which is pafled already, 
with this aggravating circumftance, that the ftate 
of reprieve is ended. Mercy will never again 
come forward and try to fave the guilty, fentenced 
creature. O that all might feel the reality of the 
truth Iam now urging. <A long obfervation of 
human nature gives me right to fay, that un-- 
til they feel themfelves to be condemned al-— 
ready, they will never take one ftep towards a 
life of thorough religion. Until they feel this, — 
they will be as fecure, and as full of vanity, as if 
there were no eternity before them—no heaven’ 
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to obtain—or no {ftate of endlefs punifhment to 
efcapee. Among all the ftrange things found in 
a finful heart, itis one of the ftrangeft that fin 
clofes the eyes, on the danger attending it—on 
the need of an immediate efcape—on, the certain 
truth of Gop in what he hath told us, and on the 
awfulnefs of going into another world, without 
that preparation which the gofpel declares to be 
neceflary. And there is not only a prefent blind- 
nefs, but fo {trong a defire of remaining blind, 
it gives a great difpleafure to fee or hear any 
thing, which has a tendency to awaken confcience. 


ad.: Tue light which is come into the world, 
and the means which Gon hath ufed, and ftill 


continues to ufe, will greatly aggravate their 


guilt, and make his fuftice in their condemnation 
very glorious. 

Tus is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darknefs rather than light. 
The meaning of this part of the text is, that the 
furprizing clear light which fhines, if mifimproved, 
will greatly aggravate the condemnation and mif- 
ery of impenitent finners. It is the fame truth 
as Curist exprefled in the following words.— 
Tf I had not come, and fpoke unto them, they had not 
had fin; but now they have no cloak for their fin. 
They would not have had {fo great fin, nor would . 
their condudt have been fo criminal as it nowis. 

A vast number of men in the chriftian world, 
who do not live chriftian lives, fpeak of their 
privileges with great pleafure. They place great 
dependance on their light and opportunities, tho” 
they do not make any ufe of them, to obtain a 
real conformity of heart to Gop himfelf, which 
is the only thing for which their privileges were 
given them. Still, it is a folemn truth, that mil 
improved. privileges will only increafe condemna- 
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tion. This is one of thofe truths, vihich Geeta 
often brought into view. He told the Jews, it 


fhould be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, and — 
even for Sodom and Gomorrha, in the day of judg= 
ment, than for them. The reafon was, becaufe 


they finned againft greater knowledge, and better 


means to do their duty, than the people of thofe — 


devoted cities had. The gofpel, which originated 
in infinite love, and offers falvation to finners 
who are fenfible of their wants and their guilt, 
carries with it nothing but terror to its condemn- 
ed and felfifh oppofers. ‘Therefore the apoftle 


faid explicitly, on’ this fubje&t, that the gofpel 
which he preached, was a favor of life unto life, * 


unto thofe who obeyed; but of death unto death 
to thofe who perifh. Ifit did not fave, if it did 
not fanctify them, it would increafe the weight of 
their guilt. If they refufed it, in its faving and 
fanctifying call, it muft make them more guilty 


creatures, than they would have been, had no ~ 


gofpel been publifhed. 
Gospe calls and warnings—the fearching ad- 
monition of the fpirit—the clear fhining of truth - 
from Gop, in whatever way they come, never 
leave menasthey findthem. Thefe things, ei- 


ther leave us made better than we were, and for- © 
given by Gop; or they leave us hardened, and 


much more guilty than before. 


Ween the unclean fpirit is gone out of aman, he — 


walketh through dry places, fecking reft, and findeth 
none. Then he faith, I will return into my houfe 


from whence I came, out ; and when he is come, he 
jindeth itempty,/wept and garnifhed. Then goeth he, 
and taketh with himfelf feven other fpirits, more 
wicked than himfelf, and they enter in and dwell 
there: and the laft ftate of that man is worfé than . 


the fir. ‘The meaning of the reprefentation 1s 
this. —When by the clear fhining of light, | either 


— 
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immediately from the fpirit of Gop, or by means, 
men are brought to fome confideration—are at« 
tentive—fhow a hearing ear, and go no further, 
they become more guilty. They only walk in dry 
or comfortlefs places. They donot their whole 
duty and repent, and believe in Jesus, and there-~ 
fore find no peace in what they do. As they 
continue to fin againft increafed light, they are 
conftantly becoming “more hard, and finally re- 
folve to fit down again in fecurity. A man thus 
returning to fecurity, finds his houfe empty, 
fwept and garnifhed. He has quieted himfelf 
with a few vifible regulations of amendments 
but itis his houfe and not his heart, that is gar. 
nifhed with love as it ought to be. The awful 


nefs of fuch fecurity, and the increafe of fin and 


guilt, are moft folemnly reprefented—he taketh 
to himfelf feven other fpirits more wicked than him- 
felf, and the laft fate of that man is worfe than the 
jfirft. Ue is become fevenfold more guilty in the 
fight of Gop. Mifimproved light has greatly 
increafed the weight of his condemnation. 
Tuese words are the dottrine of Jesus Curist 
and of the holy {criptures. And can we fay a 
word againit the reafonablenefs of the truth? Do 
not our own commontfenfe, reafon and confcience 
confirm the truth? Does common fenfe di€tate 
any thing more clearly, than this, that the man 


+ who fins againft the cleareft- light is the moft 


uilty creature? Muft we notallow, thatfor fin, 
in the face of fuch light as we have, we are more 
guilty than the heathen, who have no fcripture 
inftruction—no knowledge of a Saviour—no 
means of grace—and no defcription from Gon’s 
own revelation of the nature of a holy life anda 
holy pine ? Muft we not allow, that after 
Gop’s a ie panes us by the inftrumental- 
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_ ity of our confciences, we are more guilty in ev- 
ery fin committed, than before fuch warning was 
given? If, in full ‘atonenrion of truth and our 
own duty—of offered redemption through Jesus 
Curist—of his death, tofhowtheholinefs and love 
of GopHEAD, we {till negle&t, our mouths will be 
fhut in felf-condemnation. ‘This is the very cir- 
cumftance, which in the plaineft manner, fhows 
the exceeding finfulnefs of afinful heart. Itis this, 
which at the laft day, will in the cleareft manner 
prove, the unreafonablenefs of fin, and the glo- 
rious wifdom and righteoufnefs of Gop in being 
oppofed to it. The moft aggravated part of the 
condemnation will be, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darknefs rather than light. 
They acted not from miftake, but according to 
the tafte of their hearts; and they ought to reap 
the fruit of that, which they chofe. 


3dly. Tue only reafon, thofe who have the 
means of information, do not come to this light, 
and derive faving benefit from it, is the corrup- 
tion of their own hearts, by which caufe, they do 
not choofe fuch falvation as the gofpel offers.— 
And men loved darkne/s rather than light, becaufe 
their deeds are evil. 

Curist knew the human _ heart, better, than 
any man, and he exprefsly affigns. this as the 
caufe. It is becaufe their deeds are evil ; becaufe 
there is fomething wrong in them, that they do 
not favingly rejoice in this light, and love fuch 
a Saviour and fuch falvation with their whole 
hearts. . ; 
_ Ler us be very candid on this fubjec. — If no 
other caufe can be found, then every one mutt 
allow, that the caufe afligned by Jesus CHRIST, 
is the true and great one. . ane | 
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- xft. CERTAINLY it is not for want of infor- 
mation. 2 

THe means and nature of this falvation are 
moft clearly defcribed. ‘The temper, the affec- 
tions, the practice, the duties of religion, cannot 
be told more plainly than we find them to be, in 
the word of Gop. Religion is a holy \love of 
Gop, with a correfpondent practice, in which 
there can be no myftery. Men well enough 
know, what it is to love the creatures and them- 
felves ; and love to Gopis like this, only turned 
to him and his holinefs as the object of affection. 
. The caufe, therefore, is not any pyle 
in the nature of religion. . 


ba I THiNK, alfo, it is certain, we muft havea 
doétrinal conviction that religion, in the long 
run of things, will be for our intereft—No man 
ferioufly doubts this——-Though he may think it 
will militate again{t [ome worldly intereft, which 
he wifhes at prefent to preferve ; ftill, he cannot 
but think it will be for his intereft, in the long 
run of things and as he ftands a candidate for an 
eternal exiftence. Let thefe two things be grant- 
ed, that we have a do¢trinal knowledge what re- 
ligion is ; alfo, a doétrinal conviction that it will 
‘be for our intereft, to become favingly religious; 
I think no other caufe remains to be afligned, but 
_a difrelith of heart to the falvation itfelf—There 
is a want of love to fuch falvation as we need—to 
fuch light as fhines in the character of Jesus 
Curist,and in the holy character and law of 
Gop. herefores if men do not come favingly 
to this light, fome evil in their deeds, and deeds 
always betray the heart, is the caufe of their de- 
lay. Ifthere be blame, i it falls on themfelves.— 
I know the mighty power of Gop’s Spirit is ne. 
ceflary to fave finners—to make them truly reli. 
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gious and bring them to Jesus; but it is an op- 
pofition of heart to the falvation itfelf, which 
makes the neceflity. So that the reafon men do 
not conte favingly to this light, is becaufe their 
deeds are evil. They difapprove fo holy, fo 
pure, fo Gop exalting, foul humbling a light as 
that which fhines in the gofpel.—This is that 
guilty ftate of human nature, which Jesus 
Curist folemnly defcribed in the words of our 
text.—May the Lord, who is infinite in mercy 
and fovereign in his goodnefs, have compaflion 
on us all; and draw us by his power to the true 
light, that we may be faved from our fins and 
made forever bleffed. Amen. 
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SERMON Ik. 


The connection between fin and mifery. 


ISAIAH lvil, 21. 
THERE is no peace, faith my Gon, to the wicked. 


HOSE who prattife fin are feeking happi- 
nefs. None love their own peace better, 
though they are going direétly away from it, 
Among all delufions, it is one of the greateft, to 
hope fin will end happily ; yet, it appears that 
evil men act under the influence of fuch hope. 


_. In many cafes, they feem to expect, what they 


know to be impoflfible ; and after a thoufand ex- 
periments which have ended miferably, rufh a- 
gain, with high expectations, into the fame dif- 
appointing fcenes. 

We have the greateft evidence, that finners, 
while they remain fuch, cannot find a fatisfying 
happinefs. There is the word of a true and in- 
finite Gop, who created all things, gave a par- 
ticular nature to every object, and appointed the 
Jaws by which all things material and intelleétual 
exilt, act, perceive and feel, All things are, and 
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ever will be, in his hand. We have the evidence 
of experience that he is true; alfo, it may be 
inferred, from fuch other perfections of an infi- 
nite nature, as he clearly poffeffes. If there were 
no evidence, befide his word, of the conneétion 
between fin and mifery, this would be fufficient 
to conclude the point ; and every finner, ought 
to\depend on being wretched, until his heart is 
changed. But in this cafe we have other evi- 
dence. We need not depend on abftrac& fpecu- 
lations, drawn from the nature of Gop; nor 
need we depend folely on his word, for nature 
with which we are acquainted, the laws of exift- 
ence under which we aét and feel, and experi- 
ence which gains ftrength every “day, confirm 
the truth of revelation, that, there is no peace for 
the wicked. ‘They have no prefent peace, and 
there is no foundation, in the exifting nature of 
things, for them ever to obtain it. Yo be carnal- 
ly minded is death, or mifery. ‘The deathis begun 
—it hath been felt by every finner, and muft 
continue until fin is taken away. So that the - 
unholy are, as much, acting againft the appear- 
ances of nature and experience, as they be againft 
the word of Gop. This neceflary expofure to 
unhappinefs, is not confined to fuch as perpetrate 
the moft atrocious crimes, nor to fuch as give 
themfelves away to indecent appetites ; but is 
common to finners of every defcription. 
By the wicked, the text means all unholy per- 
fons—all wko do not love Gop and his law—all 
_who have not been delivered by fanétifying grace, 
from their natural depravity. In the verfes be- 
fore the text, Gop defcribes himfelf to be the 
giver of all true peace. ‘There is, alfo, a def ip- 
tion. of thofe, who are'capable of receiving, and 
to whom it is given. Thus faith the high an d lof 
one that inhabiteth eternity, whofe name is bi 
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dwell in the high and holy place ; with him alfo that 
is of a humble and contrite /pirit, to revive the fpirit of 
the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones.—Kor the iniquity of his covetoufne/s, was I 
wroth and {mote him.—He went on frowardly in the 
way of bis heart. I have feen, his ways, and will 
heal him : Iwill lead: him alfo and reftore comforts to 
him, and his mourners. I create the fruit of the lips ; 
peace, peace to. him that is far off and to him that is 
near, faith the Lord, and I will heal him. tis the 
humble and contrite heart, that is healed by Gon, 
and receiyeth happinefs. ‘Then immediately fgl- 


~ lows a defcription of finners.—But the wicked are 


like the troubled feqg, when it cannot re/?, whofe wa- 
ters caft up mire and dirt. There is no peace, faith 
my Gop, to the wicked. 

Tue image is both forcibleand juft. As the 
pullution of the turbulent fea, is caft up by its 
own waters, and comes from its own bottom ; 
fothe finner’s want of peace, and his mifery comes 
from the {tate of his heart. 1 will illuftrate the 
following truth. 

\ 

THERE is a neceflary conneétion between fin 
_and mifery, fo that all unholy minds fall fhort of 
the happinefs they feek, and plunge themfelves 
into eternal mifery. | ; 

By neceflary conneftion, I mean a certainty 
from the condition of things, and thofe natural 
laws under which they exift and a&. To have 
it otherwife, another conftitution muft be given, 


to intellectual moral and material exiftence, 


t 


which is perhaps impoflible, and certainly not 
beft. None can expect the certainty of a con- 
nection between fin and mifery, to be made 
plainer, than it is told in the word of Gop ; but 
it may be ufeful to inform the finner, that all 


-nature around him, and his own experience, if 


; 


144 The connection - _ Serm. IX 
he would obferve. it, confpire with the feriptures, 
to warn him of his forlorn cafe, and urge a fpeedy 
repentance, left the day of grace fail, and he fall 
under the wrath, from which there is no deliv- 
erance. We may go through the univerfe, and 
every thing fhowsthe certain mifery of finners,and 
that there is no continuing peace to the wicked. 


1. Let me begin by appealing to the finner’s 
own feelings, and inquire of him, whether he 
hath ever found the peace andhappinefs which he 
fought. He may fay, hehath found fome happinefs. 
This I will grant, and fhall afterwards thow, that 
it doth not militate again{t the truth lam urging. — 
Can any finner fay he hath found contentment— 
found a fatisfying portion, with which his heart 
was placed at reft, fo that he wifhed nothing , 
more, than a continued enjoyment of his attained” 
good. The unholy perfon hopes to do it, in his. 
own way; but whether he hopes, and whether 
he hath obtained, are two queftions. He hath 
been, and {till continues hoping vainly, and the 
continued difappointment is mifery. 

Let us for a moment, fuppofe a thing whic 
cannot be. That it was lawful, and no divine 
anger would rife againft the attempt to put him- 
felf and the creatures, in the place of Gop, and 
love them fupremely. This he hath done in the 
face of a divine threatening ; but we will fuppofe 
the threatening taken away, and no fear of an 
offended Gop. Does he find in himfelf a fund 
of enjoyment? After he hath loved himfelf as he 
ought to love Gop, doth he find his own nature. 
or any thing in himfelf, an object commenfurate 
tohis defires. With his whole felf for a portion, 
doth he not find an emptinefs, a want, a diftreff- 
ing thirft for fomething more? Suppofe, that 
with fuch a nature and mind as he hath, he were 

eee 
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placed at an infinite diftance from all other ob. 
jects, to contemplate, to know, to enjoy himfelf 
without moleftation ; his folitude from other ob- 
jets, and confinement to felf-companionthip, 
would be a hell to him. A creature, who is the 
Gop of his own affections, if the cafe hath been 
ftated truly, in himfelf, hatha miferable idol. 
The mind of man was formed by the all-wife 
creator to be happified by the love of meet and 
‘glorious objects without itfelf. ‘There is nopro- 
portion, between the whole quantity and excel- 
lence of a created mind, and its powers of loving 
and defiring. No objeét, lefs than infinite, can 
fatisfy the heart of a finite creature, This con- 
finement of the affections to himfelf muft there. 
_ fore entail mifery on the depraved mind. 


-adly. Ir we take in all the ¢reatures as objects 
of enjoyment, thefe alfo are infufficient to fatisfy, 
and the unhappinefs remains, King Solomon 
made the experiment, fo far as can be done with 
the greateft advantages, and as the nature of the 
creatures admits, and having made it, wrote the 
univerfal motto, Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. 
Men often look forward in expectancy, to certain’ 
bounds of obtainment, and promife themfelves, 
with thefe to be happy. Indeed, this delufion is 
the finner’s happinefs, and when it ceafes his hap- 
pinefs will ceafe with it, and defpair take the place - 
of all his expectations. He thinks, if he could at- 
‘tain to.fucha point of honor, wealth, or means 
of fenfual gratification, he might have peace, and 
fay to himfelf, as the fool recorded in revelation, 
Soul, thou haft much goods laid up for many years, 
take thine eafe, eat, drink and be merry. But the 
finner, who faid this, +nad not attained content- 
‘ment, for his barns were {till to be pulled down, 
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and larger ones built. Before this was done, his 
naked Joul was called away from the whole. So 
it ever is. Life is not long enough to obtain 
happinefs in the creatures, and if it were an eter- 
nity, the difficulty would not be removed. There 
is nothing in the nature of the creatures, to fat- 
isfy that fenfe of want and emptinefs, which pur.’ 
fues the foul after it is alienated from Goo. 
Therefore, we find by experience, the world can- 
not take away the mifery of an unholy heart. 
Something is {till wanted. There is no content- 
‘ment—fome unfatisfied wifh, and generally a 
thoufand of them remain. Something i a feared ; 
and if not of men, there is a dread of Gop, a 
dread of futurity and another world. If power 
be given to the grafping mind, beyond certain 
limits, perfonal ability to ac ceafes, and others 
muf{t execute. Here jealoufy arifes, fo that the 
thirft for power, and the {uppofed poffeffion of 
it, become a fcourge. If-riches become im- 
menfe, the care of watching them is ftill more 
immenfe, and a great evil. There is nothing in 
all thefe things to remove the want and mifery 
of a finful heart. Nature itfelf forbids an intel- 
gent fpirit to be made happy by the creatures of 
this world. The finner is alienated from his 
Gop, and his affections are terminated on himfelf. 
As this is not an object to fatisfy, his lufts rove a- 
broad among the other creatures, thinking thence 
to fupply the want. Thefe, beyond the fupply of 
natural wants, are empty alfo, and the tranfgref- 
for remains miferable. He, who might be hap- . 
py by giving back his heart to Gop, and by con- 
tentment with fo much of the world as would 
fupply the real wants of his nature, is daily fuffer- 
ing the death of mifery that follows ac arma 
mind. ‘The penalty of the law hath taken hok 
of him, and in many refpedts he feels he begin 
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ning of eternal death. Every unfatisfied finner 
is a living witnels of JeHovan’s truth, when he 
faid, In the day thou eateft thereof, thou fhalt furely 
die. . 


3dly. A cuiLty confcience is the natural con- 
fequence of fin, and becomes a fruitful fource of 
mifery. There muft be an inward {truggle, be- 
tween the affections of the heart which are depra- 
ved, and reafon and confcience, which forbid fin. 
Evil men have evidence of truth and duty—they 
feel a natural conviction of what is right—how 
they ought to treat Gop and his commandments, 
and of the divine authority over them. ' The 
_ word and, providence of Gop is continually re- 
minding them of their duty, and their obligation 
to obey. Their hearts refift this information, 
and go abreaft to the rational judgment. A con- 
flict is raifed in the mind, fo that the man is di- 
vided again{t himfelf ; his heart againft his rea- 
fon and confcience, which muft be a ftate of 
wretchednefs. ‘This unhappinefs of a guilty con- 
{ciente is often great in this world, and we have 
reafon to fuppofe, that in another it will be the 
gnawing worm that never dies. By a guilty con- 
{cience the finner becomes an accufer, a judge, 
and an executioner to himfelf. He forms the 
charge, is the witnefs, and is unable to plead not 
guilty. This part of his punifhment is inbred, 
and muft be coeval with his exiftence, unlefs re- 
moved by the fanctifying grace of Gop. The 
Spirit of aman may fufiain his infirmities ; but a 
wounded [pirit who can bear ? An innocent fufferer 
feels a fortitude to endure, and his confcious in- 
tegrity gives hima {trength almoft above mortal. 
The guilty are deprived of all natural fortitude, 
and fink in defpair under the weight of their 
wretchednefs, No flight is poflible, either from 
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an injured Gop, or Bean themfelves ; “ane 
the prefent day of grace is pafled, there wi 1 be 
no alternative of peace, and all the pain of being 
conicious finners muft be endured. 

Fortier, fundry of the finful paflions include 
pain in their very exercife. ‘This is the cafe with 
impatience, fretfulnefs, anger, malice, hatred, and 
fundry other wicked affections of the heart. To 
hate or to be impatient is to be miferable, and 
muft thus remain. 

Alfo, the difappointment of finnets, mutt make 
them unhappy. So long as Gop reigns, the de- 
vices of the wicked fhall fail, and their pride be 
confounded, fo that they cannot attain their des 
fires. We all know the pain of difappointment. 
When the finner is brought to his final punifh- 
ment, the pain of difappointment muft be ex- 
treme. : 


gdly. Tue focial nature and relations are an 
inlet of great peace, or of an aggravated mifery. 

Tue finful, can have no peace in the focial re- 
lations and rebonst after all reftraint is taken 
off from their evil hearts. To anfwer the pref- 
ent purpofes of redeeming wifdom there are ma- 
ny reftraints onthe unholy. Acting from felfith 
principles they now form fome allianges, which 
have a degree of peace, and fome hours of har- 
mony. But let finners be removed to a condi- 
tion of exifting, which doth not admit of alliances 
formed on felfith motives, and there-will be a tos 
tal end of harmony. All will be difcord, oppo. 
fition, enmity, and mutual injury. 

Tie prelent miniftration of finners to their 
mutual comfort, arifes from the fingular nature 
of the ftate in which Gop kath placed us, and 
not from any natural tendency in finful affetions 


to unite and do good. Let wicked fouls be t 
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ken from thefe bodies, and from this worldly 
ftate, in which they can be mutually advanta- 
geous, and placed in a condition where they have 
no perfonal benefitto expect; there will be no 
friendihip, no mutual aid—no comforting expref- 
fions of benevolence. - We may learn this from 
the events of time. The union of the wicked is 
fhort. Self-intereft unites them, excites their zeal, 
their proteftations of fidelity and love; and in 
the revolution of events, felf-intereft again fepa- 
rates and fills them with enmity, even to a thirft 
of blood.— We need no other proof, how unholy 
minds are united. -The apoftle James gives us 
this idea, when he fays, From whence come wars 
and fightings among you? Come they not hence, even 
- of your lufts. Ye luft, and have not: ye kill, and 
defire to have, and cannot obtain : ye fight and war, 
yet ye have not. That the wicked can have no 
peace, in focial relations and affections, after all 
reftraint is taken off from their hearts, is eviden- 
ced by the nature of depravity. 


4thly. THe wicked are made miferable by 
their knowledge of Gop’s true character. 

Tuey may be pleafed with him, thro’ a mif- 
conception of what his character really is. ‘They 
may think him fuch an one as themfelves ; that 
he will approve the things they love; prote& 
and blefs them abundantly in all the defigns of 
their hearts, fo that through his providence they 
expect to rife higher, than they could by any 
other means.—But all thefe pleafing contempla- 
tions arife from a falfe opinion of his nature and 
will. A fight of his true character, always makes 
the wicked miferable ; for it difcovers him op- 
pofed to their whole temper, their defires, their 
actions, and the objects of their love-—Gop pre- 
{cribes one rule of right, one object of chief affec- 
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tion; the evil heart another. A dire 

tion arifes to the divine character, and every at- 
tribute of his nature is dreaded. Even his good- — 
nels is difliked, for having an object different 
from the finner’s wifhes.—His juftice and right- 
eoufnels are dreaded.—His knowledge and pow- 
er infure fuccefs to a government, conduéted on 
principles, which are difapproved by the heart.— 
His immutability makes it certain, that his goy- 
ernment and purpofes will always be the fame.— 
Thus every divine attribute is feared. The cer- 
tainty of being always under the control of anin- 
finite being, who is difliked ; the certainty of his 
difpleafure, and of perpetual difappointment, will 
fix the foul in deep defpair. This charatter of 
Gop is now fet before the unholy, both by natu- 
ral and revealed evidence. The evidence will be 
forever increafing, and the point of oppofition 
between a holy Gop and wicked creatures com- 
ing into more diftin& view ; a view glorious ee 
himn, and confounding to them. I might. 
much farther, in defcribing the mifery of fiiéked 
minds, which neceflarily arifes from the conftruc- 
tion and laws of created exiftence, as they are, at 
prefent, brought to our knowledge by experience. 


sthly. To place the matter beyond all doubt, 
Gop hath affured us there is no peace to the 
wicked; and that the connection between fin 
and mifery which now appears, fhall continue 
forever. 

He who Maia and upholds the univerfe, and 
knows his own purpoles, can neither deceive nor 
be miftaken. How prefumptuous! How un- 
founded in refpeét of probability, and how mu | 
without excufe, is the hope of the wicke 
profper in fin. The word of infinite truth fot 
bids the thing ; and when we fee all nature pre- 
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pared to fulfilthis word, and actually doing it 
every moment, the delufion appears like mad- 
nefs. The wicked in heart, may turn to their 
own experience in felf-enjoyment, and in an en- 
joymeat of the creatures ; to their own experience 
in the focial relations ; to their own knowledge 
of Gop, and find a confirmation of facred truth, 
that a fearful punifhment is prepared for all who 
difobey. There is every reafon to fuppofe, that 
as the divine government progrefles, new fources 
of forrow to the finful will be opened.—The 
{cripture plainly intimates one which I have not 
yet mentioned. By an immediate ac of divine 
power, Gop willimprefs a fenfe of his difpleaf- 
ure on the guilty. It will be @ fearful thing, to 
fall into the hands of the living Goo. 


- To all this, the wicked may object, that they 
have found fome happinefs in the principles and 
practice of fin, and therefore the preceding, ar- 
guments do not abfolutely exclude their fafety. 

Ler us attend to the kind of happinefs finners 
may now have, and why it is permitted by a holy 
Gop, for a fhort feafon. 

’ Tue greateft part of their happinels is in hope 
or expectation, and not the peace of enjoying a 
prefent good. Their expectations are contrary 
to nature, and the fulfilment of them impofible. 
Their happinels therefore, is all a delufion, and 
‘muft ceafe in the light of eternity. Gop now 
fuffers it, that the blinding, deceiving nature of 
fin in the heart may appear ; but it will not con- 
tinue in the world of retribution. 

Tue unholy do alfo &njoy worldly happinefs, 
they are fed, have animal pleafure, the waters of 
a full cup are often poured out to them, they en- 
joy finful objeéts, and fport themfelves with their 
awn deceivings. Infinite wifdom hath areafon 
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for fuffering this. If the condition of fi ners 


did not admit happinefs of this nature, the world 


would not befitted for theingathering« of CHRIST’s. 


church, as infinite wifdom defigned it fhould be. — 


‘We Haye before fhown, that in allthis, thereis no. 
enjoyment which amounts to true peace of mind. 
It is not a happinefs from moral qualities of the 
heart, delighting in excellent objects ; but folely 


from the particular ftructure of things, inthis. 
tranfitory world, and when taken from it, their _ 


quiet will ceafe. When divine longefuffering 


hath ended, other fcenes will commence, and the . 
divine prediction have a complete ee lke 


is no peace to the wicked. 


1. Tuts fubjeé teaches us, how much the word 


‘of Gop is confirmed, by the eftablithed. laws - of. 


re 


nature. In the prefent day, many either really 4 


do or affect to difbelieve the holy feriptures. 


Some {peak of them with great levity ; and many 
difobey in the moft carelefs manner, They efpe- _ 


cially try to reject the reprefentations of mifery « 
that is coming on fin. Such perlogiare ftrangely 


ton nature, . 


deluded. » Their eyes are as much fh 


“a. 


as on the word of Gon, and they do not know © 


what a-tafk they have taken on themfelves in-at- 


tempting to overturn revelation. ‘To do it, they - 


muit firft overturn nature itfelf, that is, the ef- 


‘tablifhed laws under which minds exifh, a&t, and - 


are acted upon, in the intelligent univerfe,.. Ma-.. 
ny doétrines of Gon’s word are proved by reafon _ 4 
and experience, %¥ the holy fcriptures, contain- ~ 

eda fcheme of truth, which appeared, in all re-_ 

{peéts, unfounded in nature and experience, it 
would be ahard thing to prove their certainty 5 
but this i is the cafe. Nature and Pat ence 
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_ tures teach—they fhow us the fitnefs of the moral 
law—the tendency of a virtuous temper and 
practice to produce happinefs, and of fin to pro- 
duce mifery. They teach us a connection be- 
tween fin and mifery. When we read divine 
threatenings againft fin, and then look on the 
human mind and a focial ftate, and behold a nat- 
ural preparation to fulfil thefe threatenings ; it 
muit be a great evidence of truth. Thofe, who 
feel a fixed unholinefs of heart, and a rifing op- 
pofition to the do¢trines of revelation, are hoping 
for fafety againft all probability. If they will 
firft overturn the preparation in nature to pun- 
ifh them; we will then give the fcriptures up to 
their rage. If they will makethe creatures fatisfy- 
ing tothe foul; ifthey willmakethe felfifh depravity 
of the heart confiftent with focial happinefs, and 
deftroy its tendency to mifery ; if they will con- 
vince us a fight of Gon’s true character, may 
give peace to an unholy heart, there will be fome 
room for them to contend with the fcriptures of 
Gop. Until thefe things can be done, though 
all written threatenings were deftroyed, the 
danger of mifery is not removed, nor its caufe 
in any degree taken away. 

Some great truths of revelation will not admit 
natural evidence of their certainty. Such, are 
the way and means of falvation by Jesus CurisT, 
and for evidence of their certainty, we mutt de- 
pend wholly on the revealed word. Other truths 
do admit a natural evidence from reafon and ex- 
perience ; fuch, as the conneCtion between fin 
and mifery. When we find reafon, experience 
and revelation, perfectly harmonious, concerning 
all truth which admits both kinds of evidence ; 
we may thence determine, that revelation may 
be firmly trufted, in all things which admit ne 
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other kind of evidence. A creature mutt! be mad 
indeed to reject their united teftimony. 


adly. Tue natural connection between fin and 
mifery, fhows the folly of men, in hoping fo fa: 
vorably of their ftate, while deftitute of evidence; 
that the reigning power of fin in their hearts is 
broken. 

Law and gofpel harmonize in the fame fcheme 
of holinefs. What avails a gofpel to fuch hearts 
as are oppofed to. the gofpel fpirit? If mifery 
muft be connected with fin, what avails a gofpel 
to thofe, who areas much under the power of 
fin, as they ever were? It follows, that they are 
as much under the power of mifery as they ever 
were; and have no releafe from the curfe. So 
long, as fin-reigns in the heart, the curfe will 
reign over the whole man. So long, as fin is 
fupremely loved, the penalty is in execution, tho” 
not to the extreme degree, it will be after a day 
of grace is ended. 

‘THerRz.is a clafs of perfons who believe the 
{cripture—who believe that impenitent fin will 
be punifhed—who alfo confefs they haye no rea- 
fon to think their own hearts changed; and {till 
they are in perfect fecurity. I requett fuch to 
look on their own conduét—to confider and mark 
it well, and fay ifit be not ftrange. A tational 
creature, with knowledge of his danger,‘a dan- 
ger for eternity, and yet not taking a fingle ftep 
to efcape it. Living without any anxiety, with. 
out prayer, and {pending in ufelefs amufement 
the only time, which was_ given for preparation. 
All this is done, againft the admonition of Gop 
in his word, and in full knowledge of: the mife- 
rable end to which fin is coming, and even un 
the beginning execution of the penalty, Honefach 
are all the pains and diftrefles of the finner’s life. 


—, 
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By this fecurity the folly of finis proved, beyond 
what we could fuppofe poflible if we did not 
’ fee it. me 


gdly. THosz, who fall under final punifh- 
ment will not be able to plead, that they have 
come to an unhappy end without warning. 
~ Gop hath warned them in his word, in his 
law and in his gofpel. He warns them every 
day of life. All the miferable fruits of fin in this 
world—all our pains of body and mind—all dif 
fatisfaction of the heart in its prefent worldly at- 
tainments—all the ftings of confcience—all the , 
painful feelings of finful paffion—all the mutual 
enmities and hatred of wicked mien—all the 
dread of Gon’s prefence—all thefe are warnings 
that the wages of fin is death. With what re- 
morfe and felf-condemnation mutt the mind look 
back, on its prefent blindnefs and fecurity.— 
This conviction will {top the mouth, though it 
will neither change the heart, nor remove its 
pains. May the view we have taken of the nat- 
ural connection between fin and mifery, ‘excite 
us to repentance and to feek deliverance from 
our own unholinefs.—Let us blefs Gop for a way 
of efcape opened in the gofpel, and pray for his 
_ Spirit to accompany the means of grace, and to 
draw us to the blood of Curis for cleanfing 
from all-fin. AMEN. 
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SERMON X. 


Regeneration: 


JOHN 1. 13. 


Wrrcn were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the fief, nor of the will of man, but of Goo. 


F man, by nature, be wholly depraved, and 
unlike to Gop, it is neceflary he fhould be 
changed, before his falvation and bleffednefs in 
the divine prefence is poflible. There muft be 
amoral conformity of temper for the happinefs 
of communion. The want of this conformity 
makes finful creatures oppofed to Gop’s pleaf- 
ure, repine againft his government, and feek 
their own happinefs in fuch a way as his foul ha- 
teth. This is the real cafe with men, and even 
with feeking finners before their hearts are re« 
newed. The falvation which they feek is not 
the fame falvation, which the gofpel offers, and 
the heaven they defire, is effentially different from 
the glorious life of communion enjoyed by the 
Saviour and his people. The two doétrines, of 
man’s total depravity, and the need of regenera» 


+ 
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tion for éternal life, ftand or fall together? Jue 
sus Curist exprefsly taught both of them, and 
on their truth depends the heed of his incarna- 
tion and atonement. . 

Tue dotrine of regeneration is much oppof- 
ed in‘a finful world, and among thofe who con 
fefs it, many endeavour to explain away the fpir- - 
ituality and greatnefs of the change. One rea- 
fon of their oppofition is, that the need of regen- 
eration, implies the natural and total wickednefs 
of the heart ; acharge which they are unwilling 
to own, anda condemnation to which they do ~ 
not intend tofubmit. Another reafon of oppofi- 
tion and doubt, is ignorance of their own Hearts. 
Confcience is afleep, reafon is blinded by appe- 
tite, werldly interefts and fenfual pleafures poflefs 
all their thoughts, and they very little confider 
Gon, their own character, or eternity. In thi 
ftate they feel no difeafe, and therefore no sicels 
of a change ; no guilt, and therefore no neéd of 
forgivenels ; no fenfe of moral obligation, and 
therefore no fear of Gon’s anger.——When the 
Holy Spirit comes to’ convince finners, they have — 
mew apprehenfions on thefe fubjeéts; and tho” 
conviction of fin doth not imply holinefs or a new 
heart, they are made. fenfible of a threatening 
law, and an angry Gop. Alfo, though they have 
no juft idea i the gracious exercifes and peace 
which follow regeneration, they {till fuppofe there 
mult be fome change, before they can be happy. 


We are told in the verfe before the text, that 
as many as received Cxrisr, to them gave he power’ 
to become the fons of Gon, even to them that believe on' 
bis name. hetext, which follows, defcribes thefe’ 
perfons by the change of their hearts. Which were’ 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flefb, pied 
the will of man, but of Gop. ~ This: teaches 1 
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that none but regenerated perfons, have received 
Curist and become the fons of Gon, fo as to 
receive eternal life. All others are expofed tothe 
curfe of the law and wholly unprepared for 
death. Their anxiety for falvation, if they have 
had any, their ufe of means, their. Nominal belief, 
and every other poffible attainment fhort of a 
new and holy heart, has left them in the mifera- 
ble ftate of unpardoned finners. The heart of 
man cannot be brought into conformity to Gop 
by any pains ufed, or any means fhort of a {pir- 
itual renovation. Fear and other caufes which 
may check the excels and fenfible out-breakings 
of fin, do not change the temper of the foul. 

Tue Holy Spirit is the great and immediate 
agent in renewing the heart, and without his 
work in applying, deliverance is impoflible-—~ 
Therefore Jesus Curis reprefented fin again{t 
the Holy Ghoft, as the moft dangerous of all fins. 
And it becomes thofe who think lightly of the 
Spirit’s work in redeeming men, to examine the 
fubject, left they fall under the guilt of ss are 
donable fin. I will 


|. Expiarn what kind or defcription of fins 
ners, are commonly the fubjects of a gracious ree 
generation by the Holy Spirit. . 


Il. In what pepenerition confifts. 


aie ‘Mewwion {ome holy exercifes or affec- 
tions which follow a renovation of the heart by 
the Spirit of Gop, and are evidence of the change. 


I. IT amto explain what kind or defcription 
of finners,are commonly the fubjects of a gracious 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit. 
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Dousriess it is thofe who are convinced of 
fin,and in their own apprehenfion flain by the 
law. Iam fenfible it doth not become us to limit 
the gracious power of Gop, and pofitively to fay, 
he never changed the heart of a perfon in deep 
fecurity ; but {till we have no right to think it is 
the cafe. Such an opinion is not encouraged ei- 
ther by f{cripture or experience ; alfo it is dan-. 
gerous to entertain it ; and has a tendency to 
fear the confcience and fink unholy men into 
deep ftupidity and the worft of crimes. _ 

Sinners feel no motives but fear and a love of 
themfelves, to feek religious inftrudtion, and if 
on the teftimony of others they fuppofe a change 
of their hearts to be neceflary ; ftill,if they think 
thofe who are in a {tate of fecurity to be probable. 
fubje€ts of Gop’s renewing power, they will neg- 
le& all means to obtain religious inftru¢tion or 
to difcover their own fin and guilt, 

NEITHER does there feem to bea prepdtation! 
for the exercife of grace by the renewed heart, 
which hath been previoufly infenfible of fin, of 
guilt, of enmity againft Gop and his law. —Such 
a mind would fee, neither the wonderful love, 
nor fovereign grace of Gop in fanttifying and 
forgiving, nor the bitter oppofition there was in 
the heart before its change, nor be fenfible of the 
diametrical oppofition, there is between fin and 
holinefs, in their nature, defires, and end of ac- 
tion. Curist tells us it is finners, doubtlefs 
meaning, anxious, convinced finners, whom he 
calls to repentance—that it is the fick who need the 
phyfician. ‘The apoftle fays, The law is a fchool 
mafter to bring us to Curist. That without the 
/aw men think themfelves alive, OY whole, and 
we know one ufe of the law isto convince of fin’ 
in heart and life,and make us “ concerned for 
deliverance. 


- 
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THEREFORE, we have no reafon to expect 
that fecure finners, who give themfelves no 
trouble about fin, efcaping it, and the falvation 
of their fouls, will be renewed by the Spirit of 
Gop while they are in this ftate—Should it hap- 
pen it would bea ftrange thing, and the fubfer- 
viency of one patt of perfonal experience to a- 
nother, would be loft. Nor have we reafon to 
expect any will be changed, who are infenfible 
of a finful heart, as appears to be the cafe with 
many, who will yet allow they have committed 
vifible tranfgreflions.—Such fecure perfons are 
eminently in the broad road to ruin. ‘They are 
not earneftly attempting any thing for their own 
falvation ; nor is there any intimation that Gop 
ever defigns to fave them. If we faw them 
awakened by his aétion on their confciences, 
though their hearts are enmity again{ft him we 
might hope, that by his mighty power their hearts 
would yet be changed, and that he is preparing 
the way for a rich difplay of his power ; as, 
he who awakens can alfo renew. The fecurity 
of fuch perfons chills our hope for them.—They 
are blind, and know it not; in peril, and fear it 
not; and Gop is leaving them in ignorance of 
their difeafe and death. ‘This deep fecurity con- 
cerning perfonal falvation, and this ignorance of 
a heart naturally eftranged from Gop, are 
moft dark omens concerning the perfons, places 
and times in which they happen; for when the 
Spirit of Gop in his convincing and fanctifying 
operations is withdrawn, the doétrines and infti- 
tutions of the gofpel will haveno faving effect. 
Terr cannot be religion without feeling, 
deep feeling, and fuch feeling as makes every 
thing in this world appear fmall in comparifon 
with our eternal well-being. Therefore CHRIST 
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direéts us to watch and pray, to ftrive and ago- 
nize that we may enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Thofe perfons are building on a fandy 
foundation, who fuppofe, if they keep themfelves 
free from vifible crimes, and live what is com- 
monly called a moral life, their flate is fafe e- 
nough, without any anxiety concerning another 
world. It is true that all who have the gofpel 
morality are fafe, for this is the fame as evangel- 
ical holinefs, and includes, faith, repentance, a 
love of Gop, mourning for fin, felf-denial and 
_ watching again{t the motions of fin, much exam- 
ination of the heart and prayer to Gop for his 
afliftance. If this be meant by a moral life, it is 
through the grace of Gop connected with falva- 
tion. Every thing fhort of this may be found in 
thofe, who have not been taught their own mif- 
erable ftate ; and though men cannot accufe them 
of crimes, they are in a fecure ignorance of Gop, 
their own ftate, and eternity. Neither is there 
any profpect, of their ever becoming the fubjetts _ 
of a gracious regeneration, until they are in a- 
nother manner convinced of fin and mifery, and 
the danger of enduring the wrath to come. An 
effectual conviction, of thefe truths, will make 
people ferious and temperate, and it is eafy to 
difcover the deep inquiry of their minds, What 
Jhall we do to be faved. ars Oe 

In the conviction of fin, which ufually precedes 
a gracious change of heart, the finner is made 
deeply fenfible of the following things. | : 

Gon’s difpleafure againft fin of every kind, 
both of heart and life, of omiffion and commif- 
fion, and that his anger refts on thofe who are 
not forgiven ; fo, that it is ftrange they are not 
confumed by his punifhment, ‘The reality of the 
divine law, and its penalty, together with the 
certain danger of fin ; and under a fenfe of this 
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danger, he is furprized at his paft life of fecurity, 
and wonders how he made himfelf eafy, when fo 
often told of his expofed ftate. 

He fees a life full of fins, of which he former- 
ly had no fufpicion. ‘The fecurity for which he 
ufed to juftify himfelf—his contemptuous neg- 
le&t of Gop—his prayerlels life—his injurious 
reflections on thofe who were anxious for falva- 
tion—his mifimprovement of time—his profaning 
the holy fabbath and neglect of Gop’s word, are 
now a heavy burden on his con{cience. 

He is alfo led to look within, and find an in- 
ward fountain of tranfgreflion. Sinfulnefs of 
heart, before this, was a hearfay thing to him; 
but now he finds, a heart that is hard, and a will 
unbroken. He fees thofe inward lufts, which 

like a fountain flow forth in ftreams of tranfgref- 
fion. When crouded by the terrors of the law, 
he finds enmity againft the commandment and 
Gop who gave it, and though he dare not con- 
temptuoufly avow fuch feelings, a confcioufnefs 
of them, convinces him of the depravity of his 
heart. A rational conviction of the fin in his 
heart, of divine juftice, and the certain penalty of 
the law, aflure him that his ftate is deplorable. 
He now feels a truth which was never realized 
by him before, which is, that he fhall remain a 
finner, miferable, and under the curfe of the law, 
if Gop doth not deliver him by his own mighty 
power. Once he fuppofed it was an eafy thing 
to become religious indeed, fo as to attain a con- 
fcioufnefs of pardon; now, it appears to him a 
thing impoffible without help from Gop, which 
he has no right to claim. He finds an oppofing 
will and hard heart, to be the unmanageable en- 
emies of his falvation, which none but Gop can 
remove, and thus defpairs in himfelf. ‘This de- 
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fpair in himfelf takes place, before he has any de. 
light in the truth. 

Ir is ufual for Gop, to produce this convigtion 
of fin, and felf-defpair, before he gracioufly chan- 
ges the heart. There is a fitnels the creature 
fhould know his own {piritual impotency and 
guilt in the divine fight, before he receives mercy. 


Bur though I have urged the need of thefe 
convictions, 1 in order to fhow fecure men, there 
is no probability of their receiving divine grace, 
in the prefent condition of their minds; it is 
proper for me to caution all, againft expecting 
their inquiries, convictions and duties will renew 
their hearts. 

True holinefs, flowing out in the cnet af 
faith and repentance, is a fruit of renewing pow- 
er—a fruit of the fpirit’s fanétifying operation in 
the heart. On the one hand, it is dangerous to_ 
deny the need and ufe of thefe convictions ; fo, 
on the other, it is a danger ous error to fuppofe 
the inquiring, convinced finner is gradually be- 
coming holy, and in a flow manner acquiring a 

moral conformity to Gop; or that his reigning 
temper, is mot as fixedly oppofed to holinefs as 
it ever was in any périod of his life. “It is true, 
that the out-breakings of a finful heart; spe not 
be fo vifible to mankind ; but gee is it fo? Only~ 
through the reftraint Df fear. In this cafe, the 
finner himfelf, when convinced, will allow his 
heart to be growing in hardnefs. “Itis alfo true, 
that his cafe appears more hopeful to all pious 
beholders, who are acquainted with Gon’s ufual 
manner of recovering finners, but why is it more 
hopeful? Not becaufe his terrors, convictions, 
and efforts for deliverance make him more 
thy of mercy ; for in all thefe efforts, he has 
moved by unholy motives. Not becaufe | he 
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‘things have begot a fmall particle of holinefs, or 
made one begin to grow which was natural in- 
theheart. They have not begotten a {mall pars 
ticle of holinefs ; nor is there any one natural ii 
the fallen heart. Grace or holinefs, when be- 

_ gotten in the heart by the fpirit of Gon, is a thing 
entirely new; a thing of which there was no de 
gree, or to which there was any likenefs, before 
a divine renovation. ‘The fuperior hopefulnefs 
of the finner’s fituation, arifes entirely, from the 

tendency of inquiry and conviction to bring 
the mind into fuch a ftate, as Gop choofes guilty 
creatures fhould feel themielves to bein, before he 
in fovereignty grants renewing grace. He reno» 
vates, of his own. good pleafure, and acts by mo» 

' tives drawn from within himfelf, and from the 

nature of his government. 


Tue purpofe of infinite wifdom, in the pro- 
refs of this work, is to teach the guilty creature 
heis a finner, which he never feelingly appre- 
hended before ; to fhow him his impotency, that 
he has a heart guilty, oppofed to Gop, and 
which he cannot change. ‘That the impoflibility 
of changing his own heart arifes from the ftub- 
bornnefs of his will, or the excefs of fin that is 
in him; and alfo to prepare him for the exercife 
‘of holy affe&tions, when Gopis pleafed to give 
them. ee 


-Wuen public teachers or private chriftians, 
are called to inftruét anxious fouls, it is a matter 
of great importancé, to teach them the danger of 
relapfing into fecurity, by which their delive- 
rance, will be rendered improbable ; alfo, to af- 
fure them there is no holinefs and compliance 
with the gofpel, and that they are not becoming 
more worthy of forgivenefs by any thing done 
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bnicompiance with their fears, and folely to ef- 
cape from danger. An _ endeavor, either 
quench thefe convictions, or to make any believe 
they effentially alter the moral ftate of the heart, 
is, in the ftriking language of the prophet, daub- 
ing the wall with untempered mortar, and few- 
ing pillows under the arms, to give fecurity 
where confcience ought to be kept awake. 

Our text is very explicit inafcribing a gracious 
change of heart to the direct and immediate 
ower of Gop——which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flefb, nor of the will of man, but of 
Gop. This facred defcription not only excludes 
means, as having ary efficiency of any kind, in 
changing the heart ; but alfo goes much fur. 
ther, and affures us that the change is not accor- 
ding to the finner’s own will, that is, he doth not 
defire fuch a change as this is. The terrors of a 
miferable end, which have been thrown in his 
way by the providence and Spirit of ‘Gop, have 
made him wifh for fome change, for fome efcape- 
from mifery, fome deliverance from the pains of 
a wounded con{cience ; he is alfo convinced that 
whatever the change be, Gop muft be the au- 
thor ; but all his pains and fears have not brought 
him to will or choofe fuch a change as the gofpel 
regeneration is, therefore it is mot according to the 
‘will of man. ‘And it is doubtlefs true, when Gon 
renews an unholy foul, which hath been atking 
much of him, the particular favor granted is an 
unfought one, and granted by fovereign BFP 


Il. Iam to defcribe in what regeneration con- 
fifts. 

In defcribing this change, the word of Gop 
makes ufe of the higheft expreffions, denotin 
both the fpecial power and aétion of Gap, and 
the newnefs of the thing en ‘It is not the 
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modification of any moral principle, which previ- 
oufly exifted inthe mind, but the productionof one 
that is new. It is called a renewing by the fpirit » 
—being born of incorruptible feed—born of the 
will of Gop—a new birth——a new creation—old 
things pafling away, and all things becoming new 
—a new heart, with a multitude of other expref- 
fions, the ftrongeft poffible, denoting the imme- 
diate agency of Gop in the production of a new 
moral principle, or a new heart. 

Tue heart or the will and affections are the 
feat of this change; therefore, the increafe of doce 
trinal or fpeculative knowledge, be the degree 
ever fo great, hath no tendency to regenerate a 
perfon, Doétrinal light hath its feat in the un- 
_ derftanding, and it is contrary to all experience, 
that more knowledge of an objeét, to which the 
heart or will is for its very nature oppofed, will 
change the oppofition into-love. We may know 
this from the objects of love and hatred, which 
daily occur in the experience of life. Ifthe tafte 
of mind be oppofed to the very nature of an ob- 
ject, the more the object is feen, the more an op- 
pofing tafte will exert itfelf—The divine ac- 
tion in regenerating an unholy foul is, therefore, 
on the heart, or the will and affections. 

Wuar we call a new moral principle, may al- 
fo be called a new tafte, relifh, temper, difpofition, 
or habit of feeling refpecting moral objects and 
truth. Words are not effential ifideas be accord- 
ingtotruth. In the holy fcriptures, the words 
heart and will, mean the fame power or faculty in 
the mind, and it is that faculty in which holiaefs 
exifts, and on whieh Gop aéts in renewing fin- 
ners, 

THe manner of divine ating in this inftance of 
creation, is as much above our conception as it 
was in the creation of the worlds. It is only the 
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effects of his action, which are fenfible. to 
perfon who hath experienced it. He find 
himfelfa new principle of moral love—a m 
relifh or tafte—a new temper—new feelings to-, 
wards moral objects. He hath not done it him-_ 
felf. Though through fear of punifhment he | 
wifhed a change, he finds this to be another kind 
of change from what he wifhed, and infinitely 
more excellent. He feels, that it is above the | 
power of means or any thing he hath done, to. 
make fuch an aljeration in his heart.—That itisa . 
great change and worthy of Gop to make—that 
his moral feelings are indeed becomenew. ‘The 
objects and the fins he once loved are now his 
averfion, and Gop himfelf, truth and duty, in 
which he had no pleafure, are become agreeable 
- to his heart. This change of moral principle or 
tafte; is that renewing by the fpirit, of new birth 
which our Saviour declares to be neceflary ae 
feeing the kingdom of heaven, and of which he 
fays, The wind bloweth where it lifteth, and thoy 
beareft the found thereof, but canft not tell whence it. 
cometh, and whither it goeth ; fo is every ene that is 
barn of the fpirit. ‘Vhat is, the manner of divine 
acting is unknown, the moment of divine acting 
is unperceived, the creature is paflive in_his 
change ; but by the effects of the change, after 
he hath had opportunity for deliberate felf-atten- - 
tion, he knows it hath happened, All the dif- 
pute, which fome have raifed concerning the di- _ 
ret agency of Gop, and a kind of regeneration _ 
partially effected by the creature’s previous en- _ 
deavours to become right, will ceafe in thofe, 
who have became real fubjects of the change. . 
Feeling what it is by its effects, and comparing 
them with what they were before, as eff tually 
convinees them of an Almighty moral creator; 
as a confcioufnels of their own exiltence, and the 


— 
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furrounding creation doth of the natural crea. 
tor. se 
REGENERATION is that change from which 
holy exercifes proceed, and is therefore the be- 
ginning of fpiritual life in the foul, It is the be- 
ginning of that moral conformity to Gop, which 
is the true preparation for heaven and its bleffede 
nefs. Though many, who have never experiene 
céd regeneration, think they wifh for heaven; 
the real object of their wifh is an ideal heaven, 
which never exifted, and is effentially different 
from that holy ftate and place, which Gop will 
forever fill with his glory. 
Tuere will always be a {trong temptation, with 
unholy minds,to deny the need of this change; 
and fuch a denial, in moft cafes, is the firft itep 
towards infidelity. ‘There is a greater and more 
prefent temptation, to deny the need of an effica- 
cious work of Gon’s fpirit renewing the heart, 
than there is to queftion the need of Curist’s 
atonement, ‘This doétrine of a new heart, more 
dize€tly brings home the charge of depravity and 
the neceffity of our immediate departure from all 
fin, to efcape the punifhment of Gop ; which be- 
comes a prefent and a {trong temptation to deny 
the need ofa change. A willingnefs to efcape 
_ mifery is common to men both good and bad 3 
but it is only the fanétified, who are willing to 
leave fin ; and though the effectual means of dee 
liverance are purchafed, it is natural to refiftand 
deny the.need of their operation. To guard our, 
felves againft fuch fatal refiftance, we ought to 
remember the words of Curist, which accord 
with the whole tenor of {cripture, Verily, verily, f 
Jay unto thee, except a man be born of water and the 
ipirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of Gop, 


= 


od 


170 Regeneration, Serm. X, 

_ IIL. I staxy next mention fome holy exercifes 
or affections, which follow a renewing of th . 
heart by the fpirit of Gop, and are evidence of 
the change. 
_ Ir is of infinite importance that we judge right 
of the ftate of our own hearts. Confidering the 
great confequences that depend, the bare poffi- 
bility of a miftake fhould make us examine; but 
in this matter, there is more than a bare poffibil- 
ity. The word of Gop tells us that many thalk 
be deceived. ‘There is great difficulty in knows 
ing the heart, not becaufe the nature of holinefs 
is uncertain or badly defined, in the feriptures ; 
but from the deceitfulnefs of the heart itfelf. 
There are powerful temptations, to make us think 
our flate good when it is really bad; and we have 
reafon to fear multitudes will be deceived, and 
go with clofed eyes into the eternal world. To 
prevent this, we fhould acquaint ourfelves with 
the nature of thofe holy affections, which evidence 
a change. hata 

Gop is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
in Gop—He that loveth is born of Gop—Love is of 
Gop, and every one that loveth is born of Gop, and 
knoweth Gop. Love, is the moft appropriate as 
well as comprehenfive name of gracious affec- 
tions, which is ufed in the holy fcriptures. ~ Holy 
exercifes are a conformity to the law, which faith, 
thou fhalt love Gop with all thy beart, and thy 
neighbour as thyfelf. Every one who is born of 
Gop loves the divine character, as exhibited in 
his works and word, and wifhes well to his be- 
ing, bleflednefs and government. He is more 
_ pleafed that Gop is blefled and glorious, than 
with any perfonal advantage-—He choofes that 
every thing fhould be fubordinate to the divine 
will and the exaltment of Gop, and when he be- 


gins to pray, forgets himfelf until he hath faid, 
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Father glorify thyfelf- Although an unholy man 
may think he loves Gop, his love, whatever it be, 
on examination is found to terminate in himfelf ; 
and he loves JEHovau, only becaufe he is his own 
acknowledged Gon, haskept and done him much 
good, and will blefs and fave him in time to come. 
The love of a new heart, feels the perfection and 
excellence of Gop to deferve praile, exaltment, 
adoration and the moft perfeét obedience. He 
knows it is reafon enough'for a whole univerfe of 
creatures to exift eternally, that fuch a Lord may 
be thereby glorified, and blefs himfelfin the fulfil- 
ment of his will. He finksin his owa apprehen- 
fion, into lefs than nothing and vanity, and the 
higheft velue of his own exiftence, appears to 
him, to arife from his fubfervience to the divine 
purpofes. . 
He loves the providence of Gop, becaufe it is 
the providence of eternal right and wifdom. A 
finful love of Gop is fitted only for days of per- 
fonal profperity.. While this continues, it can 
cry hofanna tothe Son of David; but when it 
ceafes, crucify him, crucify him. A holy love is 
not afraid of an adverfe providence—can fuffer 
and praife—can be humbled and adore—can 
_ feelthe rod and kifs the fmiting hand, and fay, 
thefe painful ftrokes are one reafon why Gop 
ought to reign in abfolute fovereignty. If it 
will glorify Gop, if it will advance the majefty 
and goodnefs of his government, let him lay me 
wafte, lethim {mite and flay me. Icannot pray, 
I cannot even with the rod thould ceafe, fo long as 
Gop is glorified and the interefts of his holy 
kingdom are promoted by the continuance. 


Bexoven let us love one another : for love is of 
Gop, and every one that loveth is born of Gop. The 
renovated perfon loves his brother and neigh- 
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bour as himfelf. / And cannot the unholy finner 
love his neighbour ? Doubtlefs he can; but only 
fofar as his neighbour’s good conduces to his 
- own. Itis alove of himfelf a@ting through the 
profperity of his neighbour, and: it grows no lon- 
ger than fome perfonal advantage is the root of 
nourifhment. From this root, grow many of the 
neighbourly and civil alliances ‘and amities of the 
world. It may ferve, in thislife of trial, to make a 
midway ftate, between 4 heaven of glory and the 
place of perfect torment. Gop admits no fuch 
felfith alliances as the bafis of heavenly peace. 
The born of Gop can love a brother without re- 
gard to perfonal advancement, A brother’s hap: 
pinets is, in its nature, fo valuable an object, there 
is no need of felfifh inducements to love and feek 
it. The holy foul, placed in a fituation to de: 
rive no advantage, except it be the happinefs of 
acting rationally and doing good, beholds and 
feeks the happinefs of others with moft ardent de- 
fire. This benevolent love of men is an exercife 
_ peculiar to the new heart. 

.Wuoever is born of Gop repents of fin. 
There is a felf. loathing on account of paft fins, 
and our liablenefs to a future relapfe: _ This 
loathing doth not arife from a fear of punifh- 
ment, for if there were none, fin would not be 
lefs loathed by the holy foul. The.tendeney of 
fin to injure the rights and diminith the happi+ 
nefs of jocial being, is reafon enough why it 
fhould be loathed; though we are perfonally pla- 
ced in fafery from its confequences. The peni- 
tent, doth not loathe fin lefs, for having been 
the finner who committed it, or feel any defire 
for felf-juftification. How deep this mourning 
and {orrow becomes, in view of the excellent 
glory of Gon, and the i abate done = ——_ can 

1" 
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be conceived only by thofe, who have felt) it un- 
der the fanctifying aétion of the bleffed Spirit. 


Tuosr who are born of Gop can fay—O how 
I love thy law, it is daily my delight—on thy precepts 
do I meditate day and night. ‘The law-ot perfect 
holineis is an’ image of Gop. We cannot do 
without it, either as arule of duty, or as the moft 
direct means of teaching usthe infinite and glori« 
ous rectitude of GopHEap. That command- 
ment, from which finners turn with averfion, 
both on account of its holy requirements and its 
penalties, is the portion of the godly; and by : 
' jooking on this image of their heavenly Father 
they daily grow in conformity to him:i—Give 
them the written law for inftruétion, and the 
privilege of prayer as a means of communion 
with their Gon, and they are ready to fay, 1 am 
as rich as I can be on this fide heaven. 

Bur how fhall words defcribe that glory of 
Gop in the face of Jesus Curisr and in his gof- 
pel, which is feen by new-born fouls, and by no 
others. The glory of the gofpel is hid to thofe , 
who are loft, who were never renewed by the 
Spirit. They fee noexcellence in its moral na- 
ture and tendency ; and the beft they, can con- 
fider it, is, as undefirable means of faving men 
from a more undefirable end. A regenerated 
__ heart perceives a fountain of glory in the gofpel 
_ which was before unpercfived—a difplay of 

moral perfection in Gop—-his glory in the face 
of Jesus Curist—the holy nature of his gov- 
ernment and kingdom—and the higheft benevo- 
~Jence in communion between the unfearchable 
Jenovan and his holy creation. The method, 
in which the gofpel delivers from fin and mifery, 
adds bleffednefs to heaven, by fuch a difcovery of 
Gop to created minds, as could never have. been 
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without it. After renovation, the moral. glory 
of the gofpel, of its author, and of the whole plan’ 
of grace, breaks in on the mind, in fuch fuccef: 
fion, as its parts can be viewed by a finite under- 
ftanding. The foulis drawn to Gop, in this new 
way of approach, by the irrefiftible cords of love. 
There is no paufe, to deliberate whether it is beft 
to receive or reject fuch a Gop. ‘There is no 
longer a deliberation between going and ftaying. 
The voice of the heart is, let me go if I may. The 
torments of eternity, prepared for rejecting fin- 
ners, are at fuch a moment forgotten, and are not 
the motive for choofing Gop. A fenfe of guilt 
and unworthinefs is the only impediment, and 
though this be great, it does not prevail—Drawn 
by divine glory the humble penitent approaches, 
thinking, perhaps he may be accepted; and if 
punifhing juftice fhould meet and repel him, ftill, 
if he may continue to behold this Gop and Re: 
deemer, it will be a fupport under any poffible 
pain. Thus the foul is united to Gop through 
Jesus CuristT. 
' Tus firm and delightful approbation of the 
Mediator, his character, the whole plan of grace, 
and the moft humbling doétrines of the gofpel, is 
ene principal evidence ofa changed heart. =” 
Ir is to holinefs finful men are oppofed, It is 
holinefs, which Gop means to difplay and pro- 
mote by the gofpel. Sinners will be pleafed with 
the doctrines of divine grace, fo long as they can’ 
underftand them, in accommodation to their own 
evil difpofition—Approving gofpel doétrines is 
no evidence of a good heart, unlefs thefe doc- 
trines are underftood, as a difpenfation; from firft. 
to laft, prometing holinefs of heart and life. It_ 
is the holinefs of the gofpel which a Lit tae 


loves. 
reetry ae os 
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PatiENcE; humility, meeknefs of fpirit, felf 
denial for the glory of Gop, perfeverance in good 
works fincerely praétifed, and an obfervance of 
pofitive religious inftitutions, fo far as they are 
known to be fuch, are alfo contained in the evi- 
dence of being born of Gop. 

From what hath been faid on this fubje& we 
may infer, the unhappy ftate of fundry defcrips 
tions of perfons, which in collection amount to a 
very great number, 


1ft,- Or thofe who have never been brought to 
feel their unholy and guilty hearts. The human 
mind may go on long ina doétrinal belief of our 
original depravity, and {till be wholly without 
juft apprehenfions of its own fin ; never be flain 
by the law; never difcover the true nature, and 
reigning power, of that finful tafte which fills 
the heart ; never difcover a real oppofition to 
the character of Gop and the nature of holi- 
nefs ; never be brought feelingly to cry, on any 
principles whatever, help Lord or I perifh, Ed. 
ucation firft fixed a doétrinal belief, and life hath 
goneon inaffenting tothetruth, withoutany feeling 
of the evil within. The fecurity of life prevents 
examination. Such perfons, from motives of 
this world, may be regular in their manners and 
in a vifible attendance on many religious inftitu- 
tions. They are friends to every thing in reli- 
gion but the experimental and evangelical part of 
it in the heart.—Having never feen their own un- 
holy, guilty want of a fupreme loye of Gop, they 
depend for eternal fafety, on their vifible regu- 
larity and the general mercy of Gop through a 
Saviour, There is no evidence that fuch per- 
fons have been born of the Spirit, or that dying 
in their prefent ftate, they can efcape the wrath 
to come, 


4 
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ad. Tus fubject fhows the error of all wha 
deny a change of heart to be neceflary for falvas 
tion, Se ee 
. Tuese perfons cut themfelves off from eternal 
life —They deny the appropriate office-work of 
the Holy Spirit, in the falyation of men; which, 
is refifting him in a high manner. However 
firmly they may think the death of Crrist to 
be neceflary, they prevent their own benefit from 
it by rejecting the application; for they will 
never reafon themfelves into that true holinefs, 
which is neceflary for feeing Gop. Indeed, it is ' 
an oppofition to holinefs, which is their tempta~ 
tion to deny the need of a change ; and the denial . 
proves that finners do not defire fuch a heaven 
as CurisT died to purchafe. If they did truly 
choofe it, the need and offer of renovating aid, 
wouldin{tantly appear to be a defirable truth, 
Let all, who deny, think well on this point. Let 
them examine, and compare their own hearts 


| with the nature of gofpel holinefs. If this be 


ferioufly done, they muft be convinced, there is 
an oppofition in the heart which divine power 
only can remove, ] : 


3dly. Tose, who think that an alteration of 
thé external circumftances under which the mind 
acts, will caufe a fufficient change of heart for e- 
ternal life, are in a dangerous error. ‘They never 
will find a change of external circumftances and 
fituation, fufficient to change the moral princi- 
ples or relifh of the mind. Men are not finners, 
becaufe the circumftances of their exiftence, in 
this world, are a rational inducement to fin; for 
itis always contrary. Being in the body, and 
furrounded with fuch objeéts.and events, as are 
commonly called temptations, isnot the caufe of a 
finful heart. Thefe, may be means of driving 4 
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heart, which was before finful, into more vifible 
exercife ; yet are not the caufe of fin. Sin hath 
a deeper origin than the external circumftances 
under which the mind aéts, and is in the heart 
itfelf. It is an original and governing wrong 
temper, which change of circumftances may va- 
rioufly difcover, but never eradicate. Therefore, 
death and a removal from the tempting objects 
of the world, will have no tendency to fit us for 
heaven. The foul, when ftripped of its body and 
removed from this world, will ftill retain the 
moral chara€ter or relifh with which it departed ; 
nor will the objects of another world have a 
power to change the temper. If the departing 
foul diflikes Gop and holinefs, a clearer fight of 
‘him, will produce the moft enraged enmity. 
The circumftances of this worldly exiftence are, 
therefore, fo far from being the caufe; that 
it is probable they are principal means, of pre- 
venting the excefs of fin and torment, which 
revelation teaches us will overtake the departed 
impenitent. With what alarm ought all unre- 
newed minds to think of going into another 
world! They will meet a difpleafed Gop, who 
out of CurisT is a confuming fire to finners ; 
and go to a place, where there are no objects of 
enjoyment fuited to the relifh of their minds. 
They will be felfith and proud without opportu- 
nity of gratifying the paffion, which through dif- 
appointment mutt increafe to all the rage of en- 
mity. An utter defpair, either of deliverance or 
change, will make the mifery dreadful. Thefe 
folemn confiderations, fhow the importance of 
teaching the doétrine of Jesus Curist, Verily, 
werily, I fay unto thee, except a man be born of waters 
and of the fpirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. AMEN, 
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Receiving CurisT by faith. 


JOHN 1. Il. 


Bur as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the fons of Gop, even to them that be- 
lieve on bis name. 


HO become the fons of Gon in the gofpel 
meaning, is to poffefs and be entitled to all 
that a wife mind can defire. Among all the 
defcriptions, which Gop ufes to exprefs the near 
relation between him and his people; that, of 
his being their father, and they his fons, is moft 
expreflive of an endearing union, and the great 
benefits which they derive from it. Between a 
father and his fon there is a mutual love, and the 
father’s honor is the happinefs of the child. The 
fonis the heir. The apoftle faith, of shildren then 
heirs, heirs of Gov, and joint heirs with Cxerst. 
_ Tuo’ the fovereignty and property of all 
things, can in no fenfe depart from Gop, and 
the chriftian will forever feel a ftate of moft per- 
fect dependance, rejoicing that he is thus, and 
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that Gop is all in all; ftill he is gracioufly ad- 
mitted to be heir of all things, even the whole 
fulnefg of Gop, in the higheit fenfe that the na- 
ture of things permits. He hath the promife of 
the life that now ts, and of that which is to come. 
All things here, even afflictions, fhall turn more 
to his good, than he could poffikly order, if the 
government of the world, were in the moft abfo- 
Jute fenfe, under his own direétion. The ful- 
nefs of Gon and of his works, is the good man’s 
portion.—Being qualified by holinefs of heart, 

he will perfectly enjoy the eternal difplays of 
Godhead, and feel the greateft delight, which his 
finite capacity admits, in beholding every divine 
perfection, and the opening fcheme of infinite 
love. 

Tus, is being an heir of Gop in the higheit, 
the moft glorious and defirable fenfe we can con« 
ceive; and this, is the portion of the fons of 
Gop. To the unholy and unbelieving, we 
know this muft be a defcription which founds 
great, {till without any meaning which they ap- 
prehend. Placed under the light “of the gofpel, 
they have often heard it; and perhaps, have 
fometimes fearched the fcriptutes to find more 
perfectly what this portion is. : They will remain 
in ignorance of it, until their hearts are made 
right towards Gop; fo that they may fee the 
moral glory of the diyine character and govern- 
ment. Thofe who have become the fons of Gop 
by receiving Jesus Curisr, having tafted this 
happinefs, know it to be real, moft excellent in 
its nature, and moft full and durable ; becaufe it 
arifes from knowing an infinite and eternal Gop. 
From the foretafte, they feel affured that the 
perfection is fulnefs of blifs, and heaven 
moft glorious ftate. A right to this is deri 
through Gop’s gracious promife, by receiv 
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CuristT.—To as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the fons of Gon. 

By a power to become the fons of Gon, is 
meant a title to all the privileges of a juftified 
{tate, the pardon of fin, freedom from the pen- 
alty of the law, and a right through the promife 
of fovereign grace, to an eternal life of holinefs 
and peace, in the enjoyment of Gop himfelf. 

Recervinc CurisT, means a faving faith, 
which, in the text, is alfo called believing on his 
name, ‘The fcriptures reprefent our justification 
to be granted through faith in Curist, on which 
account, this holy exercife ofthe heart, is emi- 
nently diftinguifhed by the facred writers, as an 
_ important one, in the manner of our falvation 
by free grace ; and with thofe who fincerely ex- 
amine their own ftate, it becomes a frequent in- 
quiry whether they have a true faith.  * 

THoucu it becomes us to encourage fuch in. 
quiry, it ought alfo to be underftood, that faith 
is not in its nature more excellent than other 
chriftian graces 5 nor is a knowledge of our own 
faith any better evidence of final falvation, than 
the fame knowledge of other holy exercifes ; for 
where there is faith, there is love, repentance, 
and fubmiffion. One of thefe graces certainly 
implies the other; and fuppofing the exiftence 
of one, and abfolute non-exiftence of another, 
implies an impoflible and contradi€tory charaéter. 
The work of Gop, which is efficacious to falva- 
tion, is begun by his own power giving a new 
heart; and holy exercifes will fucceed. So far 
as the fountain is made {weet, all the ftreams will’ 
be purified. In defcribing a chriftian character, 
the word of Gop joins faith with love, repent- 
ance and a holy practice. Whatever our faith 
may be, if we have not alfo a fenfible love of 
Gop, and mourning for fin, there is great reafon 
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to fufpeét the holy fincerity of our hearts. © This 
will appear by a further defcription of the natuge 
of faving faith. 


ift. Farris is an exercife of a renewed heart. 
In the facred defcription, it is joined with other 
graces and fruits of the fpirit. The text defcribes 
faith and its benefits; and the fucceeding verfe 
tells us, it is found in thofe, who are born not of 
the fiefo, nor of the will of man, but of Gop. Whiat- 
ever kind of faith an unrenewed perfon may pof- 
fefs, it hath no holinefs and cannot plead the 
promife of free grace, forgivenefs and eternal life. 
Until the foul is born of Gop, there can be no 
union of the will and affections to the Redeemer. 
if unrenewed perfons attempt to go to CuristT, 
and to receive him, there is no union of their 
hearts to him and his kingdom ; and in the want 
of this, confifts the infincerity. of the attempt. 
Therefore there can be no faving faith, without 
a change, not of the fle/h, nor of the will of i man, but 
of Gop ; which will alfo appear by a further de- 
feription what faith is. 
ad. FarrH is receiving CHRIST. a 
Tus is the defcription in the text, init it is 
alfo called, believing on his name. ‘This receiv- 
ing muft mean a faving faith, becaufe it gives a 
power to become the fons of “Gon. - The words 
faith and belief, are fometimes ufed, for a percep- 
tion of the underftanding, or credit yielded to 
certain faéts or truths, fupported by hiftorical 
and natural evidence. Inthis fenfe, they do not 
imply a holy ftate of the foul. Sinful minds may 
credit gofpel truth, and ffill be oppofed to it: 
"The devils believe and tremble; ; they believe and 
hate the truth, which aii cannot a ~ Thus 
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finful men may give credit to the holy fcriptures, 
and to the gofpel of falvation by Curist ; and 
at the fame time, have hearts oppofed to the terms 
of falvation, and to the holy charaéter and doc- 
trines of the Redeemer. ‘This faith or belief can- 
not be faving, and is not that receiving of CurisT 
to which a promife is given. Religion, is re- 
ceiving iruth in the love of it. With the heart man 
believeth unto righteoufne/s. Evangelical faith is 
one which works by love. It purifies the heart, and ' 
muft therefore imply a conformity to Curist’s 
character ; a choice of him as a Saviour, and of 
fuch falvation as he offers; anda preference, in 
every particular, to the manner of deliverance, 
which is propofed inthe gofpel. This receiving 
of Crist forms a voluntary union with him and 
his kingdom. 


_ Farru, may properly be called, the firft a& 
of the foul, which covenants with Gop and 
Curist. Salvation is offered by Gop, ina coy- 
enant way through his Son. Faith, is that choice 
of the will, which receives the gofpel, in con- 
templation of its author, his mediatorial offices, 
his perfonal glories and fufficiency ; and which 
receives Gop, glorioufly reconciled through him, 
In an unrenewed ftate, men may fee their dan- 
ger, and with an efcape from it ; they may think 
of the gofpel as a favorable inftitution, and trem- 
ble at the thought of loofing it; but they trem- 
ble only becaufe perfonal danger follows. They 
_ remain unbelieving, through a difrelifh of the ho- 
linefs there is in Curist and the fcheme of 
grace, The felfifh may tremble. They often do 
this, and think they are willing to have Cuaist 
and try to exercife faith ; but he cannot be found 
by them, in his faving offices, until they love 
him for what he is, choofe him for his preciouf. 
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nefs, and choofe his gofpel for its fitnefs to honor 
Gop. ° . we 


Need 


the power of Gop, 


Tue firft exercife of a faving faith, is not al- 
ways known to be fuch, by thofe who have it: 
It is moft common, for a peaceful hope to be 
gradually formed in the mind, by mature teflec- 


tion on its own exercifes, and a growing acquaint. 
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ance with the life of evangelical holinefs. All 
the doétrinal knowledge, which can be attained 
by an unfanctified perfon, will not give hima 
true apprehenfion of gracious feelings. The ap« 
prehenfions of fpeculation, will forever be dif. 
ferent from thofe of experience ; nor can fpirit- 
ual blindnefs be removed by rational inquiry, or 
by any means of informing the mind. The finner, 
in previous fpeculation, may fuppofe the change 
to be great and wonderful, and it is great beyond 
his expectation ; but the greatnefs and wonder 
is of a kind he had not conceived. The feelings 
of the heart are {weet and placid—joy unfpeaka- 
ble and full of glory—a joy in Gop—a fight of 
glory, folemnizing but {weet, full of majefty but 
- divefted of pomp and glare. It is the glory of 
infinite love, and the fight of it is transforming, 
Changing the foul into the fame image, from glory to 
glory, even as by the fpirit of the Lord. 


_3dly. A rairH which is faving gives new evi- 
dence of the reality of things invifible ; of divine 
glory ; of the divine government, its excellence 
and ftability ; of all gofpel truth and the rewards 
of another world, 

An unholy mind never can have that ftrong 
and fure belief of thefe things, which is felt by 
the people of Gop. Therefore, a faving faith is 
fometimes defcribed by a firm perfuafion and 
knowledge of the truth, of the invifible things of 
Gop, and the realities of the world to come. 

Moszs dy faith endured as feeing him who is in- 
wvifible. Wis perfuafion of Gon’s being, perfedt- 
ions and government was altogether greater, than 
the moft learned unbeliever can poflefs. The 
fame alfo happened in the lift of eminent faints 
recorded in Heb, xi, They. had a perfuafion 

| Z 
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and knowledge of Gon’s being and government, 
which is never attained by unholy perfons.. 
Through this perfuafion, they could aét and fuffer 
in the caufe of Gop, beyond other men. It is 
for this reafon, that the apoftle, in the beginning 
of the chapter, defines faith, to be the evidence of 
things not feen. An evidence different from ‘the 
molt learned fpeculation. 

Tue fame apoftle faith, If our gofpel be hid, it 
is hid to them that are loft. aaa whom the Gon of 
this world hath blinded the minds of them that believe 
not, left the light of the glorious gofpel of Curisr, 
who is the image of Gop, /bould fhine unto them. 

Tue hiding of the gofpel here fpoken of, is 
common to all the loft ; whether they be hea- 
then, or chriftians only by doctrinal knowledge. 
It is the want of that perfuafion and Snoeee 
of the truth, which is peculiar to a faving faith. 

Wuozrer believeth that ‘esus is the Currst, is. 
born of Gop-—This means a believing to falva~ 
tion, and contains that certainty of unfeen things, 
which is peculiar to the people of Gop, and is 
the evidence of things not feen. ‘The unbeliey- 
er, even when his reafon and confcience are en- 
tirely convinced, fo that his mouth is fhut before 
Gop, hath not that kind of certainty concerning 
the invifible things of Gop and another world,. 
which is felt by the believing difciple. : 

THERE is one branch of evidence for cheweath, 
which an unholy mind never can receive ; and. 
Ato thofe who have received it, this is the higheft 
‘of all evidence. It isa fight or feeling of the © 
glory of truth—its fitnefs—its perfect excellence: 
—its fuitablenefs to the glory of Gop and the 
beft interefts of being, whereby, the great whole 
is the moft blefled it can be. There muft bea 
good heart to feethis glory. ~ pipes 


* 
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. 


Serm. XL Receiving Cxrrsr by faith. 187 


' Wuen the facred writings mention believing 
that Jesus is the Curist, as evidence of final 
falvation; they always mean believing the truth 
on chriftian evidence ; and chriftian evidence, is 
a fight of the moral glory of truth. A faving 
faith is believing with the heart. Faith of the un- 
derftanding flows from rational evidence ; faith 
or believing of the heart from a fight of moral 
excellence in the object or truth believed. Faith 
of the underftanding, is common to wicked an- . 
gels and to men both good and bad ; faith of the 
heart is.peculiar to the faints of Gop, and flows 
from that evidence, whichis diftinguifhingly chrif- 
tian, a fight of moral glory. | 
Take an unbelieving finner, in whom’ con- 
fcience is alive, and fet before him the doétrinal 
evidence of Gon’s character,and of Curist’s di- 
vinity and mediation.—Defcribe to him the divine 
miracles, the fulfilment of prophecy, the provi- 
dence of Gop, owning and preferving his own 
caufe, together, with all external evidence of the 
chriftian icheme.—In this cafe he is rationally 
convinced, his confcience teftifies to the truth, 
and he isa fpeculative chriftian——His conviction 
and belief are of that kind, which makes his guilt 
compleat, and expofes him to eternal punifhment; 
but with all this, he hath not attained that pe- 
culiar evidence, by which the true believer knows 
that Jesusis the Curist. He hath not feen the 
moral:glory of Curist, the glory of the Father 


‘inthe face of Curist, the glory of the gofpel 


fcheme, nor the true glory of that heavenly ftate 
revealed in the chriftian {criptures. 

A sicur of moral glory, is the high and all- 
conquering evidence, which gives to the mind a 
fenfe of reality, and raifes it above all doubting. 
This fight of glory, is the compleating evidence 
of things not feen, and gives a kind of certainty 
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tera eee 


fimilar, in many refpeéts, to the certainty that is — 
CP aaah 


felt in the vifion of heaven. 


Let there be all poflible rational evidence, 


without this, the mind turns on itfelf, and afks 
the perplexing queftion, Where is the real ex- 
cellence of this {cheme? It appears to be com- 
pleat, its parts are well adjufted and meet each 
other, there is no want of teftimony, for nature, 
providence, miracles and prophecy confpire to 
confirm it.—Confcience affents, and there is a 
fenfe of guilt in refifting, and a fear of coming 
before the Gop who hath publifhed it. Still 
where is the excellence, and lovelinefs of the 
Icheme ? If Icould fee this I fhould not doubt. 
The unholy in heart never can fee this glory. The 
fight is confined to thofe who are born of the 
{pirit, andit is the peculiar evidence which ex 


perimental chriftians have, making them fure’ 


and certain that Jesus is the Curist of Gop; 
and his words eternal truth. Therefore, it is faid 
that faith is the evidence of things not feen ; that 
he who believeth Jesus to be the Curist, that 


is, believeth onthe true chriftian evidence, is - 


born of Gop. A faving faith is, in the holy 
{criptures, often defcribed by this certainty of 
the invifible things of Gop and eternity. 

To thofe who have faith, it is a piece of {pirit- 
ual armour, whereby they are enabled to refift 
the doubts fuggefted by Satan. Itis hard to make 
the believer, who is a chriftian indeed, call in 
queftion the oracles of his Gopv.—His faith is a 
fhield, whereby he refifts the fiery darts of Satan, 
of wicked men, and an alluring world. Let his 
powers of intelle&t and reafon be weak, and his 
doctrinal knowledge fmall ; ftill, he refifts all 
the arguments of evil men and ftands unfhaken 
in the midft of a wicked and-adulterous genera- 
tien, and hath courage, though alone, to be on 


- 
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the fide of Gon. To fuch a believer, his faith 
is the evidence of things not feen; Gop is pref- 
ent with him; the goipel is the power of Gon to 
falvation.-An approaching judgment and eter- 
nity withits rewards, are as much fubftantiated 
to him, as the daily events of fenfe with which 
he is furrounded; therefore, this faith is alfo 
called the fubftance of things hoped for. 


4th. From the defcription that has been given, 
it doth not appear, that the firft ac of faving 
faith, is precifely the fame in all chriftians. 

THo’ it be of the fame holy nature, and implies 
all other holy exercifes, it is not in all cafes, pre- 
cifely the fame truth, which the heart firft receives 
in believing. Men are under a neceflity, bya 
limitation of their underftanding, to view a 
fcheme of truth by its parts. Thefe parts are all 
congenial in their nature. The temper which 
honeftly receives one, will receive all; on their 
being prefented, in fucceflion, before the under- 
ftanding. The gofpel {cheme contains many 
fuch truths, which are fo connected, that one of 
them implies the others ; ftill, they muft be view- 
ed in fucceflion, by the finite minds ofmen. Such 
is, the glory of Gon and of all his perfections, 
in the manner of redeeming finners through 
Curist; the fufficiency of the Redeemer to 
fave to the uttermoft, thofe who come to Gop m 
this way ; the fulnefs of the gofpel falvation to 
relieve all the miferies of finners, who are by na- 
ture unholy, guilty, and juftly condemned ; the 
excellency of that kingdom which is formed by 
the mediation and atonement.—Thefe, with feve- 
ral other truths, are effential parts of the gofpel 
{cheme. Doubtlefs an infinite underftanding 
may view them fimply as the fame truth; but a 
finite mind, muft view the parts in fucceffion, and 

iM 
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which ever of them the heart firft receives, itis — 
faving faith. Every chriftian in the progres of 
a life of faith, will fee, receive and rejoice in all 
thefe truths ; but they may not be prefented, in 
the fame order of fucceffion, to all holy minds. 
. Therefore, the firft act of faving faith, may not 
be precifely the fame, in all who are brought to 
falvation through Jesus Curist. 

Tus, in part, accounts for the various defcrip- 
tions, of this moft effential grace, which are found 
in the feriptures of truth. 

Tue gofpel fcheme is prefented to the under- 
ftanding of men, in the form of a covenant be- 
tween Gop andthe foul. This covenant embra- 
ces many evangelical truths, and receiving any 
one of them with love,is a faving faith. It. is 
meeting the terms of the covenant, and provesthat 
holy ftate of the heart, which will rejoice in Gop’s 
chara&ter, and the whole fcheme of his govern- 
ment. 


From the nature of a faving faith, the follow- 
ing things appear. 


i{t. THat believers are united to Gop thro’ 
Jesus Curis, in the moft glorious ani bleffed | 
manner. 

Ir isa union of moral character, of will, of af- 
fection, and of eternal bleffednefs. This was the 
object of Jesus CurisT in laying down his life, 
therefore, he prayed to the Father, Sanétify them 
through thy truth. That they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I ia thee, that they alfo 
may be one in us. “This onenefs of moral charac- 
ter and affection, makes the faints of Gop the 
moft glorious and blefled they can be. A con- 
formity to the infinite holinefs of Gop, is the 
greateft perfonal glory they can receive. The 
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mannet of their union, through the mediation of 
the Son of Gop, is in the higheft degree glori- 
ous for a creature, and fo wonderful that we may 
cry out, O the depth of the riches both of the wifdom 
and knowledge of Gop. How broad the bafe for 
bleffednefs to the redeemed? They ftand by the 
mighty power of Gop, are one with Curist, and 
joint heirs of the fulnefs of the Lord. They 
may fuffer affliction for the fhort feafon of this 
life; but when poffeffed of their Lord’s temper, 
can glory in tribulation. Even when they kneel 
to pray for deliverance from the trials of the 
world, they can check the defire by fubmiffion, 
faying, it was one reafon of our exiftence in this 
ftate, that we might glorify Gop by patience ; 
therefore, Father, do thine own will. .Whatever 
promotes the glory and bleffednefs of Gop’s 
kingdom, will be their peace. Gop will always 
reign, and his will be their choice; fo that nothing 
can happen contrary to their good. The gov- 
ernment of the univerfe, through eternity, will 
be as they with, verifying the facred word, 4// 
things are yours, and ye are Curist’s, and Curisr 
is Gop’s. Herein, is the manifold wifdom of 
Gop, that he can give all things to his redeemed, 
in fuch a manner, as will forever difplay his own 
abfolute fovereignty. By renouncing felf and 
choofing Gop and his kingdom, for their por- 
tion, they gain all things ; and all things work to- 
gether to promote the profperity of that caufe, 
which is their fupreme delight. United to Gop 
in moral affection, they will enjoy him in all his 
fulnefs forever and ever. United in love to all 
holy intelligencies, the growing bleffednefs of the 
eternal ftate, will perpetually augment their de- 
light. Thefe are the fruits of a faving union 
with Gop, by faith in Jesus Curis. 
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adly. Havine contemplated the nature of _ 
faith, it becomes us to inquire, whether we have 
thus received Crist? 

Ir is only thofe, who have thus received hie, 
that obtain power to become the fons of Gop. 
All others are, in his fight, enemies to his king- 
dom; and though life is fet before them by the 
gofpel, the offer will eventually prove, @ favor of 
death unto death, There is much room to be 
deluded concerning our own faith ; and perhaps 
multitudes are in this ftate.——There is the faith of 
education, the faith of rational conviétion, the 
faith of felf-love, the faith of fear, for the devils 
through one kind of faith tremble before Gop ; 
and all thefe, not working by love, have an effen- 
tial defect. 

- Tuere is, in chriftianlands,a general affent to 
the gofpel, arifing from education or fome other 
caufes, on which men are prone to rely, thinks 
ing it isa faith which will fave them. They bea 
lieve in Curist doétrinally, becaufe he was the 
Saviour of their fathers ; or becaufe they have 
heard it faid, Gop is merciful in this way. They 
have never felt the exceeding finfulnefs of their 
own hearts, and the need of a purifying faith. 

On this general belief, joimed with fuch vifible 
morality as may flow from felfifh motives and a 
civilized flate of fociety, they think themfelves 
good chriftians. Such perfons, may occafionally 
become zealous and contend for the faith, in 
which they fuppofe themfelves to ftand, while | 
wholly deftitute of evangelical holinefs. It is a 
faith which may be reconciled to living without 
Gop in the world, and requires little denial of 
human pride. A true faith always. works by 
love ; H beholds the moral glory of Gop in the 
face of Jesus Curist ; 3 it makes Curis teal fon 


precious to the heart ; it purifies the foul 
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all fin; it forms a union of the will and affect- 
ions to the divine character, counfels and gov- 
ernment ; it makes the invifible things of Gop 
and eternity both real and influential on the 
mind ; it fhows the vanity of felf and all the 
éreatures ; and produces a moft holy walk with 
Gop in obedience to all his commandments. By 
perufing the life of thofe faints recorded in 
fcripture, who were eminent in faith; we may 
learn the nature of this grace, which is uniform 
in all who have it. By faith they endured af- 
fliction joyfully ; were diligent in duty; could 
deny themfelves and fuffer for the caufe of 
Curist ; fet little by the riches and honors of 
- the world, feeking the city of Gop, a habitation 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
What zeal for Gop’s kingdom, and weanednefs 
from the world! What lives of prayer and devo- 
tion! What a love of fouls, and holy afpirations 
to be with CuristT, were manifeft in thofe faints, 
who are recorded to animate our zeal, and in- 
ftruét us in the nature of chriftian grace. The 
faith of every true chriftian is of the fame nature, 
and wrought by the fame [pirit. It is a view of 
heaven and heavenly things, and a union of heart 
to them, which irrefiftibly draws the believer to 
the glorious obje&t of contemplation. Unlefs, 
we can find fomething of this nature in our own 
fuppofed faith, we are ftill without Curist in the 
world and aliens from the communion of faints. 


. 3dly. Our meditation, on receiving Curist 

by faith, leads us to fee the nature and guilt of 

unbelief. . 
Tue difbelief of heathen, finds an excufe, in 

having never heard of Curist.and his doétrines ; 

but the unbelief of inftructed people is without 
7 > TT ag, Aa 4 
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excufe._.That unbelief, which lives in a neglect 
of CurisT, is the fountain of all fin; and it is 
the very unholinefs which fubjects finners, under 
gofpel light, to eternal mifery. ho athe 

‘It is a mark of very dangerous fecurity, not to 
feel the guilt of unbelief. The want of faith in 
Curist is the higheft evidence of a wicked and 
rebellious heart. Particular fins are but ftreams, 
of which unbelief is the fountain. Gop comes 
to finful men in the gofpel of his Son, difplaying 
himfelf in all his holinefs and grace, in his {cheme 
of counfel and government, calling on them to 
be partakers of his holinefs and the bleffednefs of . 
his kingdom. Unbelief is that ftate of the heart, 
which rejects the whole, and refufes the union of 
holinefs andlove. Curuist fays, he that receiveth 
me, receiveth him that fent me; fo that a negleét of 
jesus Curist mutt bea rejectionof Gop. The 
only reafon, finners do not feel the guilt of un- 
belief, is an ignorance of their own temper ; and 
if they ever come to themfelves, fo as to return 
to their Father, they will know this hardnefs of 
their hearts, to be worthy of Gon’s everlafting 
difpleafure. ‘That ftate of the heart muft bea 
very criminal one, which fees no beauty, no pre- 
cioufnefs in the character of CurisT ; no. glory 
in a holy Gop and his method of graces no love- 
linefs in the law and gofpel; and no obligation 
on men to feek the glory of Gop in all they do. 
This is the ftate of all thofe perfons, who do not 
live by faith in Jesus Curist the Son of Gop. 
They mean to be fecure and at eafe concerning 
religion and another world. They excufingly 
. fay, we injure no man, neither do we difhonor 
Gop by any open fin. But confider, O finner, 
who art at eafe in Zion, whether this be true. 
Is not unbelief a difhonor to Gop? Is it not dif- 
honoring Gop, to live in fuch a manner, as fhows 
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anegleét of his Son, of his gofpel, of his infinite 
wifdom and goodnefs in redemption? Does not 
a thoughtlefs life, both denyand difapproveall the 
eounfels of his word and providence? An unbe- 
lieving heart, is a rejection of the divine govern- 
ment in the work of redemption, which is to the 
Lord the moft precious of all his works. Who- 
ever intends to abftain from aggravated immoral- 
ity, and in fome future time, become more thor- 
‘ough in religion, thinking he fhall grow no worfe 
in the fight of Gop, is under a great delufion. 
He is becoming worfe, and treafuring up wrath 
againit the day of wrath, by neglecting the glo- 
rious Redeemer, who is worthy of eternal love 
_and praife. Thus, a fecure life is a great increafe 
of guilt ; and the fecurity, which is thought to be 
fo harmlefs, becaufe free perhaps from vifible 
crimes, is adding to the weight of guilt and fhut- 
ting the thoughtlefs foul out of heaven. May all, 
who are now fecure, think of this, and awake 
from the fleep of death, before they are fixed ina 
ftate, where the offers of afliftance are heard no 
more. AMEN. — 
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SERMON Xi. 


The life of faith. 


| HEBREWS x. 38. 
' Now the juft fball live by faith—. 


HIS epiftle was written, at a time, when 
chriftians were expofed to great perfecu- 

tion. The ruling powers of the world, were bit- 
ter enemies to the doctrines of CurisT, and the - 
purity of chriftian practice. This accounts for 
many things, in the facred epiftles, defigned to 
fupport believers under outward trials and the 
lofs of worldly good. The apoftles endeavoured 
to animate them, by the confideration that they 
were fuffering for Gop’s caufe. Alfo, by the . 
promife of a peaceful enjoyment and communion 
with their Lord, in the world to which all are 
going; and by the example of eminent faints, 
who, before their time, had been called to fuffer 
for Gop. Thefe, through the efficacy of faith, 
had a¢ted boldly, fuffered patiently, and given 
evidence of a ftrength derived from heaven. 
The life of faith, in holy diligence and patience, 
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5 | | i, titel 
when exemplified by the condu& of Gop’s 
ple, is a high evidence of the reality of religion, - 
and that Gop affifts thofe who truftinhim. —_> 
A curisTIAN life, efpecially if it be attended 
with worldly difficulties, carries conviction tothe | 
confcience of unbelievers. They are convinced 
of a principle in the heart, which they never felt ; 
and that, in their own cafe, there is a want of 
fomething, which it would be defirable to have: 
A review of the faith in ancient chriftians, 
and the effects it wrought in them, is alfo ani- 
mating to us their weaker brethren. It fhows the 
divinity, and fufficiency of our religion; and that 
the weaknels of our own faith, is the only caufe 
we ever fhrink back from duty, and defpair - 
of the divine care. In the verfes before our text, 
the apoftle exhorts chriftians, to patience and 
fortitude, under the trials they were called to en- 
dure. He tells them The ju/t fhall live by faith. 
Faith gives the chriftian his {trength, his dili- 
gence, his boldnefs in the caufe of Gop, his pa- 
tience and firmnefs under bitter trials, his inflow- 
ing of fupport from Curist,his confcioufnefs of 
a Gop prefent and cloathed with all perfection, 
his certainty of a fpeedy triumph, and an end of 
his confli& by being received to the prefence of 
Curist. Confidering thefe things, as effects 
which flow from the very nature of faith; and 
alfo confidering, the darknefs, fin and trials of 
the world in which we live, it may fitly be faid 
The juft foall live by faith. asi ghd 
AutTHo’ the pardon of fin and our acceptance 
by Gop, is gracioufly promifed to the firft exer- 
cife of faith; it never becomes unneceflary for 
the chriftian. It is as ufeful in his fucceeding 
life, as it was neceflary for his_firft acceptance. 
The very fame faith, which is required for jufti- 
fication; preferves the union with Gop through 
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_CurisT, and receives and exerts the ftrength de- 
rived from him. Faith, being continued by the 
quickening of the Holy Spirit, and exercifed in 
daily truft and obedience, is the life of faith, 
which we are now to confider. By it the an- 
cients obtained a good report ; and by it we are 
to ferve Gop in our generation, until he fhall 
take us to himfelf. 

THR ovGH the xi. chapter, the power and ef- 
feéts of faith, in a number of glorious examples, . 
are defcribed. In other places, efpecially in his 
epiftle to the Romans, the apoftle Paul defcribed 
faith as juftifying and uniting the foul toGop ; in 
this place, he defcribes it as a perfevering princi- 
ple of holy life.. This principle was made appa- 

rent, by the exercife of {piritual {trength, derived 
from Gon, in fuffering for him and atting boldly 
in his caufe. ‘They were enabled to bear and do 
things impoflible to depraved humanity, without 
fuch affiftance. In the inftances recorded, the 
faints were enabled to truft in the divine word 
again{t all natural appearances; to defpife the 
honors and pleafures of the world, when brought 
in competition with their duty ; expofe them- 
felves to the greateft danger in honoring Gop 
and doing good; and endure the moft exquifite 
‘tortures under the faw and at the ftake. 

In a former difcourfe, we have confidered 
faith, as evidence of things not feen, by difcover- 
ing to the mind the glory of Gop and his fcheme 
of government. It is in this way, that it gives 
ftrength both to do and to fuffer. When a chrif- 
tian fees Gop prefent with him ; when eternity 
is made real to him; when the connection be- 
tween time and eternity is opened before him ; 
when a divine action in all things is realized and 
felt ; when there is a confcioufnefs of union with 
Almighty love and wifdom, the weak creature 
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can do all things, through Cursy who ferengtheneth 
him. ‘The Lord gives ftrength to his people, by 
bringing himfelf in his glory, his agency and 
government into their view; and enabling them 
to feel their own union to the fource of holy ac- 
tion. . 


THE following particulars will iMluftrate the 
power of faith, in the chriftians life. 


ift. By faith he derives conftant fpiritual life 
and ftrength from Jesus Curist. . 

Tuere muft be a daily receiving, and contin. 
ued communion with the Saviour to preferve the 
chriftian temper, practice and joy. The firft 
coming to Cuerist, begins an intercourfe be- 
tween him and the foul, which will be eternal. 
He meets the believer, when coming by faith to 
receive; and from his own fulnefs, beftows all 
fpiritual graces, with a fenfe of his own glory, : 
and the joy unfpeakable which follows. . 

As Gop ‘grants his blefling only through - 
CurisT, and itis faith alone which receives him ; — 
it muft of courfe be by faith, that {piritual mer- 
cies are received. If the chriftian backflides and 
ceafes to go and receive ; there is an immediate 
interruption of holy exercife; the fight of Gop’s 
glory is departed ; the fenfe of his gracious pref- 
ence is loft; and the heart, being left alone, is 
weak, comfortlefs, and wretched by the tempta- 
tions of the world. All this happens from an 
interruption of faith, which receives fpititual life 
and ftrength from Gop. When the channel of » 
receiving is topped, the fanétifying, enlightening — 
and comforting power of Gop ceafes to gr 
to the foul. ta 

CuristT plainly told this truth to his difciples. 
Abide in me, and Tin you. As the ere : 
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bear fruit of itfelf, except it abide in the vine: No 
more can yé, except ye abide in me. Iam the vine, 
ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I 
in bim, the fame bringeth forth much fruit : for withe 
out me ye can do nothing. Ifa man abide not in me, 
he is caft forth as a branch, and is withered : and 
men gather them, and caft them into the fire, and they 
ane burned. This paflage, forcibly defcribes, the 
daily ufe of faith. The life of a chriftian is de- 
rived. It flows forth from his Saviour Gop, and 
his faith receives the gracious afliftance. His 
faith is that feeking which finds; that knocking 
to which entrance is given. . 

EXPERIENCE witnefles the truth of this de- 
{cription, for while a believer feels his depend- 
ance, and goes to Gop for life and ftrength ; 
while he is willing that Gop fhould have the glo- 
ry of giving, he feels grace by a divine energy 
flow into his foul. He can fay, Gop is my 
helper and my ftrength. Unworthy as Iam, I 
feel a divine breathing into this polluted temple, 
and my foul afcends in adoration and praife. 
Perhaps, faith never applies in this way, without 
fome fenfible return, of communicated grace from 
the Redeemer, who is the way and the life of his 
- people. 

By this communion from above, a general 
fanctification is promoted ; all holy exercifes in- 
creafe in ftrength; and the converfation is in 

ven. 


adly. By faith, the chriftian has an habitual 

apprehenfion of a prefent Gop, and is familiar. 

ifed in his meditations, to the things of the world 

tocome. It has already been defcribed, how his 

faith becomes evidence of things not feen, by dif- 

covering the glory of moral objects, which may 
. 7 Bb : 
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he called the peculiar and irrefiftible chriftian 
evidence. This evidence, prefented to the mind, 

produces an habitual apprehenfion of a prefent 
Jenova. As Gop appears to come near, eter- 
nity with every thing great and glorious, which 
js revealed concerning it, approaches with him. 

As the natural fun arifing, {preads glory over the 
face of creation; fo, the rifing of the fun of 
righteoufnefs, in an apprehenfion of his near pref- 
ence, difcovers the reality of the moral fyftem ; 
that thefe moments of time, are furrounded with 
an eternity paft and future; and the glory of 
omnipotence, becomes a reflected light from all 
his works of creation, providence and redemp- 
tion. ‘The foul feels the patriarchal defcription, 
“* How dreadful is this place! This is none other but 
the houfe of Gop, and this is the gate of heaven. 

Gop, and the things of Gop, become exceeding 
real. 

Ir was from this fight of Gop by faith, that 
David faid, “* Thou knowe/t my down-fitting, and 
mine up-r ‘fine’ thou underftandeft my thoughts. afar 
of. Thou compafeh my path and my lying down, 
and art acquainted with all my ways. There is not 
a word in my tongue, but lo,O Lord, thou knowe/e it 
altogether. Thou haft befet me behind and before, and 
laid thine hand upon me.—If I afcend into heaven, 
thou art there : if Imake my bed in hell, behold, thou 
grt there. If I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell inthe uttermoft parts of the fea ; even there 
Shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand fhall hold 
me. If I fay, furely the darknefs fball cover me : 
even the night fhall be light about me.’ He con- 
cludes the defcription by expreffing his ha pinels 
inthis fenfe of the divine prefence. «Fey, 
cious alfo are thy thoughts unte me, O Gop! 
7 is the Jum of them! If Should count 

' oS fe 
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they are more in. number than the fand: when I 


wake, lam fiill with thee.” 

Tuis fenfe of the divine prefence, and the re- 
ality and glory of the invifible world always ac? 
companies the life of faith, It is one principal 
thing which diftinguifhes the children of Gop 
from other people, and is generally proportioned 
to their degree of faith. When it is in low exer- 
cife, invifible things do but glimmer on them ; 
fenfe prevails ; temptations attack, and too often 
overcome ; their armour is gone, and for a fea- 
fon they are led captive by the powers of fin. 
When faith is in high exercife, and open to re- 
ceive from the divine fountain; all in the foul, 
is life and ftrength from Gop, and all around it 


is glory. 


* 


THe immediate effects, in the believer, of 
Gon’s being made thus prefent to him are very 
glorious. Hehath meat to eat, of which the 
-menof the world are ignorant. The glory of 
Gop, fhining through every object around ;him, 
is his happinefs.—All things, confidered as part 
of the divine plan, appear to be right.—He is 
willing the government fhould be the Lord’s.— 
His duty is, alfo, his pleafure.-—He feels himfelf 
to be uphéld by Almighty power and goodnefs ; 
a power near at hand, and not afar off, in which 
he lives and is moved. 

How different, in refpe&t of peace, are the 
conditions, of thofe who live by faith in Gop, 
and of fuch as reject him by unbelief. One is 
made happy, by a fenfe of the divine approach ; 
the other is filled with dread. One receives 
ftrength from Gop ; the other with trembling, 
tries to fly, but finks in his own weaknefs. One 
rifes to meet the opening profpetts of eternity, 
and a more near approach to the throne of Gop ; 
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the other retires from them, as the moft dreaded 
of all objects. | aa 


gdly. By faith, the chriftian fees and rejoices 
in the providence of Gop, which irrefiftibly di- 
rects all events that will ever take place. 

Tue providence of Gop is a glorious truth. 
It is a fubject, either full of doubts and gloom to 
men; or of clearnefs and joy. In each cafe, it 
is according to the moral ftate of their hearts. 
No fubjeét has excited more doubts, fears, joys, 
and pains. While fome confider the doétrine, 
premonitory of their fyture wretchednefs ; oth. 
ers, efteem it a truth in which heaven and earth 
ought to rejoice, and the fure bafis of created 
bleffednefs. It is not {trange, that unholy crea. 
tures contend with the univerfal providence of a 
holy Gon, and try to difbelieve. It is a truth 
oppofed to their wifhes ; which affures the downe- 
fall of vice, and its votaries ; and an end to the 
pleafures of fin. Thefe pleafures are permitted 
for a feafon, that the downfall may be more con- 
fpicuous, and the glory of holinefs more com- 
pleat. Not only a fear of evil to come; but al- 
fo a difrelifh of leading principles in the fupreme 
government, and an ignorance of its beauty, will 
make bad men oppofed to the doétrine of an uni- 
verfal providence, by which all events are effi- 
ciently determined. They can fee no glory in 
this government, and the mind will try to difbe- 
lieve that, in which it fees no glory. Bir. 

Tue wifdom of Gop, in his providence, is am 
unfathomable deep to angels and men. - He does 
good, in a way fo much above the higheft crea- 
ted intelleét, that there will be.the myfteries of — 
providence, even to the holy. They are often — 
obliged to follow Gop by faith, in cloudy and 
dark ways ; and if their faith be fmall, it willbe — 
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with them as with pious Asapu, their feet being 
almoft gone, and their reps well nigh flipping, thro’ 
the myfteries of the divine government, and the 
apparent incongruity of Gop’s promifes and 
providence. 

Ir this be the cafe, in thofe hours when faith 
is weak ; what cavils and doubts may we not ex- 
pea in the wicked, who both fea# and difrelith | 
the providence of JEHovan, and fee no beaut 
in its operations. Sometimes they will doubt ; 
fometimes they will deny ; and at all times feel 
oppofed.* Seeing no glory of Gop around them, 
they think heis at a diftance, and are tormented 
between doubting, fearing, and the power of 
temptation ating on their inbred corruption. 
This life of unholinefs muft be a miferable one ; 
for tho’ the creature needs a Gop to uphold anda 
providence to keep him, he dreadsto receive either 
as truth. If he would be honeft, to obferve his 
own feelings, he might find in them the embryo 
exiftence of that hell, which is threatened in the 
fure word of revelation. 

How bleffed! is that ftate of the heart which 
delights in the principles of divine government! 
How excellent the grace which fees the prefence 
of Gon’s irrefiftible providential power, and can 
rejoice in it !~+—Here the believer, by his life of 
faith, is made bleffed, confirmed again{ft doubt- 
ing, and reconciled to what takes place. From 
an apprehenfion of the divine prefence, he knows 
there is wifdom, though he cannot trace it; and 
that the things, which appear dark to human dif- 
cernment, will be moft for Gon’s glory and the 
good of his kingdom. He has accuftomed him- 
elf to confider a divine agency, in all that hap- 
pens, even the falling of a hair from the head ; 
fo that every thing which he fees, hears or feels 
leads him up to Gon. Placed in the midft ofa 
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{cene of life and ation, of caufes and effeéts ; the 
whole appears to him the action of Gop, the great 
firft caufe ; who is holy, in the midft of the un. 
holinefs of his creatures ; pure, in permitting 
from the moft glorious motives, that which they 
do from motives the moft bafe and worthy of 
punifhment. In fight of this providence con- 
ftantly acting, and every where exiftent ; binding 
all the parts of the univerfe into one moft perfect 
plan, tending to the moft perfect end; in fight, 
by faith, of the glorious and blefled kingdom, 
which will be formed by the energy of the power 
and wifdom that now worketh ; in fight of the 
union between things in heaven, and things on 
earth, in Jesus CuristT the Lord, by whom all 
things were created and are named, the holy, be- 
lieving foul rejoices with joy unfpeakable and full of 
glory. The faith, which can fee this providence 
in nature and. grace, will give a bleffed life on 
earth and triumphant entrance into eternity. 


4thly. By faith, the juft are enabled to fupport 
an habitual apprehenfion, of the vanity and un- 
fatisfying nature of all earthly things. . 


Ir has been faid, that faith brings. Gop and 
the things of eternity into view of the mind. In 
fight of thefe, if the heart be right, it may be 
expected that all prefent things will fink in ef- 
teem. Vanity of vanities, is the true defeription 
which infinite truth and wifdom hath given of 
the world. By this, it is not meant, that the 
prefent ftate of things is badly adapted to theend 
defigned by governing wifdom. A world, better 
adapted to the end of its exiftence, infinite wil- 
dom could not form; and thus the good man 
views it, therefore does not repine at what Gop 
permits, or think he could have ordered better. 
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Still, compared with what is to follow, the pref 
ent appears vain to him, in point of inherent ex- 
cellency, of duration and of power to fatisfy the 
mind. Without undervaluing prefent good, or 
want of gratitude for what is now received, his 
fight of another ftate by faith, draws his affect- 
ions hence to the pleafures in heaven. He fays, 
with truth, this is not my home; thefe idols of 
the world, are not my Gops ; I long for the full 
vifion of what faith hath difcovered, and in con- 

‘templation of that difcovery, thirft to be with 
Curist. which is far better. It is this profpect 
by faith, which weans the difciples of Curist 
from the world, making them pilgrims and ftran- 

_ gers in the earth, feeking a habitation, a city not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. ‘They 
have not loft a relffh for happinefs, as the unholy 
may fuppofe; but have a tafte for moral glory 
and afociety different from this world. 


sthly. By faith the chriftian can with fortitude 
bear affliction; efpecially, if called to meet it in 
the fervice of CuristT, and to promote his caufe 
in the world. 


AFFLICTIONS are, naturally, as_ terrifying to 
chriftians, as to others ; and they will either re- 
pine or fink under them, if not fupported by a 
fiducial truft in Gop. Natural evil, of every 
kind, is in its nature undefirable, and the mind 
can be reconciled to it, only by feeing moral 
wifdom in the appointment. It was this which 
enabled one faint to fay, ** Though he flay me I will 
truft in him 3” and another, ‘* Although the fig-tree 
Shall not bloffem, neither fhall fruit be in the vines ; 
The labour of the olive fhall fail, and the fields fball 
yield no meat; The flocks shail be cut off from the 
fold, and there be no herd in the fralls ; yet will I 
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rejoice in the Lord, I will soy in the Gop of my { 
sae Faith beholds Gop in fiat ted 
receives them as a Father’s wifdom and goodnefs. 
Jesus fet the example, who prayed, If it -be pofa 
Sfible let this cup pafs from me, neverthelefs, not my 
will but thine be done ; and his people, actuated by 
the fame principles, can follow him. 

THere are fundry confiderations which will 
enable the afflicted chriftian to acquiefce, yea, 
even to glory in tribulation. He feels his own - 
defert, and can kifs the rod, as being defervedly 
appointed. He fees Gop glorify himfelf, and 
can joyfully fuffer, that the Lord may be hon- 
ored. He relies on the promife, that afflictions 
fhall purify him, and with pleafure reads the cov- 
enant, ** If they break my fiatutes, and keep not my 
commandments : then will I vifit their tranfgreffion 
with the rod, and their iniquity with feripes. New= 
erthele/s my loving kindnefs will I not utterly tai 
from him, nor fujfer my faithfulnefs to fail, My 
covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is 
gone out of ny lips’? He confiders the divine . 
government as a perfect fyftem,. neither defec- 
tive nor redundant in its parts, and all leading to 
the moft glorious end, in Gop’s difplay of his 
own nature and the creatures enjoyment of him. 

Farru, places even the afflicted chriftian, in 
the mount of triumph. The place of affliGtion is 
often his Pifgah, and the time of fuffering is the. 
hour of his afcent, from whence he views the. 
heavenly Canaan and his Gop. Raifed to the. 
mount by faith, with a perfe&t confidence in Gop » 
he hears and fees the ftorms of time beat at its . 
foot. Though his body is pained his mind is at 
eafe ; though the world is hisenemy, Gop is his _ 
friend ; though his earthly profpects are defolat- 
ed, he finds a fufficient portion in this truth, 
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that the Lord reigns. It is only by the life of 
faith in Gop, that this-peate can be attained. 

Ir would furpafs my prefent limits, even to 
hint all the benefits of a life of faith. It is: thus 
that duty is made eafy and pleafant—Fear of 
men is removed.—The path of duty, and the per- 
formance of it, are asa fhining light, fhining 
more and more unto the perfect day.—Jesus is 
beheld, reigning in his own Zion, and promoting 
his caufe, both by the obedience of friends and 
the oppofition of enemies.—The world with its 
temptations, and the flefh with its lufts are con- 
quered.—God is feen governing the nations, and 
pointing the wrath of men, who mean not fo, to 
the completion of his glorious counfels.—The 
peaceful, humble believer, is guided through a 
world of turbulence and pride, until he quietly 
fleeps in the arms of Jzsus. 


‘Tus fubjec&t muft teach the deficiency and 
guilt of chriftians, in the prefent day of deep de- 
clenfion. 

Txo’ Gop doth not leave any of his called to 
final defertion ; they are often left to great back- 
fliding, to lofe their firft love, and live toomuch 
conformed to the manners and fpirit of the 
world. What caufe chriftians have to blufh! 
to mourn.and weep for themfelves! and confefs 
a departure from Gop.—From whence doth this 
come ?—TIs there any defect in the gofpel fcheme 
through which they have been called ?—Is there - 
not a fulnefs, in the power and grace, which firft 
raifed them into fpiritual life ?—Is not Gop’ 
faithful to his promife, that thofe who feek fhall 
find ?—Is not the way, in which they firft went 
to Gop for life and holinefs, {till open to apply, 
and to reéeive frefh communications of fuch grace 

. Nye 
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as will make them faithful, holy, and abounding 
in the joy of their Lord ?—Certainly the: way is 
open ; Jzsus itill reigns; Gon ftill reigns, and 
hears every prayer that is fiducially offered to 
his name; there is {trength enough in Gop, and 
he never denied granting to the prayer of faith. 
‘* Draw nigh to Gop, and he will draw nigh to you,” 
is a promife which will never be infraéted. . All 
’ this lownefs in the duties.and comforts of a chrif- 
tian’s life, arifes from the failure of faith, Gop 
is out of fight, the fhining of his glory in the foul 
has ceafed, and there is no.application to receive 
from the fountain of fpiritual life; confequently, 
lufts break forth afrefh, and the world conquers. 
Tue ancient cloud of witnefles, who by their 
patience, zeal and good works, fhowed a, econnex- 
ion with heaven and the power of Gop acting in 
them, all lived by faith. Thus they were enabled 
to witnefs in their lives and by their death. They 
were living evidence for the power.of divine 
grace, and the excellence of holinefs. When 
faith fails, and love waxes cold, it will not bethus; 
and the cold, formal lives of chriftian profeffors, 
will be a means of hardening finners in their infi- 
delity. Thus Curis? is difhonored, his caufe 
is weakened, chriftianity is ridiculed, and chrif- 
tians themfelves become a {tumbling block, over 
which unbelievers. fall into eternal deftruétion. 
This ftate of chriftians.is.a wilful fin ;. for though 
they have not {piritual ftrength in themfelves, 
there isa fountain, where it exifts in infinite a- 
bundance, anda promifed way of drawing it from 
the eternal fource. He that abideth not in me, is 
caft forth as a. branch, and is withered. The mo- 
ment they leave Curist, through whom Gop 
communicates his grace ; the fenfible power of 
religion in the foul will ceafe,and vifible duties, 
though retained, will be performed in a very for- 


ie 
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mal manner. The fcriptures call this ftate ** hav. 
ing the form without the power of Godlinefs,”’ and to 
all fuch the admonition of Curist applies. J 
know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I 
would that thou wert cold or hot. 80 then, becaufe 
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot: Iwill 

jfpew thee out of my mouth. 

' Muurirupers, who think they have experi- 
enced the fandtifying grace of Gop, are in this 
ftate. Ifthey think right, Gop will not leave 
them to a final falling away ; for the fame gra- 
cious power which called them from total fin, 
can reclaim from deep backfliding. But is it the 
comfort of a real chriftian to think he fhall in fome 
future time be awaked from his fleep? It was not 
thus with CurisT our great example. His meat . 
and drink was, at the prefent time, to do the 
Father’s will and glorify him. The true chrif- 
tian comfort is to be conftant in beholding and 
glorifying Gop. To hope without prefent evi- 
dence isa prefumptuous thing. To hope with- 
out a prefent faith is hoping in the midit of mife- 
ry. Iam fenfible, that unholy perfons do not 
conceive the true comfort of religion, and this is 
one principal reafon they think chriftians to be 
joylefs people; but this is not the only reafon. 
Many who think themfelves to be chriftians are 
really unhappy. Ina ftate of backfliding they 
halt between two opinions. They know the 
world will not fatisfy, and are afraid to mingle 

unteftrainedly with its pleafures ; and at the fame 

time, are fo lukewarm, fo weak in faith, as cuts 

them off from the happinefs of fenfible commun- . 
ion with Gop.—This is indeed a joylefs ftate, 

which is often difcovered and improved by the 

ungodly, as evidence againft the excellence of 
piety. It ought not to be thus. Chriftians” 
ought to fhow they are happy in their Redeemer, 
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and they never can do this without the life of 
faith. The declenfion which difhonors CurisT, 
doth alfo wound their own fouls. 

Sucu backiliders ought not to expett the fup- 
porting prefence of Gop in the hour of death. 
It has, fometimes, been thought ftrange, that 
among thofe who are hoped to be fincere, there 
are fo many inftances, in which their death bed 
is deprived of the high comforts of religion. 
But it mult be expected that a life low in faith, 
will be followed by a death of ‘the fame kind. 
Infinite wifdom, in particular inftances, may vary 
from his general manner of difpenfing. ‘There 
may be reafons for a life of eminent faith to be 
left in darknefs at death, and for a great back- 
flider to be filled with triumphant joy; but this 
is not common. The frequent imparture of 
high comforts in death, to thofe who have lived 
low in faith, would be too great evidence in favor 
of chitin: deficiency ; and'take off from “natu- 
ral fear, which the wifdom of Gop improves in 
exciting men to diligence ; therefore it’ MAY not 
be expected. 

Let the people of Gop endeavonr to feel dicir 
own defects, their weaknefs, their need of con- 
ftant communication from Curist who is the 
way and the life. Let them look immediately'to 
Gop to increafe their love and faith, and with 
hearts emptied of human: ftrength and depend. 
ance, look direétly to him who gives of his own 
fulnefs, knowing that it is Gop who worketh it in 
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SERMON XIL 


Evangelical Repentance. 


“EZEKIEL XXXVi. 31. 


THEN fhall ye remember your own evil ways, and 
your doings that were not good, and fhall loathe 
yourfelves in your own fight, for your iniquities, 
and for your abominations. 


| T is known that the Jews are a people caft off 
ff by Gop... For their difobedience, and_ efpe- 
cially for their rejection of the Meffiah, the awful 
denunciations in the prophecy of Mofes, have 
been Jong in execution. As he foretold, they are 
fcattered among the nations of the whole world, 
and have fuffered incredible miferies by the hands 
_of other men. 

Tuo’ we hope their period of mifery is draw- 
ing toa clole, the curfe appears to be flill in 
force ; and it is a wonderful evidence, for the 
truth of the chriftian fcriptures. Gop hath told 
us, in the word of prophecy, there fhall be limits 
to this ftate of punifhment; when the Jews, to- 
gether with the fulnefs of the Gentile nations, 
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fhall be united in the peaceable, holy, glorious 
and everlafting kingdom of Curist. 2 it 

WuHen the converfion of that people happens, 
they will be as eminent in their zeal for the Re- 
deemer, as they have been for their oppofition 
and bitternefs to his caufe. Their reftoration is 
alfo foretold, in fuch language, as implies they 
fhall be gathered into the fame land which was 
given to Abraham, and which their fathers, for 
many ages poffeffed. 

TuE particular events leading to a recovery 
of their former country, and its complete accom- 
plifhment ; are either untold, or expreffed in a 
prophetic manner difficult to ’be underftood be- 
fore it is unfolded by the fulfilment. The refto- 
ration of that people, with its accompanying cir- 
cumftances, will be the completion aie a long 
chain of evidence for the truth of revealed reli- 
gion. This began in the calling of the pa’ 
Abraham, and hath been, and will contin to 
be carried on, in the events happening to his 
family, and in Gop’s dealings with them ; until 
they are brought to the lafting pofleffion of the 
promifed earthly inheritance. The concluding 
evidence will be the greateft. It ~will be attend. 
ed with events moft aftonifhing to mankind, and 
molt convincing that JeHovan is Gop, and his 
f{criptures the word of truth. 

We are in the begining of an eventful period, 
in which the {cheme of divine evidence for his 
own truth, is rapidly difclofing by the natural 
events that now are, and will very foon happen, 
conformable to the predi€tions of his word; a- 
mong thefe, the converfion and recal of the Jews 
to their ancient land, will bé a pinches evant * 

fiat 
| A promise of this recal, and the tamper wi 
_ which they fhall return to Gop is 
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‘the chapter, from which the text is taken. By 
his prophet Gop defcribes their difperfion ; the 
great difhonor they fhould do to his name, by 
their conduct among the people where they 
fhould be carried; and then lets them know, 
that after this, for his name and mercy’s fake, he 
would bring them to repentance and be their 
Gop. And that as the judgments they fuffered, 
magnified his juftice, his holinefs and hatred of 
fin ; fo their repentance and return would honor 
his grace, and teach the children of men, the 
exceeding riches of his mercy. 

He is very particular in telling them, “ Not 
for your fakes will I do this, O houfe of Ifrael, be it 
known unto you ; but for my own great name’s fake.” 
I will do it for my own honor ; the honor of my 
grace ; and that men may every where know, I 
am the Lord of the whole earth, and can direé& 
national events with as much eafe, as I ordain the 
condition of individuals. | 

Tue honor of his fovereignty, and acting in 
all things for his: glory and mercy’s fake, is what 
Gop every where claims in his word; and in 
his government he is careful to maintain it. 
Creation flowed forth from his will, and muit 
forever be governed according to the fovereign 
counfel of uncreated wifdom. 


Ir is required, as a condition of mercy to fin- 
ners, that they be willing to depend on fovereign 
grace; and when brought to evangelical repent- 
ance, they rejoice to have it fo. This may be 
learned from the defcription of repentance found 
in the text. The verfe defcribes, what the pen- 
itent feelings of Ifrael will be, after they are re- 
claimed by the gracious power of Gop, and look | 
back, in the exercife of a chriftian {pirit, on thetr _ 
own paft conduct. : 
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ae HEN fhall ye remember your own evil apisind 
your doings which were not good, and fhall loathe 
yourfelves in your own fight, for your iniquities, and 
for your abominations. 


Let us improve thefe words for our own in- 
ftruction in the nature of a gracious repentance ; 
and then collect from the text, fome marks of 
trial, whether we have fincerely repented before 
Gop. 

I. We inquire the nature of evangelical or fa- 
ving repentance. 

As we are, in our own cafe, expofed to miftake, 
there being many affections of the mind, which in 
fome refpects refemble holy exercife; we fhould 
labour for diftinguifhing ideas of that repentance 
towards Gop, to which final falvation is prom- 
ifed. We may do much, which appears like the 
fruit of repentance to thofe who: are obferving 
us, and may be fo efteemed by ourfelves ; while 
it doth not thus appear to Gop, the great and 
omnifcient judge of hearts. We may think 
much about our being finners; may take much 
pains to find what is called finful by the law of 
Gop ; may be afraid of fin; may with great a- 
gitation of f{pirit mourn that we have tranferef- 
fed; may be convinced that every violation of 
the divine law is unreafonable, and on principles 
of public juftice, expofes us to punifhment ; all 
this may be, without fuch repentaa as is peasi- 
red by Jesus CurisT. 

THe connexion between fin and sila i is fo 
well known, and has been felt fo long; there is 
danger, through this aflociation of ideas, of 
thinking we loathe fin, when the abhorrence 
arifes, entirely from the mifery that isexpested 
to follow.—Through felfith prejudices, itis ma- 
ny times difficult, inour own cafe, to difting 
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between the legal repentance which hates mifery, 
and the evangelical which abhors fin. ‘To de- 
termine this, we ought often to inquire of our 
hearts, why is fin fo evil a thing? And why do 
we feel oppofed to it ? If the only anfwer we can 
obtain of our own hearts is this; that hereby we 
are perfonally expofed to pain, affliction, and the 
death of the body ; and that Gop, a being of 
fuch power as we cannot overcome, denounces 
his anger to purfue us in time and through eter- 
nity ; it is no evidence of a gracious mourning 
for fin.— All this may be, with hearts oppofed to 

.the divine character. All this may be, without a 
fupreme love of Gop, and with fuch a relifh of 
heart, as would commit fin with greedinefs, if 
the penalty were removed. 

True repentance has refpect to the infinite 
nature and perfeCtion of Gop, which creates an 
obligation on all creatures to love and ferve him, 
and abftain from every thing, by which he is dif- 
honored and his kingdom injured. David, in 
the hour of penitence, and in contemplation of a 
fin, which was the higheft outrage upon purity 
and the juftice due to men; ftill confefled to 
Gop, againft thee, thee only have I finned. Afenfe 

_ of violated obligation to Gop, and of the difhon- 
or done to his name, {wallowed up all other con- 
fiderations of mourning. He was not infenfible 
of the injury done his {ubje¢ts, and the church ; 
but injury done to Gop, pierced him with the 
deepeft forrow. Holy Job thus defcribes his 
own repentance. I have heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee ; where- 
fore Labhor myfelf and repent in duft and afbes. In 
this cafe a fight of Gop, and fenfe of violated 
obligation to him, were evidently the caufe of 
holy forrow. Hence it is called, repentance te- 


/ 
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cnands Gop. A mourning for fin, as committed 
againft the perfection, the rights, and glory of the © 
Lord., mae 


AN evangelical penitent, rifing above felfith 
regards, beholds an infinite Gop, glorious in ho. 
linefs and worthy of all obedience. He beholds 
a {cheme of creation and created good, to which 
all finful principles and practice are oppofed.—A 
law, just and good, which forbids tranfgreflion ; 
a f{upreme government of the whole, conducted 
in infinite reafon, and aiming at great and eternal 
good. In view of thefe, his fin appears great be- 
yond defcription. It feems to him more bafe 
than finite conception can comprehend. Asis the 
deepnefs of mourning for a firft born; fuch is 
the depth of forrow, for his own vilenefs and in- 
gratitude. The afflition of his foul is of fuch a. 
nature, as withdraws his thoughts from am appre- 
henfion of danger to himfelf, and fixesthem on the 
odioufnefs of fin, and the unfpeakable guilt of 
oppofing a.glorious Gop. When fin is thus ap- 
prehended, there is no difficulty in confefling it to 
be an infinite evil. The cavils of a contradict- 
ing heart are filenced. The difputatious philofo- 
phy of men, and all palliating defcriptions are 
banifhed. The penitent wifhes for words, of a 
thoufand fold more defcriptive energy, than hu- 
man language contains, that he may ufe them in 
confefling his vilenefs before Gop. | 

Ons great difference, between legal and evan. — 
gelical repentance, arifes from the motive of for- - 
row. In both, there is a forrow for fin; though 
the two {tates of the heart from which they pro- 
ceed, are in direct moral. oppofition, and ene dif- 
likes, in the moft effential refpects, what the:other 
loves. Ifit were left, to the. choice and pow 
of the two characters, . to. make a heaven; th ey 
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would aé& on oppofing principles, and the heaven 
of one would bea hell to the other. Place the 
greateft and moft unholy finner on a death bed ; 
let him know he is going directly before a 
Gop, who is oppofed to him, and will punifh fin 
in a very extreme degree ; let him believe 
there is a place of torment, and that death will 
be his entrance into it ; and he cannot refrain 
forrowing that he hath finned. In the moment 
of agitation, it isnot probable he will diftinguifh 
between a hatred of fin, and a hatred of milery ; 
and thus fuppole himfelf a fincere mourner be- 
fore Gop. It is on this account, that a death- 
bed repentance is fo open to be fufpetted of “in- 
fincerity, if there hath been no previous peni- 
tence. In moft fuch inftances, if the profpect of 
immediate danger ceafes, the mourning for fin 
and the imagined diflike of it are felt no more. 
The refcued finner returns to his vice with new 
eagernefs. In fuch cafes,swe have no reafon to 
fuppofe there is repentance towards Gop. Pain 
and lofs are the thing lamented ; and if there 
could be a way to avoid thefe,the mourning foul 
would mourn no longer. 

Ir is not thus with the gracious penitent. His 
heart is right—fin is contrary to his tafte—the 
thing itfelf is unpalatable. There is no need of 
danger and pain to make him fee its unreafona- 
ble nature. He laments the difhonor done to 
a glorious Gop, and condemns the caufe of it, 
and gan condemn himfelf, as readily, as he would 
another. 

Tue difference of motive,in thefe two ftates of 
the heart, is eafily conceived by all true penit- 
ents ; but fuch is the blindnefs of impenitence, 
that there are fome cafes of great obduracy, in 
which it is hard to communicate, even a doctrinal 
defcription of the fubject. 
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II. I am to confider thofe marks for trial and _ 
felf-examination, which are contained in the text. 


1. In the text it is faid ‘ then fhall ye remem- 
ber your own evi ways, and your doings that 
were not good.” Thofe who are brought toa 
faving repentance, are difpofed to look back on 
their own ways, and hide nothing from Gop or | 
their own fight. 


A LEGAL repentance wifhes to fearch and fee 
no more of fin and its evil, than will barely fuf- 
fice for fafety. Fear is the principle of action, 
and an efcape from danger is the objet fought. 
When there is a fuppofition of fafety, this point 
being gained, there is an end of the fearch ; and 
it becomes more pleafing to forget and throw a 
veil of oblivion, than to fearch deep into the 
heart, or by remembrance look back on ny 
doings that were not good. 

In an evangelical repentance, the heart being 
right, fin itfelf isfeared and would be feared, 
‘though no perfonal danger attended. It is fear- 
ed on account of its bad nature, and its injuriouf- 
nefs to Gop and his kingdom. To be freed 
from unholinefs is a reigning defire in the foul, 
and for this purpofe, it becomes neceflary to look 
deep into the heart, and examine motives, de- 
fires and ends—to look back, remembering old 
habits, difpofitions and actions. A defire of 
turning the eye from our/ins,and of extenuating 
them,ceafes. Theirnumber andaggravationsare 
foughtout diligently. Gop is befought, by earn- 
eft prayer, to aflift in the examination ; and his 
pure, omnifcient fpirit is invoked for aid. ~The 
prayer of David is often made, “ Search me andiry 
me, and fee if there be any evil way in me”? ~ 


< 
~~ 
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Tue fpiritual mourner for fin, often compares 
his thoughts, words and actions with the holy 
law—with gofpel precepts—and with the Sav- 
iour’s holy life; that he may know the extent of 
his own fin. When by fearching he fees any fin, 
not before difcovered ; though he mourns for 
the evil, he rejoices in the knowledge of it, that 
he may confefs to Gop and purify himfelf. This 
will always take place, in that repentance, which 
is accompanied with a love of Gop and diflike 
of fin. Although alove of danger and mifery 
is not natural to men, and in no cafe a duty ; yet 
the efcaping of danger, is but a fmaller motive, 
with the evangelical penitent. In a legal re- 
pentance danger excited him, and he wifhed to 
know only fo much, either of his paft or prefent 
fin, as was abfolutely neceflary for an efcape. 
‘When holy mourning fucceeds the legal fear, 
danger is much le{s thought off, and the exceed- 
ing finfulnefs of fin becomes a burden on the 
heart ; tears of grief guth from the eye, for ha- 
ving been fo impenitent and bafe. 

‘THEN, Gop was feared as a threatening judge ; 
now, he is feared as a being fo excellent and 
worthy, that it is evil beyond defcription to a& 
againft him. Then, the law was feared becaufe 
it has a penalty annexed to it, and a terror of the 
penalty {tung the mind ; now, it isfeared, on ac- 
count of holy obligation, which is facredly bind- 
‘ing on all creatures. 

_ Iris not ftrange that a perfon, with this ftate 
of heart, fhould be willing to look deep—tolook 
over a whole life—and go back far as memory 
can help, that all may be confefled before Gon. 
Whenofanother temper, he feared divine om- 
nifcience, left his finfhould be known; now he 
rejoices in this glorious perfection, that Gop may 
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fee and difcover to him, the extent of his cor- 
ception mf 
fh 
2. A HOLY repentance is attended with felf- 
loathing. “ Ye fhall loathe yourfelves in your own 
Sight, for your iniquities and your abominations? 
True holineis is, in all refpeéts, different from. 
the finful temper, which is natural to men. 


Loatuine himfelf, is a paradox to the natur- 
al man, and having no experience, he thinks it 
muft be a miferable ftate. Self is his lawgiver 
and Gop; and felf-advancement the rule by 
which he meafures right and wrong, loathfome- 
nefs and agreeablenefs. Let the idol of felf be 
thrown down, and the true Gop throned in the 
affeCtions, in this refpect, all things become new. 
Reafon and judgment are fet at liberty, and the 
moft Gop-exalting doctrines and duties appear 
moft excellent to the mind. 

Tue mourner in Zion fees that Gop is glori- 
ous, in being oppofed to his former character, 
and that all good creatures, by their averfion to 
his former temper and delights, give the higheft 
evidence of the rectitude of their own hearts. 
Even, if Gop had prepared no punifhment for 
fin ; the fpiritual mourner, in lively exercife of 
repentance, would determine it better to ceafe 
exiftence, than to remain forever with fo bafe 
and unjuftifiable a difpofition. 

To this defcription of penitential feelings it 
may be objected. If repentance, in its nature, 
implies felf-loathing, the gofpel penitent — ne 
aye be an unhappy perfon. 

To which I reply, this is an 1 objeGtiony iit ; 
will never be made by thofe, who have experi- 
enced the grace of repentance in their own hearts. — 


Serm. XIII. Evangelical repentance. 223 


The felf-loathing mentioned, is not a loathing of 
their own exiftence, or any of the natural pow- 
ers, faculties and capacities Gon hath given 
them. Exiftence, fimply confidered, is always 
defirable; and it is the perverfion of it, which 
to holy minds becomes an object of diflike. 
Penitents are not made perfectly holy, and fo far 
as they find fin reigning in them, they mutt be 
unhappy ; for fin is the affliction of a chriftian. 
It is not proper to call this the unhappinefs of 
repentance ; for if the chriftian were made per- 
fect by the fanctifying power of divine grace, in 
a loathing of his former corruptions he would be 
perfectly bleffed. It is the remainder of fin, and 
not the loathing of it; which makes unhappinefs, 
in the prefent {tate of Gon’s people. ‘Thofe, 
who have experienced this ftate of mind, will 
readily anfwer, our felf-averfion on account of 
fin, is fo far from making us miferable ; that it 
is a neceflary ingredient of a bleflednefs, the moft 
pure and: perfect we ever enjoyed. Our fin is 
our unhappinefs ;.but our felf-loathing is our 
comfort. We feel a confcioufnels of being right, 
fo far as we can abhor remaining tranfgreffion. 
To be a fpiritual mourner, is very often an 
exceeding peaceful {tate of mind, and accompa- 
nied with that light of Gop’s countenance, which 
gives joy unfpeakable and full of glory. 
Tuosz, who have not true religion, often think 
a life of piety to be an unhappy one. To them 
it is inconceivable, how others can be happy in 
fpiritual duties, in thinking fo much of Gop, and 
in worfhipping him fo often. As they do not 
think of another world, except when driven by 
terrors of confcience, they are ready to think pi- 
ous people mutt be driven by fimilar terrors, and 
therefore muft be miferable; herein is a great 
miftake, for pious people are drawn by love, and 
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not forced to duty by terrors of confcience. The’ 
heart of one is wholly different from the other, 
A love of Gop, will make a life of confecration 
to him, in the duties of religious obedience, a 

very pleafant one. As Gop is, in his nature, 

more excellent than the creatures; fo the happi- 

nefs of ferving him, will be greater and far more 

fatisfying, than any enjoyment of the creatures. 


By this fubject we ought to examine ourfelves. 
Truth is of little fervice to us, without an imme- 
diate application to the ftate of our own hearts. 
Examination difcovers us to ourfelves. Dowere- 
member our evil ways and our doings which were 
not good? Do we look deep into our own hearts, 
and encourage confcience to fpeak freely, that 
the worft of our cafe may be difcovered? Do 
we loath ourfelves for our iniquities againft a ho- 
ly Lord Gop? Doubtlefs mifery is difguftful ; 
but this is not enough, and is noevidence ofa good 
eftate. May the Lord, of his infinite mercy, en- 
lighten, fanctify and prepare us for his heavenly 
kingdom. AMEN. masa 3! 


SERMON XIV, 


The objects of chriftian love. 


1 JOHN iv. 16. 
He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in Gop 


_ "EN this ftate of fin, our minds are not good é 
] nough to attain the moft juft notions of di- 
vine things. Through the darknefs of fin, we 
are hindered from {uch doétrinal knowledge, as 
all would have, if our hearts were right. - In fub- 
jects, which are really within the reach of mens 
finite underftanding ; we often remain in {pecue 
lative ignorance, through the influence of a bad 
heart, on the faculty of underftanding and judg- 
ment. There is no object, to which the finful 
mind is more powerfully blinded by an evil heart 
of fin, than the K1NGDOM oF HOLINEss. This 
kingdom is infinite, for Gop the head_of it is fo 
in his own nature ; and the created parts, though 
not in their own nature infinite, are the emana- 
tion of infinite a¢tion, energy, power and wifdom 
from the creator. They are a finite effect, which 
will glorify an infinite caufe, 
| Ee 


- 
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Tuis kingdom of holinefs, containing Gop 
himfelf and his intelligent creation, is the object © 
of holy love. This objet, though it can never 
be comprehended by creatures; to thofe who 
obtain a true fight of it, exceeds in glory, and 
they perceive themfelves filled with bleffednefs 
by the enjoyment. Even a partial fight brings 
conviction into the mind, that the objeét, though 
not comprehended, in its nature, is the greateft 
poflible; and that a full enjoyment would be 
perfed bleffednefs. 

Ir is this kingdom of holinefs, united in moral 
character, which is held up as an object of love 
by the revelation which we have from heaven. 
Conformable to this is the command, Thou /halt 
love the Lord thy Gop, with all thy heart, with all 
thy ferength, and with all thy mind; and thou fhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyfelf. . 

Gop and our neighbour compofe thiskingdom. 
A love of Gop and our neighbour is the whole 
law—and a perfect compliance, is perfection in 
holinefs. . 

By attending to the word Love, in the exten- 
five ufe made of it by the facred writers, it is ap- 
parent, they meant the whole of that, in which 
morality or holinefs of charaéter, temper and ac- 
tion confift. Gop is Jove, and in this is his whole 
worthinefs. If this be his nature; his law, gof- 
pel, government, and every true expreflion of 
himfelf muft be the fame. Love is the fulfilling of 
his law, and therefore nothing more will be re- 
_ quired from any of his creatures, be their powers 
of acting what they may. The perpetuity of this 
in angels is their ftanding in holinefs ; and the 
reftoral of it to men, through the gofpel, is their 
chriftian perfection. He that dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in Gop—Every one that loveth is born of 
Goo Thele paflages, defcribe Gop as the fource, 
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from which holinefs proceedeth into the hearts 
of his creatures ; and the exercife of it, as a moral 
union with him and his kingdom. The phrafe, 
dwelling in Gop, is expreflive to the greateft de- 
gree, and defcribes the higheft union that the 
nature of Gop and creatures can admit. One 
being dwelling in another, muft imply every thing 
fhort of an abfolute identity of exiftence ; and 
fuch is the goodnefs of Jenovan, that he gives 
his holy creatures, every thing except his own 
unalienable nature and rights. 


Tue words of our text, He that dwelleth in love, ' 
dwelleth in Gop, may therefore be confidered, as 
defcribing both the chriftian’s character and the 
objects of his affection. It is to the laft of 
thefe it will be applied in the following difcourfe. 
In character, he is fo far conformed to Derry 
himfelf as a creature can be to an infinite crea- 
- tor; and in the objects of his affection and 
choice there is a complete famenefs. Dwelling 
in Gop, is choofing him in his whole GopHEap, 
and in all his counfels‘and works. According to 
the degree of knowledge communicated, in the 
perfectly holy creature, there is as complete a 
union of intereft and will, as swenhg, is between the 
Father and the Son. 


Tro’ the weaknefs of human conception, the 
glorious kingdom of holinefs muft be viewed by 
us in its parts, as they fucceflively come before 
the underftanding. ‘The great object of holy af- 
fection, muft by us be confidered as a number of 
objects, connected in the counfel of Gon, but of 
the fame holy nature. A union to thefe objects 
by love, is a fufficient proof we belong to Gop 
and his kingdom, 


es 
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1. Gop himfelf is the obje& of ie 
tian affection. ivaas ad 

He is the fountain of excellent being, towhom 
all love is due; and the excellence of the ftreams 
is communicated from him. In the fervor of 
devotion Aiaph faid, “* Whom have I in heaven 
but thee ? And there is none on earth that I defire 
befides thee. Inthe divine charaéter, as he hath 
deicribed himfelf by his works and word, every 
thing appears amiable to a good heart. All the 
attributes of his glorious nature; all the coun- 
fels of his infinite wifdom ; and all the energy of 
his action in creating, governing and redeeming, 
delight the foul. Divine lovelinefs is a center 
on which the affections reft, with a full fatisfac- 
tion; fo that nothing can be wanted nor any 
thing added. Thisis meant by the command- 
ment, ‘* Thou halt love the Lord thy Gop with all 
thy heart, with all thy ftrength, and all thy mind. 


Tuo’ the divine character is difcovered to us 
by the creatures, the heart doth not reft in thefe ; 
but aicends through them as a medium of difcov« 
ery, up to Gop himfelf, and rejoices exceeding« 
ly in his glory. All the divine perfettions, wif: 
dom, truth, juftice, mercy and forbearance are 
loved with the fame intenfity of affe&tion. This 
love is of that kind which produces obedience 
and fubmiffion; fo that when it is in exercife, trials 
do not caule impatience or a wih to have the di- 
vine nature and will changed. Gop is omnipo- 
tent and his glory fills every place, fo that thus 
dwelling in Gop by love, mutt be a ftate of great 
peace. te 


| adly. THe revealed law isan obje& of chriftian 
love. There are many expreflions of this in the 
holy fcripture. O how I love thy law, I meditate 
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on it day and night. The law of thy mouth is better 
than gold. I delight in thy law. The law of the 
Lord is perfect converting the foul. I behold won- 
drous things out of thy law. All who are good, 
will unite in theie deicriptions, and this is a rea- 
fon why the holy fcriptures are read with fuch 
pleafure. They exhibit the moral command- 
ments which are a chief object of holy love. 
The revealed law promotes two important pur- 
pofes. It teaches our duty to Gop and men, 
and defcribes to us the divine character ; fo'that 
the good mind will repair to the law, both to 
know what he ought to be, and to behold the 
Lord. 


In this refpect, there is a great difference be- 
tween the finner and the fanctified. The fin- 
ner reads the {criptures, only to know how he 
may efcape danger ; the fanctified to find, be- 
hold and adore their heavenly king. 

Ir is difficult to fuppofe any perfon a true 
chriftian, who daily neglects the {criptures. If 
Gop be loved fupremely and the heart delight 
in him as its chief treafure; if it be pleafant to 
meditate on the unfearchable riches of his glory, 
and conceive of him, as according to his own in- 
finite knowledge he hath defcribed himfelf, how 
can fuch an one neglect the written law ? In this 
the Lord makes himfelf prefent to us—brings in- 
finite wifdom down to the apprehenfion of feeble 
and blind finners—defcribes his goodnefs, with 
all the diverfification of moral excellence, into 
which it {preads“«and reveals to us the great end 
of infinite action. Receiving the law with love, 
is dwelling in love, which is dwelling in Gop; 
and is evidence of holinefs prepared to enter into 
the joys of the eternal kingdom in the prefence 
of Gop forevermore. | 


+ 


230 © The objects of chriftian love. Setm. XIV. 


3dly. Jesus Curist, the Son of Gop and fon 
of man, in the fulnefs of his mediatorial charac- 
ter, is a chief obje& of chriftian love and adora-_ 
ration. nts 
On him, the holy mind looks with reverem 
tial delight, for he poffeffeth the fulnefs of the 
Gopuzap bodily, and is the exprefs image of Gop. 
Unto all who believe he is precious. : 

ALL men who doétrinally believe there is fal- 
vation in no other name befide Curist, will fee 
fomething which they call lovelinefs in the Me- 
diator’s character. It is therefore fit I fhould 
mention, the different grounds of that lovelinefs, ~ 
which is feen by a believer, and an impenitent 
mind. 

Tue threatening and profpect of mifery is un- 
defirable to all. ‘To every one, means of deliv. 
erance from mifery are acceptable. After hearing 
a defcription of eternal pain, to which all are ex- 
pofed, without a falvation of grace, the poflibility 
of efcape mutt be a pleafing truth. Thus far the 
mind may go without any felf-denial. It may in- 
dulge in prefent fin—be in full oppofition to the 
doctrines and precepts of the gofpel ; and ftill be 
highly pleafed with the truth, that there is a way 
through Curis, in which eternal mifery may be 
efcaped. Crist may appear lovely as a deliy-. 
erer from natural evil. ‘This is not uncommon 
for thofe who live under gofpel light. Neither is 
it uncommon for them, to miftake this notion of 
excellence in the Redeemer, for that preciouf- 
nefs which a true believer fees in his character. 
In this cafe, neither the real evil of fin, nor the 
guilty ftate of every unpardoned finner, nor 
the true excellence of the Saviour, are feen. 
‘There is only a diftant apprehenfion of one who 
will deliver from a diftant danger ; and it isfup- 
poled he will be very precious when the danger _ 
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comes near. All this paffes in the mind without 
any clear apprehenfions of fin, of guilt, anda 
lovelinefs of character in the redeeming Gop. 
It is in this loofe way that unholy men may love 
Curist ; and their fuppofed fafety makes them 
fecure in fin. They are inattentive to their 
hearts, praifing Gop with the mouth while, in 
practice they deny him. 

Tuosz who dwell in Gon through Jzsus 
Curist, fee far different and greater glories in 
his character, and he becomes the object of their 
affection for more noble caufes. In him they fee 
the glory of a divine nature and love him as they 
love the Father. The mediatorial excellency 
_ with which they are delighted contains many par- 
ticulars, of which a principal one is, that he hath 
honored Gop—hath revealed him—difplayed his 
perfections—glorified his truth, juftice and good- 
nefs—caufed the divine attributes through his 
own face to fhine on benighted finners, and by 
the fame means brought the greateft honor to 
Gop, and a moft rich. falvation to the guilty. 
When divine honor is near the heart, CHRIst 
will be loved for having glorified the Father ; and 
in meditating on mediatorial excellence, this is 
felected as a reafon for admiring him. 


He loves Curist Jesus for having magnified 
the law, and made it honourable. 

Toa pure mind the law appears vety excellent, 
and being an expreflion of Gop’s moit holy will 
is an object of ardent love. Both the precepts 
and penalty of the law, are made more glorious 
than could be without the gofpel, and Curist 
is precious for having magnified the command- 
ment. Every chriftian heart is united to the 
commandment and all the means by which itis 
~ glorioufly difplayed, 
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thea Redeemer is precious to a holy mind, 
for the difplay he hath made of the nature, prin«_ 
ciples and end of divine government. It is thro” - 
the Son, that Gop’s infinite wifdom and goodnefs _ 
and the perfection of his government are brought 
into the fulleft light. Whatever the law fays, 
the gofpel approves ; whatever nature difcovers, 
the gofpel confirms ; and it ftill goes further in 
difplaying the glories of GopHEap—the excel. 
lence of his perfections—his great defign in cre- 
ation——the pure maxims of his univerfal govern- 
ment—the perfect juftice and mercy of that ad- 
miniftration, which flows from his nature and 
partakes of his holinefs—the vaft amount of blef- 
fednefs, which will be communicated from him to 
his furrounding family—and his fixed purpofe, 
as he hath begun, fo to govern forever. Thefe 
are the greateft caufes of chriftian: alia tothe 
Mediator. 

Wuitr gratitude for perfonal favors is curl 
in the pious S heart ; the honor of Gop, his law. 
and his government, which is promoted through | 
the Saviour, produces a ftill higher affe&tion to 
the Redeemer. ‘Thus Curist is precious and 
beloved by all who believe—thus he is loved for 
having glorified the Father—magnified the law— 
revealed the kingdom—and united in himfelf 
both the things in heaven and the things inearth. 
In admiration of this vaft obje@, the chriftian for- 
gets himfelf and rejoices in Gop alone-—How 
different is this delight in CuristT, from the love 
exercifed by an unfanétified mind! How differ-. 
ent from a love of him for fake of the loaves ! 
How different from loving him through the falfe. 
notions, that he hath lowered down the require. 
ments of the law, or repealed its penalties, or 
died for us in particular. All thefe notions may» 
-confift with the pride of human nature, and 
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without any true apprehenfion of the moral glo- 
ries inGoDHEAD, which emanate from him to the 
knowledge of creation, through his law, gofpel, 
and univerfal government, 


athly. Att the dottrines of the gofpel are 
delightful to a chriftian. The divine {cheme of 
grace is according to the will of Gop, according 
to his holy nature, and in all refpects worthy of 
infinite purity. The obligation to holinefs, fub- 
miffion, renunciation of ourfelves, and a perfect 
obedience to the law, is greater on every creae 
ture after hearing the gofpel than it could be be- 
fore. It is this which caufes fo many objections 
to the evangelical fcheme, and divides a world 
profefledly chriftian, in their opinion of its doc- 
trines. All men to whom doétrinal inftruction 
comes will go fome length towards receiving it. 

Feeling guilt and mifery, when the news of de- 
 liverance is announced, it is acceptable. When 
they are told, that falvation is through a facrifice 
of himfelf made by the Son, and that Gop is 
very merciful in this way, it is {till acceptable, 
Indeed they will go every length in approbation, 
until called to part with fin—give up their un- 
holy pleafures——humble themfelves that Gop may 
be all in all—and be holy as he is holy. Here 
is the parting point between miferable finners 
and the gofpel of grase. Here arifes an oppofi- 
tion to evangelical doétrines, which hath divided 
the profeffing chriftian world into parties. Thefe 
perfons are not chriftians indeed. They with de- 
liverance from a law terrible to them, while they 
cleave to the very temper which is forbidden, 
They do not rejeé& chriftianity, but do not relifh 
fuch a fyftem of united grace and holinefs. They 
make various attempts 0 feparate from the 
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{cheme of mercy, fuch doétrines as odin - 
pallatable ; ma build a fuperftructure of faith, 

which will fave without humbling them fo low, 
and without that holinefs, which confecrates to 
Gop the whole being and all the fervice of 
the creatures. 


Ir is not thus with the chriftian indeed. . Ev- 
ery doctrine of revelation is an obje€t of his af- 
fection, and he doth not wifh any article of faith 
or practice to be changed. He fees the excel- 
lence of truth in every doétrine, and feels the 
whole to be worthy of Gop and applicable to 
the wretched ftate of fallen finners. He believes 
the depravity which is charged on men—feels it 
in himfelf—and beholds it in his fellow creatures. 
He fees that no other gofpel could glorify Gon, 
fanctify the unholy, and forgive the guilty. He 
wifhes'falvation, in a way,that will give to Gopall 
the glory both of purchafing and applying ; fo 
that the doctrines of atonement, free juftification, 
divine fovereignty, renovation by the Spirit of 
the Lord, abiding in Curist by faith, and doin 
all for the glory of Gop, are the very wien 
which bind him faft to the fcheme of grace. 
With great humility of heart he rejoices in this 
fy{tem of mercy, and knows the whole to be 
worthy of infinite wifdom and love. = 

I may, particularly, mention the chriftian _“ 
trine of felf-denial, as one which gives pleafure 
to a fanétified heart. CurisT often told his fol- 
lowers, that unlefs they denied themfelves and took 
up the crofs they could not be his  difciples. To 
deny a few worldly pleafures, or bear {ome occa. 
fional worldly evils without murmuring a 
Gop, is not the whole that is meant by thefe pre- 
cepts. Itis difficult for unholy minds to go only 
thus far, and further they never go. The mean- 
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ing of the doétrine—the true chriftian felf-denial 
is to give up ourlelves; not only to bear fome 
hard things,and deny fome worldly pleafures, 
which may be done on lucrative principles, in 
expectation of a future repayment; but to give 
up our whole felves, and willingly become noth- 
ing that Gop may be all inall. This doétrine 
of felf-denial is pleafant to all who are renewed 
through the gofpel of our Lord Jesus Curist, 
and their happinefs is moft perfect, when all their 
powers, faculties, and exertions are abforbed in 
devotion to Gop, and the fervice of his holy an 

righteous kingdom. - 


_ 5thly. Iv is the law of Gop, “ Thou foalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself” —‘* Beloved, let us love one 
another : for love is of Gop ; and every one that lov- 
eth, is born of Gov, and knoweth Gon.” Alo our 
text faith, ** He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
Gop.” 

Aut the holy are proper objects of a compla- 
cent love, and all our intelligent fellow creatures 
of a benevolent affection; both of which are 
found in the heart of every chriftian. A love of 
Gop and of our neighbour are neceflarily and 
uniformly connected ; fo that the abfence of one, 
in all cafes, determines the other to be wanting. 
The heart, which choofes Gop, will love his 
kingdom, his rational image, and the fubjects ca- 
‘pable of happinefs, who have been created by his 
power and goodnefs. Hence, it pertains to the 
chriftian temper to be kindly affecétioned one to 
another, and to embrace every opportunity of do- 
ing whatever may be for the prefent or eternal 
benefit of others. This enlargement of heart 
flows from the fanctifying grace of Gop, and will 
be found in his people, in proportion as his Spirit 
dwellethin them, Confined affeCtions are a moft 
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certain evidence of our wanting the Spirit of Jx- 
sus Curist. Brotherly love is effential to the 
temper of a difciple, and will do good on every 
opportunity to every creature—the whole family 
of heaven and earth, which is created and pre- 
ferved from thie fulnefs of eternal love. 

HeENcE, in the divine word, chriftians are def- 
cribed to be perfons, who overcome evil with 

.good—mourn with thofe who mourn and rejoice 
with the rejoicing—do good to all menlove 
and pray for their enemies—are pitiful—are 
courteous—whoabound in good works—feek the 
falvation of miferable and guilty fouls—and deny 
themfelves much, that many may be profited.— 
This comes from the nature and objects of chrif- 
tian love—a heart difpofed to do good in the moft 
extenfive manner, and to the greateft number of 
recipients. While deftitute of thefe feelings, 
it is vain for any to think themfelves the difciples 
of Gon’s Son. Unlefs we have hearts which 
feek for fubjeéts of happinefs, and defires which 
fpread through earth and afcend to heaven in 

kind affection, we are not the brethren and imi- 
‘tators of him who died on the crefs to fave his 

enemies. 


I m1GHT proceed to many particulars, in def- 
cribing the objects of chriftian affeGtion and love; 
but enough have been mentioned, to give a gen- 
eral idea, of the union between all holy fouls and. 
the glorious kingdom of holinefs. 

In the moral conformity and exercife of love, 
confifts the union and communion of Gop, of 
angels and the redeemed faints. "The words of 
our text defcribe a wonderful truth—a wonder- 
ful kingdom—a wonderful heaven of holinefs 
and joy, where all are united in charaéter and af- 
fection. This union of affection is begun by 
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the chriftian fanctification—it is the kingdom of 
heaven already commencing in the heart, which 
fhall progreflively increafe until the complete un- 
ion in heaven, where all fhall dwell in the piving 
Love, and he fhall fill every foul with the eter- 
nal, the lifegiving action of his holy fpirit. 
Curist often fpoke of his Father and himfelf 
being one in his people, and of their being one 
in him; alfo in the fcriptures there are many de- 
{criptions of this union, all of which lead our 
minds to the glorious fubje€t contained in the 
text, the -mutual indwelling of Gop and his peo- 
ple by the perfection and union of holinefs, thus 
forming the great kingdom of holinefs which is 
the object of chriftian love. 


Tuis indwelling of love is the moft correé& 
idea of heaven which can be attained in the pref. 
ent flate. Curiofity prompts many inquiries on 
the fubje&t. What is heaven? This queftion of- 
ten pafles both in holy and unholy minds.  Pre- 
fumptuous conjectures are hazarded, and falfe 
defcriptions are given, moft commonly according 
to the imperfect tafte of thofe who indulge them. 
Our revelation from Gop tells us nothing on 
this fubjet, merely to gratify curiofity ; but ev- 
ery thing which is neceffary for our preparation. 

Heaven is a moft holy ftate. It is the indwel- 
ling of Gop in the foul, by the fanctifying ener- 
gies, and the communicated fenfe of his love. It 
is all the active and affectionate powers of the 

foul going forth in love to Gor himfelf, and to 
the kingdom which is according to his will. The 
beginning of this in the heart, is that dawning of 
heaven in the foul, which is permitted to the fons 
of Gop in the prefent world. It is the formation 
of the kingdom within them which fhall grow in- 
to eternal glory. It is an all-fatisfying good, 


therefore the difciple faid, Show ys the ile 
it fufficeth us, fhow us the glory of Gop—bring_ 
" us near to it by communion—bring his love down 
into our hearts—and draw forth our moft fervent 
love to him, and it is all we need or ever can re« 
ceive. This is the only blefled and glorious 
heaven a good mind can with. The defire of 
chriftians is always for a greater fulnefs of what 
they have begun. to tafte, ‘and not for any enjoy: 
ment of a new kind. 


Tue fubject is well adapted to affift us in felf- 
examination. Ina point of fo great confequence, 
as eternal falvation or the lofs of it muft be, we 
ought to bring our expectations to the fevere cor+ 
rection of truth, and to do it frequently. The 
fuppofed chriftian, who is unwilling to examine 
himfelf, and hear rules of trial brought clofe to 
his heart and confcience, difcovers his own <— 
cerity. 

We have confidered fome principal abjokts of 
chriftian love, and thence inferred a defcription 
of the heavenly ftate and bleffednefs. If thefe be 
the objects of our own love, there is fufficient 
evidence of our gracious union to Gop, whovis 
reigning in his holy kingdom, and bringing fin- 
ners to himfelf through his Son Jesus’ CHrist. 
He is ever glorious in the eyes of his faints—their 
moft revered and beloved king. The véice of 
their hearts is, ** Ob, that I knew where I might 
find him, that I might come even to his feat,” and this 
defire is not confined to days of profperity. — Job 
expreffed it in days of affli€tion, and fo will every 
chriftian. Though bruifed by the ftrokes of the 
Lord’s hand, inftead of contending with his right- 
eoufnels, che? Heart iGaraienstOe hia by a-confi- 


dence in his wifdom, and the Keer 
nature. None can deny the moft glori 70D 
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himfelf to be the chief objeé&t of chriftian love. 
Is it not a law of human action to feek the objeéts 
we love? To be prefent with them, if poffible, 
and converfe with them by meditation in a ne- 
ceflary abfence? Is it not thus with the earthly 
objects of our choice ? We feek them to be near 
us, and when feparated by time or diftance, our 
thoughts ftill purfue, and every little circum- 
ftance around us, is eagerly caught, to make 
their images prefent with us. Do we thus feek 
the Lord? Is he prefent in our thoughts? Are 
we looking for him in his works of nature and 
providence? Do we witha daily pleafure obferve 
the marks of his being and attributes, which are 
engraved on all he does; and feeing them do our 
affections afcend to him? Certainly, if we loved 
him this would be the cafe. Our converfation is 
in heaven, {aid the apoftle. There our thoughts 
and affections afcend, feeking him who is the ob- 
ject of our fupreme love. When he vouchfafes 
to meet our feeking hearts, and bring us into his 
“banqueting houfe, and fhine around:us with the 
light of his glory, it feems like a heaven begun. 
on earth. Enough of this, is perfect bleflednefs 
and glory. Thofe, who do not-feel thefe ef- 
feéts of chriftian love, are in an unfafe flate. 
‘They may profefs—they may hope—they may do 
many vifible duties ; but the whole is defective 
if the heart be not joined in love to Gop. Where 
‘there is this union of holy affection he will be re- 
membered by day and by night, and all his laws 
will be obeyed. 

By the word seaven, men in general mean a 
{tate of perfect happinefs ; fo that from the ap- 
prehenfions of that ftate, which they wifh to el- 
tablifh, the moral condition of their hearts may 
be very ftrongly conjectured. ‘Thofe, who are 

“dlifpofed to conceive artificial arrangements and 
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natural beauties to be the principal glory of heay- 
en, and feclude a conftant view and enjoyment. 
of Gon’s glorious holinefs, do thereby evidence 
their want of union to him, and of a preparation” 
for divine communion. To a holy mind, the 
conftant view of infinite rectitude, with opportu- 

nity to adore and praife, will be a moft pleafing 

part of the heavenly life. 


' Furtuer, Thofe,who drop Jzsus Casi 
from their life of daily religion, cannot be chrif- 
tians indeed. Many are willing to have him for 
a diftant Saviour, and depend on a fcheme of 
grace introduced by infinite wifdom through 
him; who, neverthelefs, do not with to dwell 
with him, to have him reign in their hearts, and 
go to him conitantly for ftrength to ferve Gop 
and refift their own lufts, To every one who, 
believes, he is precious—his prefence is fought— 
he is their fpiritual life as well-as the way to the 
Father—and their hearts mourn his abfence. 
They feel their {trength to be from him, and that 
when his aid is withdrawn they are cold in duty. 
and backflide to the world. If our fuppofed re+ 
ligion, be of -fuch a kind, as can be fupported 
without a daily intercourfe with Jesus CHRIST, 
it is not that evangelical holineis to which the 
promifes are made. 

UnuoLy men may love thofe, who, they fs 
pofe love them and promote their interefts, On 
this principle a multitude of infincere perfons fol. 
lowed Curist when he was on earth. They 
were tempted by the loaves, and not drawn’ by 
the moral glory of his charatter. As greata 
multitude have followed him profeflionally ever 
fince, who love him, only becaufe they think he 
hath loved and received them. Selt-love. coed 


carry mena great length, in praifing th 
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pofed deliverer from eternal mifery ; and when 
they add to the account an immortal inheritance, 
in which they expect to receive high dignity, the 
felfith affections may break forth in rapturous 
hofannas. Crist may be thus received with. 
out any union of heart to him and his kingdom ; 
and he is loved only for the gifts he hath to be- 
ftow. The glory, that is fuppofed to be feen, 
is in the gifts and not in the character of the giv- 
er. Atk the felfith believer why he lovesCuristT? 
His heart will reply. He hath loved me, hath 
died for me, hath delivered me from eternal mif- 
ery, has given me eternal glory. Who can re- 
frain praifing and loving one, that offers fo many 
benefits. Propofe the fame queftion to a fandi- 
fied chriftian, and his heart will reply, Behold 
the glory of the Gop man Mediator! See how 
excellent he is in himfelf! Ofall the benefits he 
can beftow on a guilty creature, a permiflion to 
behold, to praife and glorify him, is the greateft. 
I love him for his worthinefs ; I receive him, be- 
ing irrefiftibly drawn by his excellence. In felf- 
examination, the greateft care ought to be ufed, 
to diftinguith thefe two kinds of love. It is to 
be feared, that by not attending to this diftinc. 
tion, many are deceived, and falfely. think they 
are united to the kingdom of Curist. Under 
this delufion, natural affection may rife to great 
warmth, and cry, come fee my zeal for CurisT; 
though the whole be no more than zeal for felf- 
intereft. 


WE ought, alfo, to examine ourfelves by our 
apprehenfions of the divine law.—If the law ap- 
pear pleafant and good, and its duties be our 
meat and drink, we may rejoice in hope.—If we 
love the kingdom of Gop and with - to ferve it 

Gg 
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forever, it will be given to us.—If we love the 
brethren, we are born of Gop, and fhall dwel, 
with him and with them forever more. Ma 
we all be infpired by the chriftian profpeéts and 
promifes, to purify ourfelves and grow in love 
unto eternal glory. AMEN. 


LILI RRR a gt tat yn 


—————— a 


SERMON XV. 


Chriftian doétrines reafonable. 


ROMANS Xii. 1. 
—Wauicx is your reafonable fervice. 


FQ HE duty, which is here faid to be a reafona- 
ble fervice, is to prefent our bodies a living 
facrifice, holy, acceptable to Gov. Our bodies are 
particularly mentioned in the exhortation, ftill 
it doubtlefs extends to the whole man, for holi- 
nefs is eminently a quality of the mind; and the 
next verfe, explaining the duty, fays, Be ye tran/- 
formed by the renewing of your mind. It is a rea- 
fonable thing, that the whole man, both body 
and fpirit, in all his faculties and powers, and the 
perpetual application of them, fhould be confe- 
crated to his moft glorious Creator and Saviour. 
This is required by the laws of religion, and eve- 
ry good man both feels and rejoices in the obli- 
gation. His heart never rifeth againft the duty, 
except in certain hours of backfliding, for which 
he is afhamed of himfelf, and feels guilty in the 
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fight of Gop, when reclaimed by the power,of 
his grace. *. 


ALTHO’ our text, in the apotheke exBartalamt 
applies {pecially to the duty of felf-confecration ; 
I fhall give a larger {cope to this difcourfe, and 
endeavour to fhow that all the doétrines and du- 
ties of chriftianity are reafonable—approved by 
a found judgment and honeft heart—and ufeful 
for the glory of Gop, and the beft good of his 
creation. 

In this rebellious world, every kind of objec- 
tion is made againft the rights of Deity and duty 
of creatures. Some openly efpoufe the reign 
and the pleafures of fin; and many, under a pro- 
feffed friendthip, either infidioufly undermine the 
doctrines of grace and holinefs unto the Lord, 
or by their practice deny the confeflion of their 
lips. _Whateyer their words may be, their prac- 
tice tells us, the doctrines and duties’ of revela- 
tion are not reafonable. Doubtlefs, their prac- 
tice is the moft true expreflion of their hearts. 
If circumitances. could be fo changed as to re- 
move a fear of Gop and men, by which there is 
a prefent reftraint, they would openly avow  reli- 
gion to be unreafonable, both in. its doétrines 
and duties. 

I am fenfible the pious, believing ” chcidgon 
doth not need conviction, that the faith and prac- 
tice of the gofpel are reafonable. His heart is 
made honelt, and approves whatever-reafon ap- 
proves. It is the rational fitnefs of chriftian doc- 
trine and duty by which he is charmed, and made 
fervent in ipirit ferving the Lord. Although 
fuch can be in no want of evidence to reconcile 
them to their duty ; it may inereafe the warmth 
of their pure affections, and renew a see 
which they have often felt, to review the gloriot 
fitnefs of their Lord’s doétrine and con 
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ments. Andas the molt fincere are expofed to 
very painful temptations, it may fortify them a. 
gainft thofe dark hours, in which the powers of 
fin, are loofed againft them, to try the ftrength 
of their confidence and love. 

Ir is not expected that perfons of an oppofite 
character, whofe hearts are wedded to themfelves 
and their fins, will cordially feel that religion is 
a reafonable fervice ; or its doctrines worthy of a 
Gop, who hath infinite reafon. Prejudiced, by 
an evil heart of unbelief, they’ are continually 
combating, even the weak and partial conceflions 
of their own reafon which are favorable to the 
chriftian doctrine. Their intelligence is more 
than mifapplied, for it directly impugns the 
wifdom of Gop, calling his doétrines foolifhnefs, 
and his requirements hard fayings. How ftrange 
the appearances in a finful world! Wicked crea- 
tures rebelling againft a good Gop ; weak crea- 
tures again{t a Gop of infinite power ; unhappy 
creatures oppofing the only means for perfect 
peace; and creatures who glory in their reafon, 
often denying the reafonablefs of that {cheme of 
government and grace, by which infinite wifdom 
brings the greateft honor to Gop and _makes his 
kingdom moft happy.—Thefe fad effects of fin 
ever have been, and ever will be, where there are 
apoftate creatures. But notwithftanding this, 
Gop is glorious in all counfels. The cavils of 
enmity and error are unfounded. On candid 
examination, it will appear, that every doctrine 
advanced, and every duty required, in the holy 
oracles, are reafonable. They are approved by 
common fenfe and an honeft judgment; and 
ufeful to the great interefts of fociety. 

In illuftrating the fubjeét, I thall diftinguifh 
between the doétrines and duties of chriftianity ; 
and concerning each of them endeavour to fhow, 
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that they are reafonable, worthy of Gop, and 
confiftent with fuch laws of natural exiftence: 
can be determined with certainty. Alfo, that 
they all tend to happinefs or natural good. 

By doétrines, are meant, things to be believ- 
ed; by duties, things to be done, 

Ax. the doétrines of chriftianity are reafon- 
able ; and thofe which are known only by reve- 
lation, harmonize with fuch laws of natural ex- 
iftence, as can be determined with certainty. 

In this difcourfe, the word reafonable doth not 
mean pleafing to the heart. It is a well known 
truth, that the moft reafonable duties are very 
difagreeable to an unholy mind. They never 
can be otherwife, until the heart is changed by 
the power of divine grace. H any, when they 
call the doctrines and precepts of Gop unreafon- 
able, mean unpleafing to themfelves; we con: 
cede it in the fulleft extent.” We beg them to 
confider their own awful fituation, fo long as they 
are difpleafed with the infinite reafon and wifdom 
of Gop. It is a condition of heart without hope 
and peace. It is, further, believed that many 
who join with the irreligious multitude, and ob- 
je& againft the equity of chriftian faith and prac- 
tice, are wholly governed by the talte of their 
own hearts. ‘The only argument they can bring 
againit it, is this, we are not pleafed with it, it 
doth not delight us, and to receive it, we muft 
part with many things we love. 

A poctrine, which men are unable to coms 
prehend, may be very reafonble. This ts proved 
by the different rational powers imparted to man- 
kind. A doétrine, which is myfterious to one 
perfon, through the weaknefs of his reafon v= 
may, in the view of another, be intelligible and 
glorioufly rational. If it were not thus, all thofe 
truths of infinite wifdom, which are high above 
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the underftanding of mortal men, might be im- 
peached as folly. In fhowing the reafonablenefs 
of chriftian doctrines, we do not expect to ex- 
plain them in their whole extenfion to the weak 
reafon of men. It is enough to fhow their ufe- 
fulnefs, and that they do not imply an impoffi- 
bility, nor contradict other truths which are more 
plainly evidenced to our underftanding ; and this 
is the cafe with all chriftian doétrines. | 

Some doé¢trines are fupported by evidence both 
natural and revealed; others, only by a revela- 
tion from infinite truth. It is the latter which 
impiety firft attacks, becaufe, it is fuppofed they 
may be moft eafily confuted. The exiftence of 
a holy Gop is the moft difagreeable of all truths 
to an unholy mind ; {till fome acknowledge this, 
who affect to deny the Trinity and an Incarna- 
tion. If there were no natural evidence of the 
fupreme exiftence, depravity would make men as 
ready to deny his being, as they be to difcredit 
the Trinity, that peculiar and glorious manner of 
exifting, in which the fcheme of redemption o- 
riginated. All truth depends on the exiftence 
and character of Gop. 


1. Tue character, which is given of Gon in 
the chriftian fcriptures, is moft reafonable and 
glorious. 

Tue being of a Gop, is not a doctrine peculiar 
to chriftianity. The belief of it is among hea- 
then, and over the face of the earth where chrif- 
tianity hath not been yet received. But when 
they knew Gop, they glorified him not as Gop, 
by fuch defcriptions of his nature, charatter, 
counfels and will as are worthy of an infinite and 
moft holy being. Things the moft debafing, 
puerile and impure have been afcribed to the 
Almighty firft caufe, by heathen fuperftition and 
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fin. This hath been the cafe, among highly dy- 
ilized people, who were eminent in refinement 
and arts, as well as among barbarous tribes. It 
proves the ufefulnefs of a revelation in eae 
men to fee the natural evidence of Gop’s mo 
holy character. 

How pure! how reafonable and glorious the 
revealed character and will of Gop!— 

A BEING eternal, infinite in power, ‘every 
where prefent, omnifcient and moft wife. A be- 
ing independent and felf-exiftent, who created 
and preferves all things according to the counfel 
of his own will. .A being of infinite goodnefs, 
whofe name is love, and whofe tender mercies 
are over all his works. His fovereignty is the 
powerful ordering of infinite righteoufnefs; and 
becaule his motives can be drawn from no other 
fource which is permanent and good, he pry? 
them from within himfelf. 

Hz is raifed above partiality, above EASES 
above the poflibility of defiring what is unwife, 
or doing what is evil. 

He confiders his only glory to confiftin being 
and in doing good, and is moft glorified when 
his kingdom is moft bleffed. All the terrors 
which he hath prepared, whether they, .be tem- 
poral or eternal, are defigned to aid the operations 
of love—to fhow its excellent and glorious na- 
ture—and make his holy kingdom the moft like 
to himfelf in a pure bleflednefs. This is the fum 
of thofe perfections and counfels, which Gop 
hath afcribed to himfelf in his'word. Can there 
be a more perfect, more lovely, -more glorious 
character? The juftice which unrighteous men 
hate, and guilty men fear, according to. Seite 
_unerring defcription is the acting og ood 
and if it did not exift, a univerfe now g Sa n 


bleffednefs, would be a univerfe of j we a i 


' 
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ror. Is not this revealed character of Gop moft 
reafonable, moft glorious ? Compare with it the 
notions of divinity which have been formed by 
heathen fin; or by the few inftances of infidel 
reafon feattered in chriftian lands ; how debafed ! 
how impure they appear !—And all their defcrip« 
tions in contradi¢tion to natural light, are col« 
oured with the bitternefs of their hearts, It ap« 
pears moft clear, that feeing the truth and right. 
eoufnefs of Gor, they were ftill ignorant of his 
lovelinefs—and his goodnefs which they knew, 
and daily experienced was the objeét of their 
dread, and the alarm of their confciences, 


adly. Ir is reafonable that Gop fhould give ta 
men a revelation of himfelf and his counfel. 

Tue notion that reafon fuperfedes the need of. 
revelation fhows great philofophical ignorance, as 
well as corruption of heart. What is reafon, 
but a power of judging and determining truth, 
from evidence prefented before the mind? Rea- 
fon cannot judge between truth and falfehood 
without evidence. What is revelation but evi- 
dence of truth? Revelation is none the lefs ne» 
ceflary becaufe men are rational creatures, for 
without evidence reafon would be a ufelefs gift, 
We may as well argue againft the natural evi- 
dence in creation and providence, as we may a 
gainft the revealed, and fay, man is a rational 
creature and therefore doth not need it. The 
objection againft revealed light, becaufe men have 
reafon, moft evidently arifes from an oppofition 
of heart to the truth, and of courfe, to the evi- 
dence by which it is difcovered. 


FurTHuRR, it is reafonable for Gop to give us 
more evidence of truth than we find in creation 
Hh 
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and his providential government. There are 
many ways and kinds of evidence. We find this 
to be the cafe, in prefent things ; and why not, 
alfo, with refpect to the things of an unfeen Gop, 
of his government and eternity to come. Can 
truth be too well known, our duty too plainly 
marked out, or our aflurance too ftrongly built ? 
Can we know too much of Gop and his ever- 
lafting counfels in which we are interefted? The 
~ ebjection againft revelation, becaufe fome of the 
truths which it contains, are alfo evidenced to us 
in another way, is fo contrary to common fenfe, 
and to what every honeft mind would with and 
call a favor, that we cannotafcribe it to any caufe 
but enmity againft Gop. As evidence increafes, 
the evil heart is wounded, and denies the need of 
light becaufe its deeds are evil 

FURTHER, many truths which are neceflary 
for the glory of Gop and good of men, can be 
communicated only by a revelation. This is the 
cafe with fundry chriftian doctrines. The Trin- 
ity of GopHEaD, the Incarnation, and the man- 
ner of Redemption thro’ the blood of Curis, 
are doctrines of importance to guilty finners. A 
revelation appears to be the only poflible way of 
communicating them to our knowledge, fo that 
our faith may give ftrong confolation.-’ It is not 
conceived how creation, on its prefent conftruc- 
tion ; or providence, on the principles of divine 
acting, could teach thefe things. And was Gop 
under obligations to ufe only one manner of in. 
ftructing? Or hath he no truth, ufeful for us, 
and glorious for himfelf, but what our weak rea- 
fon might learn from the works of nature? To. 
pretend this, is trifling with Almighty power and 
wifdom, and treating the great Jenovan with 
greater indignity, than one guilty and weak crez 
ture would be willing to receive from anc 
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How ftrangely finful pride {wells itfelf againft 
Gon’s wifdom, juftice and goodnefs! This is its 
nature, and it will continue to fwell, until the 
Lord is pleafed to fhut its mouth. 

Ir is a moft merciful and reafonable thing in 
Gop, to give us abundant evidence of his nature 
and will, of his government, and of our own duty 
and end. ' ae 

THERE yet remains an infinite feries of truth 
in the divine underftanding, which is unknown 
by creatures, and which his goodnefs will incline 
him to communicate to them, as they can receive 
it. Infinite wifdom will determine the progrefs. 
of ways, means and times, by which it can be 
beft done. This will be a work for eternity. 
Thofe who do not like to retain a knowledge of 
Gop in their minds, will think the new lights of 
the world to come, to be as unneceflary as they 
_ now think a revelation to be. Every means of 
bringing the divine character and will into view 
will meet the oppofition of their hearts. 

Ir has been inquired, why, if a revelation be 
neceflary to anfwer the purpofes of infinite good- 
nefs, it was not givenin the beginning ? The 
queftion is unwife. It betrays, both a want of 
confidence in divine wifdom, and ignorance of 
the means by which the holy creation is formed 
and approximates to its final perfe¢tion. The 
_ way mutt be prepared for the communication of 
truth. One kind of evidence mutt precede to 
make the admiffion of another poffible. The 
hiftory of mankind, and their fins and miferies, 
for four thoufand years ; and of Gon’s dealings 
with them, was neceflary to prepare the human 
mind, for feeing the gofpel fcheme and doétrines, 
in the clear manner revealed by Crist and his 
apoftles. We may conclude, that truth is evi- 
denced to creatures, by all poffible means of in- 


j 
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{truction, and as faft as the: evidence can be 
formed and laid before them. This is illuftrated 
‘by the revelation we have received. How much 
- of it, which was obfcure at the time of giving, is 
now made plain by events in the divine govern- 
‘ment, which have intervened. How much ftill 
remains to be obfcure, which will be clearly un: 
derftood in the approaching ages. ‘The expref- 
fion is plain as can be, but obfcure to us through 
the want of illuftrating events in the providence 
of Gop. ‘We may therefore conclude, the evi- 
dence of truth bya revelation, hath been given, 
in the earlieft hour it could be received, and ina 
manner adapted to fill the world with the greateft 
light. 


adly. Tue Trinity of GopHe Ap is a pillar in 
the chriftian faith. bap 

ALTHO’ it be a deep and myfterious doétrine, 
it is not, on this account, the lefs reafonable. 
While the Trinity of Father, Son and Holy 
. Ghoft is moft clearly revealed in the feriptures, 
there is no attempt to explain it} which fuffi- 
ciently intimates, this glorious manner of divine 
fubfiftence to be above our comprehenfion. It is 
not ftrange that GopHean is incomprehenfible. 
‘Who can comprehend any one perfection of the 
fupreme nature. Wifdom, righteoufnefs, love 
and power, by their infinitude, become incom- 
prehenfible or myfterious to us. Neither, are 
myfteries confined to Gon’s effential being ; for 
the manner of our own exifting, and the works 
of nature are full of myfteries. We cannot tell 
how a plant grows; or the mind perceives, thro’ 
an external action on the organ of hearing. If 
‘myftery warrants infidelity, or renders faith un- 
reafonable, we mutt’ difbelieve the exiftence of 
Gop and creatures. i) ie — 
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Wuits the feriptural do&rine of a Trinity is 
myfterious, it is {till fo limited, as to be im no 
refpect incredible; and the revealed advantages 
refulting from it, both to the everblefled Gop 
and his creation, render our belief of it reafona- 
ble. His ‘Trinity is confiftent with his unity. 
‘Heis not three, in the fame fenfe, that he is one. 
‘He is not three in any fenfe inconfiftent with 
unity of counfel and action. He‘is not three, in 
- fuch a manner, as to produce counter obligation 
- on his creatures, divifton of interefts, or confufion 
of defign. He is not three, fo as to imply imper- 
fection or control, in either of the perfons in his 
glorious Trinity. 

Tue fupreme exiftence is moft perfect, and 
although his Trinity be myfterious, we may fee 
‘that it adds to his perfection, and may there- 
fore, be reafonably believed of an all perfe&t Gop. 

I wit inftance this in two refpects. 

1. Ir fhows that the divine obligation to moral 
rectitude, and his eternal choice of holinefs, a- 

_ rifes from the nature and manner of his own ex- 
_ -iftence. | 

adly. THis manner of exifting, admits the ex- 
ercife of mercy to guilty finners, in a way moft 
glorious for himfelf. . 

Tuis doctrine, fhows that the divine obliga- 
‘tion to rectitude, and his eternal choice of holi- 

- nefs arifes from the nature and manner of his ex- 
. -iftence. His nature is focial within himfelf. His 
' exiftence hath fuch focial relations within himfelf 
as imply moral obligation. The happinefs of his 
own glorious fociety, in the connexion of Father, 
Son and Spirit, required him to be holy, from 
eternity ; and he could, in no other way, be blefl- 

ed in himfelf. This internal, focial communion 
of Almighty Gon is defcribed in his word. The 
adorable 'perfons of his nature love, glorify, cov- 
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enant, promife and fulfil to each other. Of thi: 
the covenant of redemption and its execution, | 
aninftance. Here is fociety in its moft glorious : 
form, with all its refulting obligations and_ bleff- 
ednefs. 

Hence, we fee the high fource of moral ‘oblic 
gation, in the infinite ; alfo, in the focial nature 
of the everblefled Gop. The origin is moft fa- 
cred, and the divine willis inclined to virtue as 
neceflarily as he exifts. Rejoice O ye righteous 
for the Lord your Gop muft be holy. The law- 
ef holinefs which you love and are commanded 
to obey, flows from the manner of his incompre- 
henfible exiftence. 


an Tuis manner of exifting, admits the ex- 
ercife of mercy to guilty finners, in a way moft 
glorious for himfelf. 

Arrer the law of his own nature was violated 
by men, and they had become guilty and mifera- 
ble, his manner of exifting in Trinity, admitted 
the gofpel atonement, through which there is 
forgivenels of fin, and an acceptance to his bleff- 
ed prefence. Infinite wifdom muft judge in what: 
manner fin can be forgiven with fafety. Itis a 
queftion, in its nature, above human determina- 
tion; and we have no reafon to think forgive- 
nefs would be right; but through an atonement. 
Nor have we any reafon to fuppofe any other 
than the gofpel atonement, which depends 
wholly on Gop’s own Trinity of nature, could 
be adequate to the forgivenefs of fin, and pur- 
chafe of eternal glory. On this wonderful man-— 
ner of divine {ubfiftence, ftand both the law and 
the gofpel. It is the high, the peculiar truth of: 
chriftian revelation, and. goes far to enlighten us_ 
in the nature and counfels of Gop! 
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Bur this manner of exifting is myfterious.— 
We allow it. So alfo, is every divine attribute ; 
fo, are the works of nature around us; yea,a 
thoufand things, which we feel in our exiftence ; 
yet we do not reject them on this account. A 
myftery doth not imply a contradiction or impof- 
fibility. A myfterious truth muft be deemed 
reafonable, if it be implied in the perfection, and 
neceflary for the bleffednefs of an infinite nature; 
and alfo for the good of his intelligent univerfe. 
Ufefulnefs is always a prefumptive argument for . 
reafonablenefs. 


4thly. Tue incarnation of Jesus CurisT, is 
another myfterious do¢trine of the chriftian rev- 
elation, which its enemies wifh to reprefent as un- 
reafonable. 

Tuis doctrine defcribes the Mediator to be 
both Gop and man. The Son of Gop in pof- 
feffion of his whole divinity ; uniting with himfelf 
a perfect and innocent man, formed by his wif- 
dom, for the purpofe of difplaying divine sholi- 
nefs, atoning for fn, and fulfilling a righteouf- 
nefs, through which tranfgreflion may be glori- 
oufly pardoned. This union of the divine and 
_ human natures, is fuppofed to exift, in the higheft 
degree, without a communication of thofe attri- 
butes and properties to one nature, which were 
originally peculiar to the other. That itis a won- 
_ der, a myftery, a mighty work of Gop, all chrif- 
tians allow; but, that the belief of itis unreafon- 
able, doth not follow. If it-be poffible, and alfo 
ufeful ; it is worthy of Gop’s infinite reafon, 
wildom and goodnefs. 

Tue incarnation is poffible. 

THE man Curist Jesus, was acreature of 
Gop’s own forming. The power of creating, 
implies the power of afluming his workmanthip 


aor 
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into any kind of union with himfelf, that i is pleats 
ing tohis wifdom. The myftery ‘of this: union — 


between infinite and finite, is no greater to us, 4 
than the union between our own fouls and bo- 


dies, which no rational man will deny becaufe he 
cannot explain it. 

Tue incarnation is worthy of infinite wifdom. — 

Tus muft be determined, from the effects it is 
defigned to produce ; which are made known b 
the wordofGop. The effeéts are the oeut 
which can be conceived, and are worthy of infi- 
nite wifdom. Is it not worthy of Gop, to fave 
an innumerable company of guilty creatures, 
from eternal fin and mifery and bring them to a 
life of glorious and endlefs peace ? Is it not wor- 
thy of him to glorify himfelf and make his king- 
dom happy by the difplay of his perfe€tions, and 
thus enjoy the goodnefs of his own nature? Thefe 
are the effects of CHristT’s incarnation. Effeéts 
fo great and good muft be glorious for Gon; 
and though, in view of our weaknefs and guilt it 
is infinite condefcenfion, in view of the glory 


which Gop brings to himfelf, it is a moft credis — 


ble event. 

Tue facred evidence of this faét in the divine 
government is very great. That Jesus Crist 
was man cannot be doubted. He mutt alfo be 
Gop, for divine names the moft peculiar to Dei- 
ty, divine perfections and works, and a perfect. 
equality and likenefs to the Father are afcribed to 


him. He is called the Creator, and appointed — 


to be the Judge. Divine glory, in the redemp- 


tion of finners, made it reafonable this a{tonifh. " 


ing event fhould take place. 

"To finful mortals, who are filled with the rile 
of rank, it may appear degrading, for an infinite 
Gop thus to unite himfelf with a creature, B 
it doth not appear thus to. perfect wifdom | al 


hs 
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goodnefs. The jealoufy of rank cannot belong 
tohim. His majefty is the majefty of love ; and 
he is fearful in the praifes that will forever be of- 
fered to his condefcending mercy. 


5. Tue chriftian fcriptures declare the total 
corruption of human nature, and the doétrine is 
fupported by fuch evidence, as renders our belief . 
of it reafonable. | 

WE mutt a& direftly againft reafon and com- 
mon fenfe to deny this truth. There is evidence 
of eyery kind, which the nature of the cafe ad- 
mits ; and every thing which appears in men to 
be any better than total corruption, is accounted 
for in full confiftency with the doétrine. ‘The 
hiftory of the world, both facred and profane, 
proves this truth. All men have in praétice de« 
parted from Gop, and their’ attions have been 
fuch as evince an unholy heart. Eventhofewho . 
deny it in words, by'a manifeft diftruft of their 
fellow creatures, give proof of their own convic- 
tion; and fhow that their denial is a prejudiced 
bufinefs. In the rafhnefs of inconfideration, men 
may.do and fay any thing; but no confiderate 
man—no man whofe confcience appears to be in 
_lively exercife, dare deny his being naturally in- 
clined to do evil, evil only, and that continually. 
As the evidence of our total depravity, by nature, 
hath been given in a former difcourfe, I fhall not 
repeat it in this place ; only obferving, that if 
the chriftian fcriptures declared the purity of hu- 
man nature, finners themfelves, would allow this 
to bea fufficient reafon for rejecting them. 

THE introduction of fin hath been a point of 
difficulty in all ages. WHENCE CoMES EVIL, is 
a queftion which hath perplexed many, and will 
, continue to do this, until there is more confi- 

MALT wees Ti 
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dence in Gon’s wifdom and more fubmiffion to 


his fovereignty. But this difficulty doth not dif- 


prove the ftubborn faét of its exiftence. The 
plain and natural account of the introdu@ion of 
. fin, which is given in the fcriptures, mutt be al- 
lowed reafonable, until a more reafonable one is 
‘offered. It is prefumed, no one yen: ptetend, this 
hath yet been done. ‘ 

6thly. Ir isa doétrine of the chriftian ferip- 
tures, that Gop hath decreed whatfoever comes 
to pals. 

By this is meant, that in fovereign and holy 
wifdom, and by motives derived from within him- 
felf, he hath determined the whole fcheme of 
created exiftence, with all its parts, agents, their 
moral character, their demerits, and their end in 
everlafting happinefs or mifery. Alfo, that this 
determination is fo abfolute, there cannot be the 
fmalleft deviation from what he hath purpofed ; 
but the whole fhall come into exiltence, exactly 
‘according to his fupreme will, in the fucceflion 
and at the time he hath appointed, and ‘by fuch 
means as he hath predeftinated. 


I xnow that by aflerting this Iam on the er. 


bidden ground of fome, who, without doubt, be- 
lieve the chriftian feriptures; alfo, of the whole 
multitude who difbelieve, and whofe hearts are 
{till unhumbled by the fanctifying grace of Gop. 
But if this doctrine be moft exprefsly revealed:in 
the chriftiain {criptures ; if it be pleafing to a 
holy heart; if it be neceflary to prove there isa 
Gop of infinite perfection, and for the higheft 
good of the rational univerfe, it is reafonable to 
believe it. pnt 
Turis doétrine is moft clearly revealed. - sats 
Ir is written, He hath determined the times l 
appointed. Being predeftinated according to the 
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pofe of him who worketh all things after the counfel 
of his own will. Therefore hath he mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth, 
_ The counfel of the Lord fandeth forever. My coun- 

fel foall ftand, and I will do all my pleafure. The 
Lerd hath made all things for himfelf, yea the wicked 
for the day of evil. I form the light, and create 
darknefs ; I make peace and create evil, I the Lord 
do all thefe things. In thefe, with a multitude 
of other places, the fupreme efficience of Gon, 
acting according to his predeterminate counfel, 
is molt exprefsly afferted. 


Tue divine determination of all events, is a’ 
doctrine pleafing to a holy heart. 
 Tuere needs only a fufficient degree of love 
and confidence in Gop to make the do¢trine a- 
greeable. A holy mind can have no rational 
motive to oppofe the fovereign decrees of Gop. 
lf Gop be wife and good, and able to create 
and govern in the moft perfect manner, certainly 
it is beft this fhould be the cafe. We muft either 
deny thefe perfeGtions of Deity, or own the doc- 
trine to be excellent, or that our own hearts are 
not willing the beft fhould take place. Few will 
_ dare deny: the firft; andto own the laft impeaches 
the judgment, and denies any credit to be due 
to it. : 
Sucu a multitude of things have been faid, in 
this rebellious world, again{t the abfolute decrees 
of Gop, that it is not ftrange fome honeft minds 
, ‘fhould be prejudiced againft the doétrine. It is 
very poffible that a good man, through education 
and other powerful influence, fhould fometimes 
doubt’; but I am ready to appeal to the heart of 
the doubting good man,-and inquire of him. 
You are willing that a government the belt, even 
in the moft minute particulars, fhould take place 
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You believe Gop to be moft powerful, wife and 
good; yea, far more wife and good, than you 
have feen, or can conceive a creature to be. Is 
it not beft, that he fhould form and execute a 
plan of exiftence from eternity to eternity? 
Would you not truft this with him, fooner than 
with yourfelf or any other bemg? Under all 
things that happen, is it not a ground of joy to 
you that Gop reigns ; and if there were any e- 
vents, which you abfolutely knew to be without 
the fyftem of Gon’s decrees, would not this be. 
fufficient caufe for you to fear them? I am cer- 
tain every good mind, in anfwer to thefe quef- 
tions, will reply, the doctrine of Gon’s abfolute 
decrees is to be defired. We always find this 
doctrine is received with pleafure, by thofe who 
‘give other evidence of a holy, humble and fanc- 
tified temper. 

Tue doctrine of abfolute decrees is neceffary 
to prove there is a Gop of infinite perfeétion ; 

and for the greateft good of the created rational 
~ univerfe. 

Men often doubt concerning a | doétrine, ah 
out confidering the confequences, which will re- 
fult from a denial.of it. ‘To deny this doétrine, 
in its confequences, falls little fhort of denying 
the fupreme exiftence. Let thofe who. fear dan- 
gerous confequences, take the burden on them. 
felves, and fhow us a fcheme of belief, which de- 
nies the doétrine and is not followed with confe- 
quences much more to be dreaded than thofe 
which they oppofe. iM aa 

Let them fhow us an fans ali-srile, omnif- 
cient and moft perfect Gon, as they allow JeHo- 
vAH to be, acting without a plan. Let them 
fhow how it is confiftent with infinite wifdom to. 
create,a univerfe, without determining, in all re- 
ipedts, how he will govern it, to what ie he will , 


, 
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apply it, or what its ultimate condition fhall be. 
Or if he did determine thefe things, and hath 
not all within himfelf to effect his purpofe, or if 
it be poffible he fhould be difappointed ; let them 
fhow how this is confiftent, with an infinity of 
perfection both natural and moral. Let them 
fhow how foreknowledge can exift without fore- 
determination. By attending to thefe things, we 
mutt allow the abiolute decrees of Gop, by which 
all events from eternity to eternity, are determin- 
ed, made certain, and come to pafs according to 
his predeftination ; or we muft doubt the infinite 
perfections of GopHEAD. 

FurTHEr, this doctrine is neceflary to aflure 
the greateft good of the created univerfe. 
_ Tue abfolute and influential decree of infinite 
wifdom and goodnefs, is the only certain evi- 
dence we can have, that all things will be con- 
duéted and endin the beft manner. Go off from 
this ground,and we meet a gloomy uncertainty 
what will take place. If there be nota divine 
plan moft abfolutely determined ; or if this plan 
is liable to be fruftrated ; or if the ftate of crea- 
tures, in point of character, action and reward be 
not made unalterably certain, we can have no* 
_ affurance of any future glory. No individual can 
have {trong confolation, either for himfelf or the 
general {tate of the univerfe. Order may be turn- 
ed into confufion, light into darknefs, and hap- 
pinefs into mifery’; and this univerfal and with- 
out a remedy. The predetermining- decree of 
Gop, founded on the infinite perfection of his — 
nature, is our prime evidence, that all things will 
be beft.. 
* ‘Tuts doétrine of chriftian revelation muft be 
reafonable, if every good mind, underftanding 
the fubjeé, will rejoice in it; if the belief of it 
be neceflary, even to conceive a Gop of infinite 
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perfection ; ; and if it be required to affure us, that 
the univerfe will be ever preferved in the moft 
glorious condition. If the doétrine could be 
proved untrue, it would inftantly fpread a gloom 
over the aniverfe, which could not be diffipated. 
If the doctrine had been unknown and were now 
revealed, the humble, the holy and all who de- 
light in the character of Gop, would rejoice in 
the difcovery, as an era of light, beaming thro’ 
a whole eternity to come. 


7thly. Wen we come to confider thofe chrif- 
tian doctrines, which refpect the application of 
redeeming grace, they all appear to be glorious 
for Gop—worthy of his power—agreeable to 
his goodnefs—adapted to the real wants and 
miferies of mankind—and fufficient to raife them 
from death to life, from wretchednefs to peace 
and glory. 

FoRGIVENESS, and a renewal to holinefs are 
the two great things which finners need. Both 
thefe the chriftian {criptures afcribe to the power — 
_ and grace of Gop, through Jesus Curist. 

Wuar is there incredible in the doétrine of 
fanctification by the efficacious power of the 
Spirit ? Do we not need to be changed ? Do-we 
not need affiftance in turning from. fin to holi- 
nefs? Dowe not find our own evil will to be 
very unconquerable? Is not this the véry wretch- 
ednefs of finners ; that they will love their fin 
until Gop changes their hearts? Sinners ma 
imagine they can turn when they pleafe, but they 
will never pleafe to turn, until they are turned 
by Almighty power. ‘They turn from mifery 5 
but not from fin which is its caufe. Herein is 
their remedilefs fituation without Gop’s renew 
ing grace. ‘That gracious power of renew 
heart, changing the tafte, me the will, _ Wi 
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is contained in the gofpel, is one principal thing, 
by which it is adapted, to the relief of miferable 
finners, and makes our belief of it reafonable, 
A gofpel without the aid of divine renovation, 
though it were in all other refpeéts complete, 
would leave finners in the very {tate it finds them, 
under fin and fuffering, After Gop hath pre- 
pared the way to give his Spirit and work glori- 
oufly for himfelf, is it unworthy of him to create 
holinefs, in thofe hearts which are now utterly 
deftitute of it? Is it unworthy of his goodnefs to 
help the weak, enlighten the ignorant, purify the 
unclean, and give joy to thofe who have deftroy- 
ed and made themfelves miferable ? It cannot be, 
The doétrine glorifies his goodnefs, and is adapt- 
ed to the need of miferable men, therefore, our 
belief of it is reafonable. ‘To thofe, who have 
felt their fpiritual impotency, the doctrine ap. 
pears to be their only hope. By experience, 
they know the need of divine power to change 
the heart, and to give and fuftain the exercife of 
grace. ‘They know their own weaknefs, through 
remaining fin, and the power temptation hath 
over them ; fo that, if there were not a promife 
of gracious afliftance by the Spirit of Gon, they 
_ would {till defpair of eternal life. From the con- 
wiction of experience, they are difpofed to afcribe 
every thing, to an efficacious fanctification from 
above. 


Furruer, What is there unreafonable, in 
the doétrine of our juftification, by the free grace 
of Gop, through the righteoutnefs of Jzsus 
Curist? Certainly we need this: favor, for we 
are guilty, and ruined and miferable. There can 
be no objeétion to the doftrine, as being unne. 
ceflary for finners. So long as their own con. 
fciences condemn them, it cannot be doubted, 
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whether Gop may do it juftly. ‘To be patdon- 
ed and accepted by him mutt bea defirable things 
and who, without it, can appear happily before 
him? It is therefore ‘reafonable to believe we 
need this mercy. 

NEITHER is it unworthy of infinite epbtinels ! 
freely to juftify miferable finners, fince his wif- 
dom hath concerted and effeéted the means, of- 
doing it glorioufly for himfelf through the right- 
eoulnefs of Jesus Curist. Divine mercy is not 
an attribute, which will do a private favor at the 
expence of public good, and of his own glory as 
moral Governor of the univerfe. | Since, his wif- 
dom hath made it honourable for himfelf and 

‘fafe for his kingdom to accept finners, it cannot 
be thought unworthy of his dignity. Itis a work 
of goodnefs, and goodnefs is always honorable. 

- Goodnefs is the glory of Gop, and the more un- 
deferving the fubjects of mercy, the more he is 
glorified in the beftowment of his free’ and won- 
derful grace. 

Or is it unreafonabie that this mercy to fin- 
ners, fhould be granted through the righteoul- 
nefs of Jesus Curist ? 

Here human pride may have its objeétions,: 
and from an unwillingnefs to be dependant on 
grace, fo fovereignly purchafed and applied, may 
fay it is an unfit thing, for a finner to be accept- 
ed and glorified, through the righteoufnefs of 
another. But when we confider what is meant 
by this, all appearance of unfitnefs and inequity 
vanifhes. By ftanding in the place of finners, 
Curist did not become a finner, nor mar his 
own infinite purity. He did not relinquith any , 


are 


8 


pitude. He voluntarily fuffered that: cthieiasecigale 
be benefitted. And might he not reafonably en- 
dure pain for his own glory, the glory of his’ ‘fa. 

' / > ; : 


, 
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ther, and the procurement of eternal glory for 
multitudes who muft otherwife fuffer an eternal 
hell? In this gracious and glorious tranfaction, 
there is no transferal, either of fin or holinefs, 
which were a¢ted by one being ; fo as to become 
the fin or holinefs of another being. In the 
{criptural fenfe of this tranfaction, CurisT might 
reafonably put himfelfin the finner’s place. He 
might fuffer, to make peace on earth and bring 
glory to Gop in the higheft. 


AND may nota holy Gop, atting, reafonably, 
accept his fufferings and obedience, fo, as for the 
fake of them, to fanctify and forgive offending 
finners ? Gop takes.no delight in the death of 
the finner. Pain or mifery, confidered by itfelf, 
is not pleafing in his fight. In the penalty of 
the law, he appointed it, not for its own fake, 
but to difplay his holinefs, and maintain his gov- 
- ernment again{t the rebellion of fin. Whatever 

anfwers the end, for which the finner’s punifh- 
ment was ordained, may be accepted; and the 
-tranfgreflor may thus becomeacandidate for mercy. 
The facred obligation of the law, and all divine 
perfections are difplayed by. the fufferings and 
obedience of Jesus CurisT, fo, that forgivenefs 
maybe granted in a way glorious for Gop. The 
fixed holinefs of his nature and government, 
beam forth more brightly, through the life, 
‘death and obedience of his Son, than it poffibly 
could by the eternal execution of juftie, in thofe 
whom he is pleafed to forgive. In,.his cafe he 
may reafonably forgive through +}: righteouf- 
nels of his beloved Son. The dog ine is a won- 
derful difplay of divine love, and} ,ermits thofe 
fo hope, who might juftly be caft’ off forever. 
| ‘Kk . Eos’ 


- 
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Tuere are feveral other doétrines. pecu lar to 
the chriftian faith, which I fhall not at this time 
mention ; for it is prefumed, they neceffarily fol- 
low from thofe which have been noticed. — A 
fingle difcourfe, from its brevity, only admits 
hints on this glorious fubje&, which deferves a 
copious illuftration. Chriftianity claims, not on- . 
ly to be reafonable ; but to be glorioufly reafon- 
able, above every {cheme of faith or prattice, that 
hath been received in the world. Its reafonable- 
nefs is its great ftrength. The pure, great and 
good character, which it afcribes to Gop; the 
wonderful union, and ych difplay both of juttice 
and mercy, which is made in the way of falva- 
tion; the means it provides for making Gop 
glorious in forgiving ; the ability of the ‘Media- 
tor to fave to the uttermoft them who come to 
Gop by him ; its fufficiency for all the wants of 
guilty finners, will forever prove it to be the 
icheme of Gop’s own wifdom. 

Brine a finnér to penitence; to feel his guilt, 
his wants and miferies ; to i:haie what he is and 
what he deferves; and at this moment fet be- 
fore him every fcheme of religious faith that hath 
been in the world, and all the ways of render- 
ing a holy Gop propitious, he will fay, without . 
hefitation, give me the chriftian faith, give me 
Curist for a Saviour. H I can obtain this 
faith, in its true and fanétifying exercife, Gop 
will be glorious in forgiving, and I fhall be happy 
in receiving. This faith will give me all the ben- 
efits of a pure righteoufnefs ; and though Tam ~ 
a guilty creature, I may be pardoned ; though 23 
am a weak creature, I may be ftrengthened. It 
will give me a balm for every wound; and the 
_ oil of joy, for heavinefs, He will rejoice in hope 
of the glory of Gop, . eam or 


a 
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ALL, who reject the chriftian revelation, muft 
be under two infuperable difficulties, which are 
fufficient to caft a gloom over their moft cheerful 
hours. They have no expiation to offer to Gop, 

in their pleading for mercy, but their own fin- 
ful mortifications. They have no righteoufnefs 
to urge, but their own imperfect obedience. 
They have no aflurance from his own mouth, 
fin can ever be forgiven ; and taking it as granted 
that it may be, ftill, the manner how is left to 
théir own loofe conjecture. After they have 
fixed the point, that Gop is a good being, how 
can they be aflured, his goodnefs will difpofe him, ~ 
or make it a confiftent thing for him, to forgive 
finners who deferve to be rejected? This isa 
great difficulty which muft fpread a gloom over 
their death-bed. They muft think, though wefeel 
-penitence, it is not known for certainty, that 
- penitence will beaccepted; foreven goodnefs may 
require us to be eternally caft off. This isa trial 
which reafon can never furmount. They muft 
leave the world, either, in the fecurity of igno- 
rance and a hard heart; or, take eternity at for- 
lorn venture, it may be peaceful—it may be in- 
fupportable torment. Here, the chriftian be- 
liever may rejoice, in hope of mercy through an 
all-fuflicient Saviour, and relying on the promife 
of a moft true Gop. 

ANoTHER infuperable difficulty in the way of 
difbelievers. is this. They have a rational con- 
viction of fin. They have often refolved, and 
found their refolutions inefficacious. They have 
ufed means without avail. They have no prom- 
ife, no encouragement of a fanctifier. They be- 
lieve nothing of a purchafed and efficacious influ- 
ence, to aid their weaknefs, and fit them for near 
communion with a holy Gop. ‘Thefe are the 
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SERMON XVI 


_ Chriftian duties reafonable. 


ROMANS Xl. 1. 
—Wurcu is your reafonable Jervice. 


HE prefent is aday of great declenfion 
from chriftian faith and praétice, The 
number of difbelievers, compared with the whole 
number of men, who have a dottrinal acquaint- 
ance with the gofpel, is greater than it hath been 
in any paft period of time, fince chriftianity was 
publifhed. This is a wonderful and inftructive 
event. By the fulfilment of prophecy and other 
means, the evidence of truth is made greater than 
ever before. At this moment of increafing light, 
there is alfo increafing infidelity. ‘This fhows the 
folly of men, the nature of fin, and the weaknefs 
of means, when not accompanied with the effi- 
cacious fpirit. It isa proof, that men were never 
finful through want of evidence for their duty. 
Lest chriftians fhould be difcouraged, this 
defection was foretold in the fure word of proph- 
ecy, as a mark of the laft days, when Gop will 
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eome to avenge his injured caufe by heavy judg. 
ments on mankind, and prepare the way for a 
more pure ftate of his church. This abounding 
of corruption in faith and praétice, ferves, by 
way of contraft, to difcover the excellence of the 
chriftian religion. The incredulity and impiety 
of fome, together with the praétice proceeding 
from their unbelief, prove chriftianity, to be ne- 
ceflary for the peace of the world. It muft be 
more neceflary for peace in the world to come. 
This conflié will end in a full demonftration, 
that chriftian dorines and duties are reafonable, 
and worthy of divine wifdom. 

Tue reafonablenefs of chriftian doétrines or 
articles of belief, was confidered in the laft dif- 
courfe. Some of the moft important were men- 
tioned, and thofe particularly, which-are myfte- 
rious to human underftanding. The more we 
examine them; the more clearly it will appear, 
their myftery doth not imply contradiétion, nor a 
natural impoflibility. They elevate our concep- 
tions of Gop’s natural and moral fulnefs, and 
provide a remedy for the mifery of finful men, 
in a way confiltent with divine glory. No other 
{cheme of belief admits a Gop of fuch tranfcend- 
ent excellency, and a created kingdom of fuch 
_ purity and peace. Therefore, a belief of chrif- 
tian doétrines is reafonable; ‘This being admit- 
ted, it goes far to prove the duties of chriftianity 
io be reafonable ; and to this point the prefent 
difcourfe will be devoted. : ‘th 


Aux the duties of chriftianity, whether moral 
or evangelical ; whether arifing from natural re- 
lations or pofitive inftitutions are a reafonable 
fervice. ; 5 
.  Brrore thefe duties are mentioned, I mn ft 

be permitted to addrefs a clafs of perfons, many 
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in number, whofuppofe chriftiantyi istheir religion, 
and intend to die in this faith, yet are entirely ae 
titute of its practice. 

AutuHo’ fuch do not choofe to be iearictnt ine 
-fidels, their cafe is dangerous, and they have no 
title to the benefits of that belief, in which they 
have been educated. Their doatrinal faith is, in 
a great meafure ufelefs to them. Even fo faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a 
man may fay, thou baft faith and I have worksy 
Jhow me thy faith without thy works, and I will fhow 
thee my faith by my works. Thou believeft that there 
is one God ; thou doef? well : the devils alfo believe, 
and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that 

faith without works is dead? 

Tue end of doétrine is to produce prattice ia 
the heart and in the life. Pratical religion in 
the heart, is more important than any thing ex- 
ternal. Although there cannot be practice with- 
out doctrine, it is certain, that doétrine alone 
will never favea man. Sinning againft greater 
light, he may be more guilty in the fight of Gop 

- with, than without it. Thereis no need of my 
attempting to prove, that many come under this 
defcription. They fee the great and folemn works 
of providence, without any confideration. They 
hear the word of Gon, and do it not, and are 
like unto a man beholding bis natural face in a glafs : 
for he beholdeth himfelf, and goeth his way, and 
firaightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 
They live under the full beams of chriftian light, 
‘fill, in all refpeéts relating to vital religion, live 
as they would do, if placed among a heathen 
people. . 


ConcErnine fuch perfons we may obferve. 


‘THEY appearto think it a matter of little 
confequence, what men’s religious opinins are, 
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With them it) ig enough, if they profefs tovhave 
fome'opinions. _It-hence appears they think alley - 
religion’a civil, fafhionable thing, and that a ho- 5 
ly preparation ‘for eternity, and a pure conform-' a 
ity' to Gop is out of the queftion. Thefe peo- 
ple are in part right, for if practical religion in 
heart and life muft'be put away, it is of little 
confequence what opinions’ are embraced” On 
this fuppofition, opinions are only a fathion: for” 
the day, will die with the perfon'who holds'them, 
and have no faving effe€t for eigen ee ok 
ET ERS 
FurtHer, fuch perfons are not folemnized by 
the truth. WS YEH A 
THEY may often come where God! hath® ap. 
pointed focial prayer to be offered,°and may ‘fit’ 
before him as his ‘people ; but’ their! fervice! 18°" 
more fitly called the civility of a’ chriftian lard 
where providence hath placed them, than ’aSwors © 
fhip of the Father in {pirit and in truth. "Even" 
inthe fanctuary they do not feela prefent Gop, ~ 
nor an accountablenels for the opportunity.» 
Confeffion, is of the tongue only, without feél-” 
ing. Decorum without piety is the moft that is” 
attempted ; and having paid theferviceof the week, « 
though the time be ftill facred, Vanity rufhes into™ 
the heart, flows from ‘the lips, and marks the ™ 
aétions of the concluding Sabbath. © Is ooo: 
gion? Is this that love and fear, which is due to ' 
a Gop of infinite glory and holinefs? Is this a” 
true concern, or real preparation for the immor-— 
tal interefts of the foul? Is this’ a piety, which ® 
can confole the pains of a death-bed, and illu-- 
mine the folemn, unexperienced path® ‘from time” 
toveternity ? No, it is not. NE NR ip 
“Wuere is the love, the ‘reverence, ie con-" 
formity to Gor? Where is the deep fenfe of 
ah the unfeigned humility, ‘the defpair i aa ai 
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own fervices with which a, felf-emptied finner 
goes to Curis ? Where is the love, with which 
a true difciple leans on the bofom of Jesus, and 
finds a beginning heaven in the company of his 
Saviour? The devotion, the fire of the facrifice is 
wanting. How aftonifhed with the fight, and 
with his own guilt, will fuch a foul be, if taken 
in a moment, from the formal and fafhionable 
worfhip of this. world, to behold the pure devo. 
tion of Jerufalem above ! 

In defcribing perfons of this character, and 
fetting their defect before them, I ought, again, 
to mention: ; 

Tuey are difpleafed with the fpirituality of . 
religion. Duties of the heart. are as much be- 
yond their creed, as they are wanting. in their 
practice. . They are ready to. wonder, as Nico- 
demus did, on hearing the doétrine of the new 
birth, and fay, How can this, be, or why is this 
-neceflary? This is pufhing religion to an un- 
pleafant length. If this be true, I muft be in ear- 
neft ; 1 muft think as much of Gop and another 
world, as Ido of my farms and merchandize; I 
muft forego my pleafures, and begin a life of 
prayer, in, which I never delighted; I muft be 
more anxious for my foul than for my honor}; 
more defirous to fet my houfe right with Gop, 
than to cheer it with the found of the tabret and 
the pipe. To fuch, the life of piety, and a holy 
walk of communion with Gop is myfterious, 
They know not the thing, nor do they wifh to 
believe it. Spiritual ftrength from Curis, and 
rejoicing evermore in Gop and his government, 
is the ftrange thing with which they defire no ac- 
quaintance. Such are the perfons, who live at 
eafe in Zion, in the very place where Gop hath 
taught the fpirituality of religion. While in 

; Ll 
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their own opinion chriftians ; they live without 


Gop in the world. There is reafon to fear, his — 


comforting prefence will be as far from them ih 
their death, as they have been from him in their 
lives. . 

Practice is the end for which doétrine was 
given, and if one be reafonable the other is rea- 
fonable alfo. . 

Wuart is the pradtice, which Gop requires ? 
Can it be, that a few religious civilities will fat- 
isfy a holy Gop ? When he tells us to love him 
with the whole heart, to mourn for fin, to walk 
before him in deep humility, to rejoice in him 
evermore and pray without ceafing, and to ftrive 
that we may enter in at the {trait gate; by all 
thefe, can he mean we fhould doétrinally believe 
thefe things to be right, and pretend the perform- 
ance without doing them? Chriftian duty begins 
in the heart, and an. original defe& here, mutt 
vitiate the whole in his fight. Gop is nota be- 
ing to be mocked, and he claims an obedience of 
the heart as. his right. My fon, give me thy heart. 
Our love of Gop ought to be with all the heart. 
As the abounding of infidelity, juftifies an at- 
tempt to fhow the reafonablenefs of chriftian 
doétrines ; fo the negleé&t of vital and experi- 
mental practice, requires us to fhow the danger 
of a general declenfion in this refpeét, and that 
many, whofe dottrines are right, are perifhing 
through want of obedience in heart. am 


i. Itisreafonable we fhould love Gop with 
the whole heart, ftrength and mind. cea 

NerrHer a profeffion of duty and obligation, 
hor any external fervice amounts to evangelical 
obedience, if this fupreme affection doth not ex- 
ift inthe heart. Moral obligation arifes fro 
what Gop is ; from his truth, goodnefs and r 
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eoufnefs; from the divine love ‘or holinefs, by 
which he doth good to himfelf, and is difpofed to 
communicate from his own fulnefs in the bleffed 
 exiftence of creatures. His character is lovely, 

whether we have hearts to love him or not; or 

whether our own fituation be defirable or the cone 
trary. When Gop claims our obedience, he ap- 
peals to his own will, and what he is in himfelf, 
asa reafon why we fhould obey. He never at- 
tempts any other proof of our obligation, of his 
right to command and our duty to obey, than the 
greatnefs, glory and excellence of his own na- 
ture and will. It is what he is, independent of . 
man’s difpofition, which makes our fupreme love 
reafonable. If it were not thus, there could be 
no fuch thing as obligation, holinefs, fin and 
guilt. Whatever a bad heart may fay, ftill com- | 
mon fenfe approves this truth; and whatever fin- 
ners may wifh, their confciences do notwith- 
ftanding certify them, that a character and moral 
objects which are holy, have an inherent: fitnefs 
for which they ought tobe chofen. There is no 
truth more plain than this; none, which hath 
the more general aflent of mankind ; and a de- 
“nial of it deftroys the exiftence of moral obliga- 

tion. . 

Tue divine worthinefs of love is teftified by his 
works. He hath not left himfelf without a wit- 
nefs, in that he hath given us our exiftence, our 
capacities of knowing and enjoying, fruitful fea- 
fons, the comforts of time, a knowledge of him- 
felf, a perfect law for the direction-of our focial 
intercourfe, and a glorious {fcheme of grace to 
reclaim us from fin to our duty and to eternal 
bleffednefs. All thefe things witnefs the fulnefs 
of GopHEAD, and prove our fupreme love of 


him to be a reafonable fervice. 
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Ir there be fuch a thing as lovelinefs, its exift- 
ence may be traced up to Deity, the infinite foun. 
tain ; fo that our fupreme affections ought never 
to fop fhort of him. If the creatures have any 
excellence, whe is the author, and by whofe will 
is it {uftained in being? As every thing, which 
is worthy of love, flows forth from -him ; ‘fo, 
through every thing as a medium, our fupreme 
love ought to flow back to him again, and it is 
but areafonable fervice. Our divine inftructor 

calls this law of loving Gop, the firft.and great 
commandment. Thofe who live in difobedience 
reject their whole duty and muft be altogether 
condemned. It becomes them to inquire what 
excufe they can make ; for they cannot deny the 
duty to be reafonable, neither can they ayer a 
want of knowledge. 

AFTER all, if any doubt whethés Gop really 
requires our "fupreme love, and marks the daily 
want of it, as a great fin; let them fhow us the 
reafonablenels of. their ‘proftituted affections. 
Let them teach what there is in their own imper- 
fe&, and finful natures, that is worthy to be loy- 
ed more than Gop. Let them defcribe tovus 
thofe excellencies in the perifhing creatures, 
which are worthy to be brought into comparifon 
‘with Gop. Let them compare weaknefs with 
‘ftrength, ignorance with knowledge, folly with 


~-‘wifdom, impiety with infinite holinefs, and hu- 


man frailty with moft glorious felf-exiftence ; and 
then fhow us that it is reafonable to love them: 
felves and the creatures more than Gop. None 
‘are wife, but thofe, who have brought themfelves 
‘to the moft ftri&t examination in this Loess te: 

‘2. Tue felf-loathing and mourning for ‘fn, 
which accompanies repentance toni Gop;is a 
moft reafonable chriftian duty. as 
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‘Tuts is practically denied by all who do not 
repent ; and fome are fo fixed in their impeni- 
tence, as to make light of the grief which every 


© chriftian feels, in view of his fins committed a- 


gainft a holy and good-Gop. . Turning from fin, 
hating it, and felf-loathing for the commiffion, 
are effential to repentance. Now mine eye feeth 
» thee, wherefore I abhor myfelf, and repent. in duft 
and afbes.. Then fhall ye loathe yourfelves for your 
_ iniquities. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep ¢ let 
your laughter be turned to mourning and your soy to 
beavine/s. . 

In the fame proportion as fin is wrong, we 
ought to mourn, and to loathe both its paft domin- 
ion and prefent influence in us. No-rational man, 

- by felf-loathing for fin, underftands a hatred of 
his own exiftence ; but an abhorrence of the tem- 
per, through which he hath mifapplied his talents 
- to an unworthy end. If fin be wrong we ought 
_ to loathe its dominion over us, and whatever we 
have-done contrary to our duty. . It is reafonable 
that the degree of felf-affliction fhould be propor- 
tioned to our injury of Gop and men, and 
_ when this is feen juftly, the grief will be great— 
» the abafement be deep and heart-penetrating. A 
man cannot abftain from loathing himfelf for 
what he diflikes ; and thofe who make light of 
_ chriftian mourning for fin, and think Gop doth 
Not require us to afflict our fouls deeply for tranf- 
_greflion, fhow the following things. ‘That they 
-have never feen the glorious holinefs of Gop ; 
are unacquainted with the evil of fin; have not 
come to a knowledge of their deep corruption ; 
and have parted with fin only through fear of the 
‘punifhment. . 
To fee the reafonablenefs of repentance and 
mourning for fin, we only need confider the glo- 
rious objets and ends to which it is oppofed, 
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It is oppofed to Gop bien fel in his whole nature 
and government, to his bleffednefs, to all his 
rights, to his wife laws.and government, and to 
the good of creatures. Chriftian repentance is 


exercifed in fight of this, and muft therefore con- — 


~ tain a very fenfible affliction of the heart. And 
though a mourning for fin, will not reverfe what 
has been committed, it is neceflary evidence of a 
prefent good temper, and cannot fail to be found 
in a fanctified foul. If it be reafonable to love and 
rejoice in Gop, there are the fame reafons for 
the mourning of repentance, and they will ever 
be united. 


3dly. Tue chriftian duty of dedication to Gon 
is a reafonable fervice. 

Tus duty is not effentially different from lov- 
ing him fupremely ; for we are, in faét, dedica- 
ted to the object of our chief love. Love is the 
confecrating, dedicating act of the mind, by 
which we give ourfelves away to the object of ak 
feftion. But although fupreme love and per- 
fonal confecration, may one imply the other, it 
is proper to diftinguifh them in confidering this 
fubjeét.—Nothing is more hard to a finful mind, 
than it isto live for Gop and CurisT, | and 
whether we eat or drink or whatever we do, to 
do all for his glory. This chriftian requirement 
appears unpleafing to all who do not love Gop. 
‘They can find no happinefs in it ; nor do they 
conceive, how it can be a pleafant thing, to re- 
gard the Lord in all their thoughts, words and 
actions. It appears to them an obftacle in the 
way of all their joys, and that the happinefs of: 
living muft be given up, thus to obey. The 
unpleafantnefs of this duty to every finful mind 
is conceded ; but this is no evidence it is 
reafonable. 


= 
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_. Gop is the fountain of being, from whom we 
received our exiftence, and who upholds us eve- 
ry moment. All we are, all we poffefs, all our 
powers of acting, and capacities of receiving, are 
his gift; fo that we are his property in the high- 
eft fenfe. Is it not reafonable he fhould have the 
ufe of his own property, and command us ac- 
cording to his pleafure? If there be fuch athing ~ 
as the right of property, it belongs to the crea- 
tor; and the requirement is reafonable concern-. 
ing our own perional actions and fervices. 


ALL we poffefs is a divine gift, placed in our 
hands, under certain limitations of ufe. 

Is it not reafonable we fhould devote our ule 
of his gifts to his honor and the purpofes of his 
infinite goodnefs in giving ? He gives on thefe 
conditions, and we have no right to depart from 

the conditions of the gift. 


Tue Lord our Gop is moft excellent, in his 
nature. His glory and bleflednefs exceed a 
whole creation in value, beyond any proportion, 
which can be defcribed. Is it not reafonable 
for the finite and dependent creature, to devote 
himfelf to the great all in all ? 


Tue glory of Gop and the happinefs of his 
kingdom are infeparably united in the divine 
counfel and providence. What infinite wifdom 
hath thus joined together, no creature hath right 
to put afunder. Chriftian confecration is, there- 
fore, tothe kingdom of Gop. Every fervice of 
holy dedication, tends to promote the good of 
our brethren, It either glorifies Gop whom 
they love and delight to fee honored, or is bene- 
ficial to our brethren of his family. \ And is it 
not reafonable to have our whole being devoted. 
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to the glorious kingdom of Curist—to do 
—and to promote that holinefs, from which the, 
moft pure happinefs proceeds ? Ea 

To be devoted to Gop, and whether we eat 
or drink, or whatever we do, do all for his glory, © 
is the greateft honor, and moft perfeé happinefs . 
of a creature; and therefore a reafonable fervice. 
The felfifhnefs and pride of fin are felf-difappoint- - 
ing. With a purpofe of exalting himfelf, the 
finner falls into deep degradation and loofes the 
perfection, of which his nature is capable. With 
the purpofe of acquiring happinefs, and under 
the power of an all-crafping felf-love, he loofes. 
the rational. blifs of intelligence and finks into 
pain. Separated from Gop he hath nothing, but 
the littlenefs of a dependent guilty creature. 
He can never make himfelf more than heis ; nor 
by other means be fo honorable, as he may. by 
confecrating himfelf, body and {pirit, to the fer: 
vice of the Lord. : 

To become a living factifice to Gop is i. 
ning the life of glory. And let the common 
fenfe, even. of an unholy perfon anfwer, which is 
the greateft happine!s; either to enjoy himfelf 
and the few things within his grafp, for a hort 
feafon, or to be made of a temper, which pre- 
pares him to enjoy Gop and his kingdom forever 
and ever. By calling us to prefent ourfelves a 
living facrifice, holy and acceptable to Gop, he is 
calling us to the greateft dignity and peace, and, 
cheer the duty is reafonable. — Deas 

Stixu the refufing heart will objeé ; to. be: fo 2 
confecrated to Gon, as to feek his glory i in eating e 
and drinking, and in the common aétions of life, 
is a thing impoflible, and it is beyond the ai aa 
of weak man to comply. _ 
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Bur let me afk, how is it impoffible, and wh 

are they unable to comply? Men do now a 
from motives in eating, drinking, and the com- © 
mon actions of life. Is it not as poffible, to do 
the fame things from better motives, as from the 
finful ones by which they are now influenced? 
Unlawful things ought not to be done from any ° 
motive whatever ; but, refpecting all things which 
are right, it is as poffible to do them from good 
as from evil motives. The want of a good heart 
is the only difficulty in complying. It is poffible 
todo all things from right motives. It is poffible 
to perform every action, under a fenfe of duty _ 

and moral obligation to Gop and the fyftem of 
exiftence with which we are naturally connected. 
This is what is meant by that confecration to 
Gop, which doeth all things for his glory. It is 
feeling ourfelves to belong to Gop; to be his 
creatures ; that we have duties appertaining to 
us, which are fufficient to fill up the whole time 
of life; and actually doing them with this tem- 
per. Although, it may be impoffible to have 
the glorious nature of Gop in actual perception, 
every moment of time and in every aCtion per- 
formed; we may {till aét, in every thing we do, 
under a fenfe of moral and holy obligation. This 
is the duty required, and it is a reafonable 
fervice. . 


4thly. It’is reafonable, that the lives which 
we livein the flefh, fhould be by faith, in Jesus 
Curist the Son of Gop. | 


Tue fupreme giver of every good and perfect 
gift, even in the cafe of thofe who never finned, 
may rightfully prefcribe the manner in which he~ 

will beftow. This is an evident right of fove- 


od 
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reignty ; and from his infinite waifdams ahd-good- 
nels, it may be prefumed, he will appoint the beft 
manner. Much more may he prefcribe to guilty 
finners, who deferve utter rejeCtion, how they 
fhall approach to afk, and how receive his unde- 
ferved favors. From his own information, we 
know that infinite purity forbids any other ap- 
proach, than through his Son. . Thus he can 
honourably give; and thus we may moft copi- 
oufly receive. Neither prefent nor future blef- 
fings can be claimed as a matter of right. Faith in 
Jesus Curist, is going to Gop through him as 
a Mediator, to receive what we need. Is it not 
reafonable that creatures fhould go to Gop for 
the fupply of their needs, and that guilty crea- 
tures fhould go in the manner he direéts? Do 
‘they not need a daily  affiftance—the light and 
quickening of his holy fpirit? Looking to Gop 
through a Mediator, with a fenfe of their depen- 
dence and unworthinefs, for fuch temporal and 
{piritual mercies as they need, is what chriftians 
mean, when they {peak of living by faith, in. Jz- 
-sus Crist the Son of Gop. It muft be rea- 
fonable for Gop to beftow and for us to receive,in 
the manner, which is moft glorious for him, and 
which,.at the fame time, fupplies our wants*moft 
perfectly. It is conceived, no one can object a- 
gainft the daily communion of faithin Gop and 
CurisT, unlefs pride of heart ak Cy and divine 
holinefs is diftafteful. 

Every. other cif: grace is ouitbwed, by 
reafon. Isit not reafonable for creatures, in,all 
cafes, to fubmit to divine fovereignty ; knowing 
that infinite wifdom and goodnefs will appoint in 

“the beft: manner ?: The inefficacy ofa refifting — 
will, and the ignorance of creatures what go - 
ernmnnt of the univerfeis beft, are confid 
which teach the propriety of fubmiffion, 1” 
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PATIENCE under afflictions is.a moft excellent 
chriftian virtue. The condition of human life is 
expofed to innumerable evils, and no man hath 
a right to expect himfelf exempted from the lot 
of finful, weak humanity. A great portion of 
the facred writings is calculated to infpire a pa- 
tient {pirit.—And is it mot reafonable? We have 
the example as well as the command-of Curis. 
To fhow the wifdom of providence in impofing 
trials, we ought to confider our defert at the 
hand of a holy Gop—the witnefs he ought to 
bear for his‘own rectitude, by his treatment of 
us—-and the benefit of afflictions, to thofe who . 
endurethem. ‘They are a purifying furnace 
Now*'no chaftening for the prefent feemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous : neverthele/s, it afterward yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteoufne/s, unto them which are 
exercifed thereby. Patience is- a moft reafonable | 
- duty. 


sthly. VisiBLz chriftian morality, in all its 
branches, is a reafonable fervice, being neceflary 
both for the glory of Gop and the good of fo- 
ciety. 
- Very few will dare to queftion the excellence 
of chriftian morals, as defcribed in the gofpel. 
The moft vicious fear the crimes of other men, 
fo that there is a general confent, even of the im- 
- moral, that vifible morality is reafonable and to 
bedefired.. In this refpect, the chriftian precepts 
excel all other writings. Arguments for vifible 
morality are drawn from the higheft fource, the 
nature and relations of Gop and his creatures. 

CuRisTIAn duties muft proceed from an hon- 
eft and benevolent heart. Such general rules of 
practice are given, as will comprehend every 
cafe. Thou foal love thy neighbour as thy/elf-— 
Therefore all things whatfaever you would that men 
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Should do to you, do ye even fo to them—The law of . 
the decalogue, is explained by innumerable gof- 
pel precepts, giving it the moft extenfive appli- 
cation to every character, condition and circum- 
ftance of life. Our neighbourly love muft reach 
to all men. Albare to be treated juftly and hon- 
eftly.—Their rights of perfon, property, purity 
and reputation are declared to be facred.—The 
higheft good of every one, for time and eternity, 
is to be fought—-We are to love and pray for 
enemies and do them good.—Revenge is forbid- 
den, in every cafe; and we are to recompenfe 
evil for evil tono man, but to overcome evil with 
good. Weare directed to be fubje&t to govern- 
ment—in honor to prefer one another—to be 
kindly affectioned—to purfue the things which 
make for peace—to remember the poor, the wid- 
~ ow and the afflicted, and to be like Crist who 
went about doing good. 

From a multitude of fimilar precepts, we learn 
the excellence of vifible chriftian duty to men 
our brethren. It is alfo eafy to fee why the 
chriftian morality, is more pure and extenfive 
than the heathen. The heathen mdrality is all 
drawn from felfith principles, and extends no fur- 
ther, than they were driven by neceffity for their 
own immediate fafety, in the civil compaéts of 
life-—The chriftian morality has a higher fource 
in the principle of benevolence to being, and 
will, therefore, include every thing and extend 
to every cafe, where the happinefs and perfection 
of rational minds is affected. This law of vifible 
morality is good like Gop who gave it. . It will 
make us refemble him—make us the moft. happy 
we can be, and moft inftrumental of good to our 
brethren. If there were no evidence in favor of 
chriftianity, but the fuperior reafonablenefs ; | 
excellence of fuch moral duties, as are command- 
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ed between men ; this would be enough to ef- 
tablifh its obligations on all. In comparifon with 
it, every other {cheme of faith and practice muft 
give way. 

In chriftian practice, we may alfo include feve- 
ral duties, which depend on a pofitive inftitution. 
Ofthis kind are the gofpel ordinances of baptifm 

and the Lord’sfupper. ‘That thefe are reafona- 
ble, will be contended by none, who have a pre- 
vious conviction and love of the doétrines and 
perfonal confecration to Gop, which have been 
already corfidered. 

Tue fitnefs of prayer to Gop, is acknowledg- 

- ed by thofe who have not the chriftian fcheme of 
faith. Although prayer be much enjoined it does 
not wholly depend on a pofitive inftitution.— 
So with refpect to the Sabbath, there is natural 
evidence that fome part of time ought to be de- 
voted to the worfhip of Gop. The pofitive infti- 
tution, of a feventh part of time to be thus devot- 
ed, appears reafonable. If we had not this pre- 
cept, through our inclination to forget Gop and 
depart from holinefs, all worfhip of him would 
be foon omitted by the greateft part of men. 
The heathen, who have ftated feafons for their 

idolatrous worfhip, appointed by their own au- 
thority, have fucceeded in perpetuating their 
times and rites, only by making them carnivals 

of fin and fenfuality. The fanification of a 
Sabbath is, therefore, a reafonable fervice. 


THE more we examine into chriftian doctrines 
and duties, the more apparent it becomes that 
they are agreeable to reafon and common fenfe ; 
glorious for Gop and declarative of his perfec- 
tion; and adapted to relieve finners from. their 
guilt. The chriftian may challenge mankind to 
earch his doétrines and law of practice ; and he 
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may be affured that examination will terminate 
in their favor. If it be demanded why he glories 
in being a chriftian, he may appeal to his doétrines 
and law of holinefs to anfwer for him. If it be 
objected, that many unreafonable articles of be- 
lief and wicked practices have been found among 
the profeflors of chriftianity, who claim high 
featsin the church ; he muft appeal from thefe 
fcandalous examples, which cannot be denied, to 
the Holy Bible, which contains his creed and his 
law. He mutt fhow the objector that the moft 
holy inftitutions, doctrines and laws, may be 
perverted, proftituted, and mingled with corrup- 
tion by unholy men. He may appeal to the ob- 
jector’s own heart, and tell him; that the fame 
_ averfion to chriftian holinefs, through which he 
oppofes the doétrines of revelation, hath led 
others, who have ftill called themfelves chrif- 
tians, to mifreprefent, to divide, to explain away, 
or to mingle human invention with the pure 
truth and precepts of Gop. Alfo, that many, 
retaining a true faith, have had the form with- 
out the power of godlinefs. 

CurisTIANITy hath a right to be judged, by 
its own books, and its written articles and laws ; 
and thofe who difhonor it, either by wilful per- 
verfion to accommodate it to their own lufts, or 
by difobedience, muft bear their own guilt. 

Some few, who have fallen into infidelity, have 
doneitafter much inquiry and withan actual knowl- 
edge of the evidence in favor of chriftianity. Such 
perfons have followed the choice of their own 
hearts, and there is very little reafon to expec 
they will ever be reclaimed. They have treated 
Gop and his gofpel contemptuoufly, and becaufe - 
they received not the love of the truth, that they might 
be faved. For this caufe, Gov hath Sent them fir 
delufion, that they Jhould believe a lie. Vt is th 


=. 
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duty of chriftians, to ufe ‘all means for reclaim- 
ing even fuch, ftill, there is little reafon to ex- 
pect fuccels. 


THERE is a very great number of people, in a 
different fituation, whom I importune to confid- 
er. It is thofe who doubt, and have not yet 
come toa fixed conclufion. They are willing 
to reject chriftianity becaufe they find no pleafure 
in the duties of religion.—It forbids many things, | 
which are agreeable to their tafte ; it reftrains 
their appetites; and calls them toa difagreeable 
felf-renunciation. On thefe accounts, they are 
willing to difbelieve, if it can be done fafely. 
Added to this natural temptation, they find a 
multitude of their neighbours in the fame cafe, 
who are ready to make a common caufe with 
them, in doubting the moft facred truths. They 
hear fome, who are far advanced in the fchool 
of fcepticifm, ridiculing and fcoffing ; and others, 
of incurable morals, blafpheming. Thefe great- 
er finners, are often found, among the affluent, 
the profeffedly wife, and the powerful ones of the 
world, by which means, they have a great ad- 
vantage, either infidioufly to feduce or haughtily 
toinfult. Thus feduced, by their own inward 
corruptions, and the temptations around them, 
their doubts are becoming more bold. Inftead 
‘of confulting the holy fcripture, with a candid 
wifh to know the truth; they ruth into circles of 
impiety, hoping to hear fome jeft or argument 
againft the religion of Curist. Inftead of go- 
ing to the clofet, and. imploring direction from 
the Father of light, they take counfel at the 
mouth of perfons, who are talkative through 
vanity and ignorance. ‘They are really, all this 
time, ignorant of chriftianity, and their whole at- 
tention hath been to find objections, rather than 


ME 
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roundertaid it dokitines Or fearch for RHE: reas” 
fonablenefs of its duties. They begin to confider * 
reafon and revelation, in a {tate of natural oppo- 
fition. They begin ‘to efteem their appetites, a 
guide to happinefs and greatnefs.—They begin to - 
efteem the piety of their Fathers to be fuperfti- * 
tion, and pity the ignorance of the laft age. - 
They confider the lethargifed ftate of their own - 
conf{ciences to be a fortunate circumftance, Ne . 
hope foon to find the liberty of fin, in thinking — 
and acting as they pleafe, without ne premoni- 
tion of death to come. 

‘O unnappy men! You are near the limits, © 
beyond which, fovereign grace, either never or _. 
very rarely, brings infidels back again to “hope~ 
and peace. ‘You are not abfolutely fixed in re- 
jeCting his word, nor are your confciences finally ~ 
feared. A few fteps farther, in this courfe, will ‘ 
probably place you ina ftate, with which Gop 
hath faid his Spirit fhall not ftrive. After a) few'- 
{teps further, you will probably feel eafy concern- 
ing another world, and there will be no bands in * 
your death. You have feen fome of ‘this pee re : 
ter die without fear ; but donot hope much from ~ 
this circumftance ; for the worft of men, as lof F 
ten die in ftupidity, as the beft do in chriftian ~ 
triumph. Stupidity, though prefumptuons,] hath © 
no peace in it. 

‘Ir death fhould approach, while of the cfeibaiion 
ter I have fuppofed you to be, you will be terribly * 
furprized. You will not dare to die; you can- ~ 
not hope. You will find a Gop angry with fin, © 
and the need of amediator. You will find, that © 


finis mifery ; that your own unholinefs is a cure; a in 


and that Gop need only leave you to yourfelves . 
to‘'make you eternally miferable. Confcious 

guilt in refifting the light, you will groan in fpir- 
it, ndt-daring to look towards an injured-heai 
for needed light and grace. You probably will 
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fay, I feel myfelf unable to pray, and you will beg 
the ferious perfons, whom you once ridiculed, to 
pray for you. Alas! Your cafe will pierce their 
hearts with forrow, and they will try to pray, 
but itis uncertain whether they can; for if Gon 
hath left you, they will find their clofets deprived 
of that divine aid, through which, on former oc- 
cafions, they have often called fervently and ef- 
fectually on Gop. 

To all, who have not formed an ultimate de- © 
termination to reject, let me propofe the follow- 
ing queftions ; and let me beg of . them to con- 
fider and give an anfwer to their own confciences, . 
in fome place fuited for prayer and meditation on 
Gop, and with an open Bible in their hands. 

‘Was not a diftafte to the duties of religion, the 
true reafon. you began to doubt '—Do you not 
with to find arguments againft the law and gof- 
pel of Gop ; and if you do, are you not preju- 

‘diced judges againft the truth ‘—If prejudiced 
ought you not to fufpect yourfelves ?—Have you 
ever examined the {fcriptures thoroughly, to 
know whether its doctrines and duties are rea- 
fonable ?—Are not thofe perfons who are tempt- 
ing you, and on whofe profeffed fentiments, you 
are building your own opinions and your eafe, 
unworthy to be trufted in the immortal concerns 
of your foul ?—Are not fome of them very ig- 
norant, vain, afluming, full of words without 

knowledge; and are not others of them immor- 
al; and are not all of them perfons in whofe 
hands, you would not truft your worldly intereft, 

‘without a check on their conduct? If fo, is it 
not unwife in you to be influenced by their opin- 
ions, in a cafe of fuch infinite importance, as the 
obtainment or lofs of eternal happinefs ? When 
you have thought danger approaching, did you 
not feel the need of a gofpel and of a Saviour to 
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make your appearance before Gon fafe? Do you 
not fometimes feel guilty even for your dowtiey 
and are not thefe doubts the greateft, when fuch 
indulgence of appetite, as you know to be wrong 
and dangerous to fociety, is moft prevalent in 
your conduct ?—Do you not find the duties of 
life, which all men allow to be fit, are moft ea- 
fily performed ; and that temptations are moft 
eafily refifted, when the revealed commandments 
of Gop appear moft real to youf—If Gop be 
our creator, he can give us the beft inftruétion ; 
and as he dwells in the praifes of eternity, muft 
be able to teach us the attainment of its bleffed- 
nefs ; and have you by prayer afked his direct 
ion, that he would enlighten and fit you for the 
greateft good? If you have ever prayed, when 
were your doubts the greateft, either after you 
had looked to heaven for direétion, or in the tetal 
neglect of duty? Have you ever found in your 
approaches to infidelity, fuch real peace of mind 
as you wifhed to obtain? If Gop were now to 
place you on the bed of death, could you fay I 
depart peacefully ? Could you forget your fins, 
and coming boldly into his prefence, demand his 
mercy? Or, if you fhould thus do, is he under 
obligation to hear, and grant your requeft? © 

BeEFore you reje&t the word of revelation; go 
into retirement, lay the holy fcriptures before you, 
and lift your eyes for direction to him who crea- 
ted and now preferves you, and anfwer to your 
own confcience the queftions I have «propofed. 
Do it in folemn remembrance that. Gop cannot 


-be deceived, and that the confequences of your — 
acting will be forever borne by, yourfelfi Tam — 


certain, that, in this courfe, you cannot call the 


duties of religion unreafonable. You will find — 


yourfelf to be both igaorant and guilty, and in 
need of the gofpel falvation. May we all bee 
lightened unto eternal life. Amen. ~ a 


by 
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SERMON XVIL 


Chriftian refignation. 


| PSALM Xlvi. Io. 
Bz fill, and know that I am Gop. 


FOHE text leads us to confider the nature, 
§ duty and effeéts of chriftian refignation. 
‘The whole Pfalm is remarkable. It is a defcrip- 
‘tion of holy confidence in Gop; an exhortation 
to continue trufting in him ; and a prophecy of 
the defolations he fhould make in the earth, to 
prepare the way for that peaceful ftate of the 
Meffiah’s kingdom, which will fucceed the many 
"tages of violence that have been in the world. — 
_. In. the 1oth verfe, the prophet calls on the 
church, Come, behold the works of the Lord, what 
defolations he hath made in the earth, In the next 
-verfe he paffes on to defcribe a period, which is 
ftillfuture, He maketh wars to ceafe unto the end 
of the earth, he breaketh the bow and cutteth the {pear 
in funder, he burneth the chariot in the fire. ‘Then 
follows the text. Be ftill and know that LamGon; 
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Twill be exalted among the heathen, I will be exal 
in the-earth. | Be os ah 
Gop ruleth in infinite and unfearchable wi 
dom. In the midft of darknefs he is preparing’ 
for light, and ina way above the comprehenfion 
of men, is carrying on the fcheme of infinite 
wifdom, fo that all will redound to his greateft 
glory and the beft good of his holy kingdom. 
It is creatures only, who are expofed to do evil ; 
it is Gop alone, who brings good out of evil. 
This truth is believed and telt by good minds, 
They learn it from the word of Gop ; from their 
own experience; and from the infinite glory; 
which they fee in the Gop of their hope. In 
contemplation of this truth, the church, in'the 
beginning of ‘the Pfalm, is reprefented as fay= 
ing, Gop is our refuge and firength, a very prefent 
help in trouble. Therefore will we not fear, though 
the earth be removed, and though the mountains be 
carried into the midft of the fea. Though the waters 
thereof roar and be troubled ; though the mountains 
fhake with the fwelling thereof. There is a river, 
the fireams whereof {hall make glad the city of our 
Gop : the holy place of the tabernacles of the moft 
high. Gop is inthe midft of her ; fhe Shall not be 
moved: Gov. fhall help her, and that right early. 
Thefe expreffions of confidence, in the goodnefs 
and fafety of the divine government, are uttered 
by the church in view of the defolations swhich 
Gop maketh in the earth. They area ftrong de- 
{cription of confidence, in all-ordering wifdom. 
The Lord is not to be trufted-lefs in days of 
darknefs and violence, than he is in days of prof- 
perity. There is a command, #0 rejoice evermore, 
awhich is in force at all times ; and though every 
thing may look terrifying to. human wifdom, 2 
chriftian faith rifes from feeing the temper 
actions of creatures, to a fight of divine-w 
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by which the whole. is controled. In, Gop him- 
felf we find reafon to rejoice evermore, to be re- 
 figned, and ftill before him. This fingle truth, 
that Gop reigns, will in every {cene, enlighten 
and give comfort toa pious mind. 


' Tue prefent is a period. diftinguifhed by .ca- 
lamities on;mankind, through the exercife and 
violence of their own outraging paflions. Gop 
is punifhing men by their own fin, and there ap- 
pears to be a preparation for much calamity to 
come, » The word of the Lord is going through 
the earth, to fhow his truth and holinefs. And 
though human wifdom cannot look to the end 
of the.fcene; nor fee in every event what Gopis 
doing, nor determine the future times and fea- 
fons; a chriftian faith, directed by his word, be- 
holds a divine hand. | Faith fees the king of Zion, 
' going forth conquering and to conquer, and pre- 
paring the way to fulfil his promife. The king- 
dom and the dominion,-and the greainefs of the king 
dom under the whole heaven, /ball be given to the peo- 
ple of the faints of the mot high, whofe kingdom is an 
everlafting kingdom, and all dominions fhall ferve and 
obey him. While many dark events are ufhering 
in the defired time, faith is ftill, knowing that 
the Lord is Gop, and doing all things right. 

_ Tue difpenfations of infinite wifdom which af- 
fect great bodies of men are more confpicuous, 
and many fuffer or rejoice together ;_ therefore, 
they are more noticed in the memorials of paft 
ages. But the fame wife and holy Gop is acting 
in the daily events of time, which are confined in 
their influence, to the condition of families and 
individuals. Here alfo, faith and . refignation 
are neceflary for the peace of men. ,There are 
fo many pains, difappointments, and overturn. 
ings, that itis fearce poffible to go forward a fin. 
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gle day with peace, unlefs we pr thats 
Lord is Gop and are fiill before him. Refignation, 
flowing from a belief of Gon’s infinite wifdom 
and holinefs, is a principal ingredient of chriftian 
peace. Refignation is the fortitude of a chriftian, 
for it is that, by which he overcomes and is hap- 
py. Refignation, even if we judge on worldly 
principles, is the honor of a chriftian ; forit needs 
more firmnefs and felf-command to be refigned, 
than it does tocomplain. Refignationis the du. 
ty of achriftian ; for infinite wifdom hath aright 
to direct in all cafes whatever. Refignation is 
neceffary for all mankind. Many evils muft be 
borne. Frailty is attached to our perfons, our 
properties, and the condition of our exiftence,and 
thofe who are moft fuccefsful in life, muft en- 
dure many difagreeable things. -‘There,are pains 
and forrows due to the nature of man in pis 
world, which his power cannot overcome 
his {kill evade. The chriftian, who hath a pr san. 
ife of Gop, that all things fhall work for his good 
hath no promife to efcape them ; and the divine 
help which he is encouraged to feek, is patience 
and refignation to bear. He muft: have os 
perhaps, poverty and blafted expetation 
offspring and his intereft; the calumny and per- 
fecution of enemies ; an endlefs variety of trials 
from the fin of others, his own fin, — 
ty of every furrounding objet; the mo 
number and richnefs_ his bleflings sie, iitore 
capable they become of bitterly afflicting him by 
the lofs; and he mutt finally part with the whole, 
that is defirable in this world. Phroughy this 
path of life the good man muft walk. —. — } 


»THe covenant of grace gives him. no encour f 


agement of exemption from thefe trials; 3 fo far 
from this that it faith, J will vifit their tranfg 
with the rod, and their iniquity with fire ‘ 
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erthelefs, my loving kindnefs will I not utterly take 
from him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail. « If 
ye endure chaftening, Gon dealeth with you as fons : 
_ For what fon is he whom the Father chafteneth not ? 
To thofe who forget Gon, afflictions are necefla- 
ry to teach them the end of fin. To thofe, who 
have an intereft in the covenant of grace, they are 
a covenanted portion, for their purifying and the 
trial of their faith. In each of thefe difpenfations 
Gop is wife and holy ; and all men, on one prin- 
ciple or another muft expect them. Let refig- 
nation or ftillnefs before Gon, be therefore fought, 
as a temper neceflary for the happinefs of man in _ 
this world. i 
To illuftrate the nature, duty, and effects of 
refignation, the following things fhall -be confid: 
ered. . 
‘I, Wuar is defigned in the text, by knowing 
that the Lord is Gop. 
© TL. Tue reafons of chriftian refignation. 

Il. Tux bleffed effeéts which follow a refign: 
ed temper. . 
~ IV. To deferibe certain kinds of refignation, 
which may be found in an unholy ftate, and mif- 
taken for true grace. 


1. ‘Wuar is defigned in the text, by knowing 
that the Lord is Gop. 

‘THere are many truths, which men by their 
attions do not appear to know. They att as if 
ignorant, or fully determined to treat them with 
no regard. We often {peak of perfons, as being 
ignorant of truth and duty, when they act, in all 
refpetts, as if they did not know. Although 
none are abfolutely ignorant of the being of a 
Gop, for all muft have heard this glorious truth ; 
there are many, who att as they would do, if they 
fuppofed there were none. ‘The truth is ‘difa- 
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greeable ; they are willing to be ignorant; the 
drive the fubject from their meditations 5. a nd ar re 
many times fo fuccefsful as not to be molefted 
hy the remembrance. The fool hath faid i pie 
heart there is no Gop. This is direétly -oppofed 
to knowing that the Lord is Gop, which implies, — 
ft. A BELIEF and practical apprehenfion of his 
being and glorious attributes; of his prefence 
and conftant efficiency ; that he is near and not 
afar off; that in him we live and move and have 
our being. For the exercife of any chriftian grace 
we mult believe that he is, and that he is arewarder 
of them that diligently feck him. An ignorance: of 
Gon’s being and prefence, is a foundation for 
all impiety. It is a principal caufe of the crimes, 
with which a finful life is filled; for if there were: 
a juft apprehenfion of him, they would be re-. 
ftrained, although the heart is not, right with. 
him. Hence, we find in the holy. word, fi 
pains taken to imprefs our minds with the being. 
of Gon; that he lives, that he atts, that . he Is" 
every where prefent, that we are in his hand,. 
that we are ever near him, and fubjeé to his fove- 
reign will. A fenfe of this truth, is the begin.. 
ning of all ferious confideration in finners ;_ 
the quickening of all gracious affeCtion in chrif. 
tians. Whoever is ftill before Gop muft. know 
that he is, and be filled with an apprehenfion of. 
the reality, the glory, fulnefs and eternity of his 
being. It may juftly be feared that many § od. 
people, fuffer the world fo far to intr and. 
drive an apprehenfion of Gop from their minds,, 
as to prevent refignation. They are impatient, are 
fretful with the things taking place around them, . 
not, recolleéting that Gop is here; and thus ¢ great. 
fin is committed. In fuch cafes, it is not a futh. 
cient excufe, that the impatience is not point 
immediately againit Gon ; for the Probable 
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There is no power or wifdom, foreign to himfelf 
and the effects of his will, by which he is influs 
"Tus apprehenfion of divine providence, will 
make every good mind very joyful, and at the 
fame time, very folemn. A providence of this 
kind is effential to Gopneab, and unlefs we have 
fuch apprehenfions of him, we do not know him 
as Gop. Doubtlefs an unholy mind will objec 
againft this conftant fenfe of providential action, 
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and confider it as a eagle of unhappinels 5 but 
-unholy minds do not know the Lord, as ‘Gop. 
‘Nothing ought to be called chriftian refig ration 
which doth not thus realize pige o and alt. 
directing providence. a Oona sabes ain 


gdly.. Knowine the Lord to he Cernmats inc ary 
a full conviction of his Roe wifdom sand, good- 
nefs in governing. ae 

Many who believe there i is a Gop, and a)! fa. 
preme providence, do not appear to have. a con- 
viction of his wifdom, in his own nature. and i in 
all his works. They do not confider perfect 
wifdom and goodnefs to be fo effential and 
fary to Gopuzap as infinite power. In this. 
they are judging from the darknefs of depravity, 
and do not by their opinion honor him as Gop. 
There may be apathy ; there may be the pees 
fion of neceflity ;_ there may be the fubmiffion 
a felfifh heart, willing Gop fhould ee 
own benefit; but there cannot be holy refigna. 
tion, without a belief of infinite wifdom and (good. 
nefs in the divine government. Chriftia Jan 4 oe 
nation, is an exercife of a holy heart, dire&ted b 
a rational underftanding ; and reafon can. ce 
approve a foyereign ation, which is not super ad 
good. The Gops of the heathen are 
and a lie ; fo may be the Gop of many i ray 
tian lands. Thofe who have chriftian ans of | 
information, may be refigned ae ap- 
prehenfions of the divine charaéter, of h iis 
dom and the nature of his government, Bs nd gus 
their fervice be neither rational nor hol y- 
full conviction of divine wifdom and poe | 
his government is neceflary for knowing the: Lord, 
to be Gor, and for a holy fubmiffion. “sorte tin parc 


z “EL I am to defcribe the reaionel of chriftian 
religiation. a . 
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_~ Tue exhortation, be ftill and know that Iam 
Gop, relates to the ftate of the heart or will, in 
_ view of divine fovereignty ordering all events 
which take place. Rae is particularly had, 
to the afflition difpenfed in divine judgment ; for 
it immediately follows a call to behold the defo- 
lations, which Gop makes in the earth, asa pre- 
pees for his own peaceful kingdom. Being 
ill before Gop means a quiet fubmiffion to his 
will, and all the works of his providence. A 
heart acquiefcing in the purpofes of his govern- 
ment,and the means by which they are executed. 
~ A CHRISTIAN is conformed to the divine 
character, and haying the fame objects of love 
and defire, is inclined to acquiefce by the fame 
teafons which move Gop to decree and execute. 


™ Tn-all cafes, where the reafons of infinite wif- 
dom are known, they become reafons for refig- 
nation, ‘The glory brought to Gop by a difplay 
of his holinefs ; the advancement of his kingdom ; 
the fuppreffion or punifhment of fin, are, in par- 
ticular cafes, motives to divine action, and they 
aré reafons for chriftian refignation. : 

_- Furtuer, the infinite wifdom and holinefs of 
Gpo, is, in all cafes, a fufficient reafon for men 
to be refigned to his government. He cannot 
do wrong; he cannot act unwifely ; cannot de- 
fire any thing that is unfit, or choofe improper 
Means to execute a good end. Infinite wifdom 
and goodnefs, enable him to devife and execute 
in the beft manner ; fo that his whole govern- 
ment is right and glorious. This is the great 
reafon for chriftian refignation, and is fufficient 
at all times, and under all events. M 

Ar is defirable, if Gop permit, to know the 
reafons of his government, and we may humbly 
fearch to find them out ; but if they remain hid, 
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it is; notwithftanding, our duty 
A knowledge of his infinite and al 
fufficient caufe to rejoice and be ftill — " 
» for refignation is as fufficient in days of trial, as 
it is in times of profperity ; for Gop is wife in 
' both. In view of his infinite perfection, and in 
a love of his government and the kingdom he is. 
forming by the beft means, a holy mind under 
trials will fay ; though he flay me, I ‘will trutt i in 
“him and be patient ; although the fig-tree’ {hall 
not bloffom, I will rejoice ; although: Lam not 
_perfonally benefitted, he will be glorious and his — 
kingdom be made happy, I will therefore refign- 
edly fay, his will be done, © =) 0 a 
Ir is not difficult to fee, that thefe reafons for 
refignation may exift and operate in times of the 
deepeft perfonal trials. Indeed, it is in fuch 
times, we have the belt opportunity for: a. 
ing the fincerity of our fubmiffion. ~ One e 
_ Gop’s covenant faithfulnefs in fending afliions, 
is, thus to affift his people in examining theirown. 
fincerity, that their joy in his grace may vt 


¥ 


great. a bit 
HL. -E wit next defcribe fome benefits ofa 
refigned temper." 5 see aga 


ALTHO’ our refignation is due to the perfec. 
tion of the Lord and of his government, anc 
is the great reafon which influences a joly mind; 
we ought alfo to remember its benefits, which 
are’ de to the poffleffor. ee 

ResicNaTion will make us happy i in Gop 
himfelf Our relation to Gop and dependence 
‘upon him are natural and neceflary. “They ever 
» have been and muft ever. remain ; mor can we 
-inmany fituation, nor for any moment detach our-. 
felves from the confequences of his ‘univerfal ac- 
tion, His will which atts is uniform and un | 
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+ changeable. Whatever our belief may be of his 
infinite perfection, and however clear our ration- 
- al conviction; unlefs our hearts are refigned to 
his character and providence we cannot be happy 
- in him. — His counteracting will and. works, will 
oon raife in our perverfe hearts,an enmity again{t 
his very exiftence. _ Every profpect of his being, 
- will be attended with wretchednefs, and the 
» growing mifery of oppofition. As we are fitu- 
_ ated under the divine government, nothing but 
' refignation can make us happy in Gop himfelf. 
_ If refigned, in every difplay of himfelf, he will 
appear to us moft excellent and glorious ; we 
fhall conftantly rejoice in his infinite perfection ; 
and become more happy in our knowledge and 
union to him. | 
adly. Restenation will make us happy in 
» the reality and truth of a divine providence. Ac- 
). cording as the ftate of the beart varies, the doc- 
trine of a fupreme providence is a fource of the 
- moft fenfible pleafure or pain. A mind in oppo- 
- fition to the general principles of providence, 
muft be unhappy in a knowledge of its reality. 
_ His goverhing agency will be dreaded, through 
+ a fufpicion that his defigns are unfriendly, and 
will end, either in dire& punifhment or a denial 
a of defired enjoyments. Holy refignation pro- 
_ duces the reverfe of this. The univerfal provi- 
nce of Gon is a pleafing fubje&t for meditation. 
* Refigned to the principles and certainty of divine 
mi ent the mind can look on every {cene 
~ with compofure, and comfort itfelf by reflecting ; 
_ though all things appear dark and confufed, 
» thereis wifdom, power and goodnefs ordering 
the whole. All willbe right. I have confidence 
in this direftion. Though it be impoffible for 
- me to fee the wifdom of many events, or how my 
» own perfonal trials will turn to good; they are 
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the ordering of a wife Gon, and muft beri right 
Thus thé refigned chriftian is made happy by 
his certain knowledge of Gon’s providence, for, Ln 
when every event appears dark and threatening, — $ 
and his own weaknefs great ; he cafts himfelf.on — 
the light of infinite wifdom ’ ‘and’ the Tregeioh 
infinite power, 

adly. Hence it appears ‘that refignation i is ae 
true balm for all the wounds given by an afi. 
ing world; yea more, it is a victory over the 
world, Itis an exercife of the new born heart, 
and a fruit of that faith, of which the apoftle 
fays, For whatfoever is born of Gop overcometh the 
world : and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. —Under the reviling of en- 
etnies, itcan fay; Let them curle, becaufe the” 
Lord hath bid them do it. Under actual. fuffer- 
ing, it can obey the command, Love your @ ene 
blefs them that curfe yot, do good to them that I abs 
you, and pray for them which defpitefully. we y 
and perfecute you. Yt can pray under the trials mi r 
providence. If it be poffible, let this cup pafsfrom 
me.: neverthele/s, not as Iwill, but as thee wilt— 
For the inftruments of aflliction, however wick- 
ed in their condué, it can pray. Father forgive» 
them ; for they know not what they do. Under. 
bereavement of friends, it can fay. The oe 
gave, the Lord hath taken away, bleffed be the: name 
of the Lord. When outward comforts of the. 
world fail it can rejoice. For though there. eno 
herd in the fall, I will j Joy in the Gon of my falvation 
The mind thus fortified, is placedabove the power 
of man and the world. Its peace is founded on 
thé rock of ages. It can fee the glory of BP ssc 
when his way is in darknefs anid the deep water 
Tt can kifs the ‘rod, and the hand which appentth 
it ; and fay, it is good for me that Iam afftiéted, al 
the government which doth this is the Sk 
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mentof my choice. The wifdom of Gop is fo 
perfect I'can wifh no change in his plan, or its 
execution. Iflam pained, let me be pained, for 
the honor of Gop requires it. This refigned. 
foul, in the clofing of the earthly fcene triumphs, 
O death where is thy fling, O grave where is thy 
victory. 
Is not this a victory over the world, over fin and 
death? ‘To be happy in duty is to conquer ; and. 
this is the only victory a creature can have. In 
thefefentiments,a humble chriftian, tho’ moft fen- 
fible of his own weaknels, can rejoice becaufe the 
Lord reigneth. When the world of unbelieving 
finners, behold a chriftian who feels thefe things; : 
letthem reverence the power of. fovereign-and.. 
fandtifying grace. Let them know that the effec- 
tual, fervent prayer of this difciple avails much. 
Let them here fee the ftrength of Gop, made 
perfeét in the weaknefs of a creature; and infinite: 
truth fulfilling the promife, Lo! I am with you, 
alway, even unto the end of the world, mn 


4. CHRISTIAN refignation will make duty ealy 
to the people of Gop. 
“Tue chriftian law of holinefs is called the per- 
fect law of liberty. The moft glorious and excel- 
lent of all freedom, is that which difpofes. us to . 
follow truth and duty. If Curist fhall make us 
free ; if we be free in doing our duty ; if webe 
delivered from the reigning power of fin, this is. 
being free indeed. This treedomis.felt in refig- 
nation and makes all duty eafy, to the obedient 
believer, Unholy perfons never obey in am 
evangelical fenfe, and their legal attempts to obey, 
are a flavery of the mind, between a love of fin, 
_and the terrors of the law and an accufing con- 
fcience. Ea &. ¢ 
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_ CHRISTIAN refignation makes duty calfead 
pleafing. _ Experience. gives. convittion, th 
there is, in moit cafes, a fenfible benefit in obey- + 
ing. But. if there be no fenfible and. perlonal 
benefit from obedience, refignation can take up 
. the crofs and fojlow the ;commands of; “rine 
ina dark way. It can fay there is’ “comfort ee, 
nough in, duty, from the. fingle confideration, 
that Gop hath commanded and CuristT is hon- 
ored:.. Thefe are. among the, happy effects of , 
that refigned temper, which CuRisT, command... 
ed his people... When they do, their duty; bei, » 
they are moit happy. ; and it is not in the power,’ 
ofman to deftroy their. peace. bikwo: 
IV..l am, next, to, defcribe certain Kap bf. 
relignation, which-may be . found, in.an. unholy,” 
{tate of the heart, and miftaken-for true grace. 
To all, who ate deceived in their owm d 
this is the amoft interefling part of the, fubjeG 54 
and it is probable that not a few, are in this-caie. . 
Refignation is fo plainly a chriftian. ie 
no perfon of any confideration, will dare, thin 
himfelf fafe, without fuppofing he. poffeffes .it.. 
Many, both live and die quietly, by thinking. 
they are refigned; at thefame time, thereds per- 
haps no grace, concerning which men aré¢more 
liable to be deceived. . Whatever, prevents afen- 
fible refiftance and enmity to the divine govern~. 
ment, may be miftaken for refignation ; and this . 
may be prevented by the moft: felfith confidera 
tions, which have in them, nothing of holinefs, or. 
alove of Gop for what he is, or a 
the principles by which he Overns. i 
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1. A want, of feeling,.a, lofs of.al 
moral obfigation, may be miftaken fc 
temper, 
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Tuis is the cafe with many, who have long 
given themfelves up to fenfuality, to a carelefs 
and licentious life, anda negleét of thofe divine 
inftitutions, which are defigned to promote fe- 
rioufnefs. True’religion increafes all the fenfi- 
bilities of the foul, and at the fame time, makes 
men fubmiflive'to a law, by which they may be. 
happily exercifed. The apoftle, in enumerating 
_ the effects of original depravity, adds with other 
things, without xatural affection. ‘The original 
corruption of human nature, makes men hard 
hearted, and ftupid. This is firft difcovered 
in their feeling towards ‘others, and afterwards 
towards themfelves. Even while a finful pride 
and felf-love are gaining ftrength, there is a ftue 
pidity concerning their own future well-being. 
When confcience is feared, thei apprehenfions 
concérning futurity and their future appearance 
‘before Gop are’ feared alfo. If they can have 
finful indulgencies, for the prefent time, they 
are fwallowed up in thefe, and are ready to 
fay, Soul, take thine cafe, eat, drink and, be merry. 
This apathy concerning another world, is, fome- 
times, ftrangely continued, through thofe {cenes 
of pain, which commonly precede death ; and 
the unhappy foul miftakes the bands of fecurity, 
_ for a pious refignation. Thefe perfons are fleep- 
ing the fleep of death, for evil is near them, and 
they cannot be made fenfible. The furprize ofa 
‘change willbe great, and the tormenting powers 
ofa condemning confcience will break on them 
when no refiftance can be made. 
Sy. ‘ ' t 
adly. I must next mention the refignation of 
felfifhnefs. — Oh. « 
Aut errors have their day of increafe and de- 
cline. Certain prevailing fentiments of the pref- 
Pp : 9 
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ent time, expofe many to be: deceived by’ there. 
fignation of felf-love. They accede to the truth, 
that Gop is good ; and then draw: the» unfctip- 
tural confequence, ‘if Gop be good we are fafe—~ 
all in the end will be beft for us—-Though »we 
now fuffer pain, Gop in the end will make us - 
more happy, and in fome future time, pay tous. 
the debt of happinefs, which we arepurchafing by — 
prefent afflictions. Thus they are. refigned:to 
prefent evils on the principle ; ; that Gop will re~ 
fund to them, in fome after time, for what they 
now endure. © They overlook juftice. , »They 
have no regard to their demerits. . They make 
their own particular benefit and not the general — 
good, a rule for determining. the .wifdom and 
equity of providence. They bear- pain now, 
without, murmuring, to be repaid heréafter. 
‘This may be the {tate of the mind, and there isino 
telling how far it may be carried, he any 
holinefs. i He a 
Men have a natural conse es: they 

ought tobe refigned. They are often: told that 
Gop is infinitely good. If to thefe,they can 
join a belief, it will in the end be beft for them 
to endure; they may meet the lofles of a difap- 
pointing lifeand the common terrors ofa natural 
death, without any great difcompofure. » Eifpe- 
‘cially, they may do this, when they find an all. 
controling neceflity which cannot be overcome. 
In this way, the unholy may be refigned, and 
are often deceived. They are rior 
they fuppofe Gop is on their fide, and doing 
better for them by his wifdom, than they cam do 
for themfelves.”. In this refignation, the re is 
nothing different from the labor and fati 
an inordinate worldling, which he ck 


hints one year, that he nay bie 3 - 
} i u Die 
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‘through many years, which he fuppofes are to 
fucceed. BLY oH 
To try this refignation let the {cheme of infi- 
nite truth and wifdom be brought into view. 
Let it be allowed, that Gop hath infinite wifdom 
and goodnefs; but that thefe do not require 
him'to make every one moft happy in the end. 
Let demerit be ftated. Let there be givena 
defcription of the glory and good, which will re- 
dound to Gop and his kingdom, by treating 
fome finners according to their demerits. Let 
Gon’s right to feek his own glory, be eftablifhed 
as a governing maxim of the divine government, 
‘and this fubmiffion will be gone. In the place 
‘of refignation, there will be cavils againft the 
divine adminiftration, and the rebelling heart 
swill fhow itfelf. . The divine government will be 
«alled hard and unreafonable, and the fcriptures 
- which propound thefe doctrines will be rejected.: 
Or all the fources of deception, this, at the 
prefent time, is one of the moft common. It 
hence becomes'an incumbent duty, on all the 
friends of truth and the fouls of men, to explain 
‘and vindicate the nature of holinefs, as confifting 
ina difinterefted love and obedience to Gop. 
‘So long as men ferve Gon, are obedient and re- 
-figned to him, for their own fake alone; it is not 
true religion, and thofe may do it, who have not 
va fingle heavenly ingredient in their character. 
oss es ] j 
§ ogdly. THz refignation of neceflity, “is often 
iftaken for efficacious and fanctifying grace in. 
the heart. | 
TuHeERe# is in the moft unholy men a natural 
-conviction of their dependence. The daily pains, 
‘wants and difappointments of life force them to 
believe what they do not choofe, Througha 
long and unfuccefsful refiftance they defpair of 
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"fucceeding againft. Gop. A fippeedae imp: 
bilty, deftroys the vigor of define, and makes : em 
think they fi not with that, which: they would 
feize with the utmoft avidity, if the thing ht 
known to be poffible.. Hence comes the. refi 
nation of neceflity, of which many make a merit 
to themfelves in their lives, and a Masini their 
death. MRS al 

Wnen their earthly profpeéts.a are platted, el. 
ther in ambition or intereft, they renounce the 
world becaufe they cannot haveit. If thofe, who 
think they feel fubmiffion, in fuch cafes, would 
faithfully examine their hearts, they would find 
a lurking fufpicion of partiality: in the divine 
government; or the -firft fpringing of enmity 
againft more fortunate adventurers in the change 
of the world. By this they might know their 
own infincerity, and deteét a heart, which is de- 
ceitful above all things. 

Wuen their friends are laid in ‘aeouieee the 
heart quarrels with Gop, until it is found, thata 
contending will cannot  raife the dead. Thea, 
fome other object of idolatrous affections. found. 
The heart, being weaned from its old attach- 
ment by a new one, becomes calm, the pain 
ceafes, and this is called chriftian refignation... 


Ne 


Wuen death approaches the ftrugglé is more 


fevere ; but even here, the  delufion may pre-- 
vail, All the aid of reafon and philofophy is 
called in, and perhaps the phyfician’s opiate gives. 
an unnatural eafe to the paroxifm of pain in the 
dying body and an inebriated profpe& o eters 
nity, from which many quiet death-beds hav we 
come. The decay is found to be irrefiitible. 


Both art and withes are baflled. The foul loaths 


its own difeafed habitation, and from the inquiet. 


ude natural to men, is ready to with a change 
ftate. ‘The impotence of the world to help, 
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‘ ithe mind Farrtays it. ~The appetites are laidedead 
- through the approaching death of the body. 
‘The enfeebled animal makes the mind:a babe, 
and to the inquiry of anxious friends it is an{wer- 
ed, Lam refigned. But whether this be a holy re- 
fignation ;. whether there be a love and. {ubmif- 
fion to Gop for what he is, and the wifdom of 

his government, is a folemn queftion which eter- 
mity and an appearanice before. his all-fearching 
bar, ean aplsrer; beft.: 


eikwris ied to wound: the feelings of a death- 
bed. Nothing, but a deep and an uncommon . 
fenfe of the worth of fouls, will enable any one 
to doit. Let not the healthy and the living de- 
fer the queftion of the fincerity of their own. ree 
fignation, - until that precarious moment. How 
expofed it is toadelufion! How unable the mind 
is, then to judge! How hard for furrounding 
friends, to be the: meflengers of alarm! How 
hard for the watchman in Zion, at this untimely 
moment, to terrify the dying, and fill the hearts 
of mourners, with many forrows:! 
Ir wife, we fhall often examine the ftate f 
our own hearts, previous to the approach of 
death.. Now we have opportunity, inftruction, 
and a judgment unimpaired by the weaknefs of 
the body. Whether we have a chriltian refig- 
“Ration, and are prepared for another world, is a 
queftion which ought to be. moft folemnly and 
‘Yationally determined, before the hour of bidding 
a hafty farewel to the ‘world. In examining the 
fincerity of our fouls, let us be guarded again{t 
that felfifhnels of the human heart whichis its fin, 
A revere nd love of divine perfection in his 
nature and ernment, is the caufe of a holy re- 
fignation. ‘tts we, through the grace of Boy 
ssspetience this and be bappy: AMEN, | ast 
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SERMON XVII. 


On the evidence of forgivenefs. 


JAMEs i. 18. 
—I wits fhow thee my faith by my works. 


3 Yemen are two facred paflages, written by 
the apoftles Paul and James, which may ap- 
pear contradictory, if we do not attend to the 
very different fubjeéts they were confidering. 
Paut faith, Therefore we conclude, that a manis 
jufrified by faith without the deeds of the law. 
James faith, Ye /ee then how that by works a@ 
man is suftified ; and not by faith only. 
_ Tue.two apoftles are explaining very different 
points of chriftian doétrine. In feveral chapters, 
Paul explains and proves the doctrine of our juf. 
tification to eternal life, by the free grace of Gon, 
through the righteoufnefs of Jesus CurisT. 
Juttification is an act of free and fovereign grace, 
forgiving fin and accepting the guilty to eternal. 
life. It isa judicial act or determination of Gov, 
acquitting the tranfgreffor from punifhment, and 
decrecing to him the forgivenefs of fin and eters. 
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nal db bleitetinieth The fuffering and seat 
Curist, are the righteoulhels, on account 
which, unworthy finnets are forgiven and have a 
promife of moft glorious redemption.» This right: 
eoufnels is the only meritorious ground’ of jufti- 
fication, Sinners can do nothing to’ purchafe 
forgivenefs. Perfect holinefs, if it be found ina» 
creature, is no more: than his prefent duty ; fo 
that if there be any atonement or meritorious. 
caufe of forgivenefs, it muft be from without 
himfelf. -One fin, if it were.to be folléwed by 
no more, would require an infinite’mediator to’ 
fave. The moft pure and’ fanétified: chriftian’ 
hath as much need of a redeemer and of: fovereign 
mercy, as the molt. guilty finner.’¢ Although 
there may be more fins to forgive, in one cafe, 
than-in the’other 5 both needtheifovereign grace 
of Gop, through like Son Curist Jususe: The. 
{tated way,’ of receiving juttification or the bene. 
fits of free grace through Cxrusr, is by faithe 
Itis..not required that. we purchafe, for: this*is: 
impoffible. . We are required to receive, as'afree 
gift, through the righteoufnefs of Carts, which 
is of infinite value. Receiving or choofing Gop, 
qhovoferé? hivhfelGiend his grace, in this way; 
and receiving Curis and his _golpel with re 
law of holinefs contained in it, is.a favi Ese 

it is alfo called a juftifying faith. fener 
the: apoftle Paul faid, Therefore we: soiled that a 
man ts suftified by faith without the deeds of the law. 
Faith doesnot merit, but only receives a falvation 
merited by Curist ; and in this fenfe it is calle 


ajuftifying faith, In this fenfe we are ju fied: 
by’ faith, and) not by any hes <3 of obedit ce 
which we can render. 9 PRR 1 18 


aH). nal cic itty 
Wuen Janée fayss Ye fee then how that by w eo 
a man is sjuftified, and ngt by faith eH ars is ex- 


‘ 
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_ plaining another doétrine.. He is defcribing; not 
the manner of our juftification by Gon ; but the 
evidence that we are juttified, or that our faith is 
a fincere one.: Gop hath promifed to juftify all 
who have faith: For our comfort, it is néceflary 
we fhould haye evidence, that we are accepted 
according to'promife.; and our works are the 
only evidence, which the nature of the cafe ad- 
mits, for the fincerity of our faith. Paul was 
defcribing the manner of our perfonal juttifica- 
tion by Gop. James is defcribing the juftifica- 
tion or proof that our faith is fincere, or in other 
words, the proper evidence to ourfelves and oth 
_ ers that we are forgiven, and havea right thro’ 
the mercy of Gop to eternal life. That this is 
- the meaning of James is evident by attending to 
‘the context from verfe i4 to 20. What doth it 
profit, my brethren, though a man fay he hath faith, 
and have not works ? Can faith fave him? If a broth. 
er or fifter be naked, and deftitute of daily food ; and 
one of you fay unto them, depart in peace, be ye warm 
ed and filled ; notwith/tanding ye give them not thofe 
things which are needful to the body ; what doth it 
profit? Even fo faith, if it hath not works, is dead, 
being alone. Yea, a man may fay, thou haft’ faith, 
and I have works : fhew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will /hew thee my faith by my works. 
~Fhou believeft there is one Gop: thou doef? well : 
the devils alfo believe, and tremble. But wilt thou, 
know, O vain man ! that faith without works is dead ? 
“eMen are difpofed to think well of their own 
ftate, and often’ fuppofe it to be good, without 
any teafon. They may, on falfe grounds, or 
without any grounds at all, fuppofe: they have 
faith, and are forgiven. There is faith of a kind 
which is not juftifying, as in the inftance of the 
fallen fpirits, This kind of faith, will beyno 
ty | 


ORR, ae 


314 On'the evidence Serine XVII. 


more effectual in us, than it is in them. ‘Itis 
therefore prudent to bring our faith to a trial, ant 
fee if there be any evidence which will prove or 
juftify its fincerity. If there be, we may hope $ 
if there be not, it is a falfe and unholy faith, and 
of no more efficacy to falvation,than empty words 
are to clothe and feed the naked and the hungry. 
“Works, in the large latitude, which the word 
muft be here underftood, are the only evidence 
that can juftify or prove the holy fincerity of our 
faith, to ourfelves and to ourbrethren. Itis con- 
ceived, that ‘works, mean the whole of a holy 
temper and practice. ~ The chriftian fanétification 
is a new heart, exercifed in an aflemblage of holy 
affections and graces, and terminating in a vifible 
obedience to the whole law. Holy exercifes can 
never be feparated, in fuch a manner, that one 
may exift, where there is a total want of all.oth- 
ers. Repentance will accompany a love of Gop. 
A love of Gop will be followed by a love of the 
brethren. If our faith be holy it will be joined 
with other holy exercifes, and a general obedi- 
ence in heart and life. Although every chriftian 
grace hath a known moral nature, by which it 
is effentially different from fin; yet tf we fup- 
pofe ourfelves to poffefs it and it be not accom 
panied with other graces, there is reafon to fear 
we are deceived. It is more probable we are 
deceived, than it is that one holy exercife exifts 
alone. Alfo, however firmly we may believe the 
fincerity of our hearts, it is more probable we 
are deceived, than it can be that a fincere and 
holy heart will produce a very wicked life. In 
trying our faith, we mutft therefore, for evidence, 
have recourfe to our whole temper and practice 
to our works, in the large fenfe, the word hi 
been. defined. oa ork 
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. In the judgment we make of the ftate of 
others, we mutt, for evidence, have recourfe to 
every thing either in their words or actions, 
which explains the moral ftate of their hearts, 
and is defcriptive either of their conformity or 
want of conformity to Gop and his kingdom. 
All who have faith are forgiven. By this train 
of thought we are therefore brought to the fol. 


_ lowing point. 


_ To confider the evidence of faith, or in other 
words, to confider the evidence of a gracious fore 
givenefs and acceptance by Gop. I will divide 
the fubject into two inquiries. 


__ I. Wuar is the evidence, on which we ought 


tojudge our neighbour to be forgiven and ac- 
cepted by Gop? cies 


_ Il. On what evidence may we judge ourfelves 
to be forgiven ? ~ t 
_ I. Wuaris the evidence, on which we ought 
to judge our neighbour to be accepted by Gon.. 
_ As Gop hath committed our eternal interefts, 
{pecially to our own care, it is a matter of much 
the greateft moment, that we judge rightly of 
ourfelves, and here our principal labor fhould be 
direéted. Still, there are cafes, in which we are 
called to judge of the fpiritual ftate of other men. 
Itis neceffary for our chriftian communion with 
them; for determining the propriety of commit- 
ting into their hands the offices inthe church of 
Curist ; and,for treating them in a manner the 
beft calculated for their falvation, for their 
awakening, if they be unfanétified, and for 
their edification and comfort in the faith, if they 
be the true people of Gon. 


be Fi 
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~ Aux, whofe faith is right, are created in Carrsr — 
F¥esus unto good works. ‘They have, from his ful. 
nefs, received grace for grace, that is, fome degree 
of moral virtue conformable to all the moral 
perfections of the divine charaéter. There isa 
beginning fanétification of the whole heart, the | 
beginning of experimental grace and the duties 
- of a_holy life. In feeking evidence of other 
mens fincerity, the inquiry is not to be confined 
to their faith or any other particular grace or ac- 
tion ; but extended to the whole moral charac- 
ter, both practice and the inward {tate of the 
heart, fo far as the heart can be’evidenced to our 
underftanding and entitled to the credit of others. 
‘The heart of man is. expreffed to others by an 
infinite variety of words, actions, and their whole 
“appearance in fociety. .A€tions may fo effectu- 
ally contradict words, as to deftroy their credit ; 
and where fome capital a¢tions of life-are irre- 
provable, there may be many things expreffive of 
levity and’an infincere heart. In all’cafes, the 
following things, are neceflary evidence of a Holy 
heart and true faith. tart Qi Ov ie 


1. A PROFESSED belief of the doétrines:of | 
grace and holinefs, as they are revealed to us in 
the word of Gop. uit LBB 

Bur few will deny this, who really believe 
the fcriptures, and fuppofe there is any thing in 
religion, and any eternal confequences ‘depend. 
ing on our prefent conduct, ‘There maybe per-_ 

‘fons in chriftian lands, who really are of no -re- 
‘ligious faith. Thefe, either for the fake of rep- 
“utation or fome worldly and ‘felfifh caufe, may 
_ -choofe to be thought of the chriftian faith. As 
“they with to have their own~chriftianity received 
without evidence, they may be willing to. 


extend 
the fame liberality to others. Travellingetogether 
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- 4n the road, to.infidelity, yea, even’with pfouls 
“under their guidance, they may agree to di ifagree, 
- inthe moft hely truths of revelation. Thefe 
: -perfons. betray their want of gofpel fincerity, by 
_ avowing, that articles of faith and profeflion are 
of no importance ; though it be a moft certain 
truth, that mens practice, in -the fight of Ge, 
: will be anconling to their faith, 
26 vee who are willing to have the gofpel prac- 
_tice ; all who love the fouls of others; all who 
know the pleafure of holy communion in. the 
_ faith of Cirisr’s gofpel; all who believe that 
religion is a moral principle of the heart ; all who 
have only the low degree of chriftian under{tand- 
ang, which perceives the connexion between 
doétrinal belief and practice, will, fee a perfonal 
» profeffion of chriftian doGtrines to be neceflary 
_- evidence! of a holy heart and of true faith. 
dr is evident, by reading the fcriptures of 
Curis and his apoftles, that we are required to 
. fhow great boldnefs in the faith, and even ‘to 
give up our lives in defence of it. But how can 
this be, if a perfonal profeffion of faith be not re- 
~ quired from us? It would have been a ftrange 
dodtrine to the apoftles and primitive martyrs, to 
hear it faid, by men who ftill meant to be called 
_ chriftians, that articles of faith were of little im- 
- portance, if a man’s life be civil. They did not 
ee rn Curist and his gofpel. On thefe prin- 
Syr they might, have been good apoltles ; 
2 an at the fame time have faved their lives in the 
_courts.of heathen lawgivers and judges. The 
_law of Jesus requires chriftians, not only to pro- 
fefs, but'to abide in their faith, even to death ; 
and thofe who difobey in this requirement donot 
give chriftian evidence that they haye faith unto 
_forgivenels and eternal life. 


Se 
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———— 
FurTHER, every fincere chriftian loves 

law of Gop and the doétrines of the gofpel. — 
fees in them a beauty and glory, which ‘aa 
his heart. He is made happy in reading and o- 
beying them ; andit is impoffible he fhould hide 
this happinefs from others. So far from this, it. 
will be his daily endeavour, in a public and hum. 
ble manner to declare his faith. He will efteem 
it his duty, thus to honor Gop; and thus to call 
his unhappy fellowmien, to the falvation of: peace. 
and holinefs. Although we have no right to 
prefcribe the faith of others, benevolence will 
difpofe every true difciple of CuristT, to teach 
mankind the doétrines and duties of that gofpel, 
by which he has found comfort, and a deliver- 
ance from the wrath, that is to come on the | un- 


godly. 


adly. Anoruer evidence of a true faith, 
which we have right to require from other men, _ 
before we receive them as our chriftian brethren, - 
is a vifible obedience. to the moral law. . 

Tue moral law is the law of a chriftian tem-_ 
per and practice. Grace without a holy prac- 
tice exifts no where, except in the imagination 
of guilty men, and is no where defcribed in 
the chriftian fcriptures. Mofes and CHrist 
gave the fame law of holinefs, for the hearts and 
vifible practice of men. Curist fays of the 
law, Iam not come to deftroy, but to fulfil. In anoth- 
er place, For had ye believed Mo/és, ye would have 
believed me. In refpeé& of holinefs, both of heart — 
and life, the gofpel and the law command the — 
fame things. The gofpel of free ry ace and for- 
givenefs, faves men by creating in them a fpirit of 
love and obedience to the law-; and thous this 
obedience hath no merit, it is the preparation for 
heaven, and the only. evidence of a gracious for. 
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givenefs. Faith receives the juftifying right- 
eoufnefs of Curist ; and conformity to the law 
in heart and in vifible works of holinefs is the 
evidence of aright faith. Hence it appears, that 
vifible morality, is a neceflary evidence of true 
faith in Jesus Curist. Faith is an exercife of 
aholy heart ; and a holy heart will always fhow 
itfelf in a pure practice, in a vifible obfervance of 
the moral law, and of fpecial gofpel inftitutions. 
We therefore find, all moral duties to Gop and 
man commanded in the gofpel ; and all immo- 
ralities, are confidered as fufficient evidence, a- 
gainft chriftian fincerity. A holy life; a pure 
_ practice ; actions denoting reverence anda love 
of Gor; juftice and mercy to men; _perfonal 
purity and fanttification; and a dedication of 
all our aétive powers to the glory of Gop and 
the.good of mankind, both for time and eternity, 
are enumerated as the proper life of chriftians, 
and the only evidence of their fincerity. There 
are the moit exprefs laws, enjoining chriftians to 
reject from their communion and the fellowfhip 
of their holy body, all, who by their practice, do 
not appear to love the holy commandments of 
jzstsCurist. The unjult, the difhoneft, the 
profane, the impure of every detcription, the dif. 
turbers of fociety by their wilful injury. of mens 
reputation and interefts, the intemperate deftroy- 
ers of their own ability to do good, the neglec- 
tors of Gop and his inftitutions, and thofe who 
by any wilful crime injure fociety and their 
neighbour, can give no evidence they are chrif- 
tians indeed. The law of Curist confiders all 
- fuch, as infincere perfons, until by reformation, | 
they give evidence of their repentance and faith. 


3dly. THERE may be what is commonly call. 
ed a moral life, hile the heart is unholy. A 
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conviction by experience, that there is no other 
way of fafety in the fociety of the world, may ins 
fluence men.to a moral life, in this fenfe of 1 m0= 
rality. . They may be tender of other mens. 
reputation, merely to preferve their own. They. 
may be honeft in their dealings to engrofs a great 
worldly property to themfelves.. ‘They may join 
in the public worfhip of Gop, from a conviction 
that often meeting together: harmonizes the. paf- 
fions of men, which are naturally ferocious} and: 
tends to preferve a civil government that pro- 
tects their honor and their properties. All this- 
is often done, where there is no love of Gop’s 
holinefs—no fenfe of moral obligation. » 

Tue queftion arifes, is that, which is common- 
ly called a moral life, f fufficient evidence. of for 
givenefs and of being a chriftian indeed ?. 

- Curist tells'us, Wherefore by their fruits ye 
foall know them. The fruits of a good and holy. 
heart are proper evidence of fincerity and forgives 
nefs.. And what are thefe fruits ? The deferip- 
tion, @ moral life, may be extended to inelude ev- 
ery thing expreflive of the heart; but it is not 
commonly thus ufed. A fupreme love, of Gop 
and all holy objets is the chriftian fincerity to 
which forgivenefs is promifed, and this will al- 
ways exprefs itfelf, in ways beyond what is com- 
monly meant by a moral life. A man Finch treat 
his neighbour morally, while it is very apparent 
that he does not love him, and-delight in rof- 
perity. All mankind fee the difcrengeiteen 
formal.complaifance, and the refpeét of fervent 
love; between formal obedience, sand a fincer 
one ;° between an action delightful i in’ itfelf, and 
one that is done to ferve another purpofe and in, 
which the heart takes no pleafure. _ There are 

innumerable cafes in which the heart is : | 

fedtly exprefled, by ty which a be d 
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eribed, and duties which can never be reduced ito 
a written rule. The fenfibilities of the heart aps 
pear in ways which words cannot picture. They 
are conceived, they are felt, but never defcribed 
in language. We always expect-to find this ev- 
idence of fincerity, in forming the friendthips of 
the world ; and a want of it at once excites our 
diftruft. | 

‘CHRISTIAN fincerity requires. an evidence 
which rifes above formality. If men feel a fu. 
preme love of Gon, of his character and govern- 
ment, of his law and doétrines ; there will be a 
‘natural expreffion of this love. They will be 
ready to exprefs, in language which will be in- 
telligible to all who have felt the fame, their hap- 
pinefs in beholding and ferving Gop. © Their 
communion will be: fweet in frequent: :converfa- 
tion, inftruGtion, advice and prayer to the glori- 
ous object of their common. adoration ; and the 
whole {cene of their chriftian connection and obe- 
dience will be raifed above formality. By a mu- 
tual engagednefs to glorify Gop, to advance the 
kingdom of Curist, and fave the fouls of others, 
they will give evidence of their own fincerity and 
faith—that the glory of Gop is near their hearts 
—and that they think and at to promote it. 
Their thoughts will appear to be on the things 
of Gop and another world. This will banifh 
that frivolous difcourfe and thofe foolifh ations, 
in which many are conftantly engaged, thereby 
proving that they never think of their own fol- 
emn deftination, and the account they have to 
give before Gop. On the evidence which hath 
been mentioned, the communion of Curist’s 
people in this world ought to be founded ; and 
no part of it can be omitted, without fubftituting 
the form without the power of godlinefs. True 
afc Stk JONG fsa Rr ' 
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obedience is of the heart.: Whatever expreffes 
this, defcribes the man as he will be finally judga 
ed by the chriftian law. Thofe who are afraid 
to have the heart fearched, think differently from 
Jesus Curis. They difcover infincerity, a 
want of conformity to Gop, and of preparation 
for the day when he fhall judge the fecrets of men by 
Fasus CHRIST. shuts 

Wuar is the benefit of formality ? Hath it - 
any benefits in the earthly church? Is there any 
advantage in allowing, that formal perfons are 
fincere. To them, it can be of no eventual ad- 
vantage, for it only tends to continue them in a 
moft dangerous flumber, from which they will 
fuddenly awake in an awful eternity. Humanity 
and chriftian love forbid this. To the caufe of 
Curist in the world, it can certainly be of no 
advantage. For hereby enemies of the truth 
gain an advantage, to corrupt both the doétrines 
and practice of the gofpel ; and the fecure, fee- 
ing the formality of their appearance, are led to: 
conclude there is no fincerity in religion, and’ 
that all believers are deceitful perfons. = 

Il. I am to confider, on what evidence we. 


may judge ourfelves to be forgiven? = 

Tus is a moft folemn point of inquiry ; and 
who that realizes what it is to be happy or mife- 
rable forever, will not feel the weight of the 
queftion. If we misjudge concerning the fin- 
cerity of our brethren, though they may fuffer. 
fome prefent difadvantages thereby, their eternal: 
flate is not endangered; through our misjudg~ 
ment they will not fuffer; and omnifcience, 
which cannot err, will determine right, If. we: 
misjudge, in our own cafe, the lofs is infinite. 


There is not another life of trial pan 
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miftake. “A falfe opinion cannot be pleaded, in 
its own excufe. The lot for eternity is caft. 

- Tue fincerity of our own faith, or evidence of 
our forgivenefs mutt be derived from our works, 
in the large fenfe the word is under{tood in this 
difeourfe. Although faith hath a determinate 
moral nature of its own, it is not fafe to con. 
clude we have it ; unlefs we feel other gracious 
exercifes of a holy heart. It is always to be pre- 
fumed, that faith will be accompanied with a fen- 
fible love of holy objects, repentance, refigna- 
tion, patience, and evangelical affections. It 
mutt, likewife be prefumed, that a true faith will 
make all who poflefs it, conformed in their prac- 
tice to the laws of Curist. They cannot believe 
without loving ; nor can they love without ob- 
ferving his known commands. «Sundry remarks 
will be made to affift in this examination. | 


x. To prove the fincerity of our faith, and 
that we are forgiven by Gop we mutt find in our 
hearts other gracious affections, which always. 
accompany an evangelical faith. It is not credi- 
ble, that we have received Gop and Curist by 
faith, if we do not love the effential and un- 
changeable perfections of the divine nature; fuch 
as his truth, juftice, fovereignty and infinite holi- 
nefs. It is not credible that we have faith, with- 
out a delight in the dodtrines of Curist.— 
Whoever receives Curist will receive his com- 
mandments and all thofe truths, which he came 
into the world to teach and died to magnify— 
All the works of providence are conformable to 
divine re€titude, and harmonious both with the 
gofpel fcheme and the defigns of a moft holy 
wildom in redeeming ; if therefore, we have not 
refignation to the general fcheme of divine gov- 
ernment, and patience under particular allot- 
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ments, itis evident that we have notthe exercife 
of a faving faith, The habitual exercife of ims 
patience proves the habitual want of faith. «) « 
| It would be eafy to exemplify the harmonious 
nature of a juftifying faith with all holy obediencé 
of heart.and vifible practice. Receiving Gop; is 
receiving himin his whole nature, law and gov- 
ernment. . Receiving CurisT, is receiving him 
inall his mediatorial offices and. requirements. 
All this is included in thofe chriftian works, by 
which we are to judge ourfelves accepted and for- 
given of Gon. ; wh: 

Finvinc the promife, He that believeth and is 
baptized, fhall be faved ; but he that believeth not 
foall be damned, men are very folicitous to eftab- 
lith the validity of their own belief or faith. They 
fingle out this grace, and try to find evidence and 
‘convince themielves that they have its. Having 
attained a perfuafion of their faith, they are at eafe 
concerning their eternal well being. If they 
looked further into. this all-concerning fubject, 
they would find that other graces and a holy 
practice are as neceffary in the chriftian as his 
faith ;. alfo, that faith cannot be found alone. 
The heart which can believe; can alfo repent, 
mourn for fin, forfake fin, love the divine law 
and government, be refigned and patient, be de- 
voted to the glory of Gop, have a moft benevo- 
lent love of men and of fouls, and live in all holy 
converfation, godlinels, temperance, weanednels 
from the world, prayerful, and in the»prattice of 
a heavenly converfation. Wilt thou know O vain 
man, that faith without works is dead. The devils 
beliewe and tremble ; but they are not holy. —They 
believe only dotrinally—their faith is their tor- 
ment, and there is not init any obedience) 

One good way of detecting an infincere faith 
is by looking much on the law, and confidering 
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its requirements. _ Although the chriftian:finds 
himfelf condemned and flain by the law, his faith 
approves every one of its commandments as holy, 
jult and good. When he receives Curist, he 
receives the law tobe therule of his future tem: 
per and actions: So faris he from animofity a- 
gain{t the law, on account of its condemning fen- 
tence ; that he fees this to be a mark of its exe 
cellence, and adores the divine government. for 
being guided by fo good a commandment, which 
requires men to love the Lord with, a// their heart, 
and all their firength and all their mind. 


2+ Visintx morality or a holy: practice is re 
- quired in chriftians ; and» without.it. we cannot 
have evidence of our own forgivenefs. 
Men may fall into great and flrange delufions. 
‘There have been many perfons of a moftimmoral 
' life, who appeared to think their falvation fecure, 
from an apprehenfion of inward illumination 
and the grace of Gop reigning in their hearts. 
This is a moft dangerous delufion, and is turn- 
ing the grace of Gop into licentioufnefs.. There 
can be no forgivenefswithoutagood heart. There 
may be a moral practice where the heart is not 
fanctified, for a practice vifibly right may arife 
from unholy motives; but an immoral practice 
meyer can come from a good heart. | It is impot 
_ fible there fhould bea holy motive to a bad deed. 
Men may think their motives to be holy, and 
thence form a falfe opinion of their bad a€tions ; 
but in all fuch cafes, the judgment is vitiated 
through a depravity of heart. An habitual bad 
practice proves a bad heart. ' 
_ THoveu the people of Gop are fandtified but 
in part and may do many bad actions ; we have 
no reafon tothink that he ever leaves them to an 
-open, long continued and habitual departure from 
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a good practice. They are overcome by tempita- 
tion; they are fometimes left by Gop to great 
and feandalous tranfgreflion, that he may heres 
by fhow them their dependance ; but if they aré 
his forgiven ones, on confideration, they fee:and 
mourn for their iniquity, and are the firft to con- 
demn themfelves. _ It was thus with David, witly 
Peter and all thofe faints, whofe fall is recorded in 
the word of Gop. An habitual bad. praétice 
wilfully continued, is, therefore moft fure: evi- 
dence of an unforgiven ftate. Thofe, who live 
habitually in a bad praétice, however ftrongly 
they may hope, and however firmly they may 
fuppofe themfelves to be the favorites of fovereigit 
grace, are ftill under the bonds of iniquity...» 


3. In. judging of our forgivenefs, we ought 
to confider the motives, by which we are inclined: 
to actions vifibly good. Herod heared gladly, 
and the action was vifibly good; but we know! 
that his motive, like his charaGher was bad. Je-s 
hu cried, come fee my zeal for the Lord ; but his) 
motive condemned him. It may be fo with us, 
and before we determine ourfelves to be accepted . 
by Gop, we ought to fearch what our hearts. 
mean by the vifibly good actions, which proceed 
from them. Do we pray to Gop from a love of 
him ; or from fear and the formality of educa-. 
tion? Do we worfhip in the temple to glorify , 
his great name; or to be feen of men, and be. 
called civil, well-conduéted perfons? Are we. 
juft, right, pure, and kind in our, connetions. 
with men becaufe it is right thus to be, and a_ 
compliance with obligation to them and the 
great creator; or is all this done to invite their) 
favor and make them the fame to us? Inthe lat«« 
ter cafe, there is no evidence we are hi ~ 
i  vassorees’. pest: 
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- Ir is not proper to approve ourfelves, with- 
out greater evidence than we poflibly can have 
concerning other perfons. We know their hearts 
by their actions; we know our own by con- 
fcioufnefs. However regular, pure, and vifibly 
obedient our lives may be; however punctual 
we are in the fervices of religion; however libe- 
ral to others, or fevere in bodily mortifications ; 
all this can be no evidence of fincerity, when we 
feel a confcious oppofition of heart to the holy 
character, law and government of Gop. 


4. Livinc in the practice of any fin againft the 
dictates of confcience; or in the omiffion of any 
known duty, is a great evidence againft the fin- 
cerity of our faith. 

Tr is not faid, that chriftians do never live in 
the negle&t’ of known duty. They have much 
imperfection, and may fin againft confcience; 
but it is not’ fuppofed they will do it habitually, 
and for a great length of time together. The 
queftion is not, how far one who hath been for- 
given may backflide and, for a feafon, fin again{t 
his known duty; but it is concerning the pref- 
ent evidence of forgivenefs. Certainly there can 
be no prefent evidence of forgivenefs, while liv- 
ing in known fin or omitting known duty. 
Curist fays, No man can ferve two mafters ; for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other ; or 
elfe he will hold to the one, and defpife the other. 
Ye cannot ferve Gop and mammon. Living in the 
omiffion of known duty, or the practice of known 
fin, is ferving fin. It is ferving a mafter, which 
is directly oppofed to Gop; and at the time, 
Gop is not received: ‘There can be no prefent 
evidence that the Lord is our reconciled Gop, 
when we are not ferving him. In fucha ftate all 
the evidence is againft us. 


328 On the evidence | Serm. oa 
THERE is a very dubious condition, in whi 
many of mankind ‘who have chriftian knowled 
and means are found. It is the following. They 
believe doétrinally in the chriftian {cheme of 
faith, and in the need of a gracious renovation by 
the Spirit of Gop. They look back”on fome 
former time, in which they were anxioufly con 
cerned for falvation, and obtained a hope that 
Gop had forgiven and accepted them. “They 
have much relapfed from their former punétuali- 
ty in religious duties, from their fenfe’ of divine 
and eternal things, and from watchfulnefs over. 
themfelves and againft temptation: * They ‘ are 
_ become greater conformifts to the world; al- 
though their lives may be free from vifible im- 
moralities. Still they have a hope, builf€ on a 
remembrance of their fuppofed,: ‘ancient, chrif- 
tian experience. Thefe perfons livé'in the omit 
fion of known duty, for according’ to their ‘own 
idea of themfelves, the fervor of piety is gone 
from their hearts. They are living and hoping, 
on ancient and noton prefent experience. Ihave 
called this a dubious condition; but perhaps I 
have called it by too mild a name, for’ nothing 
appears to fhow it is not afatalone. 
Wuy fhould men have a prefent “hope, with: 
out prefent evidence ? Can there be a rational 
comfort init? Muft not all men, looking back 
by memory on paft experience of which prefent 
feeling is gone, fay, we may have been miftaken. 
‘And if we may have been miftaken, in all that is 
paft, and have no prefent exercife of ‘Brace—no 
prefent evidence, why do we hope? Why do we 
‘fufpend an eternity, on the fuppofed ‘poffeffion 
of a temper, from which wé find no refent exe 
ercife? This is not hoping‘from evidence; but 
from a memory, that we once fuppoted w we had 
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-Furtuer, is there any thing in the word of 
Gop which thus defcribes religion? Do not all 
the defcriptions of grace in the heart, reprefent 
it, as a prefent temper and_ exercife—a living 
principle—a prefent love of Gop, and prefent 

obedience to his commands, in the moft fpiritual 
part of them? Ought we to be eafy with our 
itate, on any evidence, which would not give us 
fortitude and peace in death ; and will any thing 
which is fhort of prefent love, faith and repentance 
give this } : 
But it may be inquired, are we to derive no 
comfort from paft experience, and is there in it no 
eyidence of our forgivenefs ? To whichI anfwer. 
Wi1rTH refpeé to comfort, it cannot be found in 
paft experience, without a prefent enjoyment of 
Gop. A moft unholy hypocrite may have the 
comfort of thinking, that he is fafe from future 
unifhment. The fecure finner and infidel, may 
favs the comfort of fuppofing there is no puns 
ifhment prepared for the wicked ; but this is not 
chriftian happinefs. It is a peace common to 
backfliding chriftians, to hypocrites, and to open- 
ly defying finners. The true chriftian comfort, 
is a prefent delight in Gop and in duty, and can- 
not be had by a memory of any thing that is paft. 
Wir refpe& to evidence of forgivenefs from 
paft experience ; it may be of great ufe in union 
with the prefent exercife of holy affections. From 
what is palt, the chriftian judges better of what 
he now feels ; and by a remembrance of Gon’s 
paft kindnefs, which he knows to be fimilar to 
what he now feels, he is aflured of divine love 
and rejoices with joy unfpeakable and full of glo- 
ry. But to derive this benefit of paft experience, 
it feems there muft be alfo the prefent exercife 
of faith, love and repentance. A bare recollec- 
tion of fomething, that Pa prefent wholly un- 
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known by the heart, muft be a weak ground of 
hope. ‘There is no prefent teft for diftinguifhing 
between delufion and reality. The mind can 
only fay to itfelf, I once felt fomething that I fup- - 
pofed to be fatisfying, and which I then thought — 
fo excellent in its nature and its attending com- 
fort, that it muft be from Gop. I know that I 
was relieved and delighted, but I now feel noth- 
ing of the fame bleflednefs ; and therefore, it 
‘might all be a delufion, which is now leading me 
to eternal ruin. It is only by a renewal of fim- 
ilar affections and views in the mind, that paft 
experience becomes prefent evidence. Infinite 
wifdom hath ordered, that there is no good evi- - 
‘dence of our forgivenefs, but by prefent evangel- 
‘ical obedience; and it is the ordering of good- 
nefs to his imperfect children. If it were other- 
wife, and there could be evidence of our forgive- 
nefs without the prefent exercife of a holy tem- 
per, it would tend greatly, to prolong feafons of 
backfliding from him. Being left without evi- 
dence, his people are now as liable to be warned 
by the terrors of a condemning law, as they were 
before they ever fled to him for refuge. It is not 
reafonable to with for evidence of a divine recon- 
cilement to us, any further than we finda prefent 
conformity to the Gop and law of infinite holi- 
nefs. We are ready to tell the unholy and pro. 
fane, that they are unreafonable in-defiring Gop 
to be reconciled to them, while of their prefent 
wrong temper. For the fame reafon, no’ man 
ought to with for evidence of Gop’s gracious ac- 
ceptance, further than he feels himfelf to be re- 
turned to his duty. A with contradictory to this, 
is fymptomatic of fome hidden infincerity in the 
heart, which will prove fatalin the end. 
- -'Turre isa very falfe idea, entertained by fome 
of being cloathed with Curist’s righteoufnefs, 
and depending on this as evidence of their for- 
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givenels. The apoftle {peaks of not having his 
‘own righteoufnels, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Curist. So we 
are faid to be juftified by the righteoufnefs of - 
faith ; and exhorted to put on Curist. From 
fuch defcriptions as thefe, hath arifen the expref- 
fion of being cloathed with Curist’s righteouf- 
nefs. They mean that we are juftified, by the 
-grace of Gop, through and for the fake of 
Curist’s righteoufnefs. Being cloathed with 
Curist’s righteoufnels, is being forgiven and ac- 
cepted by Gop, for the fake of what he hath done 
and fuffered. But it does not mean, that the 
perfonal righteoufnefs of Curist, is made our 
_ perfonal righteoufnefs. Although our own per- 
fonal righteoufnels or fandification cannot pur- 
chafe any favor at the hand of a holy Gop; it is 
neceflary to prepare us for the enjoyment of Gon ; 
it is neceflary.to receive the benefits of fovereign 
mercy; and it is alfo neceflary as evidence that 
‘the fruits of Curist’s righteoufnefs are imparted 
-to us. Our own perfonal holinefs is the only ev- 
idence that we are forgiven through the right- 
eouf{nefs of Curist. Being cloathed with hu- 
mility and other graces of the chriftian temper, 
is the proper evidence, that we are cloathed with 
forgivenefs and the promifes of eternal glory. 


5. A DELIGHT in the duties of worthip, efpe- 
cially in prayer, is an infeparable attendant of the 
faith to which forgivenefs is promifed. 
Tr any of you lack wifdom, let him afk of Gon, that 
_ giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not : and 
it foall be given him. But let him afk in faith. Prayer 
is the mouth by which faith offers its defires to 
Gop through Jesus Curist. When we con- 
fider the word of Gop, that none are forgiven 
but thofe who believe ; when we further confid- 
er the office and ufe of faith, it feems impoflible 
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that a true believer fhould live in the habitual 
negle& of prayer. Of all divine worfhip, this is 
moft agreeable to him. It is by prayer, that we 
place ourfelves moft fenfibly in the divine pref: 
ence; and if we love Gop, the means of ap- 
proaching him and quickening our apprehenfions 
of his infinite glory cannot be negletted. It is 
by prayer that faith afks; and if we feel our 
needs we fhall make them known. _ It is to prayer 
the promife is made; and if we believe the word 
of Gop, we fhall obey in our manner of applicas 
tion. The ufefulnefs of this duty is fufficiently 
teftified in the word of Gop. If infinite wifdom 
hadnot knownit tobe neceflary for a godly life in 
CurisT Jests, we fhould not have had the com- 
mands, Pray without ceajing.—Praying always with 
all prayer and fupplication in the fpirit, and watch- 
ing thereunto with all perfeverance.——Continuing in- 

ftant in prayer.—Night and day praying exceedingly. 

—Exhort therefore, that firft of all, fupplications, 
prayers, interceffions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men. ‘Yhefe precepts with many other, exe 
ptefled in the ftrongeft language, clearly prove 
the ufefulnefs and neceffity of prayer in the chrif- 
tian life. 

Tue fame is known by the concurrent tefti- 
mony of chriftian experience. ‘The- people. of 
Gop have ever borne witnefs, for the benefit, and 
comfort, and quickening efficacy of prayer in 
profperity, in adverfity, in refifting the tempta« 
tions of fenfe, in mortifying their remaining fin, 
in quickening all the gracious affections, and in 
giving a lively fenfe of prefent duty. This is fo. 
uniformly true, that chriftians may always judge, 
themfelves in a backfliding ftate, when their pleaf- 
ure, fervency and frequency in prayer abates. . 

Tue fame truth may be learned from the na-. 
ture of religion. ‘True religion isa love of Gon.+ 
Prayer is conyerfing with him, in fuch a way as- 
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_ becomes creatures to fpeak to an infinite Creator. 
‘This. Creator is always and every where prefent 
to hear the fupplication. He permits us to 
fpeak to him through the Mediator, whenever we 
feel a heart difpofed to praife, or any wants which 

“need to be fupplied, or any dangers we with to 
avoid. If Gop be the objet of our fupreme 

“love, it is impoflible-to refrain from {peaking to 
him in the holy and humble manner which is 
‘permitted. Stated feafons of prayer will be 
pleafing, and in the midft of daily and neceflary 

occupations the heart will afcend to the giver of 
every good gift, and praife the fulnefs from 
which all our mercies proceed. Our hearts nat- 
_-urally feek the objeéts of our fupreme love, and 
it is‘as difficult to keep the true difciple of 
Curist from praying, as it isto divert thofe 
who are devoted to the world, from their farms, 
their merchandize, and their amufements. 
Ir this be truth, we have no right to depend on 
our own forgivenefs, unlefs the worfhip of Gon, 
and efpecially prayer bea moft pleafing and con- 
ftant duty of our lives. It is probable, that 
many even among the believers of chriftian reve- 
Jation, think themfelves to be religious and gra- 
cioufly forgiven, although they find none of this 
delight in worfhipping Gop. Some may think 
thus, who are wholly unacquainted with the clof- 
et ; who never kneeled with their families before 
the Gop of all grace, to praife his goodnefs and 
afk his daily prefervation and the forgivenefs of 
their fins ; and who rarely look within the fanc- 
tuaryof Gop. All fuch, will probably think 
this reprefentation drawn too high. ‘They can- 
hot accord with it, without condemning them- 
felves, and fruftrating the loofe hope, by which 
they fpend their time of trial in this world—the 
only trial they will have for eternity. Let fuch 
perlons fearch the feriptures of Jesus Curist 
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and of the apoftles who were infpired by his 
Spirit, and if they can there point out a feheme"of 
religion which will fave the fouls of men, differ- 
ent from what has been reprefented, their fafety 
and their right to hope fhall be allowed. If 
they can fhow the confiftency of loving Gop fu- 
premely, and ftill neglecting to obey, to think of 
him, and converfe with him ; it fhall be allowed ° 
they are fair candidates for heaven. 

Over the whole world there is a natural con- 
fcience in men, which difpofes them to feek fafe- 
ty, in the prefent and coming world.. They are 
generally ready to hear every fcheme, whichis 
propofed for that end. Hence it happens that 
innovators in religion find an eafy accefs to man- 
kind. They are heard with avidity, and the 
guilty, unholy multitude, hope they have found 
a way of eternal blifs, lels condemning to their 
appetites and crimes, and requiring lefs holinefs 
than they have been ufed to hear. There would 
be no difficulty in chriftianizing the world if the 
doctrines of Curist might be accommodated to 
~ a finful heart and practice. Men will confent, 
for the fake of pacifying confcience, to own they 
belong to Gop, if they are not indeed obliged to 
ferve him. They will probably go further, and 
confent to ferve ‘him in fome. vifible things, if 
they may be excufed from ferving him with’ the 
heart. There isno evidence that our faith is 
fincere, and we are forgiven ; but- a dedication 
of ourfelves, both body and: {fpirit to the Lord. 
We mutt be wholly his or we do not belong to 
him, for we cannot ferve two mafters. The 
works which will juftify and prove our faith to be 
good, include the temper—the moral ftate of the 
heart—and all the ations of living in the world. — 
‘This'is glorifying ‘him in our body and in our 
‘{pirit, which are his, ‘and the only evidence of our 
eternal redemption, “AMEN. 9) ¢ bolls) < ies 
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SERMON Xk. 


On working out our own falvation. 


PHILIPPIANS ll. 12, 13. 


—Work out your own falvation with fear and treme 
bling. For it is Gop which worketh in you, both 
to will and to do of his good pleafure. 


rR HIS exhortation, is founded upon a previ- 

ous defcription, of the glorious and exalted 

ftate of Jesus Curist. Wherefore Gop alfo hath 
bighly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: that at the name of ‘FEsus every 
knee fhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth ; and that every 
tongue fhould confe/s, that fesvs Curis is Lord, to 
the glory of Gop the Father. From. this high def- 
cription of his dignity as Gop, Redeemer and 
Judge, the writer exhorts, work out your own fal- 
vation with fear and trembling. The greatnefs of 
the Judge, to-whom every knee fhall bow, and by 
whom every one fhall be fentenced; the great- 
nefs and eternity of the good fought and the evil 
to be avoided ; together with the divine action 


7 
wae < ye TE ae 
336 On working out Serm. XIX. 
} x gs i. «itt 


of Gon, on the minds of all who work fuccelss y 

fully, are confiderations why it fhould be with 

fear and trembling. » 
Tue following things will beconfidered. = 


{. Wuar is included in falvation. 


II. Wuat is meant, in the text, by working 
out our falvation. ‘ae * 
. oe ae 
I, Wuaris included in falvation. 

Ir is fuppofed there can be no difpute what is 
meant by the word falvation in this paflage, and 1 
defcribe it, not to fettle a dificult point; but as 
preparatory tothe fucceeding part of my difcourfe. 
‘The natural and f{criptural meaning of the word 
falvation, is deliverance from fome evil, either 
natural ‘or moral. Perfonal and national deliv- ~ - 
erances, from particular judgments, ‘are called - 
falvations. A fubjeét of difcourfe, oftea limits 
the meaning to particular efcapes and bleffings, 
fome of which are of fhort, and others of longer 
continuance, Bier fucose 

In the word of Gor, falvation commonly. 
means, that forgivenefs and fan¢tification through 
Jesus Curist, by which unholy and guilty fin- 
ners, ate prepared and fhall be finally received, 
to the eternal glory and peace of heaven. This 
is the great falvation, ultimately including all 
bleffings, all holinefs, happinefs and glory which 
redeemed men can receive. This is always meant 
by the word falvation, in the gofpel writings ; un- 
lefs, when the nature of the fubje& limits it, to 
fome particular favor. This is the falvation, 
which the text exhorts us to work out with feat 
and trembling, becaufe it is Gop who worketh in 
us bath to will and to do, of his good pleafure, 
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Ir may be ufeful for us particularly to confid- 
er what it contains. ae 
Houiness is the principal thing, It isa deliv. 
erance from fin, a moral conformity to Gop and 
his law, and evangelical union to him through his 

Son Jesus Curist. Hence Curist was prome 

ifed to fave bis people from their fins —Who gave 

bimfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquis 
ty, and purify us to.himfelf a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.——According to his mercy he faved usy 
by the wafhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoft. Salvation begins in holinefs and ends 
in glory. Itis begun in this world and grows 
with the perfonal holinefs of Gop’s people. This 
was meant by Curist when he faid, For behold, 
the kingdom of Gov is within you.. The fan€tifica- 
tion of Gop’s people, with the happinefs rifing 
out of it, is the beginning of their glory. Itis the 
fpiritual water given by Curist, which fhall be in 
them a well of water, fpringing up into eternal life. 

There is no room to queftion, that holinefs is the 

moft effential thing in this falvation. We may 

hear and have the offer, but without holinefs have 

not the thing: itfelf. . 

Happiness is alfo included in this falvation. 

Infinite wifdom hath fo formed the univerfe, and 
the mind of man; that happinefs the moft pure, 

the greateft and moft perpetual, arifes from a holy 
temper and practice. This is the happinefs of 
Gop himfelf, and he communicates it to his peo- 
ple according to their meafure of a€ting and re- 
ceiving. When they become perfect in holinefs, 
their happinefs will be the greatelft poffible. 

_ Waite we confider happinefs as part of the 
gofpel falvation, it muft be remembered, that it 
is confined tofuch happinefs as arifes from a holy 
temper and practice. om find pleafure in 

nod mene 
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their vices, yet none will pretend ene ‘part . 
of the chriftian falvation. The greater their 
pleafure is, the further they are from being faved, 
and the more difficult it becomes for them to en- 
ter into the kingdom of glorious peace. The — 
ungodly relifh of their hearts is gaining ftrength, — 
and they become more difqualified for tafting the — 
pleafures of religion. This defcription ought not 
to be confined to the unhappy perfons, who are 
plunging deep into the pleafures of grols fenfual- 
ity. It applies, with propriety, to the pride of 
felf-righteoufnefs, which, by every moment of its 
continuance, is fhutting the heart again{t the true 
pleafure of chriftian humility. a 


Ul. WuarT is meant, in the text, 24 working 
out our own falvation. 


To fix the meaning of a writer, it is often ne- 
ceflary, we fhould know. the character of the 
perfons addrefled. Efpecially, it is proper to 
confider this, when their charaéter is ftrongly 
marked in the ac¢>mpanying parts of difcourfe, 
which is the cafe with refpect to this exhortation. 
It is an exhortation to chriftians, whofe hearts 
were already fanctified in part, and in whom that 
work of grace was begun, which would certainly 
end in the falvation of final glory.—This may 
be known from the preceding — words—Wheré- 
fore, my beloved, as ye have always. abeyed, not as in 
my prefence only, but now much more in my abjence ; 
work out your own falvation with fear and trembling. — 
He calls them beloved brethren, an appellation 
applied by thefacred writers, peculiarly to the peo- _ 
ple of Gop. The exhortation is to thofe, who 
had already obeyed, not only while he was with 
them ; but alfo, in his abfence from them.. They 
had given cv a ee Aincerity Pym feafo n.of 
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perfeverance, in an age, when every profefling 


chriftian was afflailed by the moft trying evils, 
which heathen and jewifh enmity could inflict. 


' Havine afcertained the character of the per- 
fons, to whom the writer addrefled himfelf, the 
meaning of the exhortation becomes apparent, 
and is conceived to be as follows. - 

*« J appREss you, as perfons who are chrif- 
** tians, by the wafhing of regeneration, and re- 
« newing of the Spirit. You are my beloved 
** brethren, by profeflion and a vifible obedience. 
** My hope concerning you is ftrong; for the 
‘© obedience which I beheld, has been continued 
** in my abfence. Go on, feeking perfection in 
“* holinefs, until the day of perfect glory. Be 
*© diligent, finifh, and make full proof of the 
«¢ falvation, which is already begun in you ; al. 
«ready given to you by the riches of mercy in 
© CurisT Jesus.” 

Tue latter part of the verfe confirms this ex- 


planation. for itis Gop which worketh in you 


both to will and to do of his good pleafure. Real 


-chriftians know the difficulties of obedience. 


_ life which they. 


5 


They wreftle againft principalities, againft powers, 


againft the rulers of the darknefs of this world, a- 
gainfi fpiritual wickedne/s in high places. ‘They are 
furrounded with temptations, the allurements of 
fenfe, the feducing influence of bad example and 
the company of evil men, with whom they muft 
be connected, in many things, until Gop calls 
them from the world. The objects of their nat- 
ural affeétion, and of family endearment, who 
muft be their daily companions, are often the 
enemies of the gofpel, and oppofed to that holy - 

civ to be their duty. They 
feel a remainder of fin in their own hearts, by 


_ which they are laid open to the power of exter- 
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nal temptations. Of this, the apoftle hath. given 
us a mo{t excellent defcription, in his own expe- 
rience. For I know that in me (that is, in my fleh) 
dwelleth no good thing : for to will is prefent with 
me, but how to perform that which is good, I find not. 
For the good that I would, I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do. I find then a law, 
that when I would do good, evil is prefent with me. 
For I delight in the law of Gop after the inward 
man. But I fee another law in my members warring 
againft the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of fin, which is in my members. 
O wretched man that Iam, who fhall deliver. me 
From the body of this death! 

In view of. thefe obftacles, it appears to the 
chriftian, a difficult thing, to work out or effect 
that perfection in holinefs, which is his falvation. 
On this account when his faith is weak, he is 
often ready to defpond; and it feems, as though 
he mutt be deftroyed by his fpiritual enemies, 

_ and the treachery of his own heart. Knowing 
this, the apoftle adds to his exhortation, the fup- 
porting truth ; for it is Gop which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleafure. 

Tuo’ your remaining fin be great, and your — 

. temptations many, Gop is with you. You are 

not working alone. In this cafe, you ought to 
look back to your former unholy, unpardoned 
ftate. You now know, that if'Gop had not 
wrought in you, by his renewing fpirit, you 
would have been in the gall of bitternefs and un- 
der the bonds of iniquity. Now you know, that 
it was Gop who firlt wrought in you to repent — 
and believe, and that you was made obedient by 

a divine efficiency. You, have no reafon to de- 

fpond ; for Gop, who hath begun his own work, 

can finith it, and overcome all y our {piritual-en- 

emies. You have the prom of bie [piri 
ae 
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. enlighten and fanétify, to remove your remaining 
fin, and fit you for his own prefence.. Under a 
fenfe of weaknefs you may plead the covenant, 
and afk his grace to control your wills and direct 
your practice. 

Tus is all the encouragement to diligence 
which a weak chriftian can need, and it was prop- 
er to be added with the exhortation, work out 
your own falvation. It has the nature of a promife, 
to thofe who have become evangelically obedient, 
that Gen will in future be with them. To the 
unbelieving and impenitent, to thofe who have 
never obeyed, there are no promifes made ; nor 
‘is it fit there fhould be any. If Gop hath not 
begun to influence their wills, that is, work in 
them to will; there is no certainty from any 
thing he hath faid in the fcriptures, that he ever 
will thus work. As they are now in a ftate of 
unpardoned oppofition to divine holinefs, and 
have never, in any refpect, complied with the 
condition to which final falvation is promifed, 
they may always remain as ignorant and obdurate 
as they beat prefent. Thofe who have become 
obedient, in their future exertions muft depend 
on the aid of promifed grace. This dependance, 
‘is ufing means in the exercife of faith, which to 
thofe who do itis never in vain. Whoever, 
prays, hears and meditates, looking to Gop for 

. the fanctifying efficacy of his holy {pirit, will by 

_ experience find him working in them to will and 

todo ; and they will be fenfible no greater en- 
couragement is needed. 
To the exhortation, there is another direétion 
added. Work out your own falvation, with fear 
and trembling. Be diligent, be {trenuous, be rev- 
erent in all your endeavours. 
Be diligent, for there is much to be done in 
- refifting fin—and fecking holinefs, and the con- 
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fequences are great and eternal. Be renious te 
for weak and intermitting efforts, are not ade- 
quate to the difficulties which you will meet. Be 
reverent ; for fuccefs depends wholly on a divine 
co-operation, and none have right to expect his 
fpirit, unlefs they have a moft reverent fenfe of 
his being, action and purity. In working out 
his own falvation, the chriltian ought to have a 
deep fenfe of the danger of fin. Known and wilful 
{in will always prevent the fenfible communica- 
tion of ftrength, from Gop. His children may 
be permitted to fall into wilful rebellion ; but 
when this is the cafe, they muft be brought into 
a ftate of trembling concern, before they will 
experience again a iene abs efficacy with the 
means which are ufed. 

EXPERIENCE in the chriftian life, ’ will oh ct 
the admirable fitnefs and truth of the exhortation 
in the text. It will convince of the need of work- 
ing. ‘That no one can grow in faith and holi- 
nels, without a moft diligent attention to the 
means, which infinite wifdom hath appointed. 
Whenever, reading the word of Gop, prayer, 
meditation, felf-examination, and a moft watch- 
ful care over the heart and praétice are omitted 5’ 
fpiritual affection will ceafe to be fenfible, and 
both the power and comforts of religion will be 
gone. Although means cannot fanéiify, Gop 
never gives his influence to purify his people 
without them ; and to hope for this, in the cone 
fion of means, is high prefumption. , 

CurisTIAN experience will give convidtion of 
its being necefflary for Gop to work in them. 
After the longeft and moft fuccefsful ufe of 
means, a ufe fo fuccefsful that they dare not omit © 
them ; there is ftill the moft thorough convic- 
tion, that all is in vain, if the fpirit of Gop- 
denied. When they are moft vege ae 
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of appointed means ; they are always moft im- 
portunate for a divine influence to accompany. 
The neceflity of ufing means, and the afcription 
of all holinefs to. the immediate action of Gop, 
are truths which fome pretend to confider as con- 
tradictory. It is not feen, in what fenfe, they are 
fo, any more in moral than in natural events. 
But whatever objections there be, in this matter, 
chriftian experience will foon remove them. 
All the holy, will bear a joint teftimony, that it 
is of the Lord’s working they are fanctified ; alfo, 
they will affure us Gop did this, when they were 
moft diligent and perfevering in the means of re- 
ligion. . 

Furtuer, chriftian experience will produce a 
deep concern, left we endeavour and exert our- 
felves, in fuch a way, as will grieve the holy fpirit 
to deny his aid. Gop is as jealous of his own 
honor and of the refpect due to his dire€tions, in 
the difpenfation of fovereign grace ; as he is in 
judging and rewarding by the law. ‘Thofe things, 
which men think to be {mall deviations from the 
prefcribed rule, are often afufficient reafon, for 
the moft holy {pirit to deny his quickening influ- 
ence. If we work in a way not commanded ;_ if 
we add human invention to commanded fervices ; 
if we divide the means, which Gop hath joined ; 
if we ufe means, while living in any known and 
wilful tranfgreflion; or if we depend on the 
means, and think to obtain by our own ftrength 
through their efficacy, forgetting to look to Gop, 
the ufe will be without a bleffing. Infinite. wif 
dom and goodnefs is very particular in the fove- 
reign beftowment of his aid, in order to keep us 
watchful again{t fin, and preferve in us a fen{e of 
our dependence. Thefe things are taught to a 
chriftian, by his experience in the life of faith and 
godlinefs; therefore he works with fear and 
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trembling, left he thould grieve away the fpirit of 
life. | a 
In explaining this text, it has been applied - 
chriftians, who have obeyed and become fancti- 
fied in part. I here feel myfelf brought near to a 
fubject of great importance, which, though plain 
to the experienced chriftian, is very liable to mif- 
reprefentation and imprudent expreffion. It is 
concerning fuch ufe of means, as may be found 
in perfons, who are not fan@ified, and forgiven 
through faith and repentance. Inquiring minds 
will come to this fubject, and find difficulties in 
it ; alfo, they are in danger of embracing fome 
wrong conclufions, unlefs they have been experi- 
mentally taught, or inftruétion is given them, in 
the moft guarded manner. 

_ Tuere.are two errors of a fatal tendency, in- 
to which we may fall. Either, that there is 
nothing to be done by unfanttified men ; or, 
that the external fervices to which they are ex- 
cited by fear and felf-love alone, are the begin- 
ing of real holinefs and preparation for heaven. 
It is dangerous to believe either of thefe. There 
is no real preparation for heaven, without fome 
degree of moral conformity to Gop and his king- 
dom, and the unfanctified finner hath no begin- 
ning of fuch conformity. All his external works 
in praying, hearing and feeking are for himfelf 
and not for Gov. If a terrible law were repeal- 
ed, and a way prepared: for fin to triumph, he 
would feek no longer, and hear and pray no 
more. Therefore, there is no preparation for 
heaven, nor any falvation actually begun in his — 
foul, by all his affiduous fervices. We cannot 
tell him that Gop is working in him, The de- 
fign of infinite wifdom, in awakening and fetting 
the terrors of the law before his mind, is to make 
him acquainted with his own heart, and convince . 
‘ | oy ‘ean 
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memmemalt 
him of a hardnefs and enmity againft divine ho. 
linefs and fovereignty. In this cafe, to tell him 
that his concern and performance of external 
fervice, on legal motives, is fanctification begun, 
would be counteracting the work of Gop, on his 
underftanding and confcience. 

On the other hand, to give any reprefentation 
which will make him conclude he may ceafe the 
form of prayer, and exchange thefe fervices, for 
the profane and thoughirlefs circle of men, is di- 
recting him to fure deftruction, We never fee 
Gon fanétifying the thoughtlefs and fecure. It 
is the manner of infinite wifdom, to open mens 
underftanding on their periland guilt, before he 
‘ fanétifies them. It is alfo his manner to ufe 
their own legal obfervances, 4s means of teaching 
them the fin of their hearts, and their abfolute 
dependence on fovereign, renewing grace. Tho? 
renewing grace doth not always follow fuch con- 
vidtion, we do not fee it given in another way $ 
and by looking through this fubjeét we may fee 
the propriety of this divine difpenfation. The 
whole experience of the church, can give no 
reafon to fuppofe Gon will fanctify fecure finners, 
who live in open negle& of a Sabbath, of prayer, 
of meditation on their own ftate, and of anxious 
concern for efcape. Thefe thoughtlefs fouls are 
in the broad way without knowing it. 


To illuftrate this fubje&, I will propofe and 
anfwer feveral queftions. 


~ Question 1. Tue text has been explained, 
as an exhortation to chriftians, who have already 
experienced fanctifying grace ; may not unholy 
men, be exhorted to work out their falvation 
with fear and trembling ? 

t da pars + U u 
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ANSWER. ALu unholy men ought to be di- 
rected, to work out their own falvation, with fear 
and trembling ; but we cannot give them the 
fame encouragement, which may be given, to 
fuch as have become evangelically obedient. We 
cannot, in truth, tell them, that Gop now doth 
or ever hath, wrought i in them both to will and 
to do.—The preceptive part of the exhortation 
belongs to all men; the encouraging and prom- 
iffory part, only to ‘the obedient. 

_TuHere is but one law, one kind of obedience, 
one fet of promifes, one f{cheme of duty and prac- 
tice placed before mankind. The command and 
exhortation are to all. The promife is to all, 
who comply with the conditions, on which it is 
given. The threatening is againft all, who re- 
main of the temper and heart againft which it is 
denounced. There are two characters among 
men; the holy and unholy. - One of them is en- 
titled to a promife; the other, only to fuch 
threatenings as are merited by difobedience. But 
there are not two fchemes of duty to be placed 
in their view ; one for finners, and the other for 
faints. Unholy men are proper fubjetts of the 
fame exhortations as are given to the obedient. 
In defcribing duty, and direéting the way of fal- 
wation, we do not find the word of Gop makes 
any difference ; but all are commanded to repent 
and believe, and live in all holy converfation. 
The different addrefs of Gon to faints and finners 
takes place in defcribing their chara¢ter, and the 
way in which he will treat them ; and not in 
defcribing obligation and duty, for this is the fame 
onall. And finners ought to be reminded of 
their indifpenfible obligation to oe a the 
duties of chriftian obedience. ~ pa ae 
Q.: 2. Do unfanctified perfons eres begin to 
work out their ownfalvation? ss 
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+ A. Tuey never do begin —Of the many 
things which they do, fome from fear, fome from 
felf-righteoufnefs, and fome from falfe expecta. \ 
tions ; none amount to a beginning of real fal- 
vation. Aconfenting, willing heart is the firft 
thing in falvation, and all they have done comes 
no nearer to this, than their firft excitement to fe- 
rioufnefs. Although fin hath changed its form 
and manner of acting, it ftillreigns. Vifible fe- 
rioufnefs and inquiry come fromthe fame heart, 
as was before acted out, in vanity and a contempt 
of moral obligation. It is fear and not love 
which hath made the change of converfation. 
- The character and law of Gop are no more ami- 
able in their fight, and are no more loved for their 
own excellence, than they ever were. The fin- 
ner is not weaned from himfelf, and every thing 
is done froma principle of fupreme feli-regard. 
‘There is no regard to the honor of Gop. ‘There. 
fore, falvation, which confifts in holinefs of the 
‘heart, is not begun. 

Tue feeking finner, in the fituation I am con- 
fidering, hath not wrought out. his falvation in 
‘part. Some things, which may be matter of 
command, are of fuchanature by the very laws 
of action, that they may be part done and part not 
‘done. A command to goto a diftant place, re- 
quires beginning, and progrefs approaching to- 
wards the end of the command, and may be in 
part effected. Itis not thus in loving and choof- 
ing Gop, in which beginning falvation confifts. 
The will or choice of the heart is for him or a- 
‘gainft him ; he is chofen or rejected ; and no 
part of falvation is wrought out until he is chofen. 
After a finner is fanctified and hath repented and 
believed in Curist, it wil] be proper to fay his 
falvation is wrought out in part ; but before this, 
he is in total difobedience. In all he does, unho- 
ly motives are apparent, and his refolutions and 
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inquiring what he fhall do to be faved, arife from: 
a heart which doth not wifh Gop toreign. | 1. 


is the awakened. finnty diaeueeeemedeal 
than he would have been in a ftate of fecurity and 
forgetfulnels of Gop ? hi 


A. Ir is conceived this queftion tends only to. 
ufelefs fpeculation, and that it was firft originat- 
ed, with an unfriendly defign, to difcredit, either 
ferioufnefs or thofe doétrines of revelation, which 
reprefent men utterly finful. by nature, and de- 
pendent on the fovereign aétion of Gop for their 
deliverance. There is no difficulty in giving this - 
general anfwer to the queftion, that men are bes 
coming worfe, until they repent; whether they 
be in an anxious or a fecure ftate: They are ad- 
ding to an immenfe amount of paft fin and guilt. 
The habit or ftrength of unholy affe€tions is in- 
creafing. ‘They are going further from Gop and 
duty, and becoming expofed to a more heavy 
doom. Continued unbelief, or living without 
faith in Curist and repentance towards Gon, 
always implies a ftate growing worfe and worle. 
If there be any who know they are deftitute’ of» 
real religion, and yet think they are not daily be- 
coming more finful and guilty, they contradié 
the truth of the apoltle. But evil men and Jeducers 
fhall wax worfe and worfe, deceiving, and being des 
ceived. . But if the queftion be, whether inquiring 
finners, who {till remain in unbelief, wax worfe 
either lefs or more, than they would, ina ftate of . 
fecurity ; itis not wife. It is impoffible for men. 
to,form a {cale of increafing finand apply it’ with » 
any certainty to the conditions of the human | 
heart. It is enough for us to know that without > 
halinefs, no man pleafeth Gop.—It is doubtlefs» 
true, that the inquiring finner atts againft an ims. 
creafe of light, which is a circumftance enhancing 
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guilt. It may alfo be true, that many affections 
of his heart, which are completely finful, by the 
terrors of the law, are laid under fome reftraint, 
and are not pointed with fuch energy of oppofi- 
tion againft Gop, as they would be if the law 
were out of fight. It .was before faid the quef- 
tion is ufelefs, and it was introduced in this place 
only to guard againft a mifreprefentation of lome 
other fentiments, which are freely exprefled in 
this difcourfe. . 


 Q. 4. Isthefecure finner, who thinks noth- 
ing of his unhappy cafe, and lives in neglect of 
the vifible fervices of religion, as probablea fub-« 
ject of fanctifying and forgiving grace, as others 
are, who attend to them ° 


A. 1ft. With refped to the fecure, there is 
no prefent reafon to hope for them in particular, 
that they will ever come to repentance. We 
know there is a Gop of infinite power and good- 
nefs. He isable, and it is poflible he may turn 
them; but as we know from his exprefs infor- 
mation many will be left, nothing appears why 
they will not be of the wretched number. Infi- 
nite wifdom gives us no evidence to conclude 
they will be reclaimed, and every thing looks 
contrary to it. ‘They have nota folemn fenfe of — 
Gop, his law, their guilt and danger. They 
neither wifh to turn, nor fee the danger of not 
turning. They are not in the way of obtaining 
certain points of doctrinal knowledge, which fove- 
reign wifdom ufually gives to finners, and gives 
through the medium of their endeavours, before 
he’ fandtifies and forgives.’ They do not feel flain 
by the law, and it is probable they never will, — 
until they have attempted to live by it; and they 
will not attempt to live by it, until they are, by © 
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its terrors, awakened from fecurity and aria 
to feek life in their own ftrength. Fn SS 

adly. Witu refpect to inquiring finners, who 
are anxious and fay what fhall we do to be faved . 
——who are performing many of the vifible fervi- 
ces of religion, and take great pains to efcape the 
wrath to come, there is much more room to 
hope Gop will be merciful to them. It is the 
ufual method of divine fovereignty, to teach men 
they have a difeafe, before he heals ; to wound, 
before he applies the balm; to flay by the law, 
before he makes alive by the gofpel. Knowing 
this to be the method of infinite wifdom, when 
we fee their confciences alive, their fear very fen- 
fible, their apprehenfions of Gop and of their 
own danger fo real as makes them endeavour to 
efcape punifhment ; though it benot evangelical 
obedience, we hope that free grace yet defigns 
their good: ‘Though they are under the bonds 
of fin, and have hearts as much as ever oppofed 
to gofpel holinefs; though they are attempting 
falvation in a way which will never give it, and 
are thus adding fin to fin; though they are 
difhonoring the infinite grace of the gofpel, and 
by every trembling fervice, which they offer from 
their prefent motives, are denying~ evangelical 
humility and the lovelinefs of Curist; though 
they appear to have no experimental ideas of 
evangelical obedience, we {till hope that fovereign 
mercy defigns them eternal good. s 

Anp why do we hope this? Not becaufe they 
are becoming worthy or better, or arein a gofpel 
fenfe becoming obedient; for there is no gof- 
pel obedience fhort of faith and repentance. Not 
becaufe their reigning temper would not make 
them eternally miferable if left under its power. 
Not becaule there is any promife.of Gop to per- 
fons in this fituation; for many are brought thus 
far, and then grieving the holy fpirit by their long 
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refiftance, he leaves them to fecurity, and they 
become, apparently, more hardened in fin, than 
ever before. 

We hope, becaufe Gop hath not wholly de- 
nied his convincing influence. He is acting on 
their minds, in a way naturally calculated, to give 
that experimental knowledge of fin, guilt and 
{piritual impotency, which is ufually wrought in 
finners before their change through grace. He 
is preparing them, through the medium of their 
own finful endeavours, and their ftubborn refift- 
ance to gofpel fubmiffion ; to receive falvation, 
when imparted, as a fovereign gift, They are 
alfo by this, in many refpetts which might be 
mentioned, prepared to receive and ufe the grace 
of Gop without abufing it. When falvation is 
begua, they will know it is the Lord who hath 
done it. . They will be fenfible, that all they have 
done, and the fervices by which they thought 
themfelves to be making their calling and ele&- 
ion fure, were wholly finful, and the motives 
from which they acted were all unholy. They 
will afcribe to fovereign grace the glory of refcu- 
ing them, at a moment, in which they were sie 
unworthy to be fpared. 

‘From what has been faid on this fubjeé&, it 
appears that great prudence and faithfulnefs are 
neceflary, in thofe who teach inquiring finners. 
It is one of the moft folemn fituations in which a 
religious inftrugtor can be placed. 

Tue finful perfon takes no pleafure in the 
vifible fervices of religion for their own fake, 
He is impelled by danger to think. He wifhes 
he could eafily forget his own cafe. The fervi- 
ces to which he reforts have nothing in them 
pleafing, and are only chofen in preference toa 
true obedience of the heart. If, in this moment, 
the inftrudtor fays, any thing which can be caught 
hold of, as an excufe for returning to former fe. 
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éutity and negligence, it will be received, 
the laft ftate is worfe than the firft. Or if the 
inftru€tor leads him to fuppofe he is faft growing 
better; that a holy Gop is in fome degree fatif- 
fied with his external reformation, his meditation, 
prayers, and zeal in a good caufe; thatif he will 
go on in this way, there is no doubt of his fafe- 
ty; this inftru€tion will quiet confcience, and 
build up a felf-righteoufnefs, which is directly 
oppofed to gofpel holinefs. 
INTEGRITY is wifdom. The finner, in this 
cafe hath a right to the truth; for his foul, his 
eternity is at rifque. He fhould be led to a fight 
of his heart; fhould be told that all thefe fervi- 
ces are not the true gofpel duty required from 
him; that he muft defpair of help and fafety by 
all he does, and bow before a fovereign Gop, 
who may deliver or reject as he pleafeth. The 
nature of unbelief, with all that variety of forms, 
which it affumes for felf-juftification and eafe of 
confcience, fhould be explained with moft dili- 
gent care. He fhould be told that all he does is 
evil only continually. That while he is endeav- 
ouring to make himfelf better, on his prefent mo- 
tives, he is becoming more worthy of the- end 
which he fears. At the fame time lie fhould be 
cautioned againft relapfing into fecurity, and ex- 
horted to ufe all means, for keeping alivea fenfe 
of his miferable ftate. He fhould be told, Gop 
is not obliged in juftice ever to forgive; ftill, 
that there is more hope, in his prefent cafe, than 
if he were in deep fecurity. It fhows Gop hath 
mot yet faid, my fpirit fhall ftrive no more, For 
perfons on whom this fentence is pafled there is 
mo hope. After all, let every one remember, 
there is no obedience, without repentance toward 
Gop, and faith toward our Lord Fasus Caeser. 
AMEN, 4 ie 
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SERMON XxX. 


: Sanctification of the Sabbath. 


EXODUS xx. 8. 
REMEMBER the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 


‘HE meaning of the word SansaTu, is a day 
i of reft and holy delight in Gop and in his 
works. Creation and providence are natural ev- 
idence of the being of a.Creator. Human reafon 
joins with revelation, in dictating, that fome part 
of our time fhould be fpecially dedicated to wor- 
fhip the Creator and giver of our exiitence and 
all we enjoy. 
_ A SasBaTu was inftituted in the beginning. 
After the creation was completed in fix days, it is 
faid, Gop ended his works which he had made: and 
refied the feventh day from all bis works which he 
bad made. And Gop bleffed the feventh day and 
fanttified it. ? ) 
He fanétified it. By his fpecial command it 
was fet apart to a holy ufe; to holy fervices, and 
meditation on moft holy objects and truths. 
Www | 
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This doth not imply that it is lawful to be une: 
ly on other days. Every mind is able to make 
the diftinction between facred and fecular employ- 
ments, both of which are fit in their proper fea- 
fon. The Sabbath is to be wholly devoted to 
the facred employments of worfhip and religious 
inftruction, and to our preparation for another 
world; which is defcribed as an’eternal Sabbath 
.of praife and holinefs to Gop. 

From this early appointment of a Sabbath, to- 
gether with the reafonablenefs of the inftitution, 
it hath been found that all people, whether chrif- 
tians or heathen, have had appointed feafons of 
homage to the Gops whom they adored. ‘Tho’ 
fanctifying a feventh part of time, has been for- 
gotten by multitudes of men; it does not appear, 
that a fenfe of propriety in appointing certain 
feafons for religious worfhip, has been obliterated 
by the total depravity of human nature, éven from 
heathen minds. Although apoftates from chrif 
tianity travelling into the fhades of heathenifm, 
may have given this reprefentation of fome tribes 
of men; the fact doth not appear to be well au- 
thenticated. ‘The reporters were prejudiced by 
their own wifh to find fuch a faét... Alfo they 
have been generally of fuch a character, that even 
heathen would early difcover their impiety, and 
hide from them their facred myfteries. The 
greateft number, of thofe who have denied the 
fitnefs of appropriate feafons for divine worthip, 
will be found among apoftates from chriftianity. 
Thefe perfons, having long finned againft great 
light, in many inftances, appear to be given 
op to {trong delufion. Their refiftance to reveal- 
ed light, has ended in the ftupefaction of natural 
con{cience, fo that reafon remonftrates no longer 
againft the rebellion of a wicked heart. This is 
the natural confequence of long continued fin 
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againft clear light. Thofe, who are confcious, 
they have been thus doing, ought to fufpe their 
own judgment ; for they are making their minds 
dark, and it is not improbable that Gop may 
give them upto believe a lie. 

Tue account of the patriarchal ages, given by 
Mofes, is concife, and only fuch events are recor- 
ded, as were abfolutely neceflary to teach the hu- 
man character, and juitify the fucceeding events 
of divine government. It appears that divine 
knowledge, was given occafionally by fpecial rev- 
elations, to particular perfons and families, who 
did not wifh to forget Gop and plunge into deep 
idolatry. Whatever, of thofe early ages, was ne- 

ceflary for our prefent inftruGtion, may doubtlefs 

be found recorded in the fcriptures. We find 
there hath been a church from the beginning, in 
which the true Gop hath been worfhipped. We 
_have reafon to fuppofe, that in the church a fev- 
enth part of time was acknowledged and obfer- 
ved as facred; and that there hath always been 
a remnant, who refted and fanctified the Sabbath 
of the Lord according to his own example. 

Wuen the Mofaic difpenfation was given the 
law of the Sabbath was renewed. It was. intro- 
duced as one of the ten commandments, which 
- area fummary of the duties due to Gop and man. . 
In the Mofaic revelation; we find the moft pofi- 
tive laws appointing the day, the manner of obfer- 
_ vation, the duties of a religious worfhip to be per- 
formed, and penalties on the difobedient. Gop 
calls the Sabbath his covenant with the people of 
Ifrael. Wherefore the children of Ifrael fhall keep 
the Sabbath, to obferve the Sabbath throughout their 
generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a fign 
between me and the children of Irael forever. Of 
fuch importance did Gop efteem the keeping of 
a Sabbath, that his yifible appearance for them, 
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as their covenant Gop, depended upon the 
obedience to this inftitution. ta 
In all the fucceeding prophets, profaning the — 

Sabbath is mentioned as a fin, which direétly ex- 
poled them to the moft defolating judgments of 

eaven; and when they kept the Sabbath of the 
Lord, we find him remarkably appearing for them 
in the hour of peril. In the fequel of this dif- 
courfe, we fhall fee the connexion between a 
holy keeping of the Sabbath, and a performance 
of other religious duty ; fo that a people or per- 
fon profaning this inftitution, againft their own 
knowledge, cannot be fuppofed holy. ‘This ac- 
counts for the ftriét guard Gop hath placed over 
the Sabbath; for his promifes to a faithful per- 
formance of it ; and his threatened judgments 
again{t its profanation. From thoroughly ex- 
amining this fubject, we fhall find a connexion: 
between a holy keeping of Gop’s day, and all 
the bleflings men need. ‘The bleffings of this, 
world, as well as of another.—The bleffings of 
order—civil regularity and good government— 
family fubordination—diffufion of knowledge a- 
mong the people—perfonal piety—and ° eternal 
life. None of thefe can be had, but through’an 
obfervance of Gop’s holy day. ‘The lofs of civil 
and focial good and of the kingdom of heaven 
‘is the penalty for difobediénce. If men forget 
their everlafting good, they ought not to deny 
and neglect the Sabbath, fo long as they wifh 
for focial peace and julticein this world. This 
view of the fubject, juftifies the wifdom and good- - 
nefs of Gop, in the multitude of injunctions, re- 
proofs, threatenings, and promifes recorded in 
his word. It alfo juftifies his punifhment of his 
church by enemies and other external judgments 
for their neglect of the Sabbath. It was better” 
for his people, they fhould be brought back to. 
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confideration: by an external fcourge; than fuf- 
fered to go on in a neglett of divine worthip, 
which muft end in the utter extinction of that 
moral fentiment, by which alone there can be 
peace in families and juftice in civil fociety. 

~ Unoer the chriftian difpenfation, the law of a 
Sabbath is continued in its full force. Although 
there be a change of time, from the feventh to 
the firft day of the week, in commemoration of 
Curist’s refurreétion ; a feventh part of time is 
referved’as facred to the worfhip of Gop. The 
fame general reafons for keeping a Sabbath, which 
have been from the beginniug do {till continue. 
There is not an intimation of the law or duty be- 
ing repealed. It was a precept of the moral 
law, which is of everlafting obligation. We 
have the example of Curist and _ his apoftles 
for keeping holy time. And there area multi- 
tude of precepts, enjoining holinefs, chriftian 
duty, the worfhip of Gop, the rights and manner 
of inftruction and worfhip, which teach chriftians 
the obfervance of a Sabbath, plainly as could be 
exprefled by a repetition of the original inftitu- 
tion. 

ALTHo’ reafon can determine the propriety of 
worthipping Gon on ftated feafons ; it doth not 
appear that the exact proportion of time to be 
thus confecrated could be known by us without 
a revelation. If this were left to human decif- 
ion, there would be great diverfity of fentiment, 
among thofe, who are well affected to divine 
honor ; and thofe who diflike his fervice, would 
foon fall into a total negledt of the duty. Infi- 
‘nite wifdom, looking on the natural and moral 
ftate, condition and wants of men, is able to 
point out the proportion of time, that ought to 
be confecrated as a Sabbath. Experience has 
‘confirmed the wifdom of the proportion, and 
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Shows that it does not interfere with a provifion 
for the wants of the body, and is alfo fufficient 
fora molt happy effect in prefent fociety and in 
preparing our minds for the world to come. 

As it is proper, that the proportion of Sabbat- 
ical time fhould be determined by Gop; {fo it is, 
alfo, that the particular day or time fhould be ap- 
pointed by his high authority. If the particu- — 
lar time were not appointed ungrateful men 
would defraud Gop of his right; and by en- 
deavouring to accommodate facred time to their — 
fecular purpofes, all focial union in the worfhip of 
Gop would be fruftrated. 

One of the great benefits of an inftituted Sab- 
bath is, that it fecures focial worfhip. The na- 
ture of men is focial. Moral obligation and the 
Jaws of religion are focial. ‘The human mind _is 
powerfully affected by a focial union, in adoring 
and praifing Gop—in feeking inftruction of oun 
duty—and offering up our prayers. Both focial 
and folitary worfhip, are in their place abfolutely 
neceflary for a life of religion; and it may juftly 
be queftioned, whether any perfon who entirely 
neglects one, ever performs the other with any 
confiderable propriety. if the fanétuary be de- 
ferted; there will bea lofs of thofe holy focial 
affections in the foul, which give warmth and fer- 
-yency in the clofet. Ifthe clofet be deferted, fo- 
cial worfhip will degenerate into formality or pa- 
geantry, and there will not be that folemn fenfe 
of Gop and our own wants, which is beft gain- 
ed in retirement, where external enticements are 
removed, and we feel ourfelves alone witha great 
and holy Gop. There is a wonderful harmony 
between divine inftitutions, and the natural prin- 
ciples on which the human mind is conftruéted, 
feels and aéts. This confideration alone,if it 
were thoroughly fearched might go far to con- 
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vince an infidel. The harmony of natural and 
moral law, fhows the divine author and proves 
moral obligationon men. ‘There cannot be in 
our minds, a due feeling of the holy and focial 
obligations of religion, without focial worthip 5 
and there cannot be any ftated focial worfhip 
‘without a Sabbath. 

A MULTITUDE of perfons, in the chriftian 
world, who negleé public focial worfhip of Gop, 
do hereby fully prove themfelves to be deftitute’ 
_ of piety. Want of health and opportunity may 

be accepted as an excufe ; but after thefe, there 

remains no excufe. If they fay, they can wor- 
~fhip alone—that they are the beft judges of their 

own wants—can beft call on Gop for themfelves 3 

all thefe are no excufe. Even allowing all this, 

ftill they ought not to neglett focial worfhip. 

‘Gop is the beft judge, and can tell what he will 
accept, and how and where he will give the aid 
*of his Spirit. If religion confifts in focial affec- 

tions, it is impoffible that worfhip fhould be al. 

ways beft performed alone. It is obftinacy a- 

gainft infinite wifdom to -contend in this point, 

-and prefumption to think we are the beft judges 
-after Gop hath expreffed his precept: If men 
- neglect apparent commands, although they may 

think themfelves {crupuloufly attentive to duty in 
tmany other things; they have ftill no reafon to 

‘expect a divine blefling on the things which they 
“are attentive to do. . 

- Arrer all, there is from experience, little rea- 
‘fon to credit the fincerity of thofe, who fay they 
are the beft judges of their own wants, and of the 
“manner and time of worfhipping Gop. ‘There 
is great reafon to fear it is merely an excufe for 
neglecting a known duty; and that they have 
Become fo hardened, as to pretend a ferious: de. 
fence forthenegle& of Gon’s command. Wedo 
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not find thofe who neglect public focial eae 
attentive to duty either in the family or. clofet.. 
They do not appear to have that folemnity, that . 
fenfe of a prefent Gop and of their own wants, t 
which accompany much private devotion. Ei- 
ther ftupidity and thoughtleflnefs of Gop, or 
great impiety are marked in their whole ‘ appear-_ 
ance. If Gop were to fet. eternity before fuch 
minds, in the manner it may appear to them. at 
death, and will certainly open to them when they - 
enter it ; it would entirely filence the excufe that 
they beft knew their own wants, and the proper 
manner and time of worfhipping Gop. 


Arter thefe general remarks on the fubjeét; 
I fall attempt the following things. 


I. Inquire how the Sabbath is to be fanc. 
tified. £F 


Il. To defcribe the worldly benefits, which: res 
fult from a faithful obfervance of the inftitution. _ 


“Il. To defcribe its happy influence in prepare | 
ing us for the world to come. 


I. 1am to inquire how the Sabbath is to be 
fanctified. 

Tue words holy and Aolinefs, when applied to 
minds, mean a conformity to Gop and his law. 
It is the temper, affections and_ practice which _ 
conftitute moral and evangelical obedience. Ms ae 
linefs is our whole duty, refulting from the char- 
atter of all the moral agents with whom we are. 
conne¢ted, and from our relation to them. ‘Ati is 

our preparation for heavenly” bleffednefs, 
the evidence of our forgivenefs by the free Brac 
of Gop through Jesus Curis. The J ho og 
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of intelligent minds, muft therefore confift in 
voluntary exercife of the heart, and a corref. 
pondent practice in our treatment of Gop, and. 
our brethren of every degree in the rational uni. 
verfe. 

Hotness is alfo afcribed to objects inanimate 
—to times—to places—to offices—and to many 
things which cam neither exercife volition nor 
underftand. Thus the houfe of Gop, his Sab- 
bath, and all the things employed in his’ worfhip 
are called holy. Whatever is fpecially devoted 
to a facred ufe, is in this fenfe holy unto the 
Lord, and a mifapplication is confidered by Gop 
as a grievous fin. — 


RememsiEr the Sabbath day to keep it holy. In 
this precept the word 4d/y is to be underftood in 
both the aforementioned fenfes. The time of 
the whole day is to be made facred to the fervice 
of Gop in worfhipping him. No other ufe of it, 
either in labor, or amufement, or the promotion 
of fecular concerns, or in thinking of the inter« 
efts and pleafures of the world, is to be admitted. 
This is making the day holy, in fuch a fenfe, as 
inanimate things admit the application of the 
word. 


To keep it holy—This dedication of the day is 
to be done with a holy heart. We are to make 
a holy ufe of it, from holy motives. The Lord 
looketh on the heart—he fees our motives and ine 
tentions in all our vifible fervice, and if it come 
from an evil motive, it is not accepted by him as 
true worfhip.—In the firft ‘chapter of Ifaiah’s 
prophecy, there isa very folemn expoftulation 
with his people, on this fubjeét, which all ought 
to read with deep felf-examination. Yo what pur- 
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pofe is the multitude of your facrifices unto me 2 faith 
the.Lord. Iam full of the burnt-ofering of rams; 
and the fat of fed beafts, and I delight not in the 
blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats:. When 
ye come to appear before me, who hath required thisat 
your hands, to tread my courts. "Vhat is, with the 
temper and the heart from which you perform 
your fervices.—The calling of your affembliesI can- 
not away with ; it is iniquity even the folemn meeting. 
Your new moons, and your appointed fea/ts my foul hat- 
eth: they are atrouble unto me: I am weary to bear 
them. And when you fpread forth your hands, I 
will hide mine eyes from. you; when ye make many 
prayers Iwill not hear : your hands are full of blood. 
Wajb ye, make you clean, put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes, ceafe to do evil; learn to 
do well.—Here was an inftance, invwhich the day 
of Gop was vifibly made facred to religious ufes;: 
but they did not keep it in a holy manner.» Al-’ 
though the external fervice was according to/pre-’ 
{cription, it was vitiated by a formal, thoughtlefs’ 
and unholy heart. The prophet Ezekiel def 
cribes the fame character. They come unto thee as 
the people cometh, and they fit before thee as my people, 
and they hear thy words but will not do them*; for 
with their mouth they foew much love, but their heart 
goeth after their covetoufnefs—The proper fervices, 
by which the time is made facred, willbe prefent- ° 
ly confidered ; but whatever they be, omnifcient 
holinefs feeth guilt in the whole, unlefs it be» 
done witha pure heart... A holy dedication of 
external objects and of times can never come in’ 
the place of an honeft, a worfhipping -heart. ~ 
The holinefs of times and places is made to aid» 
the holinefs of our hearts; and our hearts were © 
not made, merely-to fay thefe external things are ~ 
holy, and to go no further. The Sabbath was” 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. The 
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great ufe of the day is to praife and love Gop, 
with the whole heart—To underftand his will 
- and our own duty moft fpiritually—to fearch 
out his law—to feek a conformity to his infinite 
holinefs—to grow in faith and repentance—and 
to prepare ourfelves for an eternal Sabbath of 
holy delight in beholding him. An inward fanc- 
tification in all manner of godlinefs is, therefore, 
remembering the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 
On this day we are to converfe dire€tly with 
Gop and our own hearts, and defire thofe com- 
munications of the bleffed Spirit, by which he 
cometh down into the hearts of his people, com- 
muning with them and fetting them apart for: 
himfelf. We fhould feek for {uch an apprehen- 
fion of Gop, prefent at all times, but efpecially 
prefent through his world on that day ; as’will 
make all furrounding objects appear to us as fol- 
- emn as they be peaceful and ftill through a cefla- 
tion of earthly labors. If our hearts be right this 
will be the folemnity of joy, and not of dread ; 
and we thall feel a holy reft in admiring and ferv- 
ing the Creator. 

INDOLENCE is not the reft propofed for the 
Sabbath.—Heaven is a ftate of reft, but not of in- 
dolence.—So ought the Sabbath to bea reft, from 
thofe flavifh labors of human life to which we are 
condemned in juftice, and which are alfo necefla- : 
ry to preferve us from the tyranny of our own 
appetites, that lead to fin.—It is a reft from con 
cerning ourfelves about worldly plans of ambi- 
tion and gain—a reft from thinking of fuch enti- 
cing objects as have gained an undue afcendency 
over our hearts through our paft converfe with 
them. If heaven is to bea ftate of reft, the time 
preparatory to it, may eminently be called the reft | 
_ of good menonearth. The man who calls him- 
felf a chriftian, and can loiter and fleep away the 
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. Sabbath of the Lord, when there are fo many du- 
ties to be done which mutt be pleafing to a good 
heart, is indeed in the fleep of death eternal. — 

Ir there be not a folemn fenfe of eternal things 
in the mind, there is no reafon to expect the 
Sabbath will be obferved, in the manner which 
Gop requires ; and fo as to fecure final falvation. 
Among thofe who profefs to keep the Sabbath, 
do not many loofe all {piritual advantage from it ? 
A worldly eafe is the thing they feck. “The con- 
cerns of a never dying foul are forgotten. They 
do not refle@t that they are finners, and need 
fandtification and forgivenefs ; nor that reft from 
worldly concerns, implies the need of induftry in 
the fpiritual. They divide the day between an 
accommodation to eafe and to fafhion. A par- 
tial attendance in the fanétuary is the religion of 
the day, and when this is finifhed, converfation 
on the moft vain and uninterefting fubjeéts “fin- 
ifhes the decorum. A week begun in fuch con- 
verfation, will probably be ended with very few 
thoughts of Gop. His providence will be for- 
gotten, and daily piety will be unknown. Ina 
Sabbath thus {pent there is no advance towards 
heaven. ih 
. He that hath an ear let him hear. The Sab- 
bath was given to us as a feafon of preparation 
for another ftate of being. Although infinite 
wifdom faw it beft to fubjeé us to the labors of 
the world, by which the greateft part of our time 
muft be confumed, he hath fo conftruéted things, 
that every feventh day may be wholly devoted to 
the interefts of another world, without expofing 
‘ourfelves to want in this.. We are therefore ac- 
countable to Gon for this time. We hall all be 
called to account for the feafon—to fhow: what 
inftruction we have gained—and what advance 
we have made in conformity to Gop. ~~~ 
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. Havine mentioned the purity and holinefs of 

heart, which is neceflary for remembering the Sab- 
bath day to keep it holy; \ will, sEcoNDLY, de- 
{cribe the fervices by which the day is to be con- 
fecrated to Gop and religion, 


_ 4. Tue public worfhip of Gop in his fanuary. 
Pustic focial worfhip is as exprefsly commad- 

ed by Gop, as the obfervance of a Sabbath. 
The meaning of the word convocation is, a com- 
ing together of the people. Concerning the Sab- 
bath Mofes commanded. Six days fhall work be 
done but the feventh day is the Sabbath of reft, an 
holy convocation : ye fhall de no work therein : it is 

- the Sabbath of the Lord, in all your dwellings. The 
Sabbath worfhip of the temple and fynagogue 
was exprefsly apponted, and many promifes given 

to the right performance, and many reproofs of 
neglect. Jesus Curist taught publicly on the 
Sabbath. nd as his cuftom was, he went into the 
Synagogue on the Sabbath day, and ftood up for to 
read. And he came down to Capernaum, a city of 
Gallilee, and taught them on the Sabbath days. We 
find the apoftles, and the church where they were, 
always aflembled on the firft day of the week or 
chriftian Sabbath. Chriftians are exhorted. Not 

_ forfaking the affembling of yourfelves together as the 
manner of fome is. But exhorting ene another, and 
» fo much the more, as ye fee the day approaching. 
_. Thefeinjunétions are repeated, not ‘to convince 
_ ferious people, who already know and are difpo- 
fed to comply with their duty ; but to warm fuch 
_. as with to think, that it is a matter left for every 
_ man’s difcretionary determination, whether he 
_ will negleét or join in the public worfhip of Gop. 
_The command is pofitive and without any excep- 
tion, Itis fit that thofe, who receive mercies and 
meet afflictions in common; who fin together ; 
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who need an affiftance in duties which they m 
perform together, to unite in worfhip, in prayer, 7 
in praife, in meditating and confeffing their fin, 
in fearching the word “of Gop, and feeking. the. 
fpirit and practice of brotherly love, whichis the- 
evidence they belong to CHRIsT. 
’ AuTHo’ the manner, the hour, and the order. 
of particular fervices, are left to the prudent de- 
termination of the church, and may be varied to 
accommodate them to the {pecial events of prov- 
idence and the circumftances of particular peo- 
ple; yet the general parts of public worfhip are 
fixed by {criptural precept and example. Prayer. 
for temporal and  {piritual bleflings—praife for _ 
mercies received—and inftru€tion concerning . 
Gop and our own duty, are fervices proper for. 
all people, and have the authority. of divine ai 
pointment. i: 
Tue focial nature of man is ftrongly st oneled, 
by the fervices of the fanctuary. ‘The affections . 
of the heart become communional. Brotherly _ 
love, which if true is the fpirit of heayen, is in< 
fenfibly diffufed through the chriftian affembly. 
Here the pious mind, folemnized by the prefence 
of the great king of the church, and the rever- 
ence of his brethren, learns to Biles to obey, to: 
praife, to feel a univerfal providence, to ‘realize 
the vanities of a finful world and the glorious 
communion of faints in the world to come, 
Here picty‘towards Gop is quickened, and kind | 
affections to men are ftrengthened. Here we re- , 
joice with thofe who rejoice, and mourn with thofe 
who mourn. Many of the duties of religion are _ 
focial and our fellowmen are the objects of them, : 
and it is impoflible we fhould be quickened to the. 
performance fo powerfully, in any other way, emus 
by uniting in the worfhip of our Gop and Re: St 
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‘We have the example of eminent faints on fa- 
cred record, and the teftimony of chriftians in ail 
ages, that the public worfhip of Gop was to them 
a feafon of great fpiritual improvement and de- 
light. David faith, Bleffed is the man whom, thou 
choofeft and caufeft to approach unto thee: that. hé 
may dwell in thy courts: we fhall be fatisfied with 
the goodne/s of thy houfe, even of thy holy temple. 
How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of bofts ! 
My foul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of 
the Lord: my heart and my flefh crieth out for the 
living Gop. Bleffed are they that dwell in thy houfe. 
they will be frill praifing thee. he ardent. love, 

_and that fpiritual improvement in the fanctuary, 
which the Pfalmift expreffed in thefe and in many 
other places, has been felt and teftified by the 
people of Gop in all ages of the church, --Al- 
though the focial worfhip of this world is full of 
imperfection, through the remaining fin of thofe | 
who are moft fandtified ; it muft {till be a pleaf- 
ure to thofe, who are prepared by the beginning 
of a holy temper, for the focial and perfect wors 
{hip of the heavenly world. 


2. Tue Sabbath is a moft favorable opportus 
nity for family worfhip and inftru¢tion. 


Every houfe ought to be a temple facred to , 
Gop and the duties of religion ; and every fam- 
ily a little congregation for prayer and _praife. 
It is impoffible that the great body of mankind, 
confidered either as a civil or religious commu- 
nity, fhould be well regulated, when families are 
a nurfery of diforder and impiety. All order be- 
gins in houfehold government, inftruction and... 
religion, It is the nature of fin to break fociety 
_ in pieces. No wifdom below infinite, could ar- 
” range a ftate in which finners may have any de- 
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gree of order and peace. The infinite wifdom’ 
Gop is difplayed in preferving fo much order 
and peace, as is experienced in this world, where’ 4 
all come into exiftence under the power of fi nful - 
principles. The natural formation of families is — 
a principal circumftance in this arrangement of 
infinite wifdom. It is in thefe, ‘that order and: 
diforder, virtue and vice, happinefs and mifery. 
begin. After we know the order, the govern- 
ment, the principles and prattice of families, we 
may from this determine the charaéter and pract-~ 
ice of the civil {tate and of the church compofed - 
out of them. When all reftraint and all religious — 
inftruGtion are neglected in families; the next 
generation will come on_ the ftage prepared to 
rufh into all-manner of licentioufnefs. There 
will be no well regulated civil government ; and 
either the rod of defpotifm muft govern, or the 
more dreadful horrors of anarchy, in which ev-_ 
ery man isa tyrant to his neighbours, muft been. » 
dured. There will be no chriftian order—no 
brotherly love—no kind affe&tion—none of ‘the 
temper and praétice by which the people: se Gop 
are prepared for their everlafting reft. 

THe importance of family abverntient and 
religion, as it relates to civil well-being, hath 
never been fufficiently confidered and enforced. 
Men may in vain feek for a union of government 
and freedom, when families are a nurfery for im- 
morality. But I am at prefent called to confider 
families, and family religion, in another point of 
view, and as they itand related to the church of — 
Curist and the prattice of undefiled religion. w 

PARENTS and governors of families are'minif-. 
ters of Gop, who have the firft ” ‘opportunity ‘of. 
aéting on human minds. ‘By’ the law of nature . 
he places the young'in their hands ; and” 
laws of religion he ee them authority to | gov- 
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ern andinftru@. Thofe who comevicious from 
the {chool of education, have little profpect of 
being amended. The inftances which we fee of 
reclaimed fenfualifts and infidels, are generally 
from among thofe, who have become debauched 
in principles and practice,after another education 
had been giventhem. And in fuch cafes, the 
early care of pious parents was doubtlefs re- 
membered by a gracious Gop. It is hard de- 
ftroying that tender confcience which is formed 
by the afliduous care of a religious education, 
The apoftate from firft impreffions, feels that they 
have a power over him through his whole life, 
He often reflects, I was not fo taught—I am now 
finning againft the precepts of my pious inftruce 
tors ; and it fometimes feems, as though I heard 
them fpeak back from that awful world to which 
they are gone. Family religion is of infinite im. 
portance to the young. It is thus, confcience re- 
ceives a quicknefs it rarely loofes. A habit of 
reverence for divine things is formed, which can 
never be forgotten. at 

Tuese remarks fhow the importance of a reli- 
gious obfervation of the Sabbath in families. It 
is a moft feafonable time for family worfhip, and 
inftruction in the principles of religion and mo- 
rality. The family are convened—they are re- 
{trained from amufement and labor—they can. 
have no other lawful employment, but to ferve 
Gop and feck their own duty—the world around 
them is ftill, and every circumftance favorable to 
devotion. There needs only the pious diligence 
of a father, a mafter, a leader in the family to 
guide their devotions, to imprefs fentiments of 
morality, to fhow them the connexion between 
their prefent obedience to Gop and their eternal 
bleffednefs—to explain and enforce the doétrines 
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of chriftianity—and to inftamp conviétion on the 
impreflible young mind, againft the deftructivg 
allurements and temptations of a finful world. | 

Bur this is the bufinefs of the fanétuary, faith 
the indolent and irreligious parent. 

Ir is allowed that all this ought to be attempt- 
ed in the fanctuary, and where it is not done the 
minifter of the fanétuary isin fault. But can it 
be expected the inftructions of the fanétuary will 
be of much avail, when they are not enforced in 
the family? It certainly cannot. The mafter of 
the family, ought to be a minifter of religion in 
his own houfe, and add his own inftruction and 
the weight of his authority to public inflitutions. 
He ought to addrefs the feelings of his charge, 
and fhow them that he believes in the reality and 
importance of religion. He fhould advife, in- 
ftruét, reprove, pray, and apply truth to the ya- 
rying conditions of thofe under his care. It is 
his bufinefs to awaken the fecure, to reclaim the. 
wrong, to lead the inquiring, and guide the whole. 
into paths of duty and peace. Unlefs he doth 
this, he hath no right to efteem himfelf a fervant 
of the Lord in his houfe. 

Ir is often a matter of complaint, that fo little 
benefit comes from the public inftruétion of reli- 
gion. The minifters of the fanétuary, if they. 
have chriftian humility, will own their imperfect-_ 
ion. ‘They muft own, that they have great rea- 
fon to be humbled before Gop, for not urging 
family religion and the duty of chriftian parents. 
with more energy than they do; but let parents. 
and the mafters of families fetioufly confider, 
whether. the fault is not partly at their door, 
Can public inftruction be of much avail, when, 
not enforced by houfehold inftruétion?. “Bid not. 


Gop defign, the inftruétion of the. ta and of . 
finefs 


the family to go together? Is it not th 
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of parental authority to enforce facerdotal exhor- 
tation? Is it to be expected the prayer of the 
church will reach the houfehold, which are never 
called to pray for themfelves. The defign of in- 
finite wifdom, in his natural and preceptive infti- 
{tution of families, was to make them fubfervient . 
to his church and the falvation of fouls. If they 
neglect his Sabbath, they become nurferies of 
impiety and deftroy the fouls of the young. 


3dly. In fanétifying the Sabbath and keeping 
it holy, the duties of felf-examination and fecret 
prayer ought not to be omitted. 
- Tuese duties are required of chriftians on 
every day, and a pious life cannot be maintained 
without them.. None, who neglect fecret prayer, 
may expect the aids of the holy Spirit. None, 
who negleé daily examination, will be preferved 
in the holinefs, purity, humility and obedience 
of the gofpel. Daily communion with Gop, 
ard increafe of faith and holinefs, muft be pre- 
ferved by the daily means, of prayer and exami- 
nation. ‘The Sabbath is eminently adapted to 
_thefe duties. No good man, who delights in 
knowing and converfing with Gop, and is hon-- 
eftly difpofed to know his defects in duty, and 
his tranfgreffions of Gop’s law, will omit thefe 
means. ‘There is always employment enough 
for the clofet. ‘To examine the fincerity of our 
family and public duties—to lay open our hearts, 
our aims and motives before Gop—to confefs our 
fins which are hidden from all the world, our 
coldnefs in duty, our want of love, and imper- 
fe€tion in every duty—to pray for the influence 
of his holy Spirit; thefe are fufficient employ- 
ment for the Sabbath, in all the hours which can 
be redeemed from the family and public fervices 
of religion. In this union of holy duties the 
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vs chriftian ought to fpend the day of ek 
* Between his public, his family and his fecret -de. 
‘votion, he will find time little enough to devote 
to the fervice of Gop. ars 


AcainsT this fanétification of the Sabbath a 
multitude of objeGtions may be raifed ; for ob- 
jections are never wanting when the heartis  dif- 
fatisfied. . 


Ir will be faid, this is a fervile and fatiguing 
employment for the day. Whether it be fo or 
not, depends on the ftate of our hearts. If it be 
difagreeable to think of Gop and of our duty, 
and if we be moved to it only by a fear of pun- 
ifhment, the employment’ marked out will be a 
wearinefs. » The day confecrated to Gop and 
‘our duty, muft hang heavily on a mind which 
‘can delight in nothing but worldlinefs and fen- 
fuality. There is no remedy for this difagree- 
ment between holinefs and unholinefs—between 
ferving Gop and forgetting him—between com- 

Ing nigh to him and going far from him. » The 
fame objection may be made againft the whole 
icheme and practice of religion ; yea, even 
againft the rewards of bleffednefs prepared for 
the people of Gop. This ought to convince all 
unholy perfons, that there's a great defect in the 
{tate of their hearts, ‘and that they need to be 
made anew, before they can ferve the Lord ac 
‘ceptably either in this or the world to come. 

Ir is allowed, that through weaknefs of the 
human frame, the mind may be fatigued, by too 
‘long application to a particular truth or fervice. 
But even here, the infinite goodnefs of Gop hath 
provided againft the weaknefs of our frame and 
‘of our minds, in that variety of fervices, by 
"which we are to fanctify and keep his day holy. 
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_ In the duties of the fan@uary, the family. and the 

» clofet there is a grateful variety... Every focial 

» principle, every natural affection, and every law 
ful felf-regard are called in to make our duty 
light and eafy, and to fuftain our minds under 

» pious thoughifulnefs. The fame variety which 
hath been pointed out in this difcourfe, would fuf- 
tain the mind in any other kind of application. 
While in the houfe of Gop we are with the mul- 
titude of our neighbours, friends and brethren. 
The thought of preparing and going together to 
an everlafting heaven of focial joys is enough to 
fill the foul with a divine tran{fport. 

Anp is the {cene lefs endearing, lefs intereft. 
ing in the family ? With whom is the father of 
the houfe communing in the worfhip of his Sa- 
viour? With the.partner of his years and of his 
earthly portion—with his offspring, for whom 
he would willingly {pend and be fpent in all other 
things—with the domeftics who are committed 
to his care by the alwife providence of Gon. 
Thefe fouls are to exift forever. He is their 
guide to eternity. Muft not the thought of this 
be interefting tohim and to every one? How 
pleafing to think, that the endearments now 
formed, if on right principles, will be eternal. 
To complete this animating folemnity, all may 
unite and call on their Lord—may retire to the 
place where an infinite Gop condefcends to meet 
every humble foul, and communicates by his 
Spirit, the joy which is unfpeakable and full of 
glory. 

Ir, after viewing thefe circumftances, any 
complain that this fancification of the Sabbath, 

| is a fervile and fatiguing employment, what can 
we think of their hearts? What can we think of 
_ their chriftian profeffion, if they ever have made 
ene? It wouldbehard to think all fuch wilful 
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SERMON XXL 


Benefits of the Sabbath. 


EXODUS xx. 8. 
' REMEMBER the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 


N a former difcourfe from thefe words the fol- 
lowing things were propofed. 


I. An inquiry how the Sabbath is to be fanc- 
tified. 


Il. To defcribe the worldly benefits, which re- 
fult from a faithful obfervance of the inftitution. 


Ill. To defcribe its happy influence in prepar- 
ing us for the world to come. 


Tue firft of thefe has been largely confidered. 

Iam next to defcribe the worldly benefits, 
which refult from a faithful obfervance of the 
Sabbath. 

Many appear to have an apprehenfion, that re- 
ligion is fomething defigned only for the benefit 
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of another wotld. ‘That if we can have it at tl 
time of death, the whole which religion can give 
_ will beattained. Such an idea arifes from an utter 
experimental ignorance what religion is. ‘True . 
religion is the moft perfect bleffednefs of rational 
beings, in every poflible ftate of exiftence; in 
this world, at death and through eternity. By 
the prefent comforts-of religion, a pious mind 
obtains the higheft conviction, that it is impoffi- 
ble there fhould be a ftate of perfec bleffednefs, 
without a holy. temper and prattice. ‘Take a‘ 
perfon who hath experienced both the pleafures 
of finning and the happinefs and benefits of reli-’ 
gion—tell him that the heavenly ftate is perfectly” 
happy; and without any other defcription he- 
will know that it “is a ftate of perfe@ holinefs.. 
Having experienced both kinds“ ofha pinefs, he 
will have an unfhaken conviction which is the 
perfect one-—which raifes our minds to the great- 
eft dignity they can ever poflefs—and crowns.the 
weak creature with an enduring glofy. Tf this 
be the fruit of a holy heart’; it muft bé,alfo, of 
thofe inftitutions, which are defigned to promote 
holinefs and a fenfe of moral obligation. If 
there were no eternity of confcious exiftence to 
fucceed the prefent life, the Sabbath would be a 
moft excellent inftitution to promote happinefs in 
the family, in the neighbourhood, and in the civil 
ftate. Although it cannot be fuppofed, that thofe 
who keep the Sabbath, only for worldly purpofes, 
are pious people and obey the command; fo re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy, in its high 
intention; there are advantages from their do- 
ing thus, which ought not to'be loft. eo yre- 
férves prefent fociety in a ftate moft favorable td 
human happinefs, and it keeps finners from being 
fo-hafdened in'thé Ways of an unholy héa 
life as they appear to become by anegleét, © 
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_ A wise policy for the family and for the civil 
ftate, will anxioufly preferve the Sabbath. ‘The 
fame reafons which make family fubordination 
and civil government neceflary in the world, do 
alfo juftify a Sabbath and call on every friend of 
ciyil and family order to maintain it by his whole 
influence. We hence find that infidels, difor- 
ganizers of the civil and religious ftate, the ene- 
mies of government in its fubftantial forms, and 
thofe who with to triumph over humanity and 
juftice in their actions, have in every age gather- 
_ edin array againft the chriftian Sabbath, and en- 
deavoured to change it from a feafon holy unto 
the Lord, into a carnival of licentioufnefs and 
fenfuality. This is manifeft from that awful 
league again{t chriftianity, which has been formed 
in the prefent century, and has by fecret art and 
the practice of intrigue been carried to a more 
dangerous length, than any thing of the kind fince 
the chriftian zra. Thefe men, fpread clandef- 
tinely through the limits of Chriftendom, have 
made their grand affault again{t the chriftian 
Sabbath and the purity of family obligation. By 
the means ufed to effectuate the deep malignity of 
their hearts againit religion, they have difcovered. 
a great knowledge of corrupt human nature, how 
it is reftrained and how it is let loofe to all man- 
ner of crimes. Hell itfelf defpairs of making 
the world an Aceldama, of breaking down ali 
order and juftice, and banifhing the’ religion of 
CurisT, while the family is preferved pure, and 
the Sabbath holy unto the Lord. 

Ir there be any who with to reject vital reli- 
gion, yet ftill mean to be on the fide of worldly 
order ; let thefe perfons know that they cannot 
have the worldly order they wifh without recur- 
ing for aid to the ie of the gofpel. Let 
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them fee the weaknefs of their own fcheme of or- 
der and happinefs. Let them behold and trem- 
ble before the dignity*of chriftian inftitutions. 
Let them at length be fenfible, that by their dif- 
tafte to the fpirituality of gofpel doétrines and 
practice; they have been aiding an enemy, which 
attempts to deftroy the family and civil order they 
wifh to preferve. Let them join in fanétifying 
_ thofe inftitutions of heaven, by which alone, the 
focial {tate of man can be preferved and made 
ftrong againft the raging lufts of an apoftate 
world. Some of the many benefits which ac- 
crue to fociety from the obfervance of a Sabbath 
I will mention. 


Ir humanizes the paffions of men, and learns 
them to refpect the rights and the happinefs of 
others. Ps. 

A TRANSIENT acquaintance, with thofe dif- 
tricts in chriftian lands, where the public worfhip 
of Gop is negleGted, will give full conviction of 
this truth. Even a traveller cannot pafs them 
without obferving an unfocial {pirit. ‘The man- 
ners are rough—the words and actions of the 
people difcover, cither a jealous diftance or a 
barbarous infolence—they are lefs pitiful and 
courteous—lefs feeling to the rights of humanity 
—and much lefs fenfible of that moral obligation, 
which unites men as brethren and children of the 
great, the divine family. bes 

Tuer is arefpeé due to the rational nature 
of man, whether he be high or low, rich or poor, 
in power or in weaknefs. There is an evident 
want of this, where Gop is not worfhipped-by a 
public afflembling of the people. ‘Otns difting: - 
interefts, employments, offices and fituations in 
the life of this world, are operating caufes of op- 
pofition and jealoufy ; which, without a ch 
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will come to a great height. This takes place 
between men of different profeflions—of differ. 
ent ftate in point of opulence—and among thofe . 
in the fame walk of life, where little oppofing in- 
terefts happen to arife. By fuch meansthe neigh- 
bourhood which ought to be like a family a little 
more extended, is often divided in enmity, and 
their very proximity becomes a curfe. 

Propicious is the influence of a public Sab- 
bath to leffen or extinguifh thefe evils. The 
whole people of every clafs, rank and condition 
in life, are folemnly called together. Their paf- 
fions are hufhed by the facrednefs of the day.— 
‘Their enmities, unlefs exceedingly bitter, are for 
a moment abated.—They come together in a 
confiderate frame, and theré is an opportunity 
given for reafon to {peak and confcience to tefti- 
fy. ‘They are called to believe that Gon, their 
great, good and venerable Creator is with them. 
By prayer and meditation they feel themfelves 
tranfported before him.—Eternity with its never 
ending rewards is opened to their fight. They 
have a new view of time, the world and their 
_ own conditionin it. They perceive a moral ob- 
ligation fuperior to their own little enmities and 
dividing interefts—-On the common floor of 
humble worfhip, and in the prefence of a Gop 
whofe glory darkens human diftinctions of great 
and little, rich and poor, they feel themfelves ac- 
countable to a holy law, and that they mutt be 
judged and rewarded for all the actions done in 
the body. Thofe who govern remember that 
they are in the place of Gop, to execute right 
in the world, and that there is a court of review 
where their adminiftration will be judged by the 
Lord. Thofe, who are under government, remem- 
ber the powers which be, are ordained of Gop ; 
and that obedience to their lawful authority is 
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obedience to him. The rich are reminded they’ 
~ hall fade in their ways, and that their earthly 
 diftinétions cannot fanctify pride or crimes. The 
poor are taught to be patient, refigned to the 
providence of Gon, to fee the wifdom of his dif- 
ferent difpenfation, and exhorted to lay up for 
themfelves treafures in heaven. All are called to 
“brotherly love, condefcenfion, humility, and 
obedience to the faith of Curist. All are 
called to think of death, judgment’ and eternity. 
The exhibition is inftruQive; it is impreffive. 
It humbles pride—it leffens the objects of the 
world, thus deftroying the caufes of enmity and 
jealoufy—it confoles the weak, the defponding, 
and the opprefled—it makes all confiderate m the 
fear of Gop—and while every one in a con- 
fcioufnefs of his own fin feels humbled before 
-Gop and man, his fenfe of a moral obligation’to 
the duties of a holy and chriftian life, and to 
treat others'as he can’ reafonably defire to’ be 
treated by them, is greatly increafed. 9° 
‘ Ir muft betray great ignorance of human na- 
ture, to deny that this humanizes the paflions-of 
men, and learns them to refpect the rights and 
happinefs of others. If the public.-worfhip of 
- Gop, brings into their fight, his chara€ter and 
their relation to him ; dependence on ‘him; and 
accountablenefs to his judgment, it muft produce 
the happy effects which have been mentioned. 
Mens bad treatment of each other, is carried to 
the greateft height, when the glory of their'com- 
mon Creator and Judge is forgotten. They 
cannot fee him and his relation to the human 
ftate, without fome feeling of an obligation to 
juftice and benevolence towards the members of 
his family. The impreffion on the public mind 
and on public manners, by the weekly celebra- 
tion of a Sabbath, according to the chriftian in- 
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ftitution, is greater than would be conceived, if 
not: taught by experience. — Its effects fpread 
through human life—they are feen in all orders 
and conditions of men—in all inftitutions, . rela- 
tions, and duties of human life. It is thus the 
public opinion of right is formed—it is thus that 
civilization and humanity are brought to the 
higheft pitch in all chriftianized ftates. The 
moft bitter enemies of the doctrines of CurisT 
have allowed the fact. They have allowed the 
chriftian morality to be the moft excellent in the 
world, and the beft adapted to make fociety hap- 
py ; and after granting this, if they were wile, 
. they would allow the doétrines and _inftitutions 
which preferve this morality. and actually imprefs 
it on the mind, to be alfo moft excellent. 
Havine remarked on the influence of a Sab- 
bath to humanize the paflions and prepare men 

_ for fociety generally, in whatever lawful. form it 
exifts ; I. will exemplify this in two inftances,. 
the family and the civil ftate. 

_» Tue advantages of a Sabbath for family. reli- 
gion, and the ‘opportunity it gives to the father 
and mafter of the fantily to do his duty, as the 
‘minifter of Gop in his own houfe, have been al- 
ready mentioned ; to which I may add, that pub- 
lic worfhip gives great affiftance in family govern- 
ment. Asthere cannot, in any place, be public 
order without family government.; fo neither is 
it probable their . will be a pious family govern- 
»ment, without attendance on the public. worfhip 
of Gop. Thisis a great means of keeping alive 
‘inthe mafter of the houfehold, a fenfe of his own 

obligation. By.his public worfhip he is prepar- 
ed for hisfamily duty—feels an obligation from 

* Gop. upon him—and comes from the fanctuary 

_ warmed with a fpirit of devotion, which will. en- 
liven the endearing fcene of family inftruction 


& 
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and worfhip. Thus alfo, thofe under his caré 
are prepared to profit by his inftruction. They 
are taught the duty of family obedience and rev« 
erence, and their minds are prepared to receive . 
more minute inftruction and a perfonal applica« 
tion of the truths, which have been taught more 
generally in the fanctuary. Experience, which 
cannot be contradicted, proves the powerful effi- 
cacy of fanctifying the Sabbath, to preferve order, 
jufiice, love and government in the family and 
neighbourhood. Although there may be civility 
and polite attention, between families where Gop 
is not worfhipped and his Sabbath kept, it is not 
difficult, through the outward fhow, to difcover 
a very doubtful fincerity and a want of deep, 
heart-governing fenfibility. It is the latter which 
abides in the heart under trials and»crofles, and 
makes men friends when we need a friend. How 
itrongly this is illuftrated in fcenes of family trial, 
ficknefs and death which are conftantly happen- 
ing. Let one be laid on the bed of danger, from 
among the fafhionable defpifers of religion and 
of Gop’s Sabbath. Where are the irreligious 
friends, whofe amity was fo tender in the day of 
eafe—who fawned around each other with pro- 
feffions of infinite friendfhip and moft exquifite 
fenfibilities of heart? They are all fled—their 
friendthip is forgotten. The fafhionable, irreli- 
gious fick one muft look another way for help. 
Another kind of people are around the bed of 
groans and death. ‘The plain, the ferious, the 
praying people who kept the Sabbath of the Lord” 
in his fanCtuary and in their families, are now the 
only ones who appear to have fenfibility, and who 
daré expofe themfelves to aid a dying fellow 
mortal. They have fought the Lord to give them 
fuch a temper, and they now find it. ‘They can 
fpend their fleeplefs nights in kind attendance and 
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prayer around the death bed of thofe, who lately 
reviled them for their religious fear of Gop. 
They can pain themfelves to be like their divine 
mafter. O religion of Jesus, how great is.thy 
triumph in fuch a fcene as this! 


A coop civil government is one of the greateft 
benefits of human life. To this chriftianity is fa- 
verable ; and among all chriftian inftitutions, the 
Sabbath is moft favorable. Defpotic tyranny and 
the anarchy of a democratic mob are two ex- 
tremes, placed at an equal diftance from good 
government and civil freedom. And hath the 
- Sabbath any connexion with thefe fubjects? Yes, 
very much. 

Suc is its connexion, that it is_impoflible in 
a great community, to have rational government 
and a true freedom reaching to the great body of 
a people, without a Sabbath, regarded in the or- 
dinances of public piety. General freedom muft 
be founded in a general virtue of the people, and 
a pervading fenfe of moral obligation. ‘Thefe 
cannot be without religion, and religion cannot 
be without a Sabbath. Heathen experience hath 
been a thoufand times convinced, that men mutt 
regard another world or they cannot be held to. 
gether in this, by free civil ties. Heathen ftates, 
from political motives, uphold a falfe religion, 
which they know to be of their own invention ; 
while many in chriftian ftates, are fo blind both. 
politically and religioufly, as to deny their aid to 
a religion which is divinely true. 

THERE are, in this world of paffion and fin, 
but two ways of maintaining government: By 
defpotic power, and by moral information diffu- 
fed among the great body of people. Defpotic 
government is one of the plagues inflicted by an 
angry Gop on guilty men, Moral information, 
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on which freedom and order depend, cannot be. 
diffufed among a people without a Sabbath. E.— 
ven under the rod of defpotifm, if the tyrant can 
be brought to keep and maintain a Sabbath a- 
mong his people, it is an alleviation of their 
wretchednefs. It fo ftings the confcience of op- 
preffors and reminds them of ,their own account- 
ability, that they fometimes think what they do. 
Though all fingle tyrants hate a Sabbath, they 
fometimes maintain it to. deceive men through an 
appearance of piety. The tyranny of the demo- 
cratic multitude always endeavours wholly to ex- 
punge the Sabbath of Gop. It can anfwer no 
defired end in that moft awful ftate of fociety. 
In a government of order, of juftice, and. of 
freedom the chriftian Sabbath is a moft effential 
pillar. By meditating on the adorable rights of 
Jenovaun,and the facred obligations of moral love. 
and juftice, they learn their own rights in rela- 
tion to each other—they . become acquainted 
with the firft principles of happinefs—they learn 
fubordination to Gop. which makes other fubor- 
dination eafy—they are quickened in the focial 
virtues. which fweeten.the connections of civil in- 
tercourfe—they are taught obligation and broth. 
erhood, rights to be granted to others and to be 
enjoyed by themfelves.. In effe€ting this, the 
obfervation of a Sabbath hath great power. Fur- 
ther, the obfervation of a Sabbath hath great in- 
fluence, in promoting that {pirit of inquiry, which 
ends in the attainment of all ufeful knowledge. 
Whatever diffipates and repels ignorance is fa- 
yorable to the beft interefts of fociety, Give 
knowledge to the great body of any people, the 
will in the end gain poffeffion of the greatelt 
worldly bleffings. The Sabbath begets inquiry 
concerning moral and religious fubjeéts, and 
from thefe it is extended to every other, ‘This 
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folves the obfervation, which is often made, that 
the beft inftitutions, for the inftruction of youth, 
are always found, where the Sabbath is moft rege 
ularly obferved. Enough hath been faid to fhow 
the beneficial influence of a Sabbath upon the 
fociety of this world. All, who endeavour: to 
fubvert the inftitution, are aéting a part unfriend- 
ly to human peace. If their defign could be ef 
fected, the civilization on which they depend 
would foon become retrograde—crimes would 
abound—confidence would be loft—and men 
would gradually fink back into that brutality, 
from which the world is in part emerged through 
the influence of chriftianity. ce 
HitTHertTo I have confidered the worldly ben 
efits which refult fron the inftitution and obferv- 
ance of the chriftian Sabbath—-I now ‘come as 
was propofed, 


Ill. To defcribe its happy influence in our pre- 
paration for the world to come. 

Ir it be wife to feek the happinefs of time, 
and if thofe who do any thing effentially to pro- 
mote it are juftly efteemed benefactors of man- 
kind ; how much more wife it is to feek the 
good of an eternal exiftence. Men‘place a high 
value upon fuch good inftitutions, as in their ef- 
- feéts, terminate upon the prefent ftate of our ex- 
iftence. Laws are made to preferve and proteét 
them, and the public will rife, as one animated 
body, to repel the means of their deftruction. 
How much more ought they to be agreed, in 
maintaining the facrednefs of inftitutions, which 
are, if poffible, more neceffary for eternal’ than 
“they be for temporal happinefs. The Sabbath is 
one of thefe inftitutions: It was received from 
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the command of heaven. “It is neceflary for the 
happinefs of earth, and more neceffary for bring. 
ing us to the happinefs of heaven. : Although 
Gop may preferve fome individuals in the fpirit 
and practice of chriftian piety, in places where 
the public inftitutions of religion fall into dif 
ufe, this will not be a general thing. The 
general manner in which infinite wifdom acts is 
by means publicly diffufed. 


1. THe Sabbath is neceflary, to preferve in 
the world, a knowledge of the true Gop. 

ALTHO’ there be much natural evidence, and 
a fulnefs of revealed evidence for the being and 
perfections of Gop ; there muft be ftated times 
for men to. attend to this evidence, to examine 
and meditate upon it, or they Willeremain igno- 
rant of this glorious truth. The heart of man 
naturally goes from Gop. It does not feek to 
find him, unlefs called by the difpenfations of 
providence or by inftitutions appropriated to the 
obtainment of facred knowledge.. The world 
pleafes a finful heart. Its objeéts,, its amufe- 
ments, its cares, its occupying’ events are many, 
and follow each other in inceflant fueceflion.— 
The more they have engroffed any one, the more 
blind his mind becomes to all {piritual confidera- 
tions—to the evidence of Gopugap, of his holy 
character, and the need of a holy confécration to 
his glory. As there is a predifpofition \to feek 
the creatures, Gop will not be fought without 
inftituted times, in which men are debarred from 
other employments, and have means calculated 
to affift them in this. For thefe reafons a Sab- 
bath becomes neceflary to preferve in the world 
a knowledge of the true Gop. It is moft fitly 
called the Lorn’s-pay and the SappaTu of the 
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Lorp, for without this means, it would foon 
come, that he would not be publicly diftinguifh. 
ed from the idols of the heathen,nor known as the 
Jenovan of the whole earth. Thisis anappoint- 
ed opportunity for confidering the evidence of his 
being, hjs rectitude and wifdom, his providence, 
and our dependance on his will. It is  poffible, 
that without this public call, a few individuals 
might devote themfelves to fuch inquiries, but it 
would not be done by the body of the people ; 
whereby they would become inftantly expofed to 
the lufts ofa defigning few. So far as they did 
-or believed any thing, they would implicitly fol- 
low the idolatry, which has always been found, 
to grow up infuch a ftate of things. It isa hard 
thing to retain a true knowledge of the true Gop, 
in the world, where all come into exiftence with 
anholy hearts. There muft be natural evidence 
—there muft be revealed evidence—there mutt 
be public and family inftruction—there muft be 
a providence perpetually inftru@ting men—and 
there mutt be fixed and facred feafons devoted to 
feeking the character and the prefence of Gop. 
-A want of one, in thefe many means, breaks the 
divine fyftem of inftru€tion concerning him, 
and may make all the others without avail. If 
men confidered the labor of infinite wifdom to 
bring himfelf into the knowledge of mankind, 
and how perfeét the fy{tem of inftruction is, which 
he hath appointed, they would not dare omit a 
fingle part of it. 
THose, who have chriftian knowledge from 
the joint influence of all appointed means, not 
confidering the greatnefs of their advantages, are 
teady to be furprized at heathen idolatry; and 
fometimes are ready to think their hearts to be 
naturally more wicked than their own, or they 


488 ; Benefits of Serm. KXI, 
ae id els 
could not remainin fo barbarous and ftupida 
ftate. Before any come to fucha conclufion let 
them confider the multitude of their own means ; 
and efpecially their Sabbaths, without which they 
would probably relapfe into 2 gradual idolatry, 
which in feveral ages would become of the deep- 
eft kind. This thows the powerful influence of 
a Sabbath, in our preparation for ‘ne gees to 
come. 


adly. For the reafons which have juft been 
mentioned, it appears that a Sabbath is neceflary 
to attain, preferve and imprefs on the mind a 
knowledge of the holy fcriptures. 

Gop hath gracioufly taught us by 8 word. 
This word contains doétrines néceflary for falva- 
tion, which could be known in no other y3 
even the whole fcheme of forgivenefs and Tancifi. 
cation through the blood of Curist.. Itis afup- . 
pofition humiliating to men, but evidenced by a 
natural inattention to their eternal concerns 5 
that if they had been left without a Sabbath, few 
indeed would have beeninftructedby a revelation, 4 
The opportunity afforded by a Sabbath, for pub- 
licinftruétion and for private reading and exam. - 
ination of their doctrines, is the principal means of — 
teaching men their facred and all concerning con- 
tents. Ler the Sabbath fall into difufe, and a 
knowledge of the chriftian revelation will fall 
with it. Being immerfed in labor and in pleaf- 

. ure, if men were without a day which demands of 
them to inquire at the mouth of the Lord, his 
word ‘would fali into total difufe. 

Tae 

gdly. Pusire inftrudtion in religion, in the . 
duty we owe to Gop, and the way of our ac. 
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ceptance with him, depends entirely ‘on the ob- 
fervance of a Sabbath. 

ATTACHED as men are to their worldly inter- 
efts and pleafures, it muft be conceded by every 
one, there would be no general attendance on 
public inftruction, if labor and amufement were 
not forbidden on the Sabbath.—Public inftruc- 
tion is an appointment of Gop. The inftitution 
is moft wife, though it muft be executed by very 
finful and imperfect men. It is allowed, that 
thofe who are called to this duty, have reafon to 
lament their infufficiency, and their great defects ; 

and own that they are often guilty of unfaithful- 
nefs. Still Gop is pleafed by the foolifonefs of 
preaching to fave fome._ Although there be great 
deficiency in the inftructors, and many times, 
fuch inattention in the hearers, as feems on firft 
thinking of the fubject, to preclude all benefit’; 
notwithftanding this, there is a great effed. 
Even the moft inattentive, who regularly meet in 
the houfe of Gop, obtain a general knowledge of 
chriftian doétrines and duties. They are led to 
fome inquiry and examination for themfelves. If 
thefe perfons, with fuch means of inftruction have | 
great remaining ignorance, what would their ftate 
be without them? They would doubtlefs fink 
into a ftate of heathenifm. Ifa knowledge of the 
true Gop, ifan acquaintance with his word and 
the doftrines of grace and falvation, are of any 
advantage in preparing for another world; of 
the fame advantage let us efteem the holy Sab- 
bath by which the inftrudction is communicated. 


4thly. A SapsatTu is neceflary to teach us 
our own fpiritual wants. It is a feafon for felf- 
examination, and applying truth to our own 
ftate and cafe. All honeft minds will own it is 
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a difficult thing: to apply truth to their be! Kine 
dition, and that they feel a propenfity t ay. 
This propenfity is common to human nature, and 
when Felix faid, Go thy way for this time } when 
TF have 2 convenient feafon I will call for thee; he 
gave a true picture of the feelings and condué 
of mankind. “While fo many cares’ of the world 
ate around us, are calling us, and ‘we efteent it 
lawful to attend to them; through a diftafte of 
our duty and an unwillingnefs to think our 
ftate tobe bad, we fhall delay a thorough appli- 
cation of truth to our own cafe. Men fuppofe 
the common labors of life to be lawful, ‘and “that 
time thus fpent is lawfully employed ; and if they 
can find any employment, which is efteemed 
‘lawful, they wil! poftpone the humbling, and vag 
agreeable bufinefs of fearching out their « 
fpiritual needs and guilt. A perfon mu be 
very wilful in fin, wholly to negleé& this me on 
the Sabbath ; efpecially if he receive a public 
monition and call to do it, in the plain and fol- 
emn manner it ought to be given. | 
Our Sabbaths were appointed by Gop ig 
to obtain religious knowledge, and apply 
our own cafe; and without them, we fhould fink 
into a deep ftupidity, becoming ignorant’ of our 
hearts and our need of a gracious cleanfing. 
Mens ignorance of their fpiritual condition is one 
of the ftrange effetts of natural degeneracy. 
They often have a doétrinal conviétion’ of truth, 
and know that it relates to themfelves ‘and is of 
the greateft importance; {till remaining, as far - 
from any perfonal application, as if the truth 
were entirely unknown. All this may’ continue 
to be the cate, for a long time, with t any ‘con- 
{cioufnels of guilt or fenfe of danger.” “Th ae 
‘pear to feel as if every thing were’ — 
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cafe fafe and their eternal bleffednefs. fecured. 
This fhows the need of {pecial means to.call our 
attention to a prefent fenfe of truth and our duty. 
We firft need means to inftruct us ; and then to 
refrefh our. memories and imprels the things 
which are known, on our hearts and confciences. 
If a man be certain his. doctrinal knowledge will 
not beincreafed by the duties of the Sabbath ; 
this is mot a reafon for him to neglect them. 
The inftitution is of the Lord, and there is rea- 
fon to hope he will blefs his own appointment ; 
and the day was alfo given to affiit us, in the,im- 
provement of truth which was. before known— 
to fearch our hearts—to underftand our errors— 
to confefs our fins—and to apply all divine truth 
to our own. cafe. + ii 


. 5thly. By fandtifying the Lorn’s-pay to keep 
it holy, all chriftian graces are enlivened, and the 

eople of Gop grow in preparation for their eter- 
nal Sabbath of holinefs and glory. 

Tue work of divine grace and holinefs in the 
heart is progreffive. It hath pleafed infinite wif- 
dom gradually to bring his children, as they are 
pafling through time, towards the perfection of 
-their chriftian character and reward. All the 
reafons of this difpenfation cannot now be known; 
-but in the end it will doubtlefs appear to be. as 
worthy of Gop, as all his other works are. In 
this progreflive advance to the pure holinefs of 
eternal life, there isa great ule of means, among 
which the Sabbath is a principal one. By this 
-day. and its duties, the influences of the world, 
which have been encroaching on the affeCtions 
through the whole week, are fhaken off—divine 
truth is received—the prefence. of Gop is made 
fenfible—the glories of his holinels are feen by a 
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new ftrength of faith—the invifible things of a 
nother world become real to the foul—the holy 
graces of the heart become alive and fervent— 
the fpirit of prayer is increafed—and communion 
with Gop becomes moft delightful. Thefe, to 
the chriftian indeed, are the confequences of faith- 
fully keeping the Sabbath. It is not ftrange that 
he loves the day of the Lord, for he finds a di- 
vine energy from on high accompanying the in- 
flitution, and perceives himfelf drawing near, 
though in a flow and imperfe& manner, to the. 
perfection of a holy charatter, and the full blef- 
fednefs of feeing as heis feen and knowing as he 
is known. Hite. 
Heaven is a ftate of perfe&t holinefs—an e- 
ternal Sabbath of conformity, to Gop and enjoy- 
ment of his glory, by fuch means of feeing, know- 
ing and approaching him, as infinite wildom 
knows to be the moit perfect. While this holy 
day gives 2 moft excellent advantage to the world- 
ly and unfanctified, of learning their danger and 
their remedy ; to the fincere and holy it is a pre- 
parative, a foretafte of their everlafting reward. If 
our hearts be right, our weekly Sabbaths will b 
a foretafte of heaven—they will be a quickening 
of the heavenly temper—-and a practical anticipa- 
tion of heavenly peace. The afcended Saviour, 
rethembering the earthly members of his king- 
dom, and his own promife to be with them, 
will give thofe influences of his holy fpirit,, by 
which they will find it a day of reft indeed, and 
of preparation for their glorious and eternal reft. 
' We have proceeded far enough on this,fub- 
jeét, to fee the happy and powerful influence ofa 
Sabbath, in our preparation for the world to 
come. It isa neceflary means of retaining in 
the world, a knowledge of the true Gop, whom 
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we are to ferve forever. It keeps in our knowl. 
edge the revelation of his will. It is neceffary to 
give efficacy to the means of inftruction. It teach- 
es us our fin and our fpiritual wants, and. thus 
prepares us for the blefflings of the gofpel. It 
matures that preparation for heaven, which is 
begun in the people of Gop by-their {piritual 
fan@tification. And it is the neareft refemblance 
to the heavenly life, which is admitted in this 
{tate of trial. 

TuosE:who diflike the fpirituality of religion, 
cannot be pleafed with the manner in which this 
fubject hath been treated. Though they may be 
contented with a Sabbath of fome kind ; a pure, 
a fpiritual fantification of it, in the duties of the 
fanctuary, the family and the clofet willbe. dif 
tafteful. Let all fuch perfons know, that if the 
Sabbath thus fanétified, is diftafteful, heaven 
would be the fame, if they could be admitted to 
it with their prefent temper. Let it teach them 
the radical evil of their own hearts, and that with 
all their advantages and hopes, they are really in, 
a ftate of mind. unprepared for the joys of the 
chriftian falvation. And when they find this, 
‘Jet them remember it will be of no avail to quar- 
rel with a human expofition of this fubject. 
Gop who fet the example when he finifhed the 
work of creation, and hath repeated his com- 
mand to men, {till reigns and will be the judge. 
When he judges men will be in his hand—he 
will vindicate his law—~and he will pafs his fen- 
tence, according to his own underftanding of obe- 
dience. Therefore all attempts to explain away 
the fpirituality.of the Sabbath, will be of no avail 
to thofe who make them. 
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Rod Benefits of erat, 
Let me addrefs this fubje& to two lates of 
“people. . 

First, to thofe who fee the necfityof family 
and civii fubordination. 

Ir is not uncharitable to cappelepatee are 
fome in this clafs, who feel little of their own fpir- 
itual needs, and do not wifh a Sabbath’ for the 
purpofe of piety. Itis unhappy there fhould be 
any juch. It is known they do not wifh fuch a 
Sabbath as has been defcribed; but from expe- 
rience they have learned the need’ of family and 
civil order. On the fupport of thefe they are 
determined, though it be at the expenfeof fome 
felf-denial. Let all fuch know, that they cannot 
obtain their end. without the chriftian “Sabbath, 
‘Or an infticution fo fimilar tosit, that it ought not 
to be called by another name. A Decadesof fef- 
tivity cannot come into the place, and in “peed 
an{wer the purpofes of the chriftian Sabbath. 
may help to madden the people—to efface a fenfe 
of moral obligation—to enflame all the appetites 
for diffipation; and thus in the end deftroy all 
order, government and focial morality. The ef- 
ficacy of a Sabbath, to preferve order in the fam- 
ily and in the fate, arifes from the impreffions of 
morality and of our being ina refponfible flate, 
which are made on the minds of men. A De- 
cade of fenfual feftivity and diflipated thoughts 
is a moft potent inftrument of hell and its apof- 
tles, and dire¢tly fubverts the firft principles of 
focial compact and juftice. The Sabbath derives 
its power, from bringing into the view of men, 
a holy Gop—a holy, juft and benevolent law 
—a day of being judged and an eternity of — 
rewards. ibe 

Wir this eternity of rewards, thofe whom I 
now addrefs are not affected. Perhaps they do 
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not believe it. But if Gop hath not enabled 
them to feel the force of higher motives, let them 
reverence the Sabbath of the Lord for the fake 
of prefent order. 

Ir matters of families ; let them fandtify the 
Sabbath in their houfes. If rulers of the ftate ; 
det them execute its laws, ordained by the wit: 
dom of their fathers. Let all remember, that 
whether the fpirituality of religion, be agreeable 
or not, the beft order and. happinefs of the world 
cannot be had without it. Alfo, let them pro- 
pofe the ferious queftion to their own reafon 
and confcience ;. whether, if the laws and infti- 
tutions of the chriftian religion be actually ne- 
ceflary for the good of fociety in this world, 
their neceflity for the blifs of another world may 
not be inferred. 


SECONDLY, to chriftians who are fo in truth, 
as well as by profeffion. 

Or you it is conceived that you delight in 
Gop—in his law—in his glory. You do not 
with a better heaven than it will be to ferve and 
glorify him. Be not defrauded of the benefit of 
his inftitutions by a fervile compliance with the 
cuftoms of the world. «Remember your Sabbath 
to be a covenant feal and foretafte of your eternal 
reward. Remember that it is a means to know 
Gop, to glorify him and to do your duty. Re- 
member, that you will find your graces in exer- 
cife, and your comforts made fenfible to you, in 
proportion as you obey the command of the 
Lord, to keep the Sabbath holy. Remember, 
thefe Sabbaths of the world are foon to ceafe, and 
one of eternal duration to commence. ‘This is 

the reft that remaineth for the people of Gop. As 
you ferve him now his fovereign grace will ree 
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his day; in his ordinances, in 

you will be delighted in the near app 

_ glory. May unnumbered multitud 

men draw near and enjoy this gl Yow 
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